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As I Leave Office
Suzanne Law Hawes, ‘59

Our Alumni Association began in 1898 with the intent of helping
graduates find adequate housing and security. The Alumni Quarterly
in 1907 spoke to this issue:
The money provides a benefit or loan fund to its members
when ill or otherwise in need and renders them pecuniary or
other assistance. Any member of the Alumnae Association
who, owing to illness, is incapacitated for duty, may draw
upon the benefit fund for the sum of $5.00 a week, the limit
of time being subject to the discretion of the committee. A
return of the money is not expected…
Despite the affluence today in America, we continue to have alumni who require
assistance.
Our founding mothers were very clear on their mission. We are “Neighbors,” and
the back of your pin attests to that fact. We have been bound together by our common
experiences and interests in helping those who require assistance. It is for these reasons
that we continue to persevere in our mission despite the pressure brought upon us by
the University and School to surrender our corporation.
We MUST continue to help our own; yet, at the same time, we can and will adapt
to changing times. We would very much like to reunite with the School, its students
and faculty as we have a great deal to offer as do they. Pretending that we do not exist
is not a remedy to help us to achieve this unity. There needs to be collaboration but, to
date, we have not been able to find a level playing field. However, we continue to exist
so that our mission can be preserved. Your Board is acutely aware of the trust you have
placed in us and we intend to live up to that trust and provide our members with the best
possible services possible.
As you know, we have increased our monthly pension to $300 a month and we
continue to award scholarships, four of this year’s recipients are attending Columbia, one
having found us on Google! We would award more if we had access to newly graduating
(continued on page 10)
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REUNION

APRIL 25, 2008

CHANGE OF LOCATION

Class of 2009
Patricia Jones ‘60, MEd, RN
Nora Barrett Tulchin ‘70, BS, RN
Class of 2010
Joan Hagan Arnold ‘69, PhD, RN
Sandra McLaughlin Johanson ‘64, PhD, RN
Joan Ambrose McCormick ‘61, JD, RN
Permanent Members
Suzanne Law Hawes ‘59, EdD, RN
Marion Richardson Thompson ’60, MSN, RN
Laurie Verdisco ’58, MA, RN
The Alumni Association’s magazine and newsletters
are distributed regularly to all alumni. “In spite of
the time and distance that separates us, all alums staff nurses, administrators, educators, scientists,
volunteers, and parents - remain ‘Neighbors,’
united in spirit by our commitment to nursing and
to each other.”
Keville Frederickson ‘64

For the April 25, 2008 reunion, we have changed the
location to the Princeton-Columbia Club
on 15 West 43rd Street, New York City.
Rooms are available…but make your reservations early.
BE SURE TO SPECIFY THE DATE OF THE REUNION
when you call 212-596-1200 for reservations.

New Dues Statement
The Board of Directors has decided to change the dues statement. A list of our philanthropic funds will now appear on
the statement. If you would like to contribute please check
designation box next to your donation.
[
[
[
[

] Distributing Fund
] Pension Fund
] Sick Benefit Fund
] Scholarship Fund
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Alumni Day

T

April 27, 2007

he 114th Annual Meeting and Reunion of the
Columbia University-Presbyterian Hospital School
of Nursing Alumni Association, Inc. was held at
The New York Athletic Club in New York City on Friday,
April 27, 2007. Class members from 20 classes attended
and the event was a great success.
The Distinguished Alumni Awards for 2007 were given
to Deborah CAMP Wheeling ’75 for Health Policy and
Louise GREENE Bobrow ’69 the Honorary Award for
Columbia University-Presbyterian Hospital School of
Nursing Alumni Association. You can read about them in
this edition of The Alumni Magazine.
Scholarship Awards:
Three $10,000 awards were given to alumni for doctoral
studies: Sharron CLOSE ‘03 will be attending Columbia
University School of Nursing to pursue a Doctor of Nursing
Science (DNSc) degree. Susan DOYLE Lindrud ’94 will
be attending Columbia University School of Nursing for a
Doctor of Nursing Practice (DrNP) and Suzanne SAVOY
’70 will be attending Loyola University-Chicago for a PhD
in Nursing.
Two awards of $5,000 were given to two alumni for
graduate study at the master’s level:
Alison BERKOWITZ ’06 will be attending Columbia
University School of Nursing’s Adult Nurse Practitioner
program and will receive a Master of Science in Nursing
(MSN). Rachel PERRIN ’02 will be attending Columbia
University School of Nursing in the Psychiatric Mental
Health Nurse Practitioner program for a Master of Science
in Nursing (MSN).

Scholarship Recipients, Sharron M. Close ‘03, Rachel Perrin ‘02,
and Susan Doyle-Lindrud ‘94

Our keynote speaker was Harriet R. Feldman, PhD,
RN. Dr. Feldman has had a distinguished career as a nurse
educator. She began teaching at the State University of NY,
later taught at Adelphi University and was the Assistant

Dean for Academic
Administration there
from 1984-1987. In
1986, she co-founded
and co-edited the
journal, Scholarly
Inquiry of Nursing
Practice and later,
she was the Editor of
Nursing Leadership Bettie SPRINGER Jackson ‘67, EdD, RN
Forum for Springer
Publishing Company from 1998-2005. From 1987-1993
she was Chairperson of the Department of Nursing and
Professor at Fairleigh Dickinson University. Harriet
Feldman has been Dean and Professor of Lienhard School
of Nursing, Pace University, since 1993 and is currently
acting Dean of the School of Education. The title of her
speech was “A Time of Change.”
Our own Bettie SPRINGER Jackson ‘67, EdD,
RN presented the results of her research on the costs and
priorities of a medical intensive care unit. She has not
only served as a Director and Treasurer of this Association,
but has also received research funding for this project.
Bettie is presently Director, Education & Organizational
Development at Montefiore Medical Center. She received
the Teachers College Columbia University Nursing
Education Alumni Association Nursing Service Award in
2005 and is a fellow in the American Academy of Nursing.
She also serves as the Medical Center’s chairperson of their
Institutional Research Board, the first woman and nonphysician to do so. Her topic was “Developing a Model
for Selection of Critically Ill Patients for MICU Care: A
Restudy 20 Years Later.”
The Class of 1957, celebrating their 50th Anniversary,
was honored with a special DVD highlighting their years as
students. Voice overlays of several members of the class:
Theresa O’BRIEN Heller, Joan WHEATON Jack, Joy
MEDING Norton, and Mary Ann BING Strayer and
photographs from the 1957 yearbook were put to music and
news of the era. The Alumni Association was delighted to
give each attending member of the Class of 1957 a copy of
the DVD and a copy of CUPHSONAA’s “Familiar Faces,
Familiar Places” a slide collection on DVD originally
presented at the 75th Anniversary of the Association and
featuring the Class of 1967.
Our wine and cheese event followed and we spent
the last part of the afternoon with classmates and friends.
Those who attended enjoyed the warmth and stimulation
that the day engendered.
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Class of 1952: (L-R) Row 1 - Marilyn
Wagner, C. Delia Henderson Mark,
Elizabeth Lloyd Graham, Row 2
- Carol Wagner Horst, Delight Mocas
Tillotson, Joan Delaney Hobert

Classes 1959 - 1961: (L-R) Row 1 - Joan Ambrose McCormick ’61,
Barbara Kunzman Moore ‘61, Marion Richardson Thompson ‘60,
Patricia Jones ‘60, Lois Mueller Glazier ‘60, Row 2 - Sally Camp
Kamerling ‘61, Suzanne Law Hawes ‘59, Francesca Clark Cantine
‘59, Elizabeth Walker Hiltunen ‘59

Mary Ann Lister Pomeroy ‘47

Class of 1962: (L-R) Ellin Weiner Friedman, D Toni Tiffany Reilly,
Barbara Meyers McNagny, Ellen Davidson Baer, Anne Fritts Stewart,
Susan Strong Martin, Melva Brown Neff, Louise Malarkey, Judith
Diener Druckenmiller, Marie Diaczynsky Kalson, Martha Denious
Class of 1957: (L-R) Ruth Collins Zweck, Ellen Croke Geraghty,
Kathleen Kladivko Gardner, Marilyn Howie Gerathy, Theresa
O’Brien Hiller

Classes 1970 – 1992: (L-R) Nancy Vazac Jackson ‘70, Deborah
Camp Wheeling ‘75, Debra Hanna ‘81, Katherine Baltazar ‘92

Classes 1964 – 1969: (L-R) Row 1 - Leonie Russie Symonds ‘64,
Sandra McLaughlin Johanson 64, Gretchen Camp Seirmarco ‘66,
Row 2 - Joan Hagan Arnold ‘69, Louise Greene Bobrow ‘69, Donna
Sharpe Chuzi ‘67, Bettie Springer Jackson ‘67
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HIGHLIGHTS 2007

DA A
DISTINGUISHED
ALUMNI
AWARDS
Deborah Camp Wheeling ‘75
Award for Health Policy

D

eborah CAMP Wheeling understands the meaning
of service. Her life illustrates one dedicated to
serve for she has served in significant and profound
ways. Since 2005, she has held the rank of Major General
in the Army National Guard and was also appointed Deputy
Surgeon General for the Army National Guard, Office of
the Army Surgeon General, a position generally held by a
physician. General Wheeling’s military career began upon
graduation from Columbia University in June of 1975,
when she was commissioned as a First Lieutenant in the US
Army. She had enlisted in the Army Student Nurse Corps
while studying at Columbia. Ten years later she achieved
the rank of Captain in the Guard and subsequently became
Major, Lieutenant Colonel, Colonel, Brigadier General, and
in 2006, Major General. This is the most senior position a
medical officer can hold in the Army National Guard.
In 1980 General Wheeling received a Master of
Science degree in Nursing from Duke University and, in
1986, became a board certified Oncology Clinical Nurse
Specialist. She graduated from Army Command and
General Staff College in 1989 and received a master’s
degree in Strategic Studies from the Army War College in
2001. Deborah Wheeling’s experience has encompassed
a myriad of assignments, within both Active and Reserve
Components, serving as the Assistant Surgeon General
for Mobilization, Readiness and Army National Guard
Affairs, prior to assuming the position of Deputy Surgeon
General. In this capacity, she provides consultative services
and strategic planning in all aspects of medical readiness,
health care, medical personnel, and medical operational and

Deborah Camp Wheeling ‘75

training issues, pertaining to the Army National Guard and
its more than 340,000 citizen soldiers. General Wheeling
has been recognized for her commendable service with
many decorations and badges. During her years of service,
many initiatives and policies were shaped by her leadership
and determination: the mandatory anthrax vaccination
program; policies related to recruitment, training and
career progression for governing the Army National Guard
Nurse Corp; medical policies of the Army National Guard
- medical readiness and health care policy for deployments
to Iraq and development of a national response plan for
pandemic influenza and potential nuclear, biological or
chemical disasters, whether accidental or intentional. As
a nurse leader in the Department of Defense, General
Wheeling’s commitment to solve the national nursing
shortage has been key in the development of Army Nurse
Corps recruiting and retention policies. She assumed the
role of Acting National Guard Bureau Surgeon during
Hurricane Katrina, overseeing medical operations of
both the Army and Air National Guard as they put over
50,000 members of the Guard on the ground in Louisiana
and Mississippi. Astonishingly, this was done within a
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four-day period. It was an unprecedented undertaking in
which General Wheeling coordinated medical support
and was the National Guard lead on integrating complex
policy issues with other Federal and State agencies. Her
astute assessment and excellent communication skills have
assured major revisions to both state and national legislation
in support of the health care needs of the victims. Due to
her broad operational perspective and rapid identification
of both obstacles and solutions, she is a key leader in a
multitude of challenges for care of wounded soldiers, in
combat or at home. Her recognition of compassion fatigue
in health care team members has advanced policies and
procedures within the Department of Defense to better
support the needs of caregivers. General Wheeling is also
a trusted advisor to the chief of the Army Nurse Corps.
Deborah Wheeling is a true leader and an astute and
effective player in the policy-making process according
to Nancy A. Fortuin, Colonel, Medical Service Corps,
Deputy Surgeon, Army National Guard. Dr. Kenneth
Farmer, Jr., Major General (Ret.) U.S. Army, regards
General Wheeling as impressive in her interactions with
peers, superiors, and subordinates, invariably professional,
diplomatic, effective, and on-target. He recalls four areas
of particular skill she possesses: engagement with senior
line leadership, attention to the health care needs of
mobilizing and demobilizing soldiers, continuity of care
for casualties with disabling injuries, and role-modeling
and mentoring for younger Army nurses. In each of these
areas, one key to success is her willingness to be on the
road and in the air traveling to National Guard units, to be
at their formations and training, to personally brief them in
their mobilization sites, She observes medical processing,
identifies and recommends improvements and suggests
corrective actions, if needed. Major General Farmer
referred to General Wheeling’s diligence as “proactive
engagement.” Gale S. Pollock, Chief of the Army Nurse
Corps puts it this way: “General Wheeling has concentrated
her immense talent, intellect and energy to the continuous
improvement of, and access to, quality health care across
time, agencies, and boundaries.”
Deborah Wheeling is not the only member of her
family to graduate from the Columbia University School
of Nursing. Gretchen CAMP Seirmarco ’66 and Sally
CAMP Kamerling ’61 are also among our alumni and
joined us in our recognition and grateful applause as we
honored their sister for her stunning accomplishments and
her life of dedicated service to nursing, health policy, and
our country. We honor General Deborah CAMP Wheeling
with our Distinguished Alumni Award for Health Policy and
commend her for her life’s work of leadership in service
to others.

Louise Greene Bobrow ‘69
Columbia University-Presbyterian Hospital School
of Nursing Alumni Association Honorary Award

L

ouise GREENE Bobrow is a truly remarkable
maker of memories. Her professional life story is a
fascinating, rich account of discovery. Louise enters
other people’s
lives to elucidate
the human
condition through
the process of
interviewing
and recording
their histories.
Louise has
conducted more
than a thousand
interviews and
helped many
individuals,
families, groups
Louise Greene Bobrow ‘69
and organizations
preserve and record their priceless memories. Memories
connect us to our past and provide comfort, inspiration,
and meaning. Louise formed Memoirs by Louise, Inc. in
1991. As owner and operator of this audio/video production
company, Louise Bobrow authors and produces memoirs
and documentaries in book and film. In 1994, she was
selected to be one of the first interviewers for the Survivors
of the Shoah Visual History Foundation. In addition to her
ongoing work with the Foundation, Louise interviewed
dozens of World War II veterans, including such prominent
figures as former Mayor of New York City Ed Koch and
former Secretary of State Henry Kissinger, as part of an
exhibition at the Museum of Jewish Heritage in New York
City. Louise Bobrow has generously given untold hours
of her time and talent to record video histories of many of
our Alumni Association’s reunion classes. She also created
and produced Nurses of Valor, an Association video that
features our alumni recalling their memories of Maxwell
Hall, classes, faculty and more. In the mid-90’s Louise
studied documentary filmmaking, interviewing techniques,
and screenplay writing at New York University. In 20002003, through the Museum of Jewish Heritage in New York
City, Louise interviewed for the oral history project about
American Jewish GI experiences during WW II. Between
2001-2003, Louise volunteered in Camp Seeds for Peace
to promote friendship and help children from the Middle
East become ambassadors of tolerance. Since 2003, Louise
was a facilitator for the Tolerance Program in grade schools
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and high schools through the Holocaust
and Tolerance Museum of Nassau County,
New York. In 2006, Louise Bobrow was
recognized at the Tribeca Film Festival
for interviews she conducted with Hilary
Clinton, Michael Douglas, and Barbara
Walters, among others.
Louise, herself has been a guest
on many prominent television shows:
the NBC Today Show, WCBS News,
Arizona Illustrated (KUAT Tucson),
Connie Martinson Talks Books and more.
She has also been a featured guest on
dozens of radio stations in this country
and in Europe. The press has covered
featured articles about Memoirs by Louise
in New York Newsday, Arizona Daily
Star, Jewish Week, The Forward, and
Entrepreneur. She has published articles
about preserving family history, lectured
and participated in workshops for a wide
variety of groups, organizations, and
associations. Louise is a member of the
Association of Personal Historians, the
Long Island Jewish Genealogical Society,
and the National Association of Women
Business Owners.
Louise Bobrow attributes her capacity
to interview so effectively to her nursing
background. She believes that being
a nurse and having had a Columbia
University School of Nursing education
made it possible to not only interview
skillfully, but also offer comfort. Louise
has comforted Holocaust survivors
and soldiers who were speaking about
unspeakable human suffering. Louise’s
love of people and history provided
courage to start Memoirs by Louise, to
record memories and help assemble them
into a powerful, coherent and long-lasting
history.
We gathered to honor Louise Bobrow
and to extend a generous “thank you”
for sharing her incredible talents and
actualizing her dedication to our Alumni
Association. Louise has provided a
memory bank of treasures for our members
and captured the spirit, courage, wisdom
of nursing, the Columbia UniversityPresbyterian Hospital way, as “Neighbors.”
Abundant thanks Louise!

W



Special Recognition of Phyllis DiFilippo

hen asked about how she was selected to become the Administrator
for the Columbia University-Presbyterian Hospital School of Nursing
Alumni Association, Phyllis DiFilippo said: “It was 1976 and
Margaret WELLS
was the Treasurer
of the Alumni
Association – she
pulled my resume
from a stack of
papers in the
Personnel Office
because she liked
the sound of my
name!”
That
music to Ms.
Wells’ ears became
the ‘theme song’
for our beloved
Joan Arnold ‘69, Phyllis DiFilippo and Sue Hawes ‘59
Association. Now,
31 years later we celebrate the constancy, grace, good humor, efficiency,
dedication, and determination of our dearly loved Phyllis DiFilippo. She
has the unique ability to make everything seem doable because, in fact, she
does everything! Phyllis DiFilippo makes every part of the organizational
structure of the Alumni Association function flawlessly. Every committee
chair can attest to the fact that she is the mastermind and energy fueling all
their efforts and outcomes. Simply mention the need for a summary file, a
memo of clarification or a thank you or sympathy note, and it is done. Phyllis
DiFilippo has an even disposition. She is sunny by nature and her cup is always
filled. She communicates the feelings of gratitude, vision, and fortitude of our
Association, which emanate deep from its historical roots. Having been the
heart of the Association for almost a third of its life, Phyllis lives the mission
and takes delight in the ability of the Alumni Association to achieve its intended
goals and support our members in research, education, scholarship, leadership
and in times of need, sickness, and death. She knows our alumni personally.
Perhaps therein lies the magic of her remarkable tenure with the Association
– this position has been personal for her, for each of us, and for our Association.
Members of the Association could always trust that benefit checks would be sent
on time, a need could be confided, concrete assistance with grants and research
endeavors offered, and meetings, like this one, would run seamlessly because
she had carefully planned for contingencies. She demonstrates extraordinary
and praiseworthy dedication, compassion and good will.
Phyllis DiFilippo has also provided a window into our history. Having been
the constant representative of the Association for more than three decades, she has
many stories to tell. When she began her position with the Association, Marie
Will was the Executive Secretary. The office was housed in the suite occupied
by Helen YOUNG when she was Director of Nursing. The apartment included a
kitchen and private bath and it was located on the second floor of Maxwell Hall.
The office had a perfect view of the magnificent Hudson River and the stately
George Washington Bridge. Of course, during winter months, it also had rattling
(continued on page 8)
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(continued from page 7)

Special Recognition of Phyllis DiFilippo

Association Treasurers: Margaret WELLS ’29, Bernice
DERBY ’46, Joan KAMER Kney ’50, Bettie SPRINGER
Jackson ’67, Joan AMBROSE McCormick ’61 Grania
BEAUREGARD Allport ’78, and Louise MALARKEY
’62.
Phyllis DiFilippo is a person of admirable character, good
will, dedication, diligence and kindness. For 31 years she has
been the heart and soul of our Association.
Phyllis DiFilippo is also an Energy Therapist and Educator
who facilitates biweekly and annual workshops helping group
members explore who they are through dreams, archetypes
and sub-personalities. She uses and is open to synchronicity
throughout the time she works with group members and allows
energy to guide her and her participants to where they need to
go. Her emphasis is always on self-healing approaches with
hands-on techniques, meditation and counseling that directly
affect human energy fields. Phyllis was trained at the Dr.
Robert T. Jaffe School of Energy Mastery in Sedona, AZ and
has taken seminars in Loving Relationships, Body Harmony,
Reiki and many other healing modalities.
It is a pleasure and privilege to honor the remarkable
talents and commitment of Phyllis DiFilippo. We have
benefited from her gifts and are a better Association because
of her unfailing loyalty and hard work.
To Phyllis we offer our enduring gratitude and promise
that you will always be loved and remembered. Thank you!

windows and many drafts. Ms. Margaret McDermott, 75
years of age at the time, was a part-time worker for the
Association. She shared with Phyllis incredible stories about
the building of the Medical Center, Anna Maxwell Hall,
Helen YOUNG, WWI and WWII. Executive Board meetings
were held on the first Tuesday of each month in the Faculty
Lounge of Maxwell. There was a social committee and tea
and biscuits were served on china dishes. The Executive
Board was Grace DAVIDSON ’42 as President, Keville
CONRAD Frederickson ’64 as Vice President, Margaret
WELLS ’29 as Treasurer, Carol STEVENS Anderson ’68
as the Corresponding Secretary, and Catherine MUTTART
’72 as Recording Secretary. Having started her position on
April 1, 1976, one of Phyllis’ first duties was to attend the
Annual Meeting and Reunion Luncheon, held a few weeks
later, on April 30th, in the Frederick Sturges Auditorium of
Maxwell Hall. The reunioning classes were years ending in
1’s and 6’s. Janet ALLEY ’52 was elected President and
Rose Ann NAUGHTON ’59 Vice President. Permanent
members of the Board were: Margaret E. CONRAD ’20,
Elizabeth GILL ’37, and Dr. Mary I. Crawford. Since
there were no computerized records, Phyllis kept written
or typed records on index cards. The cards were sent to
a company that imprinted names and addresses on metal
plates and kept on file in the office. With each mailing,
Phyllis moved the metal plates to a
typographic machine on the 13th floor
of the Atchley Pavilion where the
machine would punch the names and
addresses on invoices. Phyllis then
In 1998, the 40th Anniversary of the Class of 1958 had the largest reunioning
took the mailings to the Presbyterian
class? Lets start planning now so we can top that number for 2008!
Hospital mail room. Technology has
transformed our mailings today, but
this labor of love, once performed by
Phyllis, kept Association members
connected and the information network
flowing.
Over the years Phyllis has
worked with five Deans: Elizabeth
GILL, Mary I. Crawford, Helen F.
PETTIT, JoAnn Jamann, and Mary
O. Mundinger; seven Association
Presidents: Grace E. DAVIDSON
’42, Janet E. ALLEY ’52, Laurie A.
VERDISCO ’58, Keville CONRAD
Frederickson Tomasson ’64, Ellen
DAVIDSON Baer ’62, Margaret
CLASS OF 1958
“Peggy” FRACARO ’70, and
– TAKEN IN 1998 FOR THEIR 40TH REUNION
Suzanne LAW Hawes ’59; and seven

DID YOU KNOW THAT . . .

C LA S S
1934

Roberta WILLIAMSON Kennedy
Her son, Thomas B. Kennedy writes:
My mother was a proud graduate of the
School of Nursing she used her training
not only in her chosen profession of
nursing, but in raising of her family and
guiding her activities in her community.
Her years at Columbia-Presbyterian
School of Nursing became part of the
foundation upon which she based her
life, right until she died at age 95. Four
days before her death, she cancelled
an appointment with a student at the
Oregon Health Science ethics program
for she was not up to extensive visiting
due to an interstitial lung disease that
finally took her life. The lessons she
learned from the late Helen Young were
always with her. I want to express, on
behalf of my two brothers, the importance of the pension mother received
in recent years from the Alumni Association. It made all the difference in
her living circumstances, allowing her
a life of relative financial freedom. It
was in her later years – early 80s – that
I encouraged her to speak with Helen
Pettit, friend from their days of living
in Sherman, CT. After that conversation, mother inquired about the pension
monies. She was an intensely proud
person, always managing her affairs
on very limited financial resources
and even reluctant to apply. However,
once convinced the funds were there
to provide some additional financial
security, she relented and applied. The
last few years with the pension gave her
an additional sense of financial security.
I know she expressed her appreciation
for your assistance, but we want to lend
our gratefulness for that assistance as
well. Thank you.
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To continue the report started in the
Alumni Newsletter Volume 11 Issue 1
on the class of 1964 mini-reunion in
New Jersey:

1964

Norma ASKLAND Smith, an “A”
graduate, lives in Princeton and is married to a Princeton University professor
of physics and they have two children.
Norma has been an active educator
most of her professional career, as well
as a participant in many community
activities. She is a good “Neighbor.”
Barbara BAKER Happer moved
to Princeton from NYC in 1960. She
worked for sixteen years part-time in
Med-Surg at CPMC, became a certified school nurse and worked 21 years
for the East Windsor School District in
Hightstown. She “loved it.” In retirement, she teaches CPR and First Aid
courses for the AHA to keep a hand
in teaching and nursing. She wants
to give back something to her community. Barbara writes: “Will and I
have a son (he and his wife teach at the
Shanghai American School in China,
they have two children). Our daughter
completed the ETP program at CU, but
went to Pitt for her Masters degree.
She is now the mother of three and a
Family Nurse Practitioner (helping in
her husband’s neurology office in Los
Angeles). Norma ASKLAND Smith
and I are close friends and neighbors
here in Princeton where our husbands
were Princeton grad school classmates
and are current physics department
colleagues. We see each other often.
Lynne PFARRER Seidel and I see
each other often in church. It’s a small
world! We are “Neighbors” as our pins
say. Come see us.”



Norene CAVANAUGH Lynch lives in
Skillman, near Princeton and her nursing skills are once again in need as she
cares for her husband who is ill. Norene
has worked in her husband’s company
for many years.
Nuha DABEEKAH Hababo, of Millville really gets around. While she has
not traveled back to her home country
of Lebanon in recent years, she did
bring the group some delicious Middle
Eastern cookies to complement our
delicious meal.
Mary Ann KELLY Collini lives in
Sparta, NJ and has spent her time raising her family. She and her husband
Bill, an urologist in Newton, have four
daughters and seven grandchildren.
Ten years ago she went back to work
in her husband’s office also trying to
teach him the “PH” way by practicing
her nursing skills.
Pam GORDON Wickstrom traveled
to the Garden State to celebrate her 65th
birthday with her friends and classmates. Pam lives in Prescott, AZ. She
has worked as Executive Director and
co-owner of MedWise, an outpatient
imaging center, with her radiologist
husband, Ted. Pam continues to live an
out-of-doors life, camping, hiking and
enjoying travel and nature. She has two
children, Chase and Chad, both living
in Denver.
Mary MASTERSON Germain now
lives in Rocky Hill, NJ and commutes
to Brooklyn for her present position
as Director of the Graduate Nursing
Program at SUNY Downstate. She
continued her education at Teacher’s

10
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College with an EdD, and subsequently
received certification as a nurse practitioner. Mary is a retired Major in the
Army Reserve, has served on ANA
committees and is her class’s chief
mischief-maker. Her daughter, Anna
Lisa, is currently in her second year at
the Armed Services Medical School.
Her husband, Mark, is retired from
Bell Labs.
Peggy KADEL McFadden living
in nearby Montville, NJ continues to
work in Morristown Memorial Hospital where she manages the Nurse Care
Managers and Social Workers. Her
daughter has a photography business
and two little girls. Peggy and her
husband also have one son in Seattle
and another currently on an extended
sailing and hiking honeymoon in South
and Central America.
Sandy McLAUGHLIN Johanson
continues her psychotherapy practice
in Morristown, NJ. She completed her
PhD in clinical psychology following
graduation. It was at her lovely home
that the birthday celebration cum reunion was held. Sandy has one daughter, a veterinarian, who lives nearby.
She has recently put together a small
website to share news and photos of
the doings of the class of 1964. Sandy
says, “While our reunion is two years
away, it’s time to start thinking about
our 45th in 2009. Send your e-mail address to Sandy McLaughlin Johanson:
sjo@verizon.net for updates about the
plans.
Sally MURPHY Albano says that:
“Michael and I have been married for
42 years. I am working with Keville
CONRAD Fredrickson Tomasson
at Lehman as an adjunct professor in
the Department of Nursing teaching
Korean students in the RN to BSN pro-

gram. I start next week as the Director
of Health Services at the Institute for
Community Living here in Manhattan.
I remain the Chairperson of the Board
of Directors of the Visiting Nurse Association of St. Luke’s in Bethlehem
PA, so have not entirely severed the
ties from that area, as our daughter
and her family (two grandchildren)
are still there. I have told them all (my
classmates) that anytime they all want
to come and reunite in NYC they are
welcome to come to Battery Park City
and visit.”
Lynne PFARRER Seidel a Skillman,
NJ resident, is active in her community
and had contemplated continuing her
seminary education. She has spent
her career in geriatric mental health
and home care nursing, as well as a
parent-advocate in the developmental
disability community. She has two
sons: Jon is working and lives at home,
Greg, a clinical research coordinator
in neurology at Mt. Sinai and lives in
Queens with wife and daughter, and
all three travel to Manhattan for work
and preschool.
Carol WEISSMAN Goldstein lives in
Flemington, NJ.
Missing from this gala was Keville
CONRAD Frederickson Tomasson.
The evening was so enjoyable that the
group thought they might like to repeat
it next year and plan for their 45th reunion in 2009.
As Suzanne LAW Hawes ’59 noted
at this wonderful celebration: “What
teacher wouldn’t be proud of her former
students – “Neighbors” who are very
talented and so much fun!”

As I Leave Office
(continued from page 1)

alumni names and addresses; that
avenue has been closed to us for a
number of years. And, the Dean
refused two endowed scholarships
because it carried our name. Think of
the students who would have benefited
from this additional help.
I have now completed my final
year as President and had hoped, prior
to leaving office, a rapprochement
would be possible; regretfully that has
not happened. We are willing to work
toward a unifying organization, but it
takes two sides to do so. Unless and
until the School is willing to talk to us
without the demanding us to surrender
unequivocally, that day has yet to
come.
Your Association is in very capable
hands. Nancy VAZAC Jackson, your
new President, has long served us in a
variety of capacities. She is committed
to our mission and the needs of our
alumni. Please give her your support.
I want to thank the Board, past
and present, for their unfailing support
during my two terms. They have given
unselfishly of their time and their talents
to keep our Association progressive
and solvent. Power breakfasts, the
Long Island Expressway, bridge and
tunnel traffic has not diminished
their commitment to continue to
serve this Association. My thanks to
Phyllis DiFilippo, our Administrator
for keeping me on the “straight and
narrow” and managing Board matters
so ably. Our work has been a team
effort of highly skilled “Neighbors.”
And to you - our loyal alumni - my
thanks for your support over the years.
Our membership is increasing, attesting
to your commitment to take care of our
own. It has been a very great pleasure
and privilege to serve you.
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Reflecting on “Clinicals”
Then (1957) and Now (2007)

I

Debra R. Hanna, ‘81

t was truly a gift to interview the Class of 1957 alumni for
their DVD and to listen to their memories of our school and
hospital recalled with such tender affection. I, too, always felt
a tremendous sense of having had the very best nursing education
at Columbia. As I listened to the stories told by these graduates, I
thought about the difference between student clinical experiences
then and the clinical realities that limit student experiences now.
Clinical experiences were such an important part of our nursing
education at Columbia University and Presbyterian Hospital. As
Joy MEDING Norton ’57, explained during the DVD interview,
students really did staff the hospital on the evening and night
shifts in the late 1950’s. In their recollections, ’57 alumni shared
that senior nursing students were “in charge” and junior students
worked in the wards in a functional manner. One nursing student
gave meds, one did treatments, and if some finished their tasks
early, all worked together to complete patient care in the wards.
Today’s patient mix and level of acuity is quite different.
Patients no longer “ambulate” in the hallways. One effect of
ambulatory surgical suites and managed care is that inpatients
today are often so ill they can’t even turn themselves from side
to side in bed, much less walk. Many floor care patients are on
ventilators with tube feedings and multiple IVs. Insulin drips
are part of routine floor care, as is telemetry and other advanced
technologies. The ICUs have patients who are extremely unstable,
on technological therapies requiring constant vigilance by nurses.
Therefore, students no long abound in clinical areas in great
numbers as they did half a century ago. Occasionally, a senior
nursing student has a clinical rotation in an ICU or on a floor.
How different this is from what was expected of senior nursing
students fifty years ago.
Although many things have changed significantly, some
things have remained the same: excellent physicians, the sickest
patients, state-of-the-art medical and surgical technologies. Yet,
if you walk through any unit in the hospital today, you’ll see staff
nurses sitting at computers entering notes, signing off meds, or
reviewing and signing off physician orders. All the logging on and
logging off takes time. Usually, it takes nurses’ time away from
patients and their families.
As alumni, we have a shared history of clinical excellence that
began with teachers who cared about us and cared about how well
and how attentively we could care about our patients. Perhaps, as
times change, it is even more important to record what we once
shared as students. It was such a wonderful and yet bittersweet
experience to have participated in the making of the Class of ’57
DVD.
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In Memoriam

April 2006 – April 2007
1927 Ruth Bagg Whitmore

June 26, 1905

1932 Hannah Glass Clark Russell

September 13, 2006

1934 Roberta Williamson Kennedy

February 10, 2007

1935 Margaret Todd Dunham

September 28, 2006

1936 Emma Kaiser Mountan

March 2, 2007

1937 Alice Rigdon Sill

Date Unknown

1938 Emily Ranney Broadfoot

September 6, 2006

1939 Edith Purick Wackenheim

October 6, 2005

1939 Edna Danielsen

Date Unknown

1940 Elizabeth “Lisl” Colmers Standen November 4, 2006
1940 Miriam Wagner Morgan

December 30, 2006

1941 Katherine Mulcahy

April 28, 2006

1942 Marie Pedeflous O’Malley

Date Unknown

1943 Alice Hoffman Rainer

July 1, 2006

1944 Jane Lincoln Richards

Date Unknown

1944 Ruth Ricker Shaw

June 27, 1905

1944 Ruth Schaar

August 28, 2006

1945 Doris Kinkead Holcombe

Date Unknown

1945 Marionelise Hayes Rafter

October 30, 2005

1946 Eva Lind Diamond

August 10, 2005

1946 Margaret Hughes Niewenhous

April 15, 2006

1947 Stephanie Benet Mahin

June 27, 1905

1948 Alice Ely Holme

October 21, 2006

1949 Jo Ann Jackson Merrill

January 12, 2006

1950 Elaine Manville Hoyt

September 7, 2006

1951 Mary Fleetwood Grant

Date Unknown

1951 Virginia Walsh Lynch

March 12, 2006

1953 Marilyn Clark Walker

June 28, 1905

1954 Nancy Taylor Tippie

June 30, 2006

1954 Florence Drake Williams

October 30, 2006

1955 Nancy Hart Markgraf

Date Unknown

1955 Nancy Treichler Fountain

March 10, 2007

1956 Dolores Vail

November 30, 2005

1956 Joan Owen

May 21, 2006

1957 Patricia McAloon Carroll

Date Unknown

1957 Barbara Ache Davis

Date 2007

1957 Barbara Klein Lieb

Date 2003

1958 Esther Farrington Privett

June 12, 2006

1959 Betty Piper Nichols

September 26, 2006

1976 Jean Raisler

May 19, 2006

1979 Bonnie Loughman Coburn

Date Unknown

1983 Janice Carter

Date Unknown
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Distinguished Alumni Nominations Wanted
On April 25, 2008 the Distinguished Alumni Awards will be presented for the thirty-second year. All it takes
is a note or paragraph from you to identify and nominate a candidate whom you believe should receive an Alumni
Award. The Alumni Office can do the rest!
Joan HAGAN Arnold ‘69, Awards Committee Chair

Save the Date!

115th Annual Meeting, Luncheon & Wine and Cheese Party

REUNION

APRIL 25, 2008

New Location: Princeton-Columbia Club
15 West 43rd Street, New York City
CONTACT NUMBER FOR ROOM RESERVATIONS: (212) 596-1200
Be sure to specify the date!
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