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COPAA Statement on the U.S. Department of Education Statewide Assessment Flexibility Policy

Washington, DC – Closures, remote learning, social distancing, and hybrid schedules due to COVID-19 have all resulted in significant educational loss.  For all students, we need to remediate that loss to meet our societal obligation to tomorrow's adults and to protect the American economy in the years ahead.  For students with disabilities, there is an additional legal obligation to provide compensatory education to make up for the failure to provide those students with a free appropriate public education.
 
To remediate for all students and to compensate students with disabilities, we need to know the details of the educational loss.  We need to know those areas in which students have failed to progress or have regressed and those areas in which students have held their own.  This can only be done through objective, valid testing.  As the Department considers requests for waivers of testing by states, it needs to ensure that legitimate methods of assessing present levels of performance of all students are put in place.
 
For students with disabilities, decisions about the nature and extent of compensatory education need to be made by school teams that include parents, as full members, as a part of updating Individualized Education Plans (IEPs). End of year assessments - in reading and math - inform that conversation. While the pandemic is and continues to pose challenges for schools and families, we also know that states and districts must maintain high standards for education including for children with disabilities. Any action on waivers by the Department must not lower standards and expectations for students with disabilities. Parents of students with disabilities need to know how their children are performing.  Having key data on both individual children and subgroups of children is critical to helping schools target resources and interventions and to facilitate remedial learning. 
 
COPAA therefore calls upon the Department to take great care in approving waivers and waiver provisions for statewide assessment. We urge the Department to ensure states and districts approach data gathering in comprehensive and meaningful ways and do not shirk their responsibilities and obligations under ESSA. Millions of federal dollars are being provided to districts to mitigate the impact of COVID-19, including for instructional loss for all students. It is incumbent upon states and districts to assess where students are and support schools to develop plans to help children with disabilities, through their IEPs, to make up any losses experienced this year. 

Contact: Denise Marshall, CEO, denise@copaa.org, (844) 426-7224    


The Council of Parent Attorneys and Advocates (COPAA) is an independent, nonprofit organization of parents, attorneys, advocates, and related professionals; over 90% of whom identify as having a disability; or are parents or family members of individuals with disabilities. COPAA’s mission is to serve as a national voice for special education rights and is grounded in the belief that every child deserves the right to a quality education that prepares them for meaningful employment, higher education, and lifelong learning, as well as full participation in their community.
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