Middle School

The Bronte Sisters: The Brief Lives of
Charlotte, Emily, and Anne, by Catherine Reef. This is an extremely readable
introduction to the short, tragic lives of
the three talented Bronte sisters, who
produced literary masterpieces despite
the Victorian belief that writing was not a
“proper” endeavor for women.

Counting by 7s, by Holly Goldberg Sloan.
When Willow’s parents tragically and
unexpectedly die, she relies on her one
friend’s family and an apathetic school
counselor to help her ﬁnd her way in the
world. A story about not labeling people,
about family being what you make it, and
about believing in yourself and others.
Divergent, Insurgent, Allegiant Trilogy,
by Veronica Roth. In Tris’s world, one
must choose a faction at 16: truthful Candor, brave Dauntless, selﬂess Abnegation, learned Erudite, or peaceful Amity.
Raised Abnegation, Tris chooses Dauntless. Life is diﬀerent in this aggressive
group. The society looks stable, but there
are dangerous undercurrents brewing.
The False Prince, by Jennifer Nielsen.
Sage, a young orphan, is unknowingly
facing his destiny – and danger lurks at
every turn. This gripping tale of four boys,
one treacherous plan, and entire kingdom
to fool is a great page-turner for girls and
boys alike. Book 1 of a trilogy.
Go: A Kidd’s Guide to Graphic Design,
by Chip Kidd. This fun, inspiring book
gives the reader a thought-provoking
look at the world of design. Art is all
around to see and experience, so get out
there and create!

Taken, by Erin Bowman. In Claysoot,
whenever a boy turns 18, he mysteriously
disappears at midnight. As Gray’s birthday
approaches, a note makes him question
this world and what lies beyond. Filled
with brilliant and original plot twists, Taken
will keep you guessing and reading all the
way to the end!
Unstoppable, by Tim Green. Harrison’s
foster dad is abusive. Finally he’s placed
with the middle school football coach. He’s
a big kid, a natural at football. He overcomes every obstacle - at home, in school,
and on the ﬁeld. Then he’s injured, and the
MRI uncovers something terrible. Can he
overcome this latest challenge?
Will & Whit, by Laua Lee Gulledge. Whilhelmina (Will) is a lamp maker, a lover of
antiques, and scared of the dark. Whitney
(Whit) is the storm that blows through
and plunges a town into darkness. Beautiful drawings and a deep, relatable message will draw anyone into this story.
Wonder, by R.J. Palacio. Ten-year-old
August, who was born with severe facial
deformities, is starting ﬁfth grade at
Beecher Prep after years of being homeschooled. Told through multiple perspectives, this is a story about courage in the
face of adversity with a strong message of
acceptance of diﬀerences. A great book
for parents and children/teens to read and
discuss together.

High School

Crown of Midnight, by Sarah J. Maas.
This sequel to Throne of Glass doesn’t disappoint. Calaena has become the king’s
assassin, her small rebellion has moved
to the forefront, and we inch closer to
the secret of her true identity. Magic,
romance, intrigue, strong characters, and
emotions that pull at your heartstrings
– this novel has it all!

Dancers Among Us: A Celebration of
Joy in the Everyday, by Jordan Matter.
Dancers, photographers, and storytellers will all appreciate this book. Australian photographer Matter worked
with dancers from around the world to
produce joyful, stunning, improbable,
artful and provocative photographs, all
in everyday settings and garb - to produce images that are
anything but everyday!
Dark Triumph, by Robin LaFevers.
Companion novel to Grave Mercy. Sybella
narrates this book, which is darker but also
full of hope. I love the slow-building but
intense romance. I enjoyed the political intrigue, the scheming, evil plots, and seeing
characters from the previous book.
Divergent, Insurgent, Allegiant Trilogy, by Veronica Roth.
See Middle School listing above - suitable for both.
Eleanor & Park, by Rainbow Rowell.
This story of two star-crossed misﬁts is
pitch-perfect from the moment when they
reluctantly share a seat on the school bus
right through their ﬁrst touch, ﬁrst kiss,
and painful parting. A beautifully told story
about the relationship between two teens
who feel like perpetual outsiders until they
meet.
Fangirl, by Rainbow Rowell. Twins Cath
and Wren are heading to college and
growing apart. Not that Cath wants that
- she wants everything to stay the same.
This is a touching, sweet, heartrending,
hopeful, and amazing story about growing up and growing away from your family
and your young self. Don’t start this book
unless you have plenty of time to read it
straight through!
Frozen, by Melissa de la Cruz and Michael
Johnston. This book is an exciting start for
a new sci-ﬁ series from the authors of Blue
Bloods. Strong female/male characters +
bad corporation/government + environmental catastrophe = riveting, imaginative
dystopian romp!

In Darkness, by Nick Lake. A life from 200
years ago seems to become entwined with
the life of a contemporary Haitian boy
trapped in the rubble after an earthquake.
As he slips in and out of consciousness, his
story spans the traumatic history of Haiti.
An intriguing read and an eye-opener.
Living with Jackie Chan,
by Jo Knowles. After fathering a baby, Josh
moves in with his Jackie Chan-loving uncle
and tries to come to terms with his guilt and
ﬁnd a way to move on.
Maggot Moon, by Sally Gardner. In this
story of a dystopian past, our unlikely hero
is Standish Treadwell, a boy who is unlike
anyone else because he questions the
machinations and inner workings of the
Motherland. And when he decides that he
will be the one to inﬁltrate and expose the
Motherland, there is no stopping him.
Maid of Secrets, by Jennifer McGowan.
I loved this book and the main character
Meg, who is ﬁerce, loyal, and determined.
Plot twists, danger, and an intriguing romance kept me furiously turning the pages!
The Night Circus, by
Erin Morgenstern. This is a complex tale
of two magicians who are pitted against
each other as children in a ﬁght to the
death, but end up falling in love. Their
magic fuels a unique circus in which it is
possible to believe in the power of love to
overcome any obstacle. A beautifully written tale!
Out of the Easy, by Ruta Sepetys.
Beautiful writing, strong characters, vivid
images. Great for older readers (adult
crossover appeal!) as the character is an
older teen, a year out of high school trying
to ﬁgure out her future while trying to also
solve a mystery.

Scowler, by Daniel Kraus. Ry’s father is a
monster. Ry worries he may be one too.
But it can take something monstrous to
protect you from a monster, and what’s
inside Ry might just be able to do the
trick. The writing is gorgeous; the story,
traumatizing. For the true connoisseur of
horror.
Taken, by Erin Bowman. See Middle
School listings above - suitable for both.
Will & Whit, by Laura Lee Gulledge. See Middle School listings above - suitable for both.
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