
 
 

DCBA Brief MCLE Program  
Webinar 

May 1, 2025 

 
 Welcome/Announcements 

Christian Ketter – Editor-in-Chief, DCBA Brief 
 

12:00 PM – 1:00 PM Program 
Where Do I Begin?": Effective Tips In Legal Writing For 
Publication: Writing for the DCBA Brief, Blogs, Law Reviews and 
More 
DCBA Brief 
Christian E. Ketter, Editor-in-Chief 
Rachel E. Legorreta, Immediate Past Editor-in-Chief  
Edward R. Sherman, Past Editor-in-Chief 
Tyler D. Michals, Editorial Board Member 
 
Join "Where Do I Begin? Effective Tips In Legal Writing For 
Publication" and set yourself on the path to becoming a successful 
legal writer, no matter the platform or subject matter. 

 
Link to Evaluation  The evaluation must be completed to receive CLE credit. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/DCBABrief05012025  

 
Upcoming CLE Programs May 8th – 2025 Mental Health Symposium – Studio Movie Grill, 

Wheaton 

DCBA Events: May 2nd – Law Day Luncheon – Cantigny Golf Club – Wheaton 

May 21st – Lawyers Lending a Hand – We Grow Dreams, West 
Chicago 

June 6th – Installation and Presidents Ball – Morton Arboretum, Lisle 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/DCBABrief05012025
https://www.dcba.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1952520&group=
https://www.dcba.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1945060&group=
https://www.dcba.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1954882&group=
https://www.dcba.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1866565&group=


 
 

 

DCBA OnDemand CLE is Available on IICLE: 

Members can find the link to The Illinois Institute for Continuing Legal Education (IICLE) catalog 
on the DCBA website under the menu item CLE & EventsIICLE Online Library. You must be 
logged into your DCBA Membership Profile to view courses for free or at a reduced price. 

 

View & Print CLE Certificates through the DCBA Website: 

CLE Certificates can take up to a week following the date of the CLE program to appear in your 
member profile. Members can view and print their certificates for any DCBA CLE program 
attended by first signing into their account on the DCBA website. Hover over the CLE & Events 
menu item and select Find My CLE Credits. This page will list all the CLE credits earned with 
DCBA. To the left of each program is an icon to print or email the Statement of Credit.  

Go to the MCLE Board website to view your online transcript - https://www.mcleboard.org/ 
Watch this video tutorial for details   Overview of the Attorney MCLE Profile  

 

Speaker Biographies 

Christian Ketter is an award-winning legal writer and an attorney with Ottosen DiNolfo 
Hasenbalg & Castaldo, Ltd. He is an adjunct professor of law at University of Illinois Chicago 
School of Law and a member of the American Association of University Professors. Mr. Ketter is 
a former prosecutor and adjunct professor of criminal procedure at Morton College and served as 
a judicial intern to Judge William J. Bauer on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit. 
Mr. Ketter is Associate General Counsel of the DuPage County Bar Association, the Editor-in-
Chief of the DuPage County Bar Association's Journal, the DCBA Brief and the Immediate-Past 
Chair of the DCBA Appellate Law Section and serves on its Board of Directors. He is the Chair of 
the Federal Civil Practice Section of the Illinois State Bar Association, the co-chair of sponsorship 
for the Appellate Lawyer’s Association, and served on the Seventh Circuit Bar Association's 
Diversity and Inclusion Committee.  
 
Mr. Ketter has presented on legal ethics for the National Business Institute, the Institute for 
Paralegal Education, MyLawCLE, and the DCBA.  He has presented at Northwestern State 
University of Louisiana, and co-authored a 2022 presentation on jail litigation for the Illinois 

https://www.mcleboard.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UUCiGcNcvBM


 
 

Sheriffs' Association Conference. His scholarship has been widely published in The University of 
Toledo Law Review, Wayne State Law Review, Florida Coastal Law Review, The Arizona State 
Sports and Entertainment Law Journal, UIC John Marshall Law Review, Campbell Law Review, 
Journal of Illinois Local Government Lawyer's Association, Illinois Bar Journal, Rutgers Law 
Record, and Cleveland State Law Review. Mr. Ketter's publications have been covered by 
Racism.org: Race, Racism and the Law and cited in the American Law Reports Federal Registry. 
In June, he will be guest-presenting on constitutional law at the University of Wyoming College 
of Law, and he has publications forthcoming in the Illinois Bar Journal and the Journal of Law & 
Civil Governance at Texas A&M. 
 
Rachel Legorreta is an associate attorney at John J. Malm & Associates, P.C., where she focuses 
her practice on personal injury litigation. She received her undergraduate degree from Northern 
Illinois University, where she obtained her bachelor’s degree in Political Science, with double 
minors in Philosophy and History. She graduated magna cum laude from Northern Illinois 
University College of Law in 2017. She is the Immediate Past Editor-in-Chief for the DCBA Brief.  
 
Edward Sherman has practiced for the past 24 years in civil litigation, including the following 
areas of practice:  torts, contracts, wills and trusts and business litigation disputes at Lillig & 
Thorsness, Ltd. in Oak Brook.  Ed is the Chair of the Civil Law and Practice Committee and past 
Editor in Chief of the DCBA Brief. 
 
Tyler Michals works as an Assistant Corporation Counsel in the Federal Civil Rights Litigation 
Division of the City of Chicago's Law Department. He is a former assistant Cook County state's 
attorney. His political commentary has appeared in the Chicago Tribune and the New York Sun. 
He is a member of the DCBA Brief's Editorial Board. 

 

 

 

 



Compassionate Advocacy: Mental Health & Substance Use Issue 
Justice & Wellness: Navigating Mental Health in the Criminal Court System

From Courtroom to the Community: Juveniles & Families in Crisis
Balancing Compassion & the Law: Mental Health Issues in Probate

& Mental Health Court Proceedings
The Intersection of Law & Behavioral Health:

Programs That Make a Difference
Self Care is Not Selfish - Tips for Professionals

Building an Ideal Crisis: Behavioral Health System

SYMPOSIUM
THURSDAY, MAY 8, 2025

STUDIO MOVIE GRILL
10:30 AM - 4:45 PM

For more information or to register,
visit dcba.org/MentalHealthSymposium

It Takes a Village
All Hands on Deck for Mental Health

Lunch will be provided

5.75 Hours of MCLE 
Including 1 Hour Diversity 
Credit & 1 Hour Wellness 

Credit

Reception to Follow Symposium



WHERE DO I BEGIN?: EFFECTIVE TIPS IN LEGAL WRITING FOR
PUBLICATION: WRITING FOR THE DCBA BRIEF, BLOGS, LAW
REVIEWS AND MORE

By: Christian Ketter, Rachel Legorreta, Tyler Michals, and Edward Sherman



AGENDA

Writing for the DCBA Brief

Writing for Law Reviews

Writing for Op-Eds

Other Legal Writing

Helpful Resources and References
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LEGAL WRITING: WHERE DO I START?

•Don’t Underestimate: The continual practice of 
law may equal the potential for a worthy topic. 
Chances are your “argument” may be a viable 
article!
•But I didn’t do law review in law school!

3



GENERAL STYLISTIC AND WRITING ADVICE

•Keep it simple and easy to understand
•Use shorter sentences

4
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EFFECTIVE OUTLINING

• Don’t just hit the keyboard and start writing. 

• The time you spend on effective outlining makes the drafting process a 
more purposeful use of your time. It also results in a more organized 
article. 

• Think of it as building a skeleton and adding in the organs before the 
outer layers. 

• This also allows you to chip away at an article without losing your 
place.

• An effective starting point is to consider the basics and “flesh it out” 
as opposed to scatter writing.

• 1. Basic outline form:

• a. Introduction

• b. Analysis

• c. Conclusion

• You may then turn to a rough draft a couple sentences of your 
conclusion. This should be concise. 
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CITING AND KEY BLUEBOOK RULES

• As a general rule of thumb, begin with the proposition that 
every sentence asserting a proposition should have a 
footnote citation.

a. Does this relate to a statute? 
b. Is there a case supporting this? 
• Cite the case and include a parenthetical (See, See also, 

see generally, e.g., c.f., etc.)
• You don’t need to be a Bluebook Expert!
• There are great resources available

• https://guides.ll.georgetown.edu/bluebook/citing-other
• Westlaw can auto-generate citations.

https://guides.ll.georgetown.edu/bluebook/citing-other


AVENUES OF PUBLICATION

• DCBA Brief

• Law Reviews

• Blogs

• Legal Op-Eds
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• What publication choice is proper for my concept?  (a handful of pages cited 
is the Brief, 20+ pages cited is a law review, opinion piece with cited 

authority is a perspective, opinion piece on law is an op-ed, etc.)

• Be mindful of your audience: state or federal, county specific, plaintiff or 
defense bar, politically neutral or driven, etc. 

WHAT PUBLICATION IS BEST FOR ME?



GETTING YOUR CREDIT: MCLE 
REPORTING

• Rule 795(d)(7). Accreditation Standards and Hours

• (7) Legal Scholarship. Writing law books and law review articles, subject to the following:… 
(ii) An attorney may earn credit for writing law-related articles in responsible legal journals or 
other legal sources, published during the two-year reporting period, that deal primarily with 
matters related to the practice of law, professionalism, diversity and inclusion, mental illness and 
addiction issues, civility, or ethical obligations of attorneys. Republication of any article shall 
receive no additional CLE credits unless the author made substantial revisions or additions.

•  (iii)An attorney may earn credit towards MCLE requirements for the actual number of hours 
spent researching and writing, but the maximum number of credits that may be earned during 
any two-year reporting period on a single publication shall be one-half the minimum number of 
CLE hours required by Rule 794(a) and (d). 

• Credit is accrued when the eligible book or article is published, regardless of whether the work in 
question was performed in the then-current two-year reporting period. To receive CLE credit, 
the attorney shall maintain contemporaneous records evincing the number of hours spent on a 
publication. (iv) The attorney must report the credit earned from this activity to the MCLE Board 
using the Board’s online submission process no later than the reporting deadline for the 
reporting period in which the credit was accrued.

















WRITING FOR THE DCBA BRIEF:
HOW TO DECIDE ON A TOPIC

•Ideas and topics for articles for the Brief come from 
many different sources:

•An Interesting Case
•A Recent Brief/Pleading
•Common malpractice traps
•Basics for Practice Area
•Practice Tips

DCBA Brief – Current Issue
DCBA Brief – Past Issues

17

https://www.dcba.org/general/custom.asp?page=CurrentBrief
https://www.dcba.org/mpage/recentissues


WRITING FOR THE DCBA BRIEF:
ARTICLE REQUIREMENTS

•Articles should be no longer than six to eight pages in length, 
double-spaced (including footnotes) in Times New Roman 12-font, 
generally 2400-3200 words, though longer articles may be 
considered.

•All citations should be formatted as footnotes, not endnotes.

•Footnotes should be avoided in the first paragraph or two.

•Names of cases should appear in italics.  Citations to cases and 
other materials must appear as footnotes.  For Illinois cases, state 
reporter citations should be used, such as Turnbull v. Porter, 55 Ill. 
App. 2d 374(3rd Dist. 1964).

•Id., supra, infra, and other cross-references should be used 
sparingly.

Guidelines for Submissions to the DCBA Brief

18

https://www.dcba.org/mpage/submissions


WRITING FOR THE DCBA BRIEF:
ARTICLE REQUIREMENTS

•Articles should be submitted in Times New Roman, 
12-point type, in Microsoft Word format, and emailed 
to the editor or lead articles editor.

•Articles should not include tables or charts (except if 
prepared as accompanying graphics).

•Headings appear in bold at the beginning of the first 
paragraph for a given section.

•Neither underlining nor small caps should be used in 
any article, news, or feature story.

•Do not include page numbers.

•Do not include bullet points.

19



BENEFITS OF WRITING 
FOR THE DCBA BRIEF

• CLE Credit

• Article may be published on 
Westlaw

• Self-Promotion

• Referrals from other practitioners

• Prospective clients read your article



WRITING FOR LAW REVIEWS

• Longer, more in-depth articles.

• Law reviews are not just for high-ranking students 
and law professors!

• Footnote heavy with many parentheticals.

• Online distribution services.

21



WRITING A LAW-RELATED OP-ED

PROS AND 
CONS

STYLISTIC 
POINTS 

GENERAL 
THOUGHTS

CONCLUSION



LAW-RELATED OP-EDS































OTHER 
ALTERNATIVES







U.S. Newspaper Circulation (in hundreds of thousands)



LEGAL OP-EDS CONCLUSION

• Shorter than a law-review article

• Flexibility in argument

• Written at a high-level of generality

• Ability to reach a broad audience, and influence lawyers and non-
lawyers alike



HELPFUL RESOURCES AND REFERENCES

• Il l inois Supreme Court Style Manual

• Interactive Citation Workbook for the 
Bluebook (Published by LexisNexis)

43

https://ilcourtsaudio.blob.core.windows.net/antilles-resources/resources/dda02046-19c4-4908-a41e-2bec79de43cf/Style%20Manual%20for%20the%20Supreme%20and%20Appellate%20Court.pdf
https://store.lexisnexis.com/products/interactive-citation-workbook-for-the-bluebook-a-uniform-system-of-citation-skuusSku40365
https://store.lexisnexis.com/products/interactive-citation-workbook-for-the-bluebook-a-uniform-system-of-citation-skuusSku40365


THANK YOU
If you have any questions or are interested in submitting an article to be 

published in the Brief, contact:

44

Rachel Legorreta
Immediate Past Editor-in-Chief
rkrmenec@gmail.com
630-527-4177

Christian Ketter
Editor-in-Chief
cketter@ottosenlaw.com
630-614-7616

Edward Sherman
Past Editor-in-Chief
esherman@lilliglaw.com
630-571-1900

Tyler Michals
Editorial Board Member
tylerdmichals@gmail.com

mailto:rkrmenec@gmail.com
mailto:cketter@ottosenlaw.com
mailto:esherman@lilliglaw.com
mailto:tylerdmichals@gmail.com
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