Licensure and Certifications

Licensure

Students graduating with entry-level degrees in mental health counseling and marriage and family counseling are eligible to pursue licensure in Florida. Many alumni pursue licensure in other states as well. Listed below is the web site for the Florida licensure board and a state licensure board listing, provided by the National Board for Certified Counselors (NBCC).

During the licensure application process, many states, including Florida, require verification of clinical experience completed during graduate study. To request a letter of verification, contact the Department of Counselor Education Clinical Coordinator. Provide the Coordinator with the following: (1) your name, including if different the name under which you were a student; (2) your Social Security Number; (3) the specific license for which you are applying; (4) the name and mailing address of the licensure board; and (5) the specific information required by the licensure board. The Clinical coordinator will generate a letter based on information in your clinical file, maintained permanently within the Counselor Education Department.

Florida Licensure in Mental Health and Marriage and Family Therapy

Link to the Florida Board of Clinical Social Work, Marriage & Family Therapy & Mental Health Counseling for application instructions, links to relevant Florida laws and rules. Florida Statutes 455 and 491 and Rule Chapter 64B4, F.A.C., specify the academic coursework, supervised clinical experience, and examination requirements necessary for licensure as Mental Health Counselors and Marriage and Family Therapists in Florida. The 491 Course Requirements identify specific nine content areas for Marriage and Family Licensure and require applicants for Mental Health Licensure to graduate from a CACREP accredited program. In addition to coursework, licensure applicants must complete workshops and examinations identified on the licensure board web page.

The table provided below outlines the 491 course requirements, the Counselor Education course equivalents, and whether the requirement and course are applicable to Mental Health and/or Marriage and Family Therapy license.

If you plan to pursue licensure, design your planned program to meet these requirements.
Counselor Education Coursework Required for LMHC and LMFT

	491 Course Requirements
	UF Course(s) Equivalent
	LMHC Licensure
	LMFT Licensure

	Counseling theories and practice
	MHS 6401
	(
	

	Group theories and practice
	MHS 6500
	(
	

	Career and lifestyle assessment
	MHS 6340
	(
	

	Dynamics of marriage and family systems
	MHS 6340
	
	(

	Marriage therapy and counseling theory and techniques
	MHS 6440
	
	(

	Family therapy and counseling theory and techniques
	MHS 7431
	
	(

	Individual human development theories throughout the life cycle
	MHS 6480
	(
	(

	Personality theory or general counseling theory and techniques
	MHS 6400 or MHS 6400
	
	(

	Psychopathology
	MHS 6071 or CLP 6159
	(
	(

	Human sexuality theory
	MHS 6481 or CLP 6468
	(
	(

	Substance abuse theory
	MHS 6450
	(
	(

	Counseling in community settings
	MHS 6020
	(
	(

	Social and cultural foundations
	MHS 6428, 
	(
	(

	Legal, ethical and professional standards
	MHS 6720
	(
	

	Legal, ethical, and professional standards issues in the practice of marriage and family therapy
	MHS 6705
	
	(

	Diagnosis, appraisal, assessment, and testing for individual or interpersonal disorder or dysfunction
	MHS 6200
	(
	(

	Behavioral research which focuses on the interpretation and application of research data as it applies to clinical practice
	MHS 7740
	(
	(

	1,000 hours of university-sponsored supervised clinical practicum, internship, or field experience in mental health counseling
	MHS 7805, MHS 7830
	(
	

	One supervised clinical practicum, internship, or field experience in a marriage and family counseling setting, during which the student provided 180 direct client contact hours of marriage and family therapy services
	MHS 7806, MHS 7830
	
	(


State Licensure Board Listing
Certifications

Nationally Certified Counselor Credential



 HYPERLINK "http://www.nbcc.org/nce" 

National Counselor Exam

State School Counseling Certification Requirements
