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Message from Chairperson Joe Klinger
What a great annual meeting in Portland! The cool, wet weather
did not dampen our enthusiasm, and kudos to CRCPD and Oregon
radiation control staff who made this event so successful. I am
always amazed by the breadth of knowledge and talent of our
CRCPD membership. I was reminded also that, even after several
decades working in the field of health physics, there are so many
technical areas of interest, and so much more I need to learn. The
annual meetings are filled with opportunities to learn more about
topics we work with daily and other topics that are very interesting
and relevant, but we may not know as well.
In addition to the educational opportunities, the meeting provided
a wonderful forum to network and visit with
old friends, many of whom made significant
contributions to CRCPD in the past. At the
conclusion of the conference, I was honored to
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Earl Fordham did a wonderful job as
Chairperson and I am committed to the
same priorities this year as Earl set forth last
year. Specifically, the top priorities are for
CRCPD to continue to assume a leadership
role in radiation protection and public policy
issues; promote opportunities for participation
in committee activities; and to determine
member needs. I was actually surprised g
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to learn that our organization currently has approximately 800
members! This is very impressive and helps greatly when we meet
with federal agency leaders, national and international organizations
and other public and private entities, as well as when we provide
comments on important issues in radiation protection. Having such
a strong membership lends additional credence to our comments and
testimony and helps solidify our leadership role in radiation protection.
This year, I challenge each of you to look around at your co-workers
and find someone who is talented and wants to contribute to our
organization, but just might be unaware of the personal benefits of
membership. You will likely find at least one such individual and, if
so, please encourage them to join. We will do our best to assign them
to a working group of their interest and provide ample opportunity to
contribute. That new member could very well be one of our future
CRCPD leaders who will advance our organization in years to come.
If each state has at least one new member, we can proudly travel to
our next annual meeting in Atlanta even closer to our goal of 1,000
strong! That would be awesome.

v

Greetings
from Your
Executive
Director

Ruth E. McBurney, CHP

It was delightful to see many friends and colleagues at the National
Conference on Radiation Control in Portland a few weeks ago. The
conference is always a great time to learn about new technologies
and concepts and to network with other professionals in the radiation
protection field.
The Annual Conference is also a special time to honor our
outstanding members who have served CRCPD as volunteers and
served on the Board and committees that keep the work of the
organization alive. Congratulations to this year’s awardees (listed in
a separate article in the Newsbrief). This year, the Board introduced
a new award called the Pioneer Award—it’s really similar to a Lifetime
Achievement Award at the Oscars. This award was created and
presented to recognize a member who has been in state radiation
control for many years, through the “pioneer” days of radiation
protection, and has contributed greatly to the improvements we see
in radiation safety today. You might be a Pioneer if….you remember
fishpole radiography, direct view fluoroscopy, and dentists holding
x-ray film.
g
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Aubrey Godwin, the recipient of the initial Pioneer Award, has worked
for state government, both in Alabama and Arizona, for over 50 years,
and has been a radiation control program director for 40 of those.
He was actually in attendance at the very first National Conference
on Radiation Control, which by the way, was held in Montgomery,
Alabama. Aubrey is well deserving of the award, since he poured so
much into his profession and CRCPD over a significant period of time.

Greetings (continued)

In addition to awards, a lot of new ideas and ways that CRCPD can
assist state programs came out of the Annual Conference. One
such project will be to share information and develop a model for
utilizing electronic technologies in the collection of x-ray inspection
data, including the generation of reports and compliance letters.
This will enable staff to capture inspection information directly into
their laptops in the field, including, in some instances, direct feed of
radiation measurements from instrumentation. Ultimately, such
procedures will add to efficiency and quality of x-ray inspections,
especially if figures are not required to be entered manually (less
chance for errors). A new task force is being formed to explore this
issue and is looking for a few good volunteers.
As we enter the next Nationwide Evaluation of X-Ray Trends (NEXT)
procedure for study—dental---electronic data collection will be an
important tool for capturing information for the evaluation. The NEXT
Committee and the states will be taking on a larger role than in the
past for development of the procedures to be used and development
of the training for inspectors. Food and Drug Administration (FDA)
staff will still be involved and will review the procedures and evaluation
of the data, and will complete the analysis of the last two NEXT
procedures—CT and interventional fluoroscopy.
More good news and new beginnings on CRCPD’s efforts in unwanted
source disposition--CRCPD is in the process of entering another 5-year
cooperative agreement with the Department of Energy to continue
the Source Collection and Threat Reduction (SCATR) Program. The
first year will focus primarily on arranging for and providing financial
assistance for disposal of Class A sources at the Energy Solutions
facility at Clive, UT. However, we will also be arranging collections
of class B and C sources as well. The opening of the Waste Control
Specialists facility in Texas to out-of-compact waste provides disposal
options for many states where access to a burial site was not
previously accessible. CRCPD will continue to assist with this effort
as funding is available, as well as to assist in the disposition of orphan
sources though our cooperative agreement with the U.S. Nuclear
Regulatory Commission.
g
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As the recent Annual Conference and our ongoing efforts show, we
can do more together than as single entities. As the Board sets its
priorities for the coming Conference year, let us hear from you on
how CRCPD can provide valuable assets to your program—as a
team, we can maintain high standards of quality in radiation safety
programs.

v

45th National
Conference
on Radiation
Control
By Sue Smith,
Executive Office Manager

45th National Conference on Radiation Control
The 45th National Conference on Radiation Control was held May 20
through 23, 2013, in Portland, Oregon at the Red Lion on the River.
There were 214 attendees registered for the National Conference and
50 exhibitors.
This issue of the Newbrief will feature a special reporting on the change
in board membership and activities from the Conference such as the
recipients of the Gerald S. Parker and James W. Miller Awards, the
initial Pioneer Award, and the Villforth Lecture Award, and the Posters
and Presenters recognized for excellence.

There’s Still Time to Critique
the National Conference!

Citiques are still being received by the Office of the
Executive Director. If you haven’t submitted your
comments, please do so immediately. To complete
your critique form, please click on the link below
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/9CPVKD5.

CRCPD wants to hear from you!

v
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National Conference Activities Special Report

Special Thanks to Oregon Staff

On behalf of the CRCPD
membership, Board of Directors, and
the Office of the Executive Director
staff, I want to take this opportunity
to express our appreciation to
the staff of the Radiation Control
Program of the Oregon Bureau
of Radiation Control in assisting
CRCPD in executing a very
successful 45th National Conference
on Radiation Control in Portland,
Oregon, May 20 – 23, 2013.

Those states who have previously
hosted a national conference know
of the many hours of planning
that it takes to put on a successful
conference. We appreciate all the
work that went on before the meeting
and during the meeting. We thank
you for allowing us to share your city.
Ruth E. McBurney, CHP
Executive Director

June 2013
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Left to Right
Front row: Michael Snee, Lisa Bruedigan, Earl Fordham
Back row: Patrick Mulligan, Jared Thompson, David Allard, and Joe Klinger

CRCPD Board of Directors
Outgoing and Incoming Officers
CRCPD Board
Joe Klinger (IL), Chairperson

Earl W. Fordham, CHP (WA), Past-Chairperson

Michael J. Snee (OH), Chair-Elect,
Environmental Nuclear Council Chair

Jared Thompson (AR), Treasurer, General &
Liaison Council Chair

Lisa Bruedigan (TX), Member-at-Large,
Healing Arts Council Chair

Patrick Mulligan (NJ), Member-at-Large,
Homeland Security/Emergency Response
Council Chair

David Allard (PA), Member-at-Large, SSR
Council Chair

At the annual business meeting that was held on
Thursday, May 23, 2012, in conjunction with the 45th
National Conference on Radiation Control in Portland,
Oregon, special recognition was bestowed to Alice Rogers,
outgoing Past Chairperson for 2012-2013. Alice was
presented a small token of appreciation for her service to
the board. CRCPD sincerely appreciates Alice’s hard work
and will miss her wise counsel.
Frieda Fisher-Tyler (DE), Member-at-Large, rotated off
the CRCPD Board of Directors effective at the end of the
National Conference. Ms. Fisher-Tyler was recognized
for her many contributions to the organization and was
presented a small token of appreciation.
Three new CRCPD members rotated on the CRCPD board
of directors, effective at the end of the National Conference.
They are Joe Klinger (IL), Chairperson, Michael Snee (OH),
Chair-Elect, and Patrick Mulligan (NJ), Member-at-Large.
CRCPD extends to each of them a hearty welcome and
we look forward to their many contributions over the next
three years.
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National Conference Activities Special Report
CRCPD 2013
Awards
Presented

(continued)

Gerald S. Parker Award of Merit, John P. Winston
James W. Miller Award, Isabelle Busenitz
Pioneer Award, Aubrey Godwin

John C. Villforth Lecture Award, Priscilla Butler

Gerald S. Parker Award
John P. Winston
Gerald S. Parker Award of Merit was presented to John P.
Winston for his significant contributions in the field of radiation
protection, and in particular for his
contributions to the mission and
goals of CRCPD.
Mr. Winston served seven years
on the Board of Directors, during
which time he served as both its
Treasurer and Chairperson. Both
as an officer and a member of
the Board, he has demonstrated
himself as a leader amongst his
peers in field of radiation protection.
Under his leadership, CRCPD
has elevated its position as a
frontrunner in radiation protection
issues, through new programs, such as
databases for medical event reporting and a registry of qualified medical
physicists, and expansion of the CRCPD role in emergency response.
Mr. Winston is also recognized for his numerous contributions
to radiation protection and quality in medical imaging, and
in demonstrating networking and leadership skills in building
partnerships in the field of radiation protection.

Photo: John Winston and Alice Rogers
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James W. Miller Award
Isabelle Busenitz

James W. Miller Award was awarded to Isabelle Busenitz.
Isabelle Busenitz, Chairperson of the HS/ER-10 Task Force for
Volunteer Development, was
recognized for exceptional
leadership in the successful
execution of the sub-award
submittal review process for
two cycles of the Radiation
Response Volunteer Corps
(RRVC) initiative for CRCPD
under its five-year Center
for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) cooperative
agreement. In doing so,
Isabelle has made a significant
contribution to the emergency
preparedness and response element of radiological health programs.
Under her leadership and dedicated work, she enabled CRCPD to
evaluate, select, and monitor the volunteer recruitment and training
programs and the RRVC project. This project is increasing capabilities
for population monitoring in local jurisdictions through partnering of state
and local agencies with the Medical Reserve Corps and other non-profit
organizations.
Isabelle is an exemplary working group chair who is organized and goaloriented and strives to exceed expectations. Isabelle is to be praised, and
for her efforts she was recognized as this year’s recipient of the James W.
Miller Award.

Photo: Earl Fordham and Isabelle Busentiz
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National Conference Activities Special Report
CRCPD 2013
Awards
Presented

(continued)

Pioneer Award
Aubrey Godwin

(continued)

Aubrey Godwin
First Recipient of the Pioneer Award
For more than 50 years, Aubrey Godwin
has worked in radiation control, having
served 40 of those years as a radiation
control program director. Aubrey worked
in state programs in both Alabama and
Arizona. With this award, Aubrey was
recognized for his significant professional
efforts and time devoted toward the
activities of CRCPD.

v
Photo: Aubrey Godwin and Earl Fordham
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(continued)

John C. Villforth Lecture Award
Priscilla Butler

(continued)

Priscilla Butler, MS., FAAPM, FACR, gave the 2013 John C. Villforth
Lecture at the CRCPD Annual
Conference in Portland, Oregon.
Her presentation was entitled:
“From MQSA to Imaging Gently
and Wisely.”
Her presentation will be available
for reading in full when the
proceedings are published.

Photo: Alice Rogers and Priscilla Butler
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National Conference Activities Special Report
Poster
Presentation
Winners
Awarded
Ribbons for
Excellence

(continued)

1st Place - Key Changes Proposed in the Draft PAG Manual presented by Sara DeCair (EPA) and Kathryn K. Snead (EPA).
2nd Place - Radiation Response Volunteer Corps - presented by
Isabelle Busenitz, Chairperson, HS/ER-10 Task Force for
Volunteer Development.
3rd Place - The Challenges of Radiation Protection Through
Code Adoption: Educating the Construction Industry on Risk
Reduction - presented by Clark Eldredge (FL), Susie Shimek
(EPA), Marybeth Rich (OH), Patrick Daniels (IL), Bob Stilwell
(ME), and Dale Dorschner (MN).

HS/ER-10 Task Force for Volunteer Development

Population Monitoring: Is Your State Ready?
Isabelle Busenitz, M.S., Jessica Snook, Kim Steves
Kansas Radiation Control Program, Kansas Department of Health and Environment

Awards

Introduction

First Place

Lessons Learned

Population Monitoring

Population Monitoring

25 Grants Awarded

Community Reception Center

Next Time

• In the event of a radiological
incident, people will want to know if
they have been contaminated and
systems for them to be reassured
and decontaminated need to be
available.
• The National Response Framework
identifies population monitoring as
the responsibility of the local and
state governments.

• Pilot project awards began in 2010 with six grants being
awarded
• In 2012 ten awards were distributed
• Nine awards have been granted in 2013
• View the map below for geographic distribution of the grants

• Radiological detection capability
and throughput is maximized by
the use of portal monitors Other
screening methods may be
required depending on the
characteristics of the radionuclide
• Decontamination needs are
addressed by locating the center
in a facility with shower capacity
• Special considerations are made
for those with functional needs,
families with small children and
those who have immediate
medical needs

“Using the Radiation
Response Volunteer
Corps, County and
Regional Animal
Response Teams,
Medical Reserve Corps,
Red Cross, and other volunteer agencies to augment state and
local resources was an excellent application of the Whole
Community response philosophy.” 1

• Radiation professionals have the expertise to augment state
Radiation Control Program resources to establish Community
Reception Centers for population monitoring in cooperation with
local jurisdictions.

Initially, grants were limited to State Radiation Control Program
and State Health Department Preparedness Programs, but the
eligibility interpretation has been expanded to allow applications
from local and non-government organizations who are
partnering with the State Radiation Control Programs.

• Handheld meters are used
in the decontamination
area to pinpoint location of
contamination
• The least intrusive
cleaning methods for are
selected
• Monitoring is repeated
after cleaning

Find out which states are developing population monitoring,
how your state can receive funding for a similar project, and
read about what Kansas has done to develop population
monitoring capabilities through the development of the
Radiation Response Volunteer Corps (RRVC) and coordination
of the Amber Waves exercise.

CRCPD Grant
Grant Funding Available
• The Conference of Radiation Control Program Directors
(CRCPD) with funding support from the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) have grant funding available
for the development of population monitoring resources.
• The focus of the grant is outreach to radiation professionals
to augment radiological tasks typically performed at a
Community Reception Center for population monitoring.
• One year grants for up to $25,000 can be used for outreach,
credentialing, developing communications systems,
providing training and other related activities
• The Conference of Radiation Control Program Directors
Task Force for Volunteer Development, HS/ER-10, reviews
and evaluates grant proposals for consideration of award
There is still grant funding available, visit the CRCPD
website at CRCPD.org for the Request for Proposal (RFP)
information

Kansas Experiences
Amber Waves Full Scale Exercise
• Radiation professional were
eager to receive training and
become part of the Radiation
Response Volunteer Corps
• Finding a county government
that was willing to exercise
the Community Reception
Center required outreach and
education
• Valuable partnerships were formed between local and state
governments to address the coordination and infrastructure
needs necessary for establishing a Community Reception
Center
The result of years of planning
and training culminated with the
Amber Waves exercise to
establish
a
Community
Reception Center in response to
a fictional detonation of two
radiological dispersal devices
(RDDs). Over 350 participants
from 48 agencies attended.

Acknowledgements
Thank you!

And Toto Too
What about Pets?
The images of hurricane Katrina victims
and the pets that they had to abandon
was pivotal in passing legislation to
ensure that provisions for pets are
included in emergency response plans.
Exercising the plan allowed for
integration of the animal response
organizations and the Radiation Response
Volunteer Corps to better define future
roles in this type of incident.
• Preliminary data
indicates that soap and
water is a good option
for removing
contamination
• Disappointing was the
performance of dry
vacuum techniques, that
tended to spread the
contamination from one
place to another

• Additional cross-training between animal response and
radiation response is needed to address issues unique to
animal handling
• Incident Command System (ICS) refresher should be held
prior to the exercise focusing on details corresponding to
Community Reception Center command and communication
plan
• Flow path needs to take into consideration pedestrian traffic
flow of runners and other participants with regard to potentially
contaminated areas

CRCPD and CDC for grant funding used to develop the Kanas
Radiation Response Volunteer Corps
CRCPD HS/ER-10 Task Force Members for evaluating the
RRVC grants to provide objective review data to CRCPD
Staff of the Kansas Radiation Control Program for their
expertise that set the example for the RRVC
Kansas RRVC Training Team: Isabelle Busenitz, Jessi Snook,
David Lawrenz, Stewart Steen and Jason Meinholdt
Wyandotte County Unified Government and Gay Hall for
coordination and hosting Amber Waves
Kansas State Animal Response Team (KSSART)
CDC and Dr. Armin Ansari for support of the Dose Assessment
station
Department of Energy, FRMAC and Colleen OLaughlin
Alexander Brandl, Ph.D., CHP, Colorado State University
www.buffalo.edu/toolbox/files/ppt_templates/48x36_ResearchP
oster.ppt (Poster Template)

Preliminary data, used with permission:
Sprenger, P., Brandl, A., Johnson,T.
Decontamination efficiency for cow hide, using
different decontamination methods

1. Amber Waves 2012 Interagency After Action Report,
December 2012

Second Place

Third Place
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Call for Papers for 2014 National Conference
You are invited to present a paper at the 46th Annual National
Conference on Radiation Control that will be held in Atlanta,
Georgia, May 19 – 22, 2014. If you are interested in presenting
a paper, please submit your topic along with a brief summary
(a couple of sentences) to the Office of the Executive Director,
ssmith@crcpd.org, no later than October 14, 2013, for
consideration by the Technical Program Planning Committee.
Acceptance of a submitted paper does not imply that CRCPD
will pay the travel expenses of the speaker to give the paper.

v

John C. Villforth
Annual Lecture
Nominations

Call for Nominations for the 2014 John C. Villforth
Annual Lecture
The purpose of this annual lecture is to honor Mr. Villforth’s steadfast
support of state radiation agencies as a working partner with the Food
and Drug Administration Center for Devices and Radiological Health
in the protection of the American people from unnecessary exposure
to electronic product radiation and radioactive materials (especially
radium), and for protection of the environment from radioactive
contamination, as well as his strong support of CRCPD in its early
years of development. Mr. Villforth has long recognized the capacity
of state radiation personnel to make valuable contributions to the
success of the national programs to protect the public health of our
citizens. CRCPD has the utmost respect, admiration, appreciation
for the unceasing friendship and support Mr. Villforth has extended
to our organization and the state radiation control programs over his
many years of public service. With this lecture series, CRCPD pays
tribute to a man with impeccable integrity, a person with outstanding
leadership credentials, and a giant in the field of radiological health.
The criteria for nominations, with a link to the nomination form, can
be viewed at http://www.crcpd.org/Awards/Nomination_Form_Villforth.
pdf . Deadline for submission: October 15, 2013.

v
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23rd National
Radon
Training
Conference

23rd National Radon Training Conference
The 23rd National Radon Training Conference will be held
September 22 – 25, 2013 at the President Abraham Lincoln Hotel
and Conference Center in Springfield, Illinois. A special room rate
is available at $70/single and $85/double plus 12% sales tax.
These rates are available three days prior to and three days after the
National Conference based on availability.
A block of rooms has been reserved in the name of “CRCPD” at
the President Abraham Lincoln Hotel and Conference Center in
Springfield, Illinois. You must call hotel directly toll free at 1/866788-1860 to make a reservation. You must guarantee your
reservation with either a credit card or one night’s deposit. Please
note that the credit card will not be charged, but used only to hold
your reservation. If you need to cancel your reservation, you must
call the hotel and cancel without penalty by 4:00 p.m. Central Time
on the day of your arrival. Cut-off date for making reservations is
August 30, 2013.
The agenda and general information about the conference,
registration forms, fees, etc. will be posted to CRCPD’s web site in
early July.

v

National
Alliance for
Radiation
Readiness
Webinar

Opportunity to Participate in Interative Webinar
Communicating with the Public in a Radiological Disaster
The National Alliance for Radiation Readiness (NARR) is hosting an
interactive webinar on Tuesday, July 30, 2013, at 2:00-3:00 p.m.
Eastern Standard Time to discuss the ways to communicate with the
public during a radiological disaster, featuring a presentation from
Leeanna Allen, MPH, MCHES, with the Radiation Studies Branch of
the Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).
Ms. Allen, Health Education Specialist with the Oak Ridge Institute
for Science and Education, has been working with the CDC on
radiological and nuclear terrorism preparedness communication and
training initiatives since 2008.   During the 2011 Japan Earthquake
and Tsunami Response, she served as the subject matter expert in
the CDC's Joint Information Center. She has previous emergency
preparedness experience working for state health departments in
Arizona and Georgia.
g
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Opportunity to Participate in Interative Webinar (continued)
Register on-line for this free webinar by visiting the NARR clearinghouse.
You will be sent a confirmation email with instructions and contacts
for assistance as well as a link to test your computer for compatibility
prior to the meeting. You may connect via telephone (a number is
provided) if you are unable to participate by computer.

v

CRCPD Working
Group Activities

Committee on Medical Events (H38)
2012 Summary of Medical Events Reported to Committee on Radiation
Medical Events
By Jennifer Elee (LA), Chairperson

CRCPD created the Committee on Radiation Medical Events (H38) in
early 2010 in response to the publicity surrounding radiation events
in 2009. Some of the committee’s charges include overseeing the
development of a national database of radiation medical events and
developing a format and mechanism for reporting of medical events.
In 2010, the committee surveyed the state programs to determine
how many states had reporting requirements in place. At that
time, 23 states indicated that their state had some type of reporting
requirements for medical events. The committee also participated in
several meetings and round tables on radiation medical events. The
committee determined that the best way to begin collecting radiation
medical events was to use the existing state reporting requirements.
CRCPD’s H38 Committee began collecting medical events that
have been reported to state programs in 2011. In early 2011,
the committee completed a definition of a medical event for both
diagnostic and therapy machine related events. Reporting forms for
both diagnostic and therapy events were developed. A system for
collecting events at the Office of the Executive Director (OED) was set
up. Events forms are completed and emailed to OED where they are
entered into an Excel database.
For the year 2011 year, twenty-nine therapy events were reported to
CRCPD. Ten states responded to CRCPD with seven states actually
inputing events, two states indicated they did not have any events to
report, and one state was indicated they were unable to input their
events due to lack of personnel.
g
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CRCPD Working
Group Activities

continued

2012 Summary of Medical Events Reported to Committee on Radiation
Medical Events (continued)

For the year 2012, forty-eight events were reported to CRCPD.
CRCPD received information from 26 states. Twelve states input
events, seven states with reporting requirements did not have any
events to report, and two additional states had five events which were
not put into the CRPCD database. CRCPD also received responses
from five states indicating they did not have reporting requirements.
With these numbers, CRCPD has information from 26 of 50 states.
The committee continues to work diligently to get all states to report
events to us. We have increased participation over 50% from 2011
and hope that this trend continues.
Of the therapy events reported in 2012, ten were treatment of the
wrong patient, twenty-five were treatment to the wrong anatomical
site, six were a weekly dose greater than 30%, six were total dose
greater than 20%, six were a single fraction greater than 50%, nine
indicated an unintended overdose to normal tissue, and one was
geographical miss. One event indicated severe effects, seven indicated
moderate effects, thirty-three had minor effects and seven indicated
no consequences. These numbers are fairly consistent with the
events reported for 2011.
Types of events reported:

g
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CRCPD Working
Group Activities

2012 Summary of Medical Events Reported to Committee on Radiation
Medical Events (continued)

Consequences of events reported:
continued

The committee is still concerned that the number of wrong patients
is so prevalent. In 2011, 17% of events reported were of the wrong
patient imaged. In 2012, that number is up to 22% of all events.
Events were discovered in a variety of ways. Portal imaging, chart
check, clinical review, and internal audits revealed events. However
20 events indicated some other method of discovery. Most of these
were by the therapist during or right after treatment. Almost half
of the events were discovered by radiation therapists followed by
physicians and physicists.

g
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CRCPD Working
Group Activities

2012 Summary of Medical Events Reported to Committee on Radiation
Medical Events (continued)

How event was discovered:
continued

Event discovered by:

g
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CRCPD Working
Group Activities

continued

2012 Summary of Medical Events Reported to Committee on Radiation
Medical Events (continued)

Again, the most cited cause for the events was therapist error
which was listed in approximately 75% of the events. The next
most common causes were inadequate policy and procedures and
inadequate quality assurance. Also noted were physician error,
inadequate training, physics/dosimetry error, and documentation/
communication issues. Equipment malfunction was cited only twice.
Several events had more than one cause/contributing factor noted.
Causes and contributing factors:

Approximately 25% of the time, the treatment was stopped or there
was some attempt to “rescue” the patient. About 25% of the patients
received additional testing; however, only one incident resulted in
an increased hospital stay. In all but one case, the family and other
involved physicians were notified. The Radiation Safety Officer (RSO)
reviewed the events in all but three of the cases.
The most important aspect noted by the committee was that with
even many policies in place for patient identification, ten patients
received the wrong treatment. The committee was also pleased to see
that in almost all cases, an RSO review took place. The committee
is pleased to see the increased participation this year from last. The
goal of the committee is that all states with reporting requirements will
input events in 2013 so that we will have a more complete picture of
equipment related events nationwide.
g

19

June 2013

CRCPD NEWSBRIEF

CRCPD Working
Group Activities

continued

2012 Summary of Medical Events Reported to Committee on Radiation
Medical Events (continued)

Finally, the committee is aware of several other organizations,
American Association of Physicists in Medicine (AAPM) and American
Society for Radiation Oncology (ASTRO), who are working on this
issue as well. The committee has worked hard to engage our resource
individuals in the work of this committee. The committee is willing
to share our data collected with AAPM and ASTRO as they may be
better able to assess the events that are occurring. The committee is
also willing to work with the other organizations to ensure that we are
collecting and using this data to the best benefit of the patients and
with the least burden on the facilities.

v

EPA’s
Revisions
to
Protective
Actions
Guides
Manual

Reminder: Comments Due Soon on Proposed EPA PAG Manual
EPA is seeking public comment on a proposed revision of the current
PAG Manual. The update, titled “PAG Manual: Protective Action
Guides and Planning Guidance for Radiological Incidents,” includes
new science, expands the document's relevancy to more than just
nuclear power plants and incorporates recent guidance on re-entry,
cleanup and waste disposal. Comments must be received by July 15,
2013, but there is some indication that this date may be extended.
More information about the revised PAG Manual, including links to
the document and information on how to submit comments, can be
found at http://www.epa.gov/radiation/rert/pags.html.
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New Members for June 2013

Associate Members
Bai, Jerry (FL)
Forrest, T. Yvette (FL)
Affiliate Members
McGuire, Ed (UT)

Directory
Changes

Directory Changes
Page 24

GA – insert David Crowley, Manager, for vacant, email:
david.crowley@dnr.state.ga.us

Page 25
Page 26

GA – removed James C. Hardeman and insert vacant.
HI – change Deena Kim to Deena Sato, email: deena.
stato@doh.hawaii.gov
PA – Southwest Regional Office – Pittsburgh, remove
James G. Yusko and insert vacant.
TX – Remove Alice Rogers and Darice Bailey and insert
vacant.
WA – Insert David B. Jansen for vacant, email: david.
jansen@doh.wa.gov

Page 75
Page 88
Page 98
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CRCPD Board of Directors
Board position

Name

State

Work Phone

E-mail address

Chairperson..................... Joseph G. Klinger..................... Illinois...................... 217/785-9868........... joe.klinger@illinois.gov
Chairperson-Elect............ Michael J. Snee.......................Ohio.........................614/644-2727...........michael.snee@odh.ohio.gov
Past Chairperson............. Earl Fordham, CHP................... Washington............. 509/946-0234........... earl.fordham@doh.wa.gov
Treasurer......................... Jared Thompson...................... Arkansas.................. 501/661-2173........... jared.thompson@arkansas.gov
Member-at-Large............ David Allard, CHP.................... Pennsylvania........... 717/787-2480........... djallard@pa.gov
Member-at-Large............ Lisa Bruedigan......................... Texas........................ 512/834-6770........... lisa.bruedigan@dshs.state.tx.us
Member-at-Large............ Patrick Mulligan......................New Jersey...............609/984-7700.......... patrick.mulligan@dep.state.nj.us

The Newsbrief is published in February, April, June, August,
October, and December by the Office of Executive Director,
Conference of Radiation Control Program Directors, Inc., 1030
Burlington Lane, Suite 4B, Frankfort, KY 40601. Telephone:
502/227-4543; fax: 502/227-7862; Web site: <www.crcpd.org>.
The Newsbrief is written to address the needs of all radiation
control program personnel. Readers are encouraged to contribute
newsworthy or informative items for the Newsbrief, with neither
charges nor stipends for the items that are selected. News of state
radiation control programs is especially sought.

Articles should be sent to CRCPD, Attn: Sue Smith, 1030 Burlington Lane,
Suite 4B, Frankfort, KY 40601 (fax: 502/227-7862; email: <ssmith@crcpd.
org>. The deadline for contributions is the 15th of the month before an
issue is to be published.
The opinions and statements by contributors to this publication, or
attachments hereto, are not necessarily the opinions or positions of
CRCPD. The mention of commercial firms, services, or products in
the Newsbrief is not to be construed as either an actual or implied
endorsement of such firms, services, or products by CRCPD.
This publication is supported in part by a Cooperative Agreement (No. FD000005) administered by the Food and Drug Administration.
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