
   

 
  

 

  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

March 12, 2020 

 

Dear State Senators: 

The undersigned groups urge you to support several pieces of bipartisan legislation that will greatly 
benefit Wisconsin’s more than $100 billion agricultural industry. By passing these proposals, you 
will directly help farm families and rural communities at a time when so many of them have faced 
economic challenges. 

Over the past year, farmers across Wisconsin have faced low commodity prices and uncooperative 
weather. This has resulted in some of the most difficult times our farmers have ever had to face. 
Unfortunately, Wisconsin continues to see an unprecedented loss of family farms and we lead the 



nation in farm bankruptcies. It is critically important the legislature act. We ask you support 
Wisconsin farmers and please pass the following legislation: 

AB-515 / SB-463 Dairy Product Labeling (Tranel/Marklein) Labeling a food as a type of dairy 
product or as a dairy ingredient and granting rule-making authority. Passed, (Voice Vote).  Messaged 
to the Senate.   

AB-516 / SB-466 Milk Labeling (Tranel/Marklein) Labeling a food product as a type of milk and 
granting rule-making authority. Messaged to the Senate.   

AB-518 / SB-464 Meat Labeling (Oldenburg/Marklein) Labeling a food product as meat and 
granting rule-making authority. Messaged to the Senate.  

AB-556 / SB-497 Teaching Hours (Loudenbeck/Marklein) Recognizing teaching hours for 
providing certain extension services of the University of Wisconsin System. Passed, (Voice 
Vote).  Messaged to the Senate.   

AB-627 / SB-563 Extension Services (VanderMeer/Marklein) Funding for certain extension 
services of the University of Wisconsin System and making an appropriation. Passed, 99-
0.  Messaged to the Senate.   

AB-695 / SB-628 Wildlife Damage Abatement (Edming/Petrowski) The wildlife damage 
abatement program and the wildlife damage claim program. Passed, (Voice Vote).  Messaged.   

AB-789 / SB-724 Well Compensation Grants (Shankland/Testin) The well compensation grant 
program and making an appropriation. 

AB-790 / SB-723 Conservation Staffing (Novak/Testin) County conservation staffing and making 
an appropriation. 

AB-795 / SB-715 Water Stewardship Grants (Tranel/Cowles) Grants and funding for water 
stewardship certification, a grazing coordinator position, producer-led watershed protection grants, 
lake protection, soil and water conservation, and crop insurance premium rebates for cover crops; 
granting rule-making authority; and making an appropriation. 

AB-796 / SB-718 Nitrate Reduction Pilot (Kitchens/Petrowski) Creating a pilot grant program for 
farmers to reduce nitrate loading, funding research for nitrate loading reduction methods, extending 
the time limit for emergency rule procedures, providing an exemption from emergency rule 
procedures, granting rule-making authority, and making an appropriation. 

AB-800 / SB-722 Well Testing Grants (Shankland/Testin) Supporting the Center for Watershed 
Science and Water Education, creating a hydrogeologist position, funding research on phosphorus 
recovery and reuse, creating grant programs for counties to test wells and provide public education, 
granting rule-making authority, and making an appropriation. 

AB-873 / SB-818 Ag Building Tax Credit (Tranel/Marklein) An income tax credit for the property 
taxes paid on agricultural buildings and improvements and making an appropriation. Passed, 99-
0.  Messaged to the Senate. 



JR0 AB6 Exports Initiative (Governor’s Agriculture Special Session legislation) - the Wisconsin 
Initiative for Dairy Exports and making an appropriation. Passed the Assembly, 99-0.  Messaged to 
the Senate.   

JR0 AB7 Dairy Processing Grants (Governor’s Agriculture Special Session legislation) - Grants to 
dairy processing plants and making an appropriation. Passed, 99-0.  Messaged to the Senate.  

We applaud the efforts that have already been made to bring agriculture to the forefront of the spring 
legislative session. We know many State Senators have been working diligently to pass the 
legislation listed above. We are urging you to join your colleagues in this effort. Passing these 
important proposals before this legislative session adjourns will send a positive signal that agriculture 
is an important part of Wisconsin’s future. 

Sincerely, 
 
Cooperative Network 
 
Dairy Business Association 
 
Farm Credit  
 
Grass Works, Inc 
 
Wisconsin Agri-Business Association 
 
Wisconsin Association of Professional 
Agricultural Consultants 
 
Wisconsin Cattlemen’s Association 
 
Wisconsin Cheese Makers Association 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wisconsin Corn Growers Association 
 
Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation 
 
Wisconsin Farmers Union 
 
Wisconsin Hemp Alliance 
 
Wisconsin Pork Association 
 
Wisconsin Potato and Vegetable Growers 
Association  
 
Wisconsin Soybean Association 
 
Wisconsin State Cranberry Growers 
Association 
 


