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How to Find Your Legislator
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How to Track Bills throughout the Session
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Legislative and regulatory changes can have a great Impact on the business
management of schools. CASBOD monitors such changes, provides input as
appropriate, and strives to keep members up-to-date. CASBO works cooperatively
with related organizations to coordinate advocacy efforts. During the legislative
session, links will be provided to track pertinent proposed legislation.

Legislation

CASBO has recently engaged a Legislative Lialson, David Lenihan, to monitor,
interpret impact and inform CASBO members about legisiation and regulation
changes.
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Interested in tracking Connecticut legislation?

You can create a list of bills of interest to you and receive an email whenever any action is taken upon the bill{s). You can select a list of
bills by topic, committee, introducer, spensor, etc. To get started, go to

illtr:

Select "Register” as New to CGA Public Bill Tracking. You'll be asked to input your name, email address and a password. An email will then
be sent to your address. This email will contain a link that will bring you back to the CGA Bill Tracking page. Once you've logged in, you'll
be brought to the page where you can select the bills you wish to track.

If you know the bill number(s), simply input the number only under "Add Bill Number®, then click on "Track®. Each number must be entered
separately.

If you interestad in tracking all bills introduced or co-sponsored by a particular committes or legislator, use the pull-down lists, highlight
his/her name, then click on "Track®. Repeat the process for additional legislators.,

To find bills by topic, you can use the "Search” option on the top banner. A basic search will allow you to search for key word(s). The
advanced search option will allow for a more customized search.

If you are interested in a particular bill and know the bill number, you can enter it on the very top of the page. Once n the bill's page, you
can easily add it to your tracking list by clicking on "Add to My Bills® just under the session year.
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How A Bill Becomes A Law In Connecticut
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The Proposed Bill Q Bill is sent to the clerk of the Q Bill title, number and sponsors Q Bill is sent to the appropriate joint
House of the sponsoring are printed in the House and standing committee of the General
legislator for numbering. Senate Journals. Assembly, depending on the bill's

subject matter.
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Bill requiring action by another Committee may report the bill ‘ Committee helds public ‘ Committee may:
committee is referred to that favorably, defeat the bill or hearings for the public, state 1. have the bill drafted
committee, e.g. a bill requiring issue no report (the bill fails). agency representatives and in legal language;
expenditure is referred to the legislators on all bills it wishes 2. combine it with other bills
Appropriations Committee. to consider. and have it drafted as a
committee bill;
3. refer the bill to another
committee; or
4. take no action, so the hill
fails.

The committee may also write a
new "raised" committee bill.

After leaving the last q The Office of Fiscal Analysis The Office of Legislative » Clerk assigns the bill a calendar
committee, the bill is sent to adds an estimate of the bill's Research adds a "plain number.

the Legislative Commissioners' cost. English" explanation of the bill.

Office to be checked for

constitutionality and l

consistency with other law.

ILL & ¥

s { 1 == d \ }: =
o =3, =
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Debate and amendments in » Bill returned to first house for E) If the conference committee E} If one or both houses reject the

the house of origin. House concurrence if amended by reaches agreement, a reportis changes, the bill fails.
may send the bill to another second house. If not amended, sent to both houses.
committee before voting. bill is sent to the governar, If

House and Senate cannot
agree, the bill is sent to a joint
conference committee.
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The bill becomes law if: ‘ Vetoed bill can be ‘ If governor vetoes, the bill is ‘ If both houses pass the bill, itis
1. the govemor signs it; reconsidered by both houses. returned to the house in which sent to the governor.
2. the governor fails to sign it originated. The governor can
within 5 days during the 1. sign the bill.
legislative session or 2. vetoit, or
15 days after adjournment; 3. take no action.
3. the vetoed bill is repassed
in each house by a 2/3 6

vote ofthe elected
membership.




7129113

www.cga.ct.govhco/eob.htm

Office of the House Clerk-Enactment of Bills

r"ﬁ"l"'ﬂ CONNECTICUT GENERAL ASSEMBLY

G} » Office of the House Clerk

I “"h}-"t._‘ MEMBERS | PUBLICATIONS | PROCESS | STAFF | GALLERY | SEARCH | LINKS

Enactment of Bills

Prior to the opening of the odd-year session and for a limited time thereafter (as
specified in the joint rules), members and members-elect of the General
Assembly may file proposed bills and resolutions in the house in which they
serve. In even-year sessions, individual legislators may mtroduce only those
proposed bills and resolutions that are of a fiscal nature. Standing committees
may introduce bills on any topic in any regular session of the General Assembly.

Proposed bills are not written in full statutory language. Rather, they state briefly
(usually in a single paragraph), the substance ofthe proposed legislation in
mnformal, non-statutory language. Only a committee may introduce bills written
in formal statutory language. Proposed bills may be jomtly sponsored by
Senators and Representatives, and any member may co-sponsor a proposed
bill originating in either house by requesting the Clerk to add his name to the list
of sponsors.

The member presents the proposed bill to the Clerk of the House or Senate
who assigns it a number. First reading of a proposed bill or resolution is by title
and reference to a committee or by acceptance by the house of a printed list,
distributed to the members, of the bills and resolutions with their numbers,
sponsors, and titles, and the committees to that they have been referred. It is
then recorded in the Journal by number and title, with a brief statement of
purpose, and is sent to the other house for concurrent reference.

The committee separates the proposed bills referred to it into subject categories
and, after providing legislators with time to express their views on these
proposed bills, prepares fully drafted bills on those subjects on which it feels
bills should be drafted. These become "committee" bills drafted in formal
statutory language. A committee may also choose to draft a bill on a wholly new
subject. Such bills are called "raised" bills. Committee bills and raised bills are
also sent to both houses for a first reading, and then referred to their original
committee for consideration.

Public Hearing

The staff of the committee to which the bill is assigned sends notice of the date

7
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and place of'a public hearing to the member who introduced any proposed bill
upon which the committee bill that is being heard is based. Upon request, such
notices are also provided to other interested persons. Hearing notices are also
published in the Bulletin.

Committee Action

After the public hearing, the committee meets to decide upon its action on the
bill. Notice of such meeting is published in the Bulletin and all meetings are open
to the public. The committee has several options: (1) A "favorable" report which
indicates that a majority of the committee favors the bill and recommends its
passage; (2) a "favorable substitute," that is a bill amended by the committee
before it is favorably reported; (3) a vote to reject, or to "box," the bill; (4) an
"unfavorable" report, which indicates that a majority of the committee opposes
the bill and recommends its rejection. A committee may also vote a "change of
reference" or a "favorable change of reference" to another committee. As the
General Assembly seldom accepts or rejects a bill contrary to a committee's
recommendation, it is important for any member interested in its passage or
rejection to secure substantial backing and to present convincing arguments on
the matter to the committee. The rules permit the members of a committee from
each house to act separately in reporting bills to their respective houses. Such a
provision may be necessary when the House is controlled by one party and the
Senate by another.

The Bill in the House and Senate

Upon a favorable vote, the bill must be first reviewed by the Legislative
Commissioners' Office and approved by a Legislative Commissioner before
being sent to the house in which it was introduced. The Legislative
Commuissioners then deliver the bill to the Clerk of the House or Senate, as the
case may be, who, under the order of business, "Reports of Committees,"
presents the report to the particular house. Without discussion, the bill is read
the second time (by title only) and laid on the table. Each favorably reported bill
is printed and receives a file number distinct from the original bill number. No
further action on the bill can be taken until the second day succeeding the day
on which it is placed in the files which are provided for the purpose on the desk
of'each member. Bills are placed on the Calendar by title, file number, and bill
number in the order in which they are received from committee. Bills that are
ready for action (that is, which have been in the files of the members for two
days) are marked with an "XX" on the Calendar. They are taken up in the order
in which they appear on the Calendar. The third and final reading of the bill is
ordinarily by title only, but any member may request that it be read in full.
Following the reading of the bill, a member of the committee that reported it
explains the committee's reasons for so doing, and a general debate on the bill is
m order. There may be a consent calendar on which bills, designated by the
majority and minority leaders of the house in which they are pending, may be
placed and passed on motion without debate. Any member may move for
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removal of a bill from the consent calendar and, when so removed, the bill is
considered on the regular calendar.

Amendments must be in typewritten form and may be offered by members at
any time prior to final passage. They are prepared in the Legislative
Commissioners' Office at the request of a member. If a bill is amended on third
reading, other than to correct clerical errors or mistakes as to forms or dates, a
Legislative Commissioner must approve the amendment. The bill, as amended,
must be reprinted and returned in its new form to the members' files before it
can be passed.

Passage and Engrossment

After a bill has passed on the third reading, it is held for one day for a motion to
reconsider, which can only be made by a member on the prevailing side of the
vote. If not reconsidered, the bill is transmitted to the other house. If the other
house amends the bill, it comes back to the first house for concurrence in the
amendments. If the amendments are not concurred in, a conference committee
may be appointed to resolve the differences. When passed by both houses, the
bill is delivered to the Legislative Commissioners' Office for engrossing and
supervision of printing in its final form. A Legislative Commissioner, the Clerk of
the Senate and the Clerk of the House then signs the engrossed bill, and the bill
is transmitted by the Clerks to the Secretary of the State who presents it to the
Governor for his approval or veto.

Action by the Governor

If the Governor receives the bill while the legislature is n session, he has five
calendar days, exclusive of Sundays and holidays, m which to sign it or return it
to the house in which it originated with a statement of his objections. In the latter
case, the bill may be reconsidered and, if passed by at least two-thirds of the
members of each house of the General Assembly, it becomes law. Ifthe
Governor does not sign or veto the bill within five calendar days after the same
has been presented to him, Sundays and holidays excepted, it automatically
becomes law unless the General Assembly has adjourned the regular or special
session. Ifthe regular or special session has adjourned, the bill becomes law
unless the Governor, within fifteen calendar days after it has been presented to
him, transmits it to the Secretary of the State with his objections. In such case,
the bill does not become law unless it is reconsidered and re-passed by the
General Assembly by at least two-thirds of the members of each house of the
General Assembly at the time of its reconvening, for its constitutionally
mandated session, to reconsider such vetoes. Veto Session If the Governor
vetoes any bill or bills after the General Assembly has adjourned, the Secretary
ofthe State must reconvene the General Assembly on the second Monday after
the last day on which the Governor is either authorized to transmit or has
transmitted every bill to the Secretary with his objections (Section 15 of Article
IV of'the State Constitution), provided if such Monday falls on a legal holiday
the General Assembly is reconyened on the next following day. The reconvened
34



7/29/13 Office of the House Clerk-Enactment of Bills

session is for the sole purpose of reconsidering and, if the General Assembly so
desires, re-passing such bills. The General Assembly must adjourn sine die not
later than three days following its reconvening.

TRANSCRIPTS OF PROCEEDINGS

A verbatim typewritten record is prepared of all debates on the floor of the
Senate and House and of all testimony at public hearings. Transcripts of floor
debate and public hearing testimony from previous sessions are available in the
legislative reference section of the State Library.

[Home] [Members] [Publications] [Process] [Staff] [Gallery] [Search] [Links] [Site
Map]
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State of Connecticut

Elected Officials — 2013-14

Governor Dannel P. Malloy

Lieutenant Governor Nancy Wyman

Secretary of the State Denise Merrill

Comptroller Kevin Lembo

Attorney General George C. Jepsen

How to Address Officials

Envelope: His Excellency, The Honorable Dannel P. Malloy

State of Connecticut
Executive Chambers, The Capitol
Hartford, CT 06106-1591

Salutation: Dear Governor Malloy:

State Senator (District No....)

Envelope: The Honorable
State Senate
Legislative Office Building
Hartford, CT 06106-1591

Salutation: Dear Senator

State Representative (District No......)

Envelope: The Honorable
State House of Representatives
Legislative Office Building
Hartford, CT 06106-1591

Salutation: Dear Representative

11



VISITOR INFORMATION

Legislative sessions are held at the Capitol Building in Hartford. The public gallery
of the House may be reached by stairways from the 3rd floor; the Senate galleries
open onto the 4th floor. Committee meeting and public hearing rooms are located
in the adjoining Legislative Office Building. Limited parking is available in the LOB
garage off Broad St. and Capitol Avenue. Additional parking information can be
found on the website www.cga.ct.gov

CAPITOL INFORMATION AND TOURS

Capitol Information and Tours, operated by the League of Women Voters of
Connecticut Education Fund, Inc., has two locations: Room 101 in the Capitol and
first floor, west entrance of the Legislative Office Building. Free one-hour guided
tours are available. The League can be reached at (860) 240-0222.

A Legislative Information Center, operated by the House Clerk's Office, is
located in the Capitol basement, Vault 5. It may be reached by calling
(860) 240-0555.

The Connecticut State Library has a bill information retrieval service with the status
of current bills, and historical and governmental reference materials, for both
legislators and the general public. Contact:

Reference Librarian

State Library,

231 Capitol Avenue

Hartford, CT 06106

or by telephone at:

Bill Status Information: (860) 757-6550
Legislative Reference Service: (860) 757-6590

12
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YOUR VOICE MATTERS
at the
CONNECTICUT GENERAL ASSEMBLY

A Guide for Reaching State Legislators
and Testifying at Hearings

Your elected state legislators want to know what you think of proposed legislation
before they vote on it. You can telephone them or write them letters to express
your views. Another effective way of getting your point across is speaking at a
public hearing. Here's how:

GETTING READY

It will help to know the number of the bill you're interested in. To find out, call the
bill status information room at (860) 240-0555, or call one of the toll-free numbers
listed below and ask to be transferred to the Information Room.

The Connecticut General Assembly's internet site (www.cga.ct.gov) will allow you
to retrieve the bill status information on the bill you are interested in, including
current text, up-to-date actions on the bill, introducer, statement of purpose and
CO-SpONSOrs.

Plan your remarks so your viewpoint and reasoning will be clear. It may help you
to write them out completely. There is no need to provide copies, but if you want
to leave written testimony, it's helpful to make enough copies for all members of
the committee holding the hearing, with about 10 extras for staff and files.
Committee staff cannot make these copies for you. Turn in written testimony
before the hearing begins so committee staff can distribute it systematically.

FINDING THE HEARING ROOM

Most hearings are held in the Legislative Office Building (LOB), though some are
in the Capitol. TV monitors at LOB and Capitol entrances show the locations. A
daily bulletin also gives this information and lists all bills scheduled for hearing.
You can get a bulletin in the LOB's ground floor bill room during regular sessions
or on the General Assembly's internet site (www.cga.ct.gov).

SIGNING UP

Pick up a copy of the bill from the rack outside the hearing room.

13



WHEN YOU COME TO TESTIFY

Read the legislative bulletin for the particular information on the sign-up process,
for that day. The sign up sheet has space to print your name legibly, the bill(s)
you are speaking on, and sometimes, whether you are for or against the bill. Sign
up sheets are usually in place one hour before the hearing.

After signing up, you may be seated in the hearing room, or look around the
building until the hearing begins. It is a good idea to read the bill before you
speak, to be sure you understand it.

HEARING PROCEDURES

Speaking Order: One of the committee's co-chairpersons will preside over the
hearing, setting rules that seem fair for the circumstances and calling speakers
from the signup sheets. At many, but not all hearings, the first hour is reserved
for legislators and agency heads or invited guests. Remaining speakers are
usually called in the order in which their names appear on the signup sheet,
although some chairpersons alternate between supporters and opponents of a
bill. Chairpersons often ask large groups to appoint a single spokesperson. Some
committees hear all testimony on one bill before proceeding to the next, following
the agenda printed in the bulletin.

Comings and Goings: Some hearings last for several hours. Legislators may
leave and reenter the room if they are scheduled for more than one hearing or
meeting. But all testimony is recorded so they can read it later.

Decorum: A hearing is an important step in the process of making law, so it is a
formal occasion. Please give your courteous attention to other speakers,
regardless of their views. Don't applaud or indicate pleasure or displeasure with
anyone's remarks.

YOUR TURN AT THE MICROPHONE

When you are called, sit at the speaker's desk. You may begin with "Madam
Chair, Mr. Chairman" (as appropriate) "and members of the committee."
Introduce yourself very distinctly so the transcriber can understand, and mention
your town and the number and title of the bill you'll be speaking on. In addition,
most hearings and meetings are covered by Connecticut Network (CT-N) for
broadcast over local cable access stations.

14



Indicate right away whether you support the bill, oppose it, or are offering
suggestions to improve it. Then explain your reasoning. Follow this procedure for
each bill you discuss.

Keep your remarks short; 3-5 minutes is usually enough, but be sure not to
exceed any announced time limits. If other speakers have already made your
point, you can say that you agree with, or want to associate yourself with the
remarks of one or more previous speakers. Your views and your name will then
be clearly on record.

When you finish, remain at the microphone for a moment, in case committee
members want to ask questions. Then return to your seat or leave the hearing,
as you wish.

SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS

You can help committee staff plan for comfortable, efficient hearings if you notify
them in advance when you intend to bring an unusually large group or a large
number of people requiring wheelchair space, or if you need projection
equipment. The staff can provide headsets for hearing-impaired people without
advance notice.

TO CONTACT YOUR LEGISLATOR

« The blue pages of the telephone directory (available for free and found in
the League of Women Voters Information Service areas of the LOB and
the Capitol) list the home or business numbers of your state
representative and senator. You will find them under "Connecticut, State
of. State Legislators."

e The General Assembly maintains several toll-free numbers through which
you may be transferred to a legislator or to the bill status information room.

House Democrats 1-800-842-8267
House Democratic Leadership 1-800-842-1902
House Republicans. 1-800-842-8270
House Republican Leadership 1-800-842-1423
Senate Democrats 1-800-842-1420
Senate Republicans 1-800-842-1421

e To reach a committee office, obtain the number from the League of

15



Women Voters Capitol Information Service (860-240-0222) or ask to be
transferred from a toll-free number.

e If you use a TDD (Telecommunications Device for the Deaf), you can call
these numbers:

House Democrats (860) 240-0160
House Republicans. (860) 240-0161
Senate Democrats (860) 240-0162
Senate Republicans (860) 240-0163
Human Services Committee (860) 240-0164

e The senator or representative can also be contacted via email from the
appropriate caucus website:

House Democrats  http://www.cga.ct.gov/hdo/
House Republicans. http://www.housegop.state.ct.us/
Senate Democrats  http://www.senatedems.state.ct.us/

Senate Republicans http://www.senatereps.state.ct.us/

TO FOLLOW A BILL

During the legislative session, the bill status information room (860-240-0555)
can tell you how far a bill has progressed through the legislative process. The
Connecticut State Library can provide this information during end between
sessions (860-757-6550). You may dial either of these numbers or be transferred
from one of the toll-free numbers.

Bill status information is also available on the General Assembly's internet site
(www.cga.ct.gov).
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Connecticut General Assembly

Frequently Asked Questions

About the Connecticut General Assembly (CGA)
What is the Connecticut General Assembly?

The Connecticut General Assembly is the legislative branch of State
Government. The General Assembly, which is made up of the House of
Representatives (151 members) and the Senate (36 members), enacts laws
dealing with the collection and allocation of funds, public welfare, the
environment, education, public works, civil and criminal law and other matters.

How are members of the General Assembly chosen?

Members are elected in November of even-numbered years from the districts in
which they reside. Members of the Connecticut House of Representatives and
the Connecticut Senate serve for a two-year term.

When does the General Assembly meet?

Our legislature is considered to be part-time. Regular sessions of the General
Assembly are held from January to June in odd-numbered years, and from
February to May in even-numbered years.

How does the General Assembly work?

The General Assembly meets in the State Capitol in Hartford. General Assembly
committees usually meet and hold most public hearings in the adjoining
Legislative Office Building, which also houses Legislators’ offices. Committees,
which may operate year-round, meet to review proposed legislation and make
recommendations to the full House and Senate. A more detailed description is
available at

http://www.cga.ct.gov/olm/PandDs/This_is_Your_General Assembly.pdf.

The Lawmaking Process

How do I find out when a proposal for new legislation (bill) will be voted on
in the House and Senate?

Once a bill has been voted favorably out of committee, it is listed on the

Calendar. After it has been on the Calendar for three days it can be voted on by
the General Assembly. The Speaker of the House controls the agenda for the

17



House of Representatives and the President Pro Tempore controls the agenda
for the Senate. The House publishes a GO LIST just prior to a House session.
This list of bills and/or resolutions on the Calendar reflects the legislation the
House intends to take up on a particular session day. To find the GO LIST, click
the House link (located on the left side of the home page or at the top of a
secondary page), and click Go List. Each time a new Go List is published, you
will see a link to the document on the home page under CGA Today.

Who can testify at a public hearing? What are the rules? How long should
testimony be? Who speaks first? Should | bring copies of testimony?

Anyone may testify at a public hearing. The rules vary by committee. The notice
of the Public Hearing in the Bulletin provides basic rule information. Testimony
should be no longer than three to five minutes. The first hour of a hearing is
normally reserved for legislators and agency heads or invited guests. Then
testimony is taken in the order people signed up. Written testimony is not
required but is recommended. If you bring written testimony, you must bring a
copy for every committee member.

Click the Citizen Guide link (located on the left side of the home page or at the
top of a secondary page) for a Guide to Testifying at a Public Hearing and a
video, Joining the Debate.

What is the deadline for proposing new legislation/bills?

Legislators must propose bills within approximately one week of the opening day
of the session. Actual dates are listed in the Joint Rules of the General
Assembly.

What is the deadline for each legislative committee to report bills favorably
to the General Assembly?

To find a table of committee deadlines, click Session Information (located on the
left side of the home page or at the top of a secondary page), and click
Committee Deadlines.

Where can I find current laws?

The Legislative Commissioners' Office is responsible for compiling the General
Statutes of Connecticut and releases an edition every other year. Ina
nonpublishing year, the Public and Special Acts for that year represent new
legislation not currently incorporated into the statutes. The Public and Special
Acts, as well as the Statutes, are all available in the Search system. Click the
Search link (located on the left side of the home page or at the top of a
secondary page),

18



Bill Information and Status
How can | search for a particular bill to find its status?

At the top of the page is a Quick Search by bill number. Enter a bill number and
click the Go button. In addition, many options for searching bill information are
provided from the Search link (located on the left side of the home page or at the
top of a secondary page).

How can I find bills proposed for a particular area of interest?

Click the Search link (located on the left side of the home page or at the top of a
secondary page). From the options, click Subject Index to Bills A-Z. Click on the
letter that represents the first character of the topic you wish to review (i.e., "E"
for Environment Permits). Click on the topic link from the list to see the bills
categorized under that particular topic by the Connecticut State Library.

How can I find how my Legislator has voted on a particular issue?

At the top of the page is a Quick Search by bill number. Enter a bill number and
click the Go button. You can click the links under the Votes section. The
Connecticut State Library (http://www.cslib.org/) can also provide voting
information.

How can | receive periodic information regarding legislative action?

At the top of the page is a link for Bill Tracking. This application allows you to
track legislative activity on bills.

Connecticut Statutes

Where do I find the Connecticut Statutes?

Click the Statutes link at the top of the page. Click Search Statutes to execute a
text search of the latest published statutes. Click Browse Statutes to view the
statutes by chapter.

Contact your Legislators

Who are my Representative and Senator and how do | contact them?

Click the House or Senate links (located on the left side of the home page or at
the top of a secondary page), and click Find Your Legislator. Click the district
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number for your town and you will get to their individual web page, which
contains contact information. If your town has more than one legislative district
(more than one representative or senator) you will be directed to a map of your
area to determine in which district you live.

How can | determine which Legislators are on a particular committee?

From the top of the page click Committees A-H & I-Z. From the list, click the
appropriate committee, and then click Committee Membership.

Where can | get a list of all Legislators?

Click the House or Senate links (located on the left side of the home page or at
the top of a secondary page). From the options, click Members. The
alphabetical list includes district number, a link to email and website, political
party, and a link to bills introduced.

Schedule of Events
How can I find a schedule of events?

You may either click a particular day on the calendar in the middle of the home
page, or click the Bulletin link under CGA Today. The Bulletin provides a listing
of events scheduled in the next two weeks — including days the House or Senate
will be in session in their chambers (Session Days), committee meetings, public
hearings and other events. Printed copies are available in the Bill Room in the
Legislative Office Building (first floor).

Visitor Resources

What is the address and phone number of the Capitol?

State Capitol, 210 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, CT 06106

(860) 240-0100 Office of Legislative Management.

Where can I find information on visiting and touring the Capitol including
directions and parking information?

The Capitol and Legislative Office Building are open Monday — Friday, 8:00 a.m. to
5:00 p.m. See Capitol Tours under the link Citizen Guide or call (860) 240-0222.
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Which entrances are open to the public?

At the Capitol, the Southwest/Capitol Avenue and west entrances (facing the
Legislative Office Building) are open to the public. The west entrance is
handicapped accessible with a ramp and automatic door.

At the Legislative Office Building, there are public entrances, at the west side of the

first floor facing Broad Street, from the parking garage (leading to the third floor) and

on the third floor facing the Capitol. All are handicapped accessible.

Where are the public galleries to view legislative session and public hearing events?
Legislative sessions are held at the Capitol Building in Hartford. The public gallery of

the House may be reached by stairways from the 3rd floor; the Senate galleries open

onto the 4th floor.

Committee meeting and public hearing rooms are located in the adjoining
Legislative Office Building.

Limited parking is available in the LOB garage off Broad St. and Capitol Avenue.
Additional parking information can be found on the website www.cga.ct.gov.

Are there services for the physically challenged?

The Capitol and Legislative Office Building are administered in compliance with
the Federal Americans with Disabilities Act. Requests for accommodations
should be directed to the Office of Legislative Management (860) 240-0100.
Where can | purchase something to eat?

There is a cafeteria in the Legislative Office Building that is open from 7 a.m. to 4

p.m. Soda, candy and snack machines are located in the Legislative Office
Building and Capitol.
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- Search Session Information House Senate Legislative References Citizen Guide
(FENERAL ASSEMBLY

Session Scheduling Rules

There shall be a regular session of the General Assembly on the Wednesday following the first Monday
of January in the odd-numbered years and on the Wednesday following the first Monday of February in
the even-numbered years, and at such other times as the general assembly shall judge necessary; but
the person administering the Office of Governor may, on special emergencies, convene the General
Assembly at any other time.

All regular and special sessions of the General Assembly shall be held at Hartford, but the person
administering the Office of Governor may, in case of special emergency, convene the assembly at any
other place in the state.

The General Assembly shall adjourn each regular session in the odd-numbered years not later than the
first Wednesday after the first Monday in June and in the even-numbered years

not later than the first Wednesday after the first Monday in May and shall adjourn each special session
upon completion of its business.

If any bill passed by any regular or special session or any appropriation item described in Section 16 of
Article Fourth has been disapproved by the Governor prior to its adjournment, and has not been
reconsidered by the assembly, or is so disapproved after such adjournment, the Secretary of the State
shall reconvene the General Assembly on the second Monday after the last day on which the Governor
is authorized to transmit or has transmitted every bill to the Secretary with his objections pursuant to
Section 15 of Article Fourth of this constitution, whichever occurs first; provided if such Monday falls on
a legal holiday the General Assembly shall be reconvened on the next following day.

The reconvened session shall be for the sole purpose of reconsidering and, if the assembly so desires,
repassing such bills.

The General Assembly shall adjourn sine die not later than three days following its reconvening.

In the even year session the General Assembly shall consider no business other than budgetary,
revenue and financial matters, bills and resolutions raised by committees of the General Assembly and
those matters certified in writing by the Speaker of the House of Representatives and President Pro
Tempore of the Senate to be of an emergency nature.

@ Contact Us | Disclaimer | Privacy Policy | Site Map | Site Help | External Links | Capitol Tours | Employment mgv
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Directions to the Connecticut State Capitol and Legislative Office Building

Connecticut State Capitol

The State Capitol building is located at 210 Capitol Avenue, Hartford.

Traveling on 1-84 East - Take Exit 48, Capitol Avenue, get into the left lane of the exit
ramp and follow the signs for Asylum Street.

At the end of the exit ramp turn right onto Asylum Street, continue bearing right until you
come to Pulaski Circle and take another right onto EIm Street.

Follow Elm Street to the traffic light, at the traffic light proceed across Trinity Street directly
onto the Capitol grounds.

Traveling on 1-84 West - Take Exit 48, Asylum Street, at the end of the exit ramp turn
left at the light onto Asylum Street.

Get into the right lane and go under the railroad bridge.

Continue bearing right until you come to Pulaski Circle and take another right onto EIm
Street.

Follow EIm Street to the traffic light, at the traffic light proceed across Trinity Street directly
onto the Capitol grounds.

Traveling on 1-91 North or South - Take Exit 29A, Capitol Avenue, follow the highway
along to Pulaski Circle, go half way around the circle and exit to the right onto ElIm Street.
Follow EIm Street to the traffic light, at the traffic light proceed across Trinity Street directly
onto the Capitol grounds.

Parking - Limited public parking is available in the spaces immediately upon entering the
grounds. On-street metered parking and commercial parking lots are also nearby.

Legislative Office Building

The Legislative Office Building is located at 300 Capitol Avenue, Hartford.

Traveling on 1-84 East - Take Exit 48, Capitol Avenue, get into the right lane of the exit
ramp.
At the end of the exit ramp turn right onto Capitol Avenue.

Take the first right past the Legislative Office Building, proceed to the back of the garage
and take a right to enter the garage using the left hand lane (employees) or the right hand
lane (visitors).

Traveling on 1-84 West - Take Exit 48, Asylum Street, at the end of the exit ramp turn
right at the light onto Asylum Street.

At the YWCA turn left onto Broad Street, proceed through two stop lights, immediately after
the Armory building take the first left and then another left at the end of the short access
road.

Follow this road around the garage to the back and take a right to enter the garage using
the left hand lane (employees) or the right hand lane (visitors).

Traveling on 1-91 North or South - Take Exit 29A, Capitol Avenue, proceed through the
Pulaski Circle at the end of the long exit road. Take a right on EIm Street and turn left at
Trinity Street.

Go past the Capitol building and the 1-84 entrance ramp, all on your right.

Take the first right past the Legislative Office Building, proceed to the back of the garage
and take a right to enter the garage using the left hand lane (employees) or the right hand
lane (visitors).

Parking - Limited public parking is available on the first floor of the parking garage. There

is a connector to the Legislative Office Building at the roof level. On-street metered parking
and commercial parking lots are also nearby.

Printable Version

45

http://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/menu/drivingdirections.asp 8/8/2008



	cover
	LegGuideContents
	LegislativeGuideContents
	13findyourlegislator.pdf
	13howbillbecomeslaw
	13enactment
	13howtoaddress
	testifying
	FAQs
	schedulerules
	tpaannouncement
	LegislativeTerms
	AbbreviationsAcronyms
	drivingdirections



