Blood Red Road, by Moira
Young. Saba lives in a desert
wasteland with her family, scavenging to stay alive.
When a sandstorm brings
four cloaked horsemen to her
isolated village, Saba’s world
is changed in a minute. They
take her twin brother, Lugh
- and vanish. Saba’s quest to
�ind her brother is fraught
with perils, adventures, and
evil villains.
Bunheads, by Sophie Flack.
Hannah’s always wanted to
be a ballerina. Now she’s a
dancer with the ultra-prestigious Manhattan Ballet
Company, but she’s also juggling a potential relationship, friendships, and trying
to have a life.
The Chronicles of Harris Burdick, by Chris Van Allsburg. This collection of short stories is a companion to
the beloved Mysteries of Harris Burdick picture book.
Some of today’s best authors (M.T. Anderson, Steven
King, Cory Doctorow
...) created short
stories to accompany
the beautiful drawings
in Mysteries.... There’s
a story for every type
of reader, and it’s fun
to imagine what type
of story you would
have created based
on a picture. Consider
giving both of these
books together.

Crossed, by Allie Condie
(the sequel to Matched – also
reviewed; see below). Picking
up seamlessly where Matched
left you breathlessly hanging is Crossed. Cassia is now
facing an uncertain future
outside of the city. Her search
for Ky leads throughout the
outer provinces, facing perils
and learning truths about the
Society. Must Cassia sacri�ice
everything in her quest for Ky and the truth?
Crusade, by Nancy Holder &
Debbie Viguié. We have romanticized vampires for the
last few years, but Crusade
reminds us that they are evil,
blood-sucking killers. Think
of Buffy the vampire slayer
... only better! The second
in the series, Damned, was
published in 2011.

Daughter of Smoke and Bone, by Laini Taylor. Karou
�ills her sketchbooks with monsters that may or may
not be real; she’s prone to
disappearing on mysterious
“errands”; she speaks many
languages - not all of them human; and her bright blue hair
actually grows out of her head
that color. Who is she? That is
the question that haunts her,
and she’s about to �ind out. A
gripping tale that draws readers in from the beginning and
doesn’t let go.

Death Cloud, by Andrew Lane.
Young Sherlock Holmes series,
#1. This story about a young
(14 years old) Sherlock Holmes
is full of action and adventure,
with an American becoming his
mentor, a sidekick and a smart
and pretty girl. The audio version is excellent.
Divergent, by Veronica Roth. At
16, all youth must choose to live
in one of �ive factions: Candor
(the honest), Abnegation (the
sel�less), Dauntless (the brave),
Amity (the peaceful) or Erudite
(the intelligent). Tris reinvents
herself, becoming one of the
Dauntless, making new friends,
�inding love, and maybe having
to overthrow a government in
her spare time. A thought-provoking dystopian novel
for fans of the Hunger Games series.
Enthralled: Paranormal Diversions, ed. by Melissa Marr &
Kelley Armstrong. 16 paranormal
short stories from the authors of
the Smart Chicks Kick It tour.

Escape from Furnace series, by
Alexander Gordon Smith. 1: Lockdown (2009), 2: Solitary (2010),
3: Death Sentence (2011). There
is no escaping this all-boy prison
where the innocent are left to die.
It’s a fast paced series designed to
keep you reading. Perfect for boys!

The Goddess Test, by Aimee
Carter. An experience of personal discovery and strength
in a rather magical, dark
world. Can anyone really be
truly strong and good?

Hannah, by Kathryn Lasky.
(Daughters of the Sea series,
#1) Incredibly interesting new
series about girls who, alone
in the world, �ind they have a
unique and complete connection to the sea.
Home for the Holidays, by
Heather Vogel Frederick.
(Mother-Daughter Book Club
series) The Mother-Daughter
Book Club meets again for the
holidays. Five very different
girls and their mothers discover
similarities between the books
they choose to read and their
real lives. Recommended for
younger teens.
Hourglass, by Myra McEntire.
When Emerson meets the mysterious Michael, she �inds out
that the ghosts she sees are tied
to the fact that she can travel
through time.

Jack Blank and the
Imagine Nation, by Matt
Myklusch. Jack is an orphan
who discovers that he
can control electricity. He
travels to Imagine Nation
to study his powers. A new
favorite of seventh grade
boys.

Jane, by April Lindner. Jane
becomes a nanny for Nico
Rathburn, a famous rock star.
She prefers the company of
his daughter and is not afraid
to state her opinions to him.
Is it any wonder that out of
this would come the perfect
romance? This is a great,
modern-day Jane Eyre.

Matched, by Allie Condie. Cassia has known for her
entire life that she will be “matched” to her perfect
life partner. The Society has
always told her the truth.
Or has it? When her Match
is shown to her as two
different faces, she knows
a mistake has been made;
but in the Society there are
no mistakes. Matched is a
fast-paced, riveting read set
in a not-too-far-off future.
Also see Crossed, the sequel
(reviewed above).

Miss Peregrine’s Home for
Peculiar Children, by Ransom
Riggs. Upon the death of his
peculiar but doting and beloved
grandfather, 16-year-old Jacob
feels compelled to travel to
Wales to visit the orphanage
where his grandfather spent
his childhood. From the stories
his grandfather told him about
children with unusual and
otherworldly gifts, Jacob �inds
the key to unlocking a far deeper and more terrible
mystery.

My Name is Mina, by David
Almond. For tweens and
teens. Mina McKee is an
eccentric, special girl who
loves words, nature, and
the night. Mina’s journal
gives readers a glimpse into
her life as a homeschooler
and single-parent child.
Almond’s writing is beautiful and perfectly captures
the voice of this young girl
trying to �igure out the
world. This book is a prequel to Almond’s highly acclaimed teen novel Skellig ...
consider giving both of these books together.
The Name of the Star, by
Maureen Johnson. Louisiana native Rory Deveaux
is spending her senior
year at boarding school in
London, and she’s arrived
just as someone has begun
re-creating Jack the Ripper’s
horri�ic murders. There’s
mystery, romance, and the
supernatural, too.

Okay for Now, by Gary Schmidt.
This book takes readers on an
emotional journey as eighthgrader Doug Swiatek experiences injustice, inspiration, despair,
and hope when he moves to
upstate New York. Wonderfully
well-written and appropriate
for both boys and girls. Recommended for middle-grade readers and young teens.

Paranormalcy, by Kiersten
White. In this mash-up of Buffy
and Men in Black, 16-year-old
Evie uses her pink taser to subdue paranormals for an international agency. A clever departure
from the usual paranormal fare.

Relic Master series, by Catherine Fisher. Welcome to Anara,
a world mysteriously crumbling
to devastation, where nothing
is what it seems: Ancient relics
emit technologically advanced
powers, members of the old
Order are hunted by the governing Watch yet revered by the
people, and the great energy
that connects all seems to also
be destroying all.
Revolution, by Jennifer Donnelly. For mature teen readers.
A deeply thoughtful and intense
journey of self awareness, with
a touch of time travel. An amazing insight into a historicallycharged time.

The Running Dream, by Wendelin Van Draanen. Faith, determination, inspiration and the
support of family and community help 16 yr-old Jessica survive
the loss of her leg and her future
dreams. A star sprinter on the
school track team struggles
through the stages of recovery,
returning to school and feeling
invisible. This amazingly upbeat
book reinforces the importance
of recognizing all people for their strengths. A heartbreaking, heartwarming, and inspirational story.
The Scorpio Races, by Maggie
Stiefvater. Enter a world where
a pair are swept up in a daring,
dangerous race across a cliff
– with more than just their lives
at stake. Horses, racing and Celtic
folklore are all interwoven with
building suspense in this romantic, heart-pounding adventure!
You’ll be hooked as soon as you
open this gem.

Sports Illustrated: The Football Book (Expanded Edition).
The coffee table book captures
the essence of America’s new
national pastime for kids and
grownups to share. The book
is �illed with breathtaking photographs of the game, past and
present.

Starcrossed, by Josephine Angelini. For mature teen readers.
The beginning of a new series
whose primary theme is rooted
in ancient mythology. Completely
beguiling as well as compelling.

Steampunk!: An Anthology of
Fantastically Rich and Strange
Stories, edited by Kelly Link &
Gavin J. Grant. Teens will love
this collection of stories set in
alternative universes where
romance and technology reign.
Contributors include major YA
lit stars - Libba Bray, Cassandra
Clare, M.T. Anderson, Garth Nix,
Cory Doctorow and more.
Sweet Venom, by Tera Lynn
Childs. Grace just moved to San
Francisco where see �irst sees
monsters and a girl identical to
herself �ighting the monsters.
Ten Miles Past Normal, by
Frances O’Roark Dowell. In a
refreshing take on the comingof-age novel, Janie is not suffering through anything harsher
than trying to �ind her place in
high school. That can be dif�icult
enough! Janie is realistic, smart,
crabby, emotional, loving to her
family, and not overly dramatic. This is a rich book
that will resonate with young teens who may not see
themselves in other, darker, YA literature.
Texas Gothic, by Rosemary
Clement-Moore. Amy Goodnight
doesn’t like to acknowledge the
witchcraft that runs in her family,
but this summer everything will
change. Combines archaeology,
cowboys, romance, and ghosts
- with a dose of humor for good
measure.

Touch of Frost, by Jennifer
Estep. Gwen attends Mythos
Academy, a school dedicated
to the �ine art of mythological combat. But Gwen isn’t
a warrior; her power lies in
her ability to see and feel
the history of objects. When
a popular girl dies, Gwen
realizes that someone from
the school must be involved
– and puts her talents to
work to solve the mystery.

True (... sort of), by Katherine Hannigan. When Delly is
told that she’ll have to go to
a special school for troubled
kids, she’s determined to
change. She thinks she’ll
manage with the help of
her little brother, R.B., and
her �irst friend, Ferris Boyd.
Ferris looks like a boy, never
speaks, plays basketball like
nothing you’ve ever seen before - and you’re not allowed
to touch her. But that’s OK
with Delly. She can tell that Ferris is special. But Ferris also needs help - and Delly just might be the one to
get her the help she needs.
Viola in the Spotlight, by
Adriana Trigiani. Followup to Viola in Reel Life
(must read �irst!). Viola
is excited to be back with
her friends in Brooklyn.
But they’ve changed, and
she misses her boarding
school roommates. Will
her video-making skills
bring everyone together?
Teen friendship at its best!
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