Fiction
Aladdin and the Enchanted Lamp. Philip Pullman;
illus. by Sophy Williams.
0439692555, $16.95. A wonderful retelling of the classic
tale of the boy who inherits a
magic lamp. Set in China, its
original location, the book’s tone is mild enough to
be appropriate for younger children. Full of action,
intrigue and wit, with beautiful illustrations. (HE)
Charlie Bone and the Castle
of Mirrors. Jenny Nimmo.
0439545285, $9.95. 4th in the
Children of the Red King
series. Charlie and his magically
gifted friends and relatives work
together to rescue Billy Raven, a
young orphan, from a mysterious
and dangerous couple who have adopted him. (MB)
Danger: Dynamite! Ann
Capeci. 1561452882, $12.95.
Cascade Mountain Railroad
Mysteries, Book 1. Children
who have enjoyed the Boxcar
Children will enjoy this new
mystery series, set in a 1920s
Cascade mountain railroad camp.
Includes interesting historical notes. (VB)
Each Little Bird That Sings.
Deborah Wiles. 0152051139,
$16.00. Comfort Snowberger, 10,
may have a family in the funeral business - but that doesn’t
prepare her for great-great-aunt
Florentine’s death. With her dog
Dismay, Comfort copes with her
cousin’s outbursts and her best friend’s betrayal. A
wonderful book - funny, sad, loving and hopeful. A
2005 National Book Award ﬁnalist. (BTS, MTS)

The End of the Beginning:
Being the Adventures of a
Small Snail (and an Even
Smaller Ant). Avi; illus.
by Tricia Tusa. 0152049681,
$14.95. Avi has created a modern classic in the vein of Lewis
Carroll and in the spirit of Frog
and Toad. A whimisical delight for young readers
and a ﬁne read aloud for younger children. (VB)

MVP*: Magellan Voyage Project. Doug Evans. 1932425136,
$16.95. Can twelve-year-old
Adam Story be the ﬁrst to travel
around the world, alone, in forty
days? Maybe – if he can avoid
the tranquilizer darts and the
dastardly Baron von Sheepsbottom. Pick up this fast-paced tale for adventurers
and Amazing Race fans. (RP)

Inkspell. Cornelia Funke.
0439554004, $19.99. Stories
don’t end on the last page, as the
characters from Inkheart (2003)
discover when they are read
into the Inkworld and literally
become caught up in a book.
Filled with joy, pain, suspense
and magic, this is a spellbinding tale. (CLRSE,
DH2, JN)

Mystery at Blackbeard’s Cove.
Audrey Penn. 0974930318,
$14.95. A pirate treasure, ghosts,
the Underground Railroad, an approaching hurricane, and laughout-loud fun all together make this
a book that is hard to put down.
(RP)

Magyk. Angie Sage; illus.
by Mark Zug. 0060577312,
$16.99. Septimus Heap series,
Book 1. A boggart, an ExtraOrdinary Wizard with purplepointed snakeskin shoes, and
a Message Rat are but a few of
the colorful characters who join
four brave children on an action-packed, magykal
adventure. Though hefty in size, this is an accessible and action-packed fantasy. (BK, JN)
Makeovers by Marcia. Claudia Mills. 0374346542, $16.00.
Pretty, popular Marcia Faitak
is assigned by her social studies
teacher to do community work
at a local nursing home. Since
experimenting with makeup
is her favorite activity, Marcia
chooses this track to deal with
all those old people. A sweet intergenerational story
with its share of philosophy and humor. (CM)

Show Way. Jacqueline Woodson; illus. by Hudson Talbott.
0399237496, $16.99. A gorgeously illustrated picture book for
older readers about a quilt used
as a map to freedom by slaves,
and the strength of family ties it
represents. “One of the most remarkable books of
the year” --Kirkus. (JN)
The Silver Spoon of Solomon Snow. Kaye Umanski. 0763627925, $14.99. In this
brilliant Dickensian adventure,
foundling Solly Snow discovers he
was born with a silver spoon in his
mouth. Join Solly and a fantastic
cast of characters as he sets out to ﬁnd that spoon
and, hopefully, his real parents. (RA)

The Penderwicks: A Summer Tale of Four Sisters, Two
Rabbits and a Very Interesting Boy. Jeanne Birdsall.
0375831436, $15.95. A comforting family story featuring four
incredibly fabulous sisters on a
summer adventure in the Berkshires. This 2005 National Book Award ﬁnalist
is reminiscent of stories you may have loved from
your own childhood. I adore the Penderwicks! (JB)

The Spiderwick Chronicles:
Notebook for Fantastical Observations. Tony DiTerlizzi and
Holly Black. 1416903453, $9.95.
This interactive storybook features
17 mini-adventures collected from
faerie watchers around the globe,
as well as space to add readers’ own stories, maps,
charts, notes, etc. Fantasy fans will devour this
book while thinking creatively and exercising their
imaginations. Have fun with faeries! (CD)

Project Mulberry. Linda Sue
Park. 0618477861, $16.00.
[CD audio edition: Read by
Mina Kim and the author.
0307245365, $28.00.] Julia
and Patrick set their sights on
winning a blue ribbon at the
state fair. As they overcome one
obstacle after another, a tale of
friendship, prejudice and family dynamics ensues.
The superb audio version features the author as
herself. (JR)

Non-Fiction & Poetry
A Book About Design:
Complicated Doesn’t Make
It Good. Mark Gonyea.
0805075755, $18.95. It’s funny,
colorful, hands-on, and it makes
sense. Gonyea has, with great
accuracy and simplicity, created a perfect introduction to design. He covers color, contrast and
contour in this short and uncomplicated title that’s
perfect for kids and adults alike. (HB)

The DK Children’s Cookbook.
Katharine Ibbs. 0756605970,
$17.99. Over 50 great recipes that
appeal to kids, with clear pictures
of each step. (MJC)
For more advanced chefs, try
The International Cookbook
for Kids. Matthew Locricchio.
0761451854, $18.95. A spiralbound cookbook including 60 recipes from China, France, Italy, and Mexico. (AO)
A Kick in the Head: An
Everyday Guide to Poetic
Forms. Paul B. Janeczko,
illus. by Chris Raschka.
0763606626, $17.99. Clever
poems and humorous pictures
provide an entertaining lesson
on how to recognize 29 forms of poetry. (MS)
Kids Knit!: Simple Steps to
Nifty Projects. Sarah Bradberry. 0806977337, $14.95.
Presents basic knitting techniques
and instructions for making a
backpack, pillow, doll, and other
simple projects. (CLRSE)
Runny Babbit: A Billy Sook.
Shel Silverstein. 0060284048,
$18.89. Silverstein’s wacky poetry
shines in the crazy mixed-up life
of Runny Babbit. With fantastic
word play and humor, a great read
for middle & teen readers (adults too!). (DF)
Seen Art? Jon Scieszka;
illus. by Lane Smith.
0670059862, $16.99. This
winning, wacky team is back
to introduce kids to some of the world’s best modern art. Features comical text, playful illustrations,
and full-color reproductions of artwork. (CLRSE)
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Regina Aleksandravicius, Wethersﬁeld Library (RA)
Heather Baker, Harwinton Public Library (HB)
Jane Breen, Bishop’s Corner Library/West Hartford (JB)
Nancy Brewer, Ledyard Libraries (CLRSE)*
Virginia Brousseau, Tolland Public Library (VB)
Margaret Brown & the C.H. Booth Library Y.A. Council/Newtown (MB)
Mary-Jane Carle, Bill Memorial Library/Groton (MJC;
CLRSE)*
Cheryl Donahue, Canton Public Library (CD)
Roberta Donahue, Mystic/Noank Library (CLRSE)*
Helena Estes, Case Memorial Library/Orange (HE)
Deborah Fleet, Voluntown Public Library (DF)
Dawn Higginson, Oxford Public Library (DH2)
Ronna Keith, Phoebe Grifﬁn Noyes Lib./Old Lyme
(CLRSE)*
Barbara Klipper, Ferguson Library/Stamford (BK)
Cathy Mauro, Trumbull Library (CM)
Jennifer Needham, Booth & Dimock Memorial Library/Coventry (JN)
Annette Ouellet, Somers Public Library (AO)
Sue Palmieri, Groton Public Library (CLRSE)*
Renee Pease, Welles-Turner Memorial Library/
Glastonbury (RP)
Judy Rabin, Woodbridge Library (JR)
Martha Simpson, Stratford Library Association (MS)
Mary Tichey-Staack, Branchville Elementary School/
Ridgeﬁeld (MTS)
Barbara Tolve-Silver, Windsor Public Library (BTS)

*CLRSE=Children’s Librarians’ Roundtable, Southeast Region.
Contributors with this designation developed and submitted
their recommendations as a group.

About “Love Your Library”

The CT Library Consortium, the CT Library Association
and the CT State Library are partnering with Barnes &
Noble Booksellers to “Love Your Library” this holiday
season. On Friday, December 2 and Saturday, December
3, Barnes & Noble will donate up to 25% of every sale at
Connecticut store locations to Connecticut’s libraries! To
qualify, purchases must be accompanied by a “Love Your
Library” voucher - we’ve provided one for you at the
right. Complete details for this exciting event are available
at www.LoveYourLibrary.com.

About the CT Library Consortium

The Connecticut Library Consortium is a non-proﬁt, statewide membership organization for all types of libraries
- public, academic, school, and corporate/special. CLC facilitates a variety of cost-saving and professional services
in order to strengthen libraries’ ability to serve their users.

Best Books for

Middle Readers
(ages 8-12)
A list for holiday giving

Voucher

Benefiting Connecticut Libraries
www.loveyourlibrary.com
Shop at all Connecticut B&N stores
and select MA and RI stores.

Recommended by
Connecticut’s
Children’s & Teen Librarians
November 2005

Date: Friday, December 2 and
Saturday, December 3, 2005
Present this voucher when making your purchase
during Love Your Library days, and 15-25% of
your sale will be donated to Connecticut’s Libraries.
For Office Use Only:
Register #:

Transaction #:

Amount of sales before tax less purchase of
Gift Cards, Membership Cards and café consumables:

$
The following transactions are not included in
Bookfair totals: The purchase of Gift Cards,
Membership cards, and café consumables

Educator’s Discount cards may not
be used in conjunction with this voucher.
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234 Court Street
Middletown, CT 06457
860-344-8777
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