Angels Watching Over Me,
adapted by Julia Durango; illus.
by Elisa Kleven. 9780689862526;
$16.99. A warm, reassuring book
with multitudes of multicultural
angels hovering around a li�le boy
as he exuberantly dances, leaps and
tumbles through a brightly colored
world of ﬂowers, trees and animals,
on his way from morning to night.
Baby Bear, Baby Bear, What
Do You See?, by Bill Martin, Jr.; illus. by Eric Carle.
9780805083361; $16.95. Young
readers will enjoy Baby Bear’s
quest to ﬁnd Mama, and they’ll
revel in identifying each of the native North American animals that
appear along the way.
The Baby’s Playtime Book, by
Kay Chorao. 9780525475767;
$16.99. This is a collection of
traditional rhymes and poems about
games, toys, and imaginative play.

Beetle Bop, by Denise
Fleming. 9780152059361;
$16.00. Another tour-deforce by Fleming, with her
signature brilliant colors and
clever use of text and texture.
Any child will be mesmerized by the pictures and the
rhymes sing in your ears.
The Busy Li�le Squirrel, by
Nancy Tafuri. 9780689873416;
$15.99. Squirrel is so busy
ge�ing ready for winter, he has
no time to stop and play. This
beautifully illustrated, simple
story is sure to delight li�le
ones.

Clip-Clop!, by Nicola Smee.
9781905417094, $12.95 (hc);
9781905417605, $6.95 (board
book). One a�er the other, a
group of barnyard friends climb
aboard Mr. Horse for a ride.
Faster, they beg...faster! But
will “faster” lead to disaster?
No...just a satisfying ending
that toddlers will love!
A Closer Look, by Mary
McCarthy. 9780061240737,
$16.99. A few words and bright
close-up illustrations encourage youngsters to explore the
natural world as well as the
world of books.

Cowlick!, by Christin Ditchﬁeld;
illus. by Rosalind Beardshaw.
9780375835407, $14.99. What do
you get when you combine slurpy
bovine kisses with sleeping children? This beautifully illustrated,
gentle read-aloud ﬁnally oﬀers an
explanation of how children wake
up with “bed head” hair.
Dog, by Ma�hew Van
Fleet; photos by Brian
Stanton. 9781416941378,
$14.99. Superb photographs of real dogs make
this sturdy book a great gi�
for all who get a kick out
of man’s best friend. Young dog lovers can pull tabs and
li� the ﬂaps in this toy book to make the dogs move and
stimulate their senses by feeling the textures of the dogs
“fur” and sticky “tongues.”
Fish, Swish! Splash, Dash!
Counting Round and
Round, by Suse Macdonald.
9781416936053, $8.99. Follow
the leader and count to ten and
back again in this brightly colored,
sturdy book that will delight 0-3s.

Flip-a-Face, Baby Flip-a-Face,
& Flip-a-Shape series: Colors;
Smiles; Woof-Woof; Yum! et
al. Illus. by SAMi (various
authors). $8.95 each. Brightlycolored die-cut illustrations on
sturdy board stock allow children
to change the pictures in these
clever, tot-friendly books.
Go to Sleep, Russell the
Sheep, by Rob Sco�on. Board
book, 9780061284342, $9.99.
Russell tries all kinds of things to
help him fall asleep. Listen to the
ending to see if he succeeds!
Here’s A
Li�le Poem: A Very First Book
of Poetry, ed. by Jane Yolen and
Andrew Fusek Peters; illus. by
Polly Dunbar. 9780763631413,
$21.99. The work of many wellknown poets is included in this
illustrated collection for young
children.
Hurry! Hurry!, by Eve
Bunting; illus. by Jeﬀ
Mack. 9780152054106,
$16.00. The calm of the
barnyard is sha�ered when
rooster shouts “HURRY!
HURRY!” All the animals
rush to see the farm’s latest
arrival. There’s plenty of
movement and excitement in this simple story, with bright
acrylic illustrations to delight li�le ones.
I Have a Li�le Dreidel, by Maxie
Baum, illus. by Julie Paschkis.
9780439649971, $9.99. The favorite
song is enhanced with extra verses
describing the Hanukkah celebration
of family gathering, making and eating latkes, lighting the menorah and,
of course, playing the dreidel game.
Rich, folk-art-style illustrations add
charm and warmth.

Lola at the Library, by Anna
McQuinn; illus. by Rosalind
Beardshaw. 9781580891134,
$15.95. A subtle, yet enthusiastic
book about a li�le girl’s love of everything about libraries, including
story time, the walk home from the
library and reading library books
at bedtime.
Look at You!: A Baby Body
Book, by Kathy Henderson; illus. by Paul Howard.
9780763627454, $15.99. From
learning to crawl to clapping
their hands, babies are always
doing something new. Lively
poems and adorable, large-scale
illustrations aptly capture
babies’ delight.
Merry Christmas, Cheeps,
by Julie Stiegemeyer; illus.
by Carol Baicker-McKee.
9781599900643, $9.95. The
indomitable Cheeps family, Mom,
Dad, brother and sister, is back in
this holiday–themed romp. The
day before Christmas ﬁnds the
family ge�ing ready – decorating
the tree, hanging stockings, etc.
One Magical Day, by Claire
Freedman; illus. by Tina
Macnaughton. 9781561485673,
$16.95. From sunrise to sunset,
all of the baby animals enjoy
the magic of a summer’s day. A
perfect read-aloud for the very
young crowd.
1 2 3: A Child’s First Counting Book, by Alison Jay.
9780525478362, $15.99. A li�le
girl wakes up to ﬁnd a beautiful
fairy tale world right outside her
window. Young readers can help
spot the familiar characters and
count from 1 to 10. A lovely book
with glorious illustrations.

Orange Pear Apple
Bear, by Emily Grave�.
9781416939993, $12.99. Using
only the four words in the title
and pairing them with charming
illustrations, Grave� tells a tale
that will leave toddlers hungry
for a snack and a second reading.
A Perfect Day, by Remy Charlip.
9780060519728, $16.99. A father
and son’s perfect day consists of
doing ordinary things. In less than
100 words, Charlip has cra�ed a cozy
story that is a perfect example of parent and child bonding.
Pip and
Squeak, by Ian Schoenherr.
9780060872533, $16.99. A delightful snowy winter tale about two
adorable mice that have forgo�en a
gi� for their friend rabbit. What are
they to do on their way to the party?
This adorable winter book is sure to
make young readers smile!
Rise and Shine: A Pop-Up Book, by Dana Meachen
Rau; illus. by Melanie Williamson. 9781581175592,
$10.95. Rise and shine, sleepyhead! Join these adorable pop-up
animals as they open their eyes
to a beautiful morning and prepare themselves for a fun-ﬁlled
day. Perfect for 0-3!
Skippyjon
Jones: Color
Crazy; Skippyjon Jones: Up
and Down, both
by Judy Schachner. Board
books, $6.99 each. The adorable Siamese cat who thinks
he’s a Chihuahua, returns in two imaginative concept
books for the youngest listeners.

A Very Merry Christmas, by Geoﬀrey Hayes.
9780061227578, $5.99. Board
book. Bella, a very excited li�le
mouse, repeatedly asks, “When is
Santa coming?” as she participates in such holiday-themed
activities as baking cookies and
decorating a tree. Watch for the
pop-up surprise!
Wake Up Engines, by Denise
Dowling Mortensen; illus. by
Melissa Iwai. 9780618517367,
$16.00. A beautiful way to start
the day for the large engine
enthusiasts. Also see Good Night
Engines.
What Will Fat Cat Sit
On?, by Jan Thomas.
9780152060510; $12.95. All
of the animals hope that fat cat
won’t sit on them! A funny,
predictable story that will have
preschoolers joining right in.
What’s Wrong, Li�le Pookie?, by Sandra Boynton.
9780375845529, $5.99. Board
book. Pookie is crying, and he
won’t say why. Mom asks him
questions that become increasingly silly, and succeeds in making
Pookie forget what he was upset
about in the ﬁrst place! Boynton’s
rhyming text and so�ly colored illustrations are the perfect
antidote to the grumpies!
Where is Baby’s Dreidel?, by
Karen Katz. 9781416936237,
6.99. Board book. It’s Hanukkah, and Baby wants to spin
the dreidel -- but where is it?
Li� the ﬂaps to ﬁnd sparkly foil
Hanukkah gi�s, and join Baby
in this fun-ﬁlled hide-and-seek
adventure.

Contributors

• Tess Beck, Children’s Librarian, Stratford Library
• Groton Public Library Children’s Services Staﬀ
• S.D. Harris, Head of Children’s Services, South
Norwalk Branch, Norwalk Public Library
• Suzanne Harrison-Thomas, Children’s Librarian,
Milford Public Library
• Barbara Klipper, Youth Services Librarian, The
Ferguson Library, Stamford
• Laura Larsen, Children’s Librarian, Russell Library,
Middletown
• Vida Lashgari, Asst. Head of Children’s Services,
Farmington Library
• Amy Lilien-Harper, Children’s Librarian, Ferguson
Library, Stamford
• Nadine Lipman, Head of Children’s Services,
Waterford Public Library
• Marla Martin, Children’s Librarian, Woodbury
Public Library
• Nancy McLaughlin, Head of Children’s Services,
Hamden Public Library
• Jennifer Needham, Head of Children’s Services,
Booth & Dimock Memorial Library, Coventry
• Renee Pease, Children’s Services Librarian, WellesTurner Memorial Library, Glastonbury
• Ellen Phillips, Head of Children/Teen Services,
Enﬁeld Public Library
• Christine Sarrazin, Web Librarian, CLC
• Martha Simpson, Children’s Services Head,
Stratford Library Association
• Linda Slate, Children’s Librarian, Jonathan
Trumbull Library, Lebanon
• Ann Szaley, Children’s Librarian, Seymour PL
• Brienne Tripp, Children’s Services, Wethersﬁeld PL
• Allison Whiston, Children’s Librarian, Killingly PL

The Connecticut Library Consortium (CLC) is a nonproﬁt, statewide membership organization for all
types of libraries - public, academic, school, and corporate/special. CLC facilitates a variety of cost-saving and professional services in order to strengthen
libraries’ ability to serve their users. Visit us online at
www.ctlibrarians.org and discover how we’re helping
YOUR library.

Best Books for

Babies &
Toddlers
A list for holiday giving
Recommended by
Connecticut’s
Children’s Librarians
November 2007

CT Library Consortium
234 Court Street
Middletown, CT 06457
860-344-8777
clc@ctlibrarians.org
www.ctlibrarians.org

