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From the Editor
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In Celebration of Law Day
and the Importance of Service
By Ted A. Donner

T

he DuPage County Bar
Association plays a diverse
and important role in the lives of
many people. For a great number
of its members, it provides a strong,
vibrant community of people
with shared memories from the
organization’s many annual events.
For some, it is first and foremost
a professional resource. It can be
invaluable because of the seminars,
the articles in the DCBA Brief, and
the diverse number of attorneys who
are there to answer questions when
a new legal issue comes along. But
then finally, for many others, it is
more importantly a phone number.
It is a place to call for those who have
no legal experience of their own,
little in the way of resources, and
overwhelming problems they cannot
fathom how they will ever solve.
The number of ways in which
the DCBA helps the indigent and
others in need is remarkable. Legal
Aid, the Modest Means program,
Lawyers Lending a Hand, and the
DuPage County Bar Foundation are
all strong, active programs providing
charitable assistance to thousands
of people every year. Because more
people should know about these
groups and the work they do, we’re
profiling each of them (and a few
others) in the Features section this
issue. We’ve also included a thank
you this issue to the hundreds of
attorneys who volunteered their
time this last year to help Legal
Aid and we have a series of stories
about the crisis now confronting this

community both because of funding
problems and the rapidly growing
number of people in need.
This is the second of three
special issues we’re running this
year. Our Mega Meeting edition
in
January
emphasized
the
importance of continuing legal
education. In July, we’ll celebrate
the DCBA community with the
20th Anniversary of the courthouse.
This issue, in turn, is intended as
a celebration of Law Day and the
important, often vital service that
the DCBA and its members provide
to those they represent pro bono.
Law Day is an important occasion
to honor both those who came
before and those who are too often
left behind. To that end, the DCBA’s
Law Day Luncheon is always a great
time to gather with others, share
a drink, a meal and a few laughs,
and reflect on the important role
this profession plays in the world
in which we live. This year, the
Law Day Luncheon provides a
particularly unique opportunity for
such reflection as the DCBA’s guest
of honor this year is its favorite son,
the Honorable Judge William J.
Bauer.
Judge Bauer has served on the
Seventh Circuit Court of Appeals
for 36 years. It has been almost 50
years since he served as the President
of the DCBA but he is still a very
active, involved member of the
community. Given the legacy that
he has built over such a long and
significant career, it is particularly

fitting that he appear as the Law
Day Luncheon’s guest of honor. Last
month, we published a cover story
to celebrate the DuPage County
Board’s decision to name the
courthouse annex in his honor. This
month, County Board Chairman
Dan Cronin will be at the Law Day
Luncheon to introduce Judge Bauer
and to speak to the occasion.
DCBA
Committee
Chair
Elizabeth Pope and her Vice Chair,
Art Rummler, have other programs
planned for Law Day and the week
surrounding it. So we are particularly
grateful to them and DCBA Legal
Aid Chair, James Reichardt, for
taking time out of their schedules
to help put this issue together. Art
and Dan Walker, Jr. are this issue’s
Articles Editors, to whom we owe
a debt of thanks for their efforts
in trying to ensure this issue not
only gets the message out but also
provides an informative series of
articles in the process. We hope you
enjoy the results. □
Ted A. Donner is an AV-rated attorney
with Donner & Company Law Offices
LLC and an adjunct professor with
Loyola University Chicago School of
Law. He is the author of two national
treatises for Thomson-West including
Jury Selection: Strategy & Science
and the Attorney’s Practice Guide to
Negotiation. He was the Editor-inChief of the DCBA Brief for 2007-08
and served as Associate Editor in 200607 and 2009-10.
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President’s Message

A Historic Opportunity
to Properly
Celebrate Law Day
By Steven M. Ruffalo

W

herever you thought you
might be having lunch on
Wednesday, May 4, 2011, take it
from me, you will want to be at the
DCBA’s Annual Law Day Luncheon
at Cantigny. This year, we have put
together a program which we are very
excited to present to our membership.
Our keynote speaker is Judge William
J. Bauer who’s historical perspective –
and razor sharp wit – is sure to provide
an insightful perspective into what
this special day truly means to all of us
as attorneys and judges. Introducing
Judge Bauer will be our very own
DuPage Chairman, Dan Cronin. To
give you all fair warning, this is an
event for which the tables are selling
fast. Nobody should miss out on this
historic date and the opportunity to
properly celebrate Law Day with our
fellow members of the bar.
To offer some history behind the
real meaning of Law Day, in 1958,
due in no small measure to the tireless
campaign of ABA President, Charles
S. Rhyne, President Dwight D.
Eisenhower proclaimed that May
1st (known then as May Day or
International Workers’ Day) be known
instead as Law Day, U.S.A. Three
years later, our Nation’s observance of
Law Day was given the force of law
through the adoption of Public Law
87-20 on April 7, 1961. As codified,
36 U.S.C. § 113 states, in part:
[L]aw Day, U.S.A., is a special day
of celebration by the people of the
United States (1) in appreciation of
their liberties and the reaffirmation
of their loyalty to the United States

and of their rededication to the
ideals of equality and justice under
law in their relations with each
other and with other countries;
and (2) for the cultivation of the
respect for law that is so vital to the
democratic way of life…
This year’s Law Day theme offers
us the chance to reflect upon and
celebrate the legacy of John Adams
who in 1797 became our first attorneypresident. The essence of this year’s
Law Day theme rests in our ability to
appreciate the historical significance of
the role we as lawyers have shouldered
in defending the rights of the accused.
It also offers us the chance to foster
our appreciation for the fundamental
principle established by the rule of
law.
The significance of this day is to
emphasize the importance of our
nation’s commitment to the rule of
law and highlight the historical role
that our brother and sister attorneys
have played over the years in ensuring
that laws replace force in the shaping
of our nation and, in turn, our nation’s
relationship with other countries.
Now more than ever, we need to
gather together and reconfirm that, as
a democratic republic, we as attorneys
and judges stand firmly behind the
principles that guided us throughout
our young nation’s history; the rule
of law, not martial law, not dictatorial
law, but law that is carefully predicated
upon our forefathers’ systemic
commitment to the separation of
powers ceded in three branches of
government with each performing a

separate but equally important role.
So let us gather and celebrate as one,
not only the meaning of this special
day, but to preserve and promote our
profession’s seminal role, to ensure
our place in history and to proudly
display our ongoing commitment; the
vow we undertook, on our oath, to
advance as attorneys, counselors and
judges, the rule of law. In the pages
that follow you will learn, first hand,
of the many features of this year’s Law
Day program which will be hosted in
the Red Oak Room at Cantigny on
May 4, 2011 at 11:30 a.m. to 1:00
p.m. Please make a point of joining us
and remember: the sooner you reserve
your table, the better your chances of
getting a prime seat! □
Steven M. Ruffalo is the President of the
DuPage County Bar Association. He
is also a member of Fuchs & Roselli,
Ltd. where he serves the litigation
and pre-litigation needs of small to
mid-sized family and closely held
business organizations. Mr. Ruffalo
graduated from the University of
Illinois at Chicago in 1984. He began
his professional career in the Division
General Counsel’s office of the Unisys
Corporation in 1988 while earning
his law degree from the John Marshall
School of Law and his Masters in
Business Administration from Rosary
College. Mr. Ruffalo also currently
serves as Assistant Village Attorney for
the Village of Hinsdale and as a Fellow
of the American Bar Association.
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Letters to the Editor
Dear Editors:
I am still sitting here reading the
DCBA Grief, just giggling to myself. I
can’t believe I actually sat here telling my
boss about how there is this 1-800-DUITAXI service...you guys are good!
Stacey Harrison
Dear Editors:
[Melissa Piwowar] did a great job on
the Brief and Grief. The pictures [she]
took of the swearing in were also great.
Hon. Judge Tom Else
Eighteenth Judicial Circuit Court
Editor’s Note: We’ll run more letters about
this year’s “DCBA Grief ” next month. For
now, though, we have one letter from last
summer that we’ve been looking forward
to publishing again this month, a letter Joe
Mirabella sent in after last year’s Law Day
Luncheon...
Dear Editors:
*** In February 1958, President
Eisenhower recognized the first Law Day
when he proclaimed that henceforth,
May 1st of each year would be Law Day.
He stated, “In a very real sense, the world
no longer has a choice between force and
law. If civilization is to survive, it must
choose the rule of law.” Please remember
the Cold War was in full swing at that
time. As a member of the military
between 1958 – 1960, I guarantee you
there was “a real threat” which created
angst for everybody in the USA, Russia
and Europe.
As we all know, the DuPage County
Bar Association together with the Illinois
State Bar and other Bar Association,
celebrate Law Day and in the case of the
DuPage County Bar, the Chief Judge,
Steve Culliton, provided the State of the
Courthouse message to all 73 attendees.
Of the 73, 3 were from the judiciary. I
recall an incident back on May 1, 1960,

outside of St. Peters Basilica in Rome,
the first May Day demonstration
I’ve ever seen: The communist party
was marching and shouting waving
red flags while other workers were
marching up and down the street and
demonstrating as vigorously as they
possibly could, the workers obviously
were not sophisticated but they
understood the importance of the day.
By contrast, what did we as a Bar
Association do on May 1st [2010] to
honor the day and celebrate our many
freedoms? One thing we didn’t do is
attend the Law Day Lunch which is
the purpose of this letter. There were
73 attendees present to hear Judge
Culliton give his thoughts on Law
Day - - very clever, very funny. The 73
attendees included only 3 judges and
70 members. For those judges and
lawyers who are otherwise predisposed
not to attend, shame on you. Of
course, everybody has an excuse why
he or she should not attend. Next
year, mark your calendar because
the Bar Association does provide the
platform in which to celebrate. Let’s
see to it that next year we make this a
real exciting event.
Respectfully submitted,
Joseph F. Mirabella
Mirabella, Kincaid, Frederick
& Mirabella, LLC
Editor’s Response: When we published
Joe’s letter in its entirety, in our September,
2010 edition, we told him we were “in
the process of developing the new format
for this magazine and discussing what
‘special’ issues we should run during the
year.” We promised him an issue of the
DCBA Brief focused on Law Day and
“the DCBA’s commitment to community
service.” This is that issue, Joe. We hope
you enjoy it and look forward to seeing
you at the Law Day Luncheon, this year,
on May 4, 2011. □
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Students Celebrate Law Day
With Mock Trial Presentations
at the Judicial Center
BY JON D. HOAG

A

s part of DuPage County’s
2011 Law Day celebration,
DuPage County middle
school and high school students
are invited to participate in mock
trial presentations. The mock trial
presentations will be held on Friday,
May 6, 2011 in courtrooms on the
second floor of the Judicial Center.
The students will perform a scripted
trial; playing the part of prosecuting
attorney, defense attorney, witness,
jurist, or bailiff. A practicing attorney
will sit as the judge and will engage
the students in a question and answer
session after the trial presentation.
The schools participating in this
year’s program include Churchville
Middle School (Elmhurst), with
36 students, Stratford Middle
School (Bloomingdale), with 125
students, Westfield Middle School
(Bloomingdale), with 30 students,
Good Shepherd Lutheran School
(Downers Grove), with 16 students,
8
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and St. Luke Lutheran (Itasca), with
18 students. A total of 225 students
will thus be presenting their cases
in the second floor courtrooms that
Friday.
“Participating in the mock trial
presentations is a great way for
students to become actively involved
in the Law Day celebration” said Liz
Whitney, who is heading up the
mock trial presentations for this year’s
Law Day program. “Performing the
mock trial presentation introduces
students to key components of our
legal system and provides them
with a positive experience at the
courthouse.”
This is a learning experience for
students and adults alike that should
not be missed. If you have time
available and can help out on Friday,
May 6, 2011, or if you just want to
stop by to cheer on the students,
please contact Liz Whitney at the
DCBA (630-653-7779). □

DCBA LAW DAY
CELEBRATION
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Saturday, April 30, 2011
9:00am to 1:00pm

ASK-A-LAWYER DAY
DCBA Bar Center
126 South County Farm Road
Wheaton, Illinois 60187

_____________

Wednesday, May 4, 2011
11:30am to 1:30pm

LAW DAY LUNCHEON
Featuring Key Note Speaker

Hon Judge William J. Brauer
Introduced by County Board

Chairman Dan Cronin
Cantigny Red Oak Room
27W270 Mack Road
Wheaton, Illinois 60189

_____________

Friday, May 6, 2011
8:30am to Noon

SCHOOL MOCK TRIAL
PRESENTATIONS
DuPage County Judicial Center
505 County Farm Road
Wheaton, Illinois 60187

DCBA, Chairman Cronin to Honor
Judge Bauer at Law Day Luncheon
BY ELIZABETH POPE

T

he DCBA’s Law Day
Committee is pleased to
announce that the Honorable
Judge William J. Bauer is speaking at
this year’s Law Day Luncheon on May
4, 2011. This year’s Law Day Luncheon
will thus boast an exemplary key-note
speaker while giving the DCBA an
opportunity to celebrate the County
Board’s recent announcement that the
courthouse annex has been named in
Judge Bauer’s honor.
“It’s all been grand to hear,” Judge
Bauer said during a recent interview
for this magazine, “grand to hear. I’ve
seen the building, of course. I go out
there fairly frequently. I’m out there a
few times each year for the continuing
education programs, or to conduct
one program or another for the bar.
You can take the boy out of DuPage
County, you know but me, I still live
there. I live in the same house I’ve
lived in for 39 years.”
In recognition of the importance
of this event, DCBA President, Steve

Ruffalo, asked DuPage County
Board Chairman, Dan Cronin,
to attend the Law Day Luncheon
and introduce Judge Bauer. “The
privilege of introducing Justice
Bauer at the Law Day event is truly
humbling,” Chairman Cronin said.
“His outstanding career serves as a
source of pride for DuPage County his thoughtful work as a prosecutor,
U.S. attorney and Appellate Court
Justice will endure for years to come.
I’m proud to know him, share our
hometown of Elmhurst and look
forward to the chance to honor him
during Law Day.”
Both Chairman Cronin and
Judge Bauer will be speaking to
the importance of Law Day and its
themes. “I’m proud to be part of the
DuPage County legal community,”
Chairman Cronin said. “We are
fortunate in DuPage to have so many
dedicated and skilled attorneys who
work diligently on behalf of their
clients in the pursuit of justice and

equity. Law Day represents not only
an opportunity to acknowledge the
essential service the legal community
provides in a civilized society, but it
allows all of us a time to reflect on the
purpose and value of our work.”
This year’s Law Day Luncheon is
being coordinated by Elizabeth Pope,
Law Day Chair, and Art Rummler,
Vice Chair. James Reichardt,
Chair of the Legal Aid Committee,
and Brenda Carroll, Legal Aid
Director, will also be on hand to
discuss volunteer opportunities and
to announce this year’s awards to
contributors to the DCBA’s pro bono
efforts in 2010.
Tickets to the Law Day Luncheon,
which will be held in the Cantigny
Red Oak Room, are $25.00 apiece.
To reserve your seat, contact Liz
Whitney at 630-653-7779 or visit
www.dcba.org. □
Pictured (LtoR): Brenda Carroll, Dan Cronin, Elizabeth Pope, James Reichardt,
Judge William Bauer, and Steven Ruffalo
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Attorneys Accepting Cases in 2010
The DuPage Bar Legal Aid Service wishes to thank the following volunteer attorneys who
contributed their time and effort in providing free legal representation to the less fortunate
residents of DuPage County and who accepted new cases during 2010.
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Susan O’Neill Alvarado

Raleigh D. Kalbfleisch

David W. Nordin

William J. Arendt

Henry D. Kass

William E. Norris

Jesse V. Barrientes

David Keay

John C. North

Mark E. Becker

Caryn M. Kenik

Joseph A. Olszowka

Stephen R. Botti

Michael H. Kenny

Julie Pabst

Debra J. Braselton

Thomas J. Kenny

Edward C. Pacilli

Stephen A. Brundage

Nicholas C. Kirkeles

Charles P. Pavesich

Kurt A. Carlson

Richard D. Klein

Roy Peregrine

Christopher S. Carroll

William Knee

Susan Pesch

David S. Cochran

Lance W. Kupisch

Kelly M. Peterson

Anthony J. Conniff

Rebecca A. Laho

John J. Piccione

Andrew P. Cores

Eliot Landau

Francis T. Pistorio

Frank J. DeSalvo

Paul E. Lanphier

Elizabeth A. Pope

Kim DiGiovanni

Joseph M. Laraia

James Reichardt

Charles W. Dobra

Zachary H. Lawrence

Keith E. Roberts, Jr.

Dan Duff

Sean M. Lazzari

Carlos Rodriguez

Grant Eckhoff

Susan E. Lesus

Vincent C. Ruggiero

Joseph F. Emmerth

Michael V. LoCicero

Todd D. Scalzo

Mark Farrow

Cynthia R. Lyons

William J. Scott

Richard D. Felice

Maria Tolva Mack

Darius Sethna

Mary L. Field

Dominic J. Mancini

Elizabeth R. Simpson

Alycia A. Fitz

Lee Marinaccio

William J. Stogsdill Jr.

Daniel P. Fitzgerald

John Martoccio

James E. Sturino

Jonathan J. Fox

Paul J. Marzano

Justin J. Tedrowe

Kent A. Gaertner

Deborah McCoy

Larry L. Thompson

Michelle E. Gardner

Sean McCumber

Dennis Torii

Connie R. Gessner

Robert McDonough

Jacqueline Tufo

Brian A. Grady

Mary E. McSwain

Kathleen Vaught

Danya A. Grunyk

Ana M. Mencini

Thomas J. Vennero

Dennis A. Harrison

Steven H. Mevorah

Mark T. Wakenight

Michael J. Harrison

Isabell M. Millard

Daniel Walker

Kathryn L. Harry

Tina Miller

Erika N. Walsh

Lyle B. Haskin

Thomas P. Miller

Jennifer S. Weisner

Jessica Hensley

Michael J. Morrisroe

Timothy P. Whelan

John P. Houlihan

Terence C. Mullen

Frances J. White

Kenneth D. Hubbard

Wendy M. Musielak

David J. Winthers

Kurt C. Hurtgen

Michael T. Navigato

Alonzo H. Zahour

Walter R. Jackowiec III

Timothy B. Newitt
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“IT CUTS COSTS
FOR US AND
OUR CLIENTS LIKE
NEVER BEFORE.”
KATHRYN CONDE
PARTNER, NUTTER McCLENNEN & FISH LLP
BOSTON

Corporate clients now expect their law firms to run as efficiently as they do. That’s why Kathryn says
WestlawNext™ is a “no-brainer.” It makes legal research much more efficient, which not only saves the
firm money, but also saves their clients money.
Hear what Kathryn and others are saying at WestlawNext.com. Learn more about Nutter at Nutter.com.

© 2010 Thomson Reuters L-364259/11-10 Thomson Reuters and the Kinesis logo are trademarks of Thomson Reuters.

The Law Firm of Momkus McCluskey, LLC has served the DuPage County
community for the past twenty years. The firm accepts referrals
and co-counsel relationships in the following areas:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Commercial and General Civil Litigation
Business, Corporate and Transactional
Financing, Loans and Commercial Real Estate
Insurance Coverage
Appeals
Family Law
Estate Planning
Patents, Trademarks and Copyrights
Employment

For more information, please contact one of the firm’s members,
Ed Momkus, Jim McCluskey, Jim Marsh, Angelo Spyratos,
or Jefferson Perkins.
1001 Warrenville Road, Suite 500, Lisle, IL 60532 • Tel: 630.434.0400 • Fax: 630.434.0444 • www.momlaw.com
30 North LaSalle Street, Suite 2850 • Chicago, IL 60602-3481 • Tel: 312.345.1955 • Fax: 312.346.8300 • www.momlaw.com

DCBA Ask-a-Lawyer
Program Continues
Tradition of Service
BY ARTHUR W. RUMMLER

E

ach Spring, in celebration
of Law Day, lawyers in
DuPage County take to the
phones to continue a longstanding
tradition of providing legal advice
to persons in need. The Ask-aLawyer Day typically takes place
on Saturday during the annual
Law Day festivities and is cosponsored by the DuPage County
Bar Association and the Illinois
State Bar Association.
This year the phone banks will
be open on Saturday, April 30th,
from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. “Aska-Lawyer is an integral part of
the Law Day program,” said Liz
Whitney, DCBA coordinator

and Law Day staff liaison. The
event is very popular, she said,
with many people “waiting all
year for the opportunity to call an
attorney without being charged.”
The Ask-a-Lawyer program is part
of a national effort by attorneys
to provide legal advice via the
telephone to members of the
public who might not otherwise
avail themselves of legal advice.
For lawyers, participation seems
to be its own reward. “One lawyer
was overcome with emotion after
taking part in Ask-a-Lawyer,”
recalled Whitney when asked
about last year’s event. Last year,
lawyers took 42 calls during the

four hour period the service was
open, providing counsel in some
18 areas of law. Of these, Family
Law/Divorce was the most active
area in which callers had questions.
Contracts were the second most
common area of concern for
callers. “Attorneys are needed for
all areas of law,” said Whitney.
“I love Ask-a-Lawyer,” said Sean
McCumber, last year’s Lawyer
of the Year, who has participated
in several of the last few year’s
programs. Lawyers interested in
participating in this year’s Ask-aLawyer program should contact
Liz Whitney at the DuPage County
Bar Association, 630-653-7779. □

Felice to Serve as ISBA President in 2014-15

F

ormer DCBA President,
Richard D. Felice, who
maintains his practice in
Wheaton, Illinois, will lead the
Illinois State Bar Association
(ISBA) as its president in 201415. Felice, a former member of
the ISBA Board of Governors,
was an unopposed candidate filing
petitions for third vice president
by the filing deadline. He will
become third vice president at the
ISBA’s annual meeting in June and
serve one year in each of three vice
presidential offices.

Felice, who concentrates his
practice in domestic relations
and litigation, was elected to a
three-year term on the Board of
Governors in 2003 and re-elected
in 2006. Previously an ISBA
Assembly member, he has served
on numerous ISBA committees
and sections, including the Agenda
Committee for whom he was chair.
In 2004, he received the Ralph
A. Gabric Award for Professional
Excellence. Felice served, by
appointment of the Illinois
Supreme Court, on the Supreme

Court Rules Committee. A longtime member of the DuPage
County Bar Association, he was
its president, a director and chair
of its Judiciary Committee. He is
also a past president of the DuPage
County Bar Foundation and the
DuPage County Chapter of The
Justinian Society. He received
his B.A. degree, with honors,
from Loyola University-Chicago
in 1976 and a J.D., with honors,
from Northern Illinois University
in 1979. □
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Attorneys Completing Cases During 2010
The DuPage Bar Legal Aid Service wishes to thank the following volunteer attorneys who
contributed their time and effort in providing free legal representation to the less fortunate
residents of DuPage County and who completed cases during 2010.
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Angela M. Aliota

James Hanauer

Daniel Nelson

Pamela A. Anderson

Dennis Harrison

Timothy B. Newitt

William J. Arendt

Michael J. Harrison

Thomas M. Newman

Stephen K. Bell

Kathleen J. Hittle

David W. Nordin

Michael A. Benedetto

Patricia C. Houle

William C. North

Elizabeth Berrones-Rotchford

Kenneth Hubbard

John North

David J. Boersma

Benjamin Hyink

Thomas V. O’Connor

Debra J. Braselton

Chantelle Jackson

Julie M. Pabst

Karren Brower

Abigail J. Jung

Roy I. Peregrine

Deborah Carder

Henry D. Kass

Kelly M. Peterson

Elizabeth Chacko

Emily Kelly

John J. Piccione

Paul S. Chawla

Caryn M. Kenik

Chantelle A. Porter

David S. Cochran

Thomas G. Kenny

Rachael Price

Andrew P. Cores

Nicholas C. Kirkeles

James Reichardt

Todd M. Cowden

Deborah E. Klaas

Keith C. Roberts

Warren E. Crabill

Richard D. Klein

Keith E. Roberts

Lawrence J. Czepiel

Sharon R. Knobbe

Carolyn S. Roscich

Ronald A. DaRosa

Daniel J. Kollias

Anthony Sammarco

Dion U. Davi

Lynne Kristufek

David Schaffer

Frank DeSalvo

Elizabeth Krueger

Christa Schneider

Paul P. Didzerekis

James J. Laraia

Darius Sethna

Anique Drouin

Jean M. Lasics-Wessels

Justin Smit

Brigid A. Duffield

Sean M. Lazzari

Harry C. Smith

Joseph F. Emmerth

Susan E. Lesus

Leah D. Stezen

Bryan S. Estes

Richard L. Lucas

Steven P. Stime

John L. Fay

R. Daniel Lyons

John P. Stock

John W. Flynn

John Martoccio

William J. Stogsdill, Jr.

George S. Frederick

Christopher J. Maurer

Laura M. Urbik-Kern

Jennifer Friedland

Sean McCumber

Ericka N. Walsh

Bruce E. Garner

Mary McSwain

David R. Watschke

Connie R. Gessner

Robin Miller

Susan M. Wieczorek

Brian C. Giglio

Lynn Mirabella

Robert H. Wier

Joseph P. Glimco

Daniel J. Moriarty

Michael J. Wolf

Brian A Grady

Wendy M. Musielak

Marc D. Wolfe
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National Law Day Celebration
Honors the Legacy of John Adams
BY ELIZABETH POPE

S

tephen N. Zack, president of
the American Bar Association
chose this year’s Law Day theme
The Legacy of John Adams, from Boston
to Guantanamo, “to highlight our
nation’s first lawyer-president and to
foster understanding of the historical
and contemporary role of lawyers
in defending the principle of due
process and the rights of the accused.”
Zack went on to say in choosing this
theme, that “John Adams is but one
example of many note worthy cases
in American history in which lawyers
have stepped forward to defend
unpopular clients in the fundamental
principle of the rule of law.”1
John Adams’ family had been in
America for generations when he was
born on October 30, 1735. He was
the son of a Harvard educated farmer.
His father taught him to read, and
he then attended Joseph Cleverly’s
Latin school, where he studied
under Joseph Marsh. He thereafter
became a student at Harvard College,
graduating after four years in 1751,
before studying law and being
admitted to the Massachusetts Bar in
1758. He went on to marry Abigail
Smith. One of their four children,
John Quincy Adams, later became our
sixth president.2
Adams successfully defended
many of the British soldiers involved
in the Boston Massacre (1770) with
only two of the eight found guilty of
manslaughter. He defended Captain
Preston after the Boston Massacre,
because, he said, he believed that the
rule of law should be paramount and
1 www.americanbar.org.
2 American History@about.com, a part of the
New York Times Company.

that all of the British soldiers involved
in the Boston Massacre deserved a fair
trial.
Adams’ successful defense efforts
made him unpopular with the

Illustration ©2011 istockphoto.com

patriots in Boston for several months.
He overcame this stigma because he
defended the British through principle
rather than sympathy for their cause.3
He wrote in his diary three years
after the trial that “The part I took
in defense of Cptn. Preston and the
Soldiers, procured me anxiety, and
obloquy enough. It was, however,
one of the most gallant, generous,
manly and disinterested actions of
my whole life, and one of the best
pieces of service I ever rendered my
country. Judgement of death against
those soldiers would have been as
foul a stain upon this country as the
3 American History@about.com, a part of the
New York Times Company.

executions of the Quakers or Witches,
anciently. As the evidence was, the
verdict of the jury was exactly right.”4
From 1770 to 1774, Adams served
in the Massachusetts legislature and
was elected in the Congress. He
nominated George Washington as
Commander in Chief and was part of
the committee that worked to draft
the Declaration of Independence.
Adams, along with Franklin and
John Jay created the Treaty of Paris
(1783) officially ending the American
Revolution. He later served as Vice
President to Washington (1789-97).
As Washington’s Vice President,
Adams was the next logical federalist
candidate. He was opposed by Thomas
Jefferson in a fierce campaign. Adams
was in favor of a strong national
government and felt France was a
greater concern to National security
than Britain, while Jefferson felt
the opposite. At that time, whoever
received the most votes became
President and the candidate with
the second most votes became Vice
President. Adams received 71 electoral
votes and became President. Jefferson
got 68 and became Vice President.5
Adams and Jefferson later formed
a friendship as elder statesmen and
frequently wrote to each other. Adams’
last words, in fact, were “Thomas
Jefferson still survives.” At the age of
92, John Adams died on July 4, 1826.
Ironically, Jefferson had died earlier
that day.6 □

4 www.mass.gov/courts/sjc/john-adams-b.html
5 American History@about.com, a part of the
New York Times Company.
6 American History@about.com, a part of the
New York Times Company.
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Kalbfleisch
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Volunteer My Time As
An Attorney...?
Who, Me?
by raleigh Kalbfleisch

V

olunteer? Who me? I don’t
have time to volunteer. I
don’t want to accidentally
create an attorney-client relationship,
get beefed to the ARDC or sued for
malpractice. I’ve got clients to call,
pleadings to draft, and billable hour
minimums to meet. I’ve got young
children who are in tons of activities
and I am the chauffeur. Besides, there
are lots of other attorneys to volunteer
so I’m not needed.
These are some really good and
totally valid reasons not to volunteer.
I hear them frequently. They were my
reasons for a long time. For many
people, they are dead on right - until
you get to the part about not being
needed. You are needed. We all are.
Okay, so, up front, I am not just poking
at people to volunteer. I do it too. I
did not do it for the first eight years of
my practice for the reasons above but
about two years ago I realized that it

is the right thing to do. Since then, I
have spent roughly 30 hours a month
volunteering for various programs. I
am a practitioner with a young son
(who is in different activities) and a
husband that travels frequently. I still
have lots of time with my family, get
the occasional girl’s night out, garden,
and read two or three books a week.
To say that my life would be full
without the volunteer commitment is
true, but I truly believe that we have
an obligation as attorneys to give back
to our communities.
I interviewed Judge Thomas Else,
Judge Rodney Equi and Judge Robert
Anderson for the article in this issue
about night court and the pro se help
desk. Each of them voiced a desire
and commitment to giving back to the
community. Each of them continues
to volunteer. Judge Else, for example,
is on the Board of Directors for the
Illinois Bar Foundation as the Chair

Bob Berlin being sworn in as DuPage County State’s Attorney
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of the Grants Committee and he was
the President of the DuPage County
Bar Foundation. Judge Equi is on the
ISBA Section Counsel and Bench Bar.
Judge Anderson is the Vice Chair of
the Martin Luther King Committee
and on the Family Violence Counsel.
When I asked them about their
reasons for volunteering, each of
them had something encouraging to
say. Judge Else, for example, said that
“as lawyers, we are part of the public
trust. Being an attorney is a privilege
and not a right. We should honor
that privilege by giving back to the
community.”
Whether or not any of you
believe we have a moral imperative
to volunteer or just want to fulfill
a pro bono requirement from your
employer, one thing that I hope
you will consider is that every single
person I have encountered, no
matter the program or their personal
situation, is unbelievably grateful that
an attorney is taking time to help
them. You don’t need to spend lots of
time, an hour a week can have a huge
impact. Frankly, it just feels good to
have someone offer a sincere ‘thank
you’ for something you’ve done while
volunteering.
ASAs to Join DCBA. As reported
last month in these pages, DuPage
County States Attorney Bob Berlin
recently announced that ASAs
working with him are joining the
DCBA. An event is scheduled for
The Bank in Wheaton on April 21,
2011 at 5:30 p.m. to welcome these
and other new members, some of
whom have already registered their
membership: Paul F. Bruckner, Nick
Catizone, Augusta R. Clarke, Mary

Liberty Bell Award Winner To be
Announced at Law Day Luncheon
BY JOHN J. PCOLINSKI, JR.

I
Joe Fortunato, who donated his
raffle winnings to Legal Aid.

Constantino, Elizabeth Gomez, Jae
K. Kwon, Kevin R. Laude, Diane
M. Michalak, Louisa J. Nuckolls,
Barbara Reynolds, William R.
Roberts, Robert Stanker, and
William Wu.
With Thanks to Joe Fortunato.
A raffle during this year’s Judges Nite
brought in almost $5000 to the DCBA
Legal Aid Program. Roughly half of
the money came from attendees who
donated money in aid of a worthy
cause. The other half came from Joe
Fortunato who won the raffle and
was thus entitled to half the pot but
who instead donated his half of the
winnings back to Legal Aid.
Other New Members. We also
want to welcome the following other
new members to the DCBA: Andrew
H. Heap, Kurt M. Anderson of
Corbett Duncan & Hubly, Michael F.
Sexton of Dykema, Brian K. LaFratta
of Huck Bouma, PC, Meg Jackson
of Law Offices of Meg Jackson, PC,
John T. White of Mulherin, Rehfeldt
& Varchetto, David R. Schlueter of
Offices of David R. Schlueter, Ltd,
Donald R. Tyer of Ottosen Britz Kelly
Cooper Gilbert, Karen Lake, Kurt
D. Hyzy of The Law Group, Ltd.,
Hilary Wild and Amy H. Flynn.
Michelle A. Barrett and Kylene
Loop of Roberts & Associates, P.C.
and Ian Bisinger are paralegals who
have joined as Associate members
and Abby Bakos, Danielle Cutshall,
and Agnes S. Heck are new student
members. □

n addition to Judge William Bauer’s keynote address and Chairman Dan Cronin’s introduction
of Judge Bauer, the Legal Aid Committee will announce the recipients of
awards honoring those who have devoted substantial time and energy to
pro bono matters during calendar year
2010.
The Liberty Bell Award is given
annually to non-attorneys who have
devoted substantial time and effort
toward attaining and maintaining

T

justice in the areas of promoting a
better understanding of our Constitution and the Bill of Rights; encouraging greater respect for law and the
courts, stimulating a deeper sense of
individual responsibility so that citizens recognize their duties as well as
their rights, contributing to the effective functioning of our institutions of
government and fostering better understanding and appreciation of the
rule of law. □

LRS Posts Totals
For February, 2011

he Lawyer Referral and
Mediation Service provides
referrals to participating
attorneys and serves the community
by putting people in contact with a
local attorney. If referred through the
Service, callers are entitled to up to one
half hour free consultation. Beyond
that half hour, regular fees may be

charged. For more information or to
join the LRS, contact the Bar Center
at (630) 653-7779 or visit www.dcba.
org. Please refer prospective clients to
(630) 653-9109. The Lawyer Referral
& Mediation Service received a total
of 757 referrals (362 by telephone, 0
walk-ins & 395 by Internet) for the
month of February. □

Administrative

0

Federal Court

0

Animal Law

0

Government Benefits

8

Appeals

37

Immigration

0

Bankruptcy

21

Insurance

2

Business Law

18

Intellectual Property

3

Civil Rights

5

Mediation

3

Collection

32

Mental Health

0

Consumer Protection

9

Military Law

0

Contract Law

4

Personal Injury

36

Criminal

162

Real Estate

67

Elder Law

5

School Law

5

Employment Law

33

Social Security

1

Estate Law

20

Tax Law

1

Family

200

Worker’s Compensation

6
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HOURLY FEEONLY FINANCIAL
PLANNING

A unique alternative for
clients requesting a
referral to an advisor

DCBA COMMITTEE
MEETING SCHEDULE
One of the great benefits of
membership in the DCBA
is participating in any of the
many Association Committees
at no additional charge. Each
of the following meetings
features a presentation for
which attendees may receive
one hour of MCLE credit
(unless otherwise indicated).

MAY, 2011

SERVICES INCLUDE:

• Comprehensive financial planning
• Retirement and investment planning
• Life, disability and long-term care
insurance needs analysis
• Low-cost, index-based 401(k) plan
set up for business owners and
professionals
• Planning for domestic relations clients
as divorce financial analyst or postdivorce planner (trained in
Collaborative Practice)

9

Health Care Law

11:45 a.m. at the ARC

10

Estate Planning & Probate

11:45 a.m. at the ARC

12

School Law

11:45 a.m. at the ARC

12

Real Estate Law & Practice

11:45a.m. at the NCC

17

Alternative Dispute Resolution

11:45 a.m. at the Bar Center

18

Elder Law

11:45 a.m. at the Bar Center

19

Civil Law & Practice

11:45 a.m. at the ARC

24

Alternative Dispute Resolution

11:45 a.m. at the ARC

25

Intellectual Property

11:45 a.m. at the ARC

26

Criminal Law & Practice

11:45 a.m. at the ARC

ALL SERVICES PROVIDED WITHOUT PRODUCT SALES OR ASSETBASED FEES

SPECIAL EVENT: CIVIL UNION “SUPER SEMINAR”

Member: Garrett Planning Network,
National Association of Personal
Financial Advisors, and Financial
Planning Association

Sean McCumber, Leah Setzen, Anique Drouin, and Emily Carrara

May 21, 2011, 7:45 am to 12:45 pm
at the Marriott Chicago Oakbrook
Presenters:

Up to Four Hours of MCLE (applied for); $110-150@

For details, call the DCBA at (630) 653-7779 or visit www.dcba.org

“ARC” refers to the Attorney Resource Center on the third floor of the DuPage Judicial
Center, 505 County Farm Road, Wheaton, Illinois. The “Bar Center” is located at
126 County Farm Road, Wheaton, Illinois. The Naperville Country Club is located
at 25W570 Chicago Avenue in Naperville, Illinois. Please call (630) 653-7779 for
further information about any of these meetings or for current scheduling information
about the meetings of any DCBA committee. Meetings marked with (*) are working
meetings for which no MCLE credit is available.
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Rule 758:
What
Constitutes
Pro Bono
Legal Services

ARTICLES

HE

litie
s of
Lega
Pro
Page l Aid F
Bon
u
oW
ndin
26
ork
gC
and
risis
the
by J
effre
y J.
Krol
l

ST
The

Rea

GET

LEG

AL

AID

FUN

DIN

AXE G
!

By Dan Walker and
David Christensen
Page 22

Dealing With Costs
in Pro Bono Cases
(Federal and State)

Removing
the Mental
Obstacles From
Pro Bono Practice
By Steven Behnken
Page 36

By Terrence J. Benshoof
Page 30
Illustration ©2011 istockphoto.com
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From this month’s
articles editor

Articles from
Lawyers & Paralegals

It’s about Time
That We All
Go . . .
Pro Bono
By Arthur W. Rummler

I

t’s about time that we all go…pro bono.
Say that phrase ten times fast while
looking in the mirror. Then ask yourself
why you haven’t done any pro bono work in
the last few years… or perhaps ever. Maybe
you have done pro bono work, but you still
have lingering questions about the process
that have prevented further participation.
In this issue of the DCBA Brief, our authors
aim to breakdown the complexity of going
pro bono with a view toward stimulating
increased understanding and participation.
With the advent of Law Day, it is
timely to take up issues concerning pro
bono activities. Law Day is supposed
to be a celebration of the rule of law; a
juxtaposition to the uncivil and oppressive
systems of government that, even today,
53 years after the inaugural Law Day,
hold dominion over far too many people
in the world. We celebrate the rule of
law as the means to promote liberty and
justice in our society. What better way
than providing legal services at no cost to
person or organization in need is there to
demonstrate, reinforce and reaffirm the
importance of our legal system as a key
driving force in the ongoing evolution of
the freedom of mankind.
As lawyers we are called upon to provide
pro bono work, but many of us don’t know
what that means or how to get involved.
Dan Walker and David Christensen
explore Illinois Supreme Court Rule
756(f ); its rationale and requirements
relating to going pro bono. Their article
addresses some of the more technical
points in the current law.
Among the many opportunities for
pro bono activities are those relating to the
federal and state court systems. Terrence
Benshoof provides us with two articles

to help you maneuver your way through
them. He explains the process of getting
appointed to represent a client as it relates
to members of the federal trial bar and
also gives us a primer on the all important
payment of costs related to pro bono
representation.
Jeffrey Kroll takes a look at the funding
crisis going on in legal aid today, one of the
reasons going pro bono is more important
now than in past years.
Finally, one of the oft quoted reasons
for not partaking in pro bono work is the
uncertainty of responsibilities and the
question of potential liabilities. To borrow
a phrase, there are things we know, things we
don’t know….and things we don’t know we
don’t know. Fortunately, Steve Behnken’s
article resolves many of these unknowns
and provides a ready resource for those
willing to take the leap into providing pro
bono services, but who needed to answer
some very important legal questions first.
The answer in short. . .just do it. □

Arthur Rummler is a sole practitioner
with an office in Glen Ellyn, Illinois. He
concentrates his practice in all phases of
bankruptcy, including consumer, business
and trustee cases. Mr. Rummler is a 1987
graduate of the University of Michigan
Ross School of Business Administration
and a 1991 graduate of the Chicago-Kent
College of Law. Actively participating in
the DuPage County Bar Association, he is
currently serving as a member of the DCBA
Brief Editorial Board, Vice Chair of the
Law Day Committee and has appeared in
Judge’s Night for the past four years.

The articles published in this magazine are generally contributed by
lawyers and paralegals who are
members of the DCBA. If you are
interested in submitting an article
to be considered for publication
in the DCBA Brief, please contact
the magazine’s Associate Editor,
Eric Waltmire, at ericwaltmire@
dcbabrief.org.
Our publication
guidelines for author submissions
appear at dcbabrief.org/submissions.html. Practicing attorneys
whose articles are selected for publication in the DCBA Brief are qualified to receive CLE credit under the
applicable Illinois rules.

Student Articles
The DCBA Brief has a long standing commitment to providing a
forum for law students in the Chicago metropolitan area. If you are
a law student who attends one of
these schools or otherwise has an
interest in the practice of law in
DuPage County, you can join the
DCBA for no charge and are then
eligible to contribute articles to
be considered for publication. If
you have interest in submitting a
student article, please contact our
Student Articles Editor, Mark Carroll at markcarroll@dcbabrief.org.

Sidebars
The life blood of the DCBA is its
committees, many of which are
made up of practitioners with an
interest in particular areas of legal
study. In addition to the many CLE
seminars they host, these committees put together case law updates
that then appear in this section
of the magazine as “Sidebars.” If
you know of any recent decisions
or changes in the law our readers
should know about, please contact
Sidebars Editor, Melissa Piwowar, at
melissapiwowar@dcbabrief.org
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Illinois Supreme Court Rule 756(f)
and What Constitutes Pro Bono
Legal Services
By Dan Walker and David Christensen

T

he phrase pro bono strikes at any practicing lawyer like a lioness’ paw protecting her cubs from a predator. It stalks us as we study our receivables
and stare despairingly at the legal services we have provided for “free.” As we
dwell on the latest give away of our expertise, a primordial lawyer scream explodes from our golden throats, “its unfair,” “its not right.” Then we yell, “Its
pro bono!” to rationalize our fate.
We look up pro bono and find Illinois Supreme Court
Rule 756(f ). But we find our hopes dashed as we read,
“Legal services for which payment was expected, but is uncollected, do not qualify for pro bono legal service.”1 So
much for our mental gymnastics!
Suggested, Not Mandatory. Supreme Court Rule 756
regulates the annual registration by Illinois lawyers and proscribes the content of the registration form. Subsection (f )
of the Rule addresses pro bono services. It does not require
but only encourages the performance of pro bono services by
asking Illinois lawyers to report the “approximate amount
of his or her pro bono legal service hours and the amount of
qualified monetary contributions made during the preceding 12 months.”2 This model of encouraging pro bono work
tracks the ABA Model Rule of Professional Responsibility
6.1 that reads:
“Every lawyer has a professional responsibility to provide legal services to those unable to
pay. A lawyer should aspire to render at least 50
hours of pro bono public legal services per year.”
Unlike the ABA rule, Illinois does not set forth a goal for
1
2
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Ill. S.Ct.R. 756(f).
Ill. S.Ct.R. 756(f).
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the number of hours each attorney should annually devote
to pro bono work.
Current research suggests that encouraging pro bono
work rather than requiring it does not meet the goal of
lawyers performing substantial pro bono services. Lawyers
have consistently preferred not to have a mandatory pro
bono requirement. Lawyers on average spend less then half
an hour each week on pro bono services, whereas doctors
average nine hours per week.
In the current economic environment, there would
appear to be an extreme need for pro bono services. In
Washington D.C., the new Congress is proposing to cut
$75 million from the Legal Services Corporation budget
and states are also cutting funds to legal service organizations in an attempt to balance their budgets.3
In the face of this reality, the statistics show that Lawyers
are less likely than other professionals to engage in pro bono
services and that legal expenditures directed to legal aid and
public interest legal organizations is under 1% of the U.S.
total. Lastly, of the lawyers who donate legal services, only

3 Legal Services Corporation, Proposed $75 Million Budget Cut

Would Devastate Legal Aid to Poor (February 9, 2011),
http://www.lsc.gov/press/pressrelease_detail_2011_T274_
R3.php.

10% to 20% do so for low income clients.4
“Limited means” is defined in subsection (2) as those
So why encourage rather than mandate pro bono services? persons whose household incomes are below the federal
For one, it puts the focus on giving rather than obeying. In poverty standard or are considered working poor.7 The
donating rather than mandating, it helps to move us away 2011 federal poverty level for the working poor is defined
from our usual routine, stretching
as a family of four with an annual
us professionally and personally. It
household income under $22,350
Dan Walker, Jr.
or a single person who earns under
benefits us personally by bolstering
is a named partour self esteem. At the same time,
$10,890 per year. An attorney is
ner at Cesario
it furthers our profession by raisnot required to undertake an in& Walker where
ing the public’s regard for lawyers.
vestigation i.e., see tax returns, pay
his practice is
Providing pro bono assistance reafstubs etc. but may use a good faith
concentrated in
firms that the law is the foundation
determination regarding a client’s
civil
litigation,
of a free society, that lawyers are
eligibility.8
family law, pergatekeepers for the justice system,
Limited Means Not Always
sonal
injury,
and that each of us is needed to
Required. There are two categories
trial practice and real estate transkeep America free. But what exthat do not require that pro bono
actions. A trial attorney with over
actly is pro bono service?
services be “…rendered to persons
35
years
experience,
Mr.
Walker
reSupreme Court Rule 756(f )
of limited means or matters deceived his J.D. from Northwestern
Defines Pro Bono. What does
signed to address the needs of perUniversity in 1974. He is a memRule 756(f ) say about pro bono
sons of limited means.” Subsection
ber of the Illinois State and DuPage
service? It defines pro bono legal
(1)(c) provides that legal services
County Bar Associations and a member
services as either the delivery of lemay be reported as pro bono if renof the DCBA Brief Editorial Board.
gal services or monetary contribudered to “charitable, religious, civic or
tions to qualified organizations. To
community organizations in matters
qualify as pro bono, the delivery of
in furtherance of their purposes.”9
the legal service must be performed
There is no requirement that the
David Christensen
“without charge or without expecorganization’s purpose relate to the
is an associate
5
tation of a fee.”
needs of persons of limited means.
with Cesario &
In addition to being without
However, this subsection also dicWalker
where
charge or expectation of a fee, the
tates that legal services provided to
he concentrates
legal service must fit into one of
educational organizations “in mathis practice in
four categories. Three of the catters in furtherance of their purpose”
Personal injury,
do not qualify.
egories focus on legal services for
criminal
law,
either individual or organizational
Continued
Representation,
family
law
and
but for No Further Fee Qualifies.
pro bono services. Subsection (1)
general civil litigation. Mr. Christensen
(a) allows legal services to qualify
Also, a legal service qualifies as pro
graduated with honors from Michigan
bono when a client and lawyer agree
if rendered directly to a persons of
State
University
College
of
Law
where
“limited means.” Subsection (1)
in a fee case that the lawyer’s further
he received jurisprudence awards
(b) allows legal services to qualify
services will be provided volunin both criminal and civil litigaif rendered to “charitable, religious,
tarily. This allows a lawyer’s billable
civic, community governmental or
hours rendered after the agreement
tion. Mr. Christiansen is a member
educational” organizations but only
to qualify as pro bono services.10
of the DuPage County, Cook County,
if they relate to “matters designed
There is no requirement that the
and Illinois State Bar Associations.
services be to a person of limited
to address the needs of persons of
limited means.” Subsection (1)(d)
means; that they are matters deallows legal services to qualify if they involve training in- signed to address the needs of persons of limited means; or
tended to benefit legal service organizations or lawyers who
provide pro bono services.6
4 Ton Lininger, From Park Place to Community Chest: Rethinking

Lawyers’ Monopoly, 101 Nw. U. L. 1343, 1347 (Spring 2007).
5 Ill. S.Ct.R. 756(f)(1).
6 Ill. S.Ct.R. 7456(f)(1)(a) to (d).

7 Ill. S.Ct.R. 576(f)(2).
8 Department of Health and Human Services, Office of the

Secretary, Annual Update of the HHS Poverty Guidelines, 76 Fed.
Reg. 13 (January 20, 2011).
9 Ill. S.Ct.R. 756(f)(1)(c).
10 Ill. S.Ct.R. 756(f).
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that they are rendered to charitable, religious civic or community organizations. This category allows legal services
to any client, no matter their economic means, no matter
their case, no matter the amount involved, to be considered
pro bono so long as the parties agree there is no charge for
future work and the work is performed by the attorney.
Note, this rule does not allow an attorney to declare
past hours as pro bono for which he or she expected to be
paid. This, however, might be an advantageous method
to perform pro bono service in situations in which there is
no chance of payment, but, for whatever reason, altruistic
or otherwise, the attorney wishes to continue assisting the
client.
Yes, Donating Money Counts. Finally, monetary contributions qualify as reportable pro bono services if they are
financial contributions, not in-kind contributions, and are
to a charitable, religious, civic, community government or
educational organization that provides legal services to persons of limited means or which contributes financial support to such an organization.11 Under the rule, you cannot
report your church, PTA or United Way contribution as
pro bono unless it contributes to an organization that “pro11 Ill. S.Ct.R.756(f)(3).
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vides legal services to persons of limited means.” However,
the rule, on its face, does not require that the organization
contribute a set or minimum percentage of the donated
funds, only that it does contribute them.
The Supreme Court’s Rule is a good start at encouraging
more pro bono activity by Illinois attorneys, but it needs to
be broadened. The authors would suggest, for example,
that the Supreme Court allow some pro bono legal services, rendered to organizations such as Prairie State Legal
Services, to count toward the mandatory continuing legal
education requirement.
Pro bono service could also be encouraged if governmental bodies that do business with private firms endeavor
to place their legal work with those firms that have an established, written, and active program that encourages its
members to do pro bono work.
There are certainly many other ways to encourage pro
bono activity by lawyers, but perhaps the best first step is
simply for each lawyer to recognize the benefits of becoming engaged in pro bono activities and get out in the community and donate his or her legal services. Of course, if
time does not permit, donating money to legal aid organizations is a fine place to start. Either way, the reward of pro
bono work will be realized. □

The Realities of Pro Bono Work and
the Legal Aid Funding Crisis
By Jeffrey J. Kroll

“D

espite the recent economic downturn,” the 2009 Annual Report
for the Attorney Registration and Disciplinary Commission tells
us, “there [has been] an increase in both the number of lawyers providing pro bono legal services and the hours of services as well as the number
of lawyers making monetary contributions to legal aid organizations and
the amount contributed. During the 2009 registration process, 27,200
attorneys indicated that they had provided pro bono legal services totalling, in the aggregate, 2,197,041 pro bono legal service hours, including
1,113,778 hours of legal service provided directly to persons of limited
means, an increase of 2.1% over 2008.”1
11As

of this writing, the ARDC had not yet tabulated
the numbers for 2010, but ARDC Chief Counsel,
James J. Grogan, tells us enthusiasm for pro bono work
remains high among those who have taken the time to
get involved. “Lawyers give so much of themselves,”
he emphasized, “and they clearly think pro bono work is
important. A lot of my former students, for example,
tell me the best part of their practice is when they’re
doing pro bono work. They say that the pro bono work
they’ve done is among the most rewarding experience
they’ve had as lawyers. You get back many times what
you give.”
The ARDC is charged with compiling information
from lawyers about pro bono work by the Illinois
1 ARDC Annual Report, April 2010, p. 3-4.
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Supreme Court. The Court thus amended Rule 756 in
2008 to require that attorneys be asked what legal work
and monetary contributions they made in the prior year
on a confidential basis. “The Court wants us to monitor
what’s being done in the aggregate,” Grogan explained.
“The Court is very, very concerned and interested in
knowing not only about what time lawyers are spending
pro bono but also the level of contribution they are
making to legal service organizations. A fair reading
of the rule would be that the Court wants to see what
attorneys are doing. The Court is at the vanguard in
recognizing the importance of pro bono service and this
lets them know what’s going on.”
The Illinois Supreme Court does not require that
attorneys devote any specific amount of time or

money to pro bono efforts but Rule 756(f ) emphasizes organizations is thus more important now than in many
that “pro bono service is an integral part of a lawyer’s years past. The legal aid community, which is short
professionalism.”2 Thus, while it may be encouraging to handed already, is in the midst of a funding crisis.
The money that legal aid organizations get from court
know that, in 2009, the Illinois attorneys who reported
that they were doing pro bono work confirmed they were filing fees is still there. “Civil filing fees hold steady and
handling an annual average of roughly 80 hours each, it even increase from year to year,” DuPage Legal Aid
Director, Brenda Carroll told
is still troubling that, at least in
us, “but the reserve we set up
2009, less than one third of the
Jeffrey J. Kroll is
from the cy pres awards we got
84,777 lawyers licensed in Illinois
the principal at
two years ago is disappearing.”
reported doing anything at all.
the Law Offices
Other funding sources, including
Big firms encourage attorneys
of Jeffrey J. Kroll,
IOLTA, the Lawyers Trust Fund
and paralegals to make yearly pro
a Chicago law
3
and Legal Services Corporation,
bono pledges. Smaller firms may
firm that focuses
are not providing the same
not require the same number of
primarily
on
support they were in years past
billable hours as the larger firms,
plaintiff’s tort litigation. He received
and legal aid is thus now on the
but their members also work
his B.S.C. in Finance and Economics
verge of serious trouble.
with fewer resources. They have
from DePaul University in 1987 and
Reduction
in
Interest
as much if not more difficulty
also graduated from DePaul University
Payments in IOLTA Accounts.
taking time away from their
College of Law. He was selected by Best
IOLTA (Interest on Lawyers
regular workload to devote to
Lawyers as one of the Top Personal
Trust Accounts)5 has fallen victim
pro bono but many still somehow
Injury
lawyers
in
Illinois.
For
the
past
manage to make the time.4 As
to the larger economic crisis that
seven years, Mr. Kroll has been selectour country has been living.
Jim Grogan told us, “there are
ed by his peers as one of the Leading
Congress created IOLTA in 1980
a lot of lawyers giving a lot of
Lawyers in Illinois. He has also been
as a means to provide civil legal
themselves to pro bono work.
selected as one of the Top Plaintiff’s
aid to the poor and support other
Lawyers generally are pretty good
Personal Injury attorneys as published
justice system improvements.
about giving their time to people
by the Chicago Lawyer. In 2002, Mr.
The program allocates a portion of
who need help.”
Kroll was selected by the National
interest derived from designated
Still, times are rough – for
Law Journal as one of the top 40 atlawyer trust accounts to provide
everyone – and the need for
torneys in America under the age of 40.
legal services for the indigent
assistance, both in pro bono work
without taxing the public, and at
and in contributions to legal aid
no cost to lawyers or their clients.6 Unfortunately, the
program is also in peril, with declines in IOLTA money
2 Comment to Illinois Supreme Court Rule 756(f).
hitting
nearly every state over the last three years.7 The
3 According to its website, for example, Jenner & Block devotes
“at least 5% of its billable hours each year to pro bono matters. hard facts are these: “IOLTA generated $380 million
In 2009, the firm’s attorneys contributed over 69,000 hours
to pro bono matters.” When Winston & Strawn celebrated its nationally for legal aid groups in 2008, but that fell to
150th anniversary in 2003, the firm asked every lawyer and $124 million in 2010…. Interest rates were at 5.25% in
paralegal to sign a pledge to devote at least 35 hours to pro
September 2007 and have since fallen to 0.25% or even
bono work during the year.
lower….”8 Until interest rates increase, IOLTA is not
4 I recently asked a new lawyer how much pro bono work she
did each year. She reluctantly responded, “None.” Curious, I the answer.
asked her if any of her friends from school had provided any
The Lawyers Trust Fund. The Illinois State Bar
pro bono legal services since graduating three years ago. Her
response: “Nope. How could we? My firm requires me to bill
at least 2000 hours a year, but since I want to make partner, I
try to bill more. I recently got married, but spend little time
with my husband, who is not a lawyer. I have a few non-law
related interests, which my firm encourages, but I have no time
for them either. Don’t even mention working out. What’s that?
I don’t even have thirty minutes to spend at the gym. I’d love
to do pro bono work, but ….”

5 www.iolta.org.
6 www.iolta.org/grants.
7 Karen Sloan, Legal Aid Groups Face Grim Forecast for the New

Year, Daily Business Review (January 10, 2011).
8 Karen Sloan, Legal Aid Groups Face Grim Forecast for the New
Year, Daily Business Review (January 10, 2011).
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Association and the Chicago Bar Association incorporated
the Lawyers Trust Fund of Illinois in 1981 as a not-forprofit corporation. “Two years later, the Lawyers Trust
Fund became the
beneficiary and
administrator
of the [Illinois
I O L T A ]
program
by
order of the
Supreme Court
of Illinois.”9
The Lawyers
Trust Fund starts
out with $42 of
every $289 paid
by attorneys when they register with the ARDC each
year, but the Fund also serves as the hub for IOLTA

payments in Illinois and is seeing a dramatic drop in
its resources as a result. “The drop in interest rates has
virtually decimated the income to the Lawyers Trust
Fund,” said Jim
Reichardt,
a
member of the
LTF Board and
the Chairman of
the DCBA Legal
Aid Committee,
“The banks are
paying virtually
no interest. The
Fund received
over $17 million
in 2008, this
year we’re expecting that will be down to something
like $3.6 million. Now, what the Trust Fund did was it
squirrelled away some money for the Grant Stabilization
Fund, basically setting aside a reserve, so we’d be prepared
for exactly the conditions we’re in now, and because of
that, we haven’t yet had to butcher the grants that have
been given from year to year. But that money will run
out. It’s projected to run out by 2014 so, if interest rates
don’t soon come back to previous levels, we will have to
cut grants significantly.”
Legal Services Corporation. Legal Services
Corporation “is the single largest provider of civil legal
aid for the poor in the nation. Established in 1974,
LSC operates as an independent 501(c)(3) nonprofit
corporation that promotes equal access to justice and
provides grants for high-quality civil legal assistance
to low-income Americans.”10 A “quasi-governmental
agency,” Legal Services Corporation “is headed by a
bipartisan board of directors whose eleven members
are appointed by the President and confirmed by the
Senate.”11
“LSC gives money all over the country,” Brenda
Carroll explained. “They give money to the Legal
Assistance Foundation downtown, Prairie State Legal
Services, Land of Lincoln downstate. All of these
groups’ funding is in danger of being cut because
LSC is losing its funding.” In February, specifically,
the House of Representatives approved cutting $70

Still, times are rough – for everyone –
and the need for assistance, both in pro
bono work and in contributions to legal
aid organizations is thus more important
now than in many years past.

EMPLOYMENT
LAW

photo ©REP3

9 About the Lawyers Trust Fund of Illinois, www.ltf.org/about/
history.html.
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Attorneys at Law and
Employment Law Consultants

10 www.lsc.gov/about/lsc.php.
11 www.lsc.gov/about/lsc.php.

million from LSC’s budget.12 This would reduce LSC’s
budget by almost 20% at a time when it is seeking an
increase in its budget due to the dramatic increase in
the number of eligible clients. According to LSC, “The
2008 recession and rise in unemployment during 2009
created new stresses for legal aid programs. About 54
million Americans - including 18.5 million children were eligible for LSC services in 2008, the most recent
data available. That represents an increase of almost 3
million poor people from 2007.”13
Conclusion. The legal community is doing a great
deal to help people get through what have been very
difficult financial times these last few years. DCBA
Legal Aid Director, Brenda Carroll, is thus quick to
emphasize how grateful she and the organization’s clients
are for what people are already doing. “The DCBA does
a great deal for Legal Aid,” she said. “They encourage
lawyers to do pro bono work. The bylaws provide for it
and people see it as important. There’s a tradition here.
A lot of the judges on the bench were attorneys who
did pro bono work and there’s an expectation. It’s what
people are expected to do, at least in this county. The
DCBA gives us grant money each year, the members
make contributions with their dues, and there are a lot
of events, like the golf outings, the Cougars’ game and
Judge’s Nite that people attend. We have a lot to be
thankful for.”
Still, the economic crisis now confronting legal aid
organizations throughout the country makes this an
important time for lawyers to step up and do more. As
one author concluded, the “perfect storm” now facing
legal aid makes it vital that we all give just a little bit
more than we have in the past:
“The problem is a perfect storm of IOLTA
funding declines, cuts in state and local
funding, uncertain federal support and a
tight private fundraising environment. The
situation is exacerbated by steep increases
in demand for free legal services as millions
of low-income Americans face long-term
unemployment, foreclosure and other serious
problems.14 □
12 Legal Services Corporation, House Cuts $70 Million in LSC

Funding, February 19, 2011. www.lsc.gov/press/pressrelease_
detail_2011_T274_R6.php.
13 www.lsc.gov/about/budget.php.
14 Karen Sloan, Perfect Storm Hits Legal Aid, The National Law
Journal (January 3, 2011).

Legal Aid Needs Your Support
by James L. Reichardt
Reading through this issue of the DCBA Brief, you may be
struck by the dedication of those lawyers who freely give their
services in more or less organized ways to those who cannot
afford it, or as a contribution to the work of a charity. You may
be motivated by an inherent desire to help the less fortunate1
and ask, “I do not practice in these areas of the law and I do
not have to time to donate legal services. How can I join in the
pro bono fun?” Just as the legal system has struggled over the
years to find ways to compensate people for loss of life and
limb, the Legal Aid Committee has arrived at an imperfect but
compelling answer to this question: money.
Monetary support for the Legal Aid program has historically
come from the civil filing fees which represented 70% of the
operating budget this last year, as well as large institutional
grants from the Lawyers Trust Fund of Illinois, Prairie State Legal
Services, and support through DCBA member dues (through
the dues check off program).
The Lawyers Trust Fund, however, has seen its resources
dwindle to a small percentage of past years as interest rates
on IOLTA accounts have fallen to near nothing. Budget cuts in
Washington have all but wiped out money coming to Prairie
State Legal Services, so that organization can no longer help
fund Legal Aid. And the DCBA’s program, which encourages
members to make a donation to legal aid when they renew
their membership (the “dues check off program”) brings in just
$10.00 each year from participating members. Collectively, this
means Legal Aid is in trouble.
Over the last couple of years, Legal Aid has been able to set
aside some money for a rainy day, largely due to the efforts of
Vincent DiTommaso and other DuPage lawyers who obtained
cy pres awards for the organization in class action cases. With
dwindling financial contributions from formerly reliable
sources, however, this reserve fund may soon run out. Legal Aid
is looking into the possibility of asking the DCBA to increase
the dues check off, but is always open to other ideas for
fundraising.2 If you would rather not rack your brain thinking
of fundraising ideas, just write a tax deductible check, make it
payable to “DuPage Legal Assistance Foundation,” and drop it
by the Legal Aid Office in the Bar Center. Your help would be
greatly appreciated. □
1 And gently nudged along by the mandate in Section 3 of the
DCBA by-laws which provides: “It shall be the duty of every active,
life, faculty, honorary and retired member of this association upon
request to represent indigent persons or to otherwise support the
provision of legal services to the indigent.”
2 One such idea, which DCBA Brief Assistant Editor, Melissa
Piwowar, is pursuing with Legal Aid and the courthouse
administrator, would facilitate a donation program for jurors who
could elect to donate their stipends to Legal Aid.
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Appointments In The Federal
Court Pro Bono Program
By Terrence J. Benshoof

E

xperienced litigation attorneys in the Northern District of Illinois, who
become members of the federal trial bar, are obligated to be available for
appointment to serve as counsel in pro se matters.1 The appointment process
is governed under the pro bono program,2 which dictates both the criteria for
litigants to be eligible for representation by a trial bar member3 and the duties
and responsibilities of appointed counsel.4
A party seeking representation under the pro
bono program will have initially appeared pro se. If

1234

1 Northern District of Illinois Local Rule 83.11(g). Citations to “LR”

herein are to the Local Rules for the Northern District of Illinois.
See also Rose v. Racine Correctional Inst., 141 F.R.D. 105 (E.D.Wis.
1992) (“If it were not for this district’s pro bono panel, very few
indigent prisoners would be represented by counsel.”).
2 LR 83.35.
3 LR 83.36.
4 LR 83.37. See also Synergy Associates, Inc. v. Sun Biotechnologies,
Inc. 350 F.3d 681, 683-84 (7th Cir. 2003) (“In an effort to ensure
that all deserving litigants, including those without financial
means, have access to counsel in the federal court system, the
Northern District’s pro bono program requires all members of
its trial bar to ‘be available for appointment by the court to
represent or assist in the representation of those who cannot
afford to hire a member of the trial bar....’”); United States ex
rel. Green v. Washington, 917 F.Supp. 1238, 1279 (N.D. Ill. 1996)
(“It is worth observing that in addition to this District Court’s
ability to appoint counsel on a compensated basis under the
Criminal Justice Act, 18 U.S.C. § 006A, it imposes on members
of its trial bar the requirement that they be available for
appointment to render services to indigent litigants on a pro
bono publico basis-without any payment of fees (General Rules
3.82-3.90), and our Court of Appeals similarly provides counsel
for indigent parties in both civil and criminal appeals.”). Similar
programs exist throughout the federal court system. See, e.g.
Gordon v. Leeke, 574 F.2d 1147, 1153 (4th Cir.), cert. denied, 439
U.S. 970, 99 S.Ct. 464, 58 L.Ed.2d 431 (1978) (“If it is apparent
to the district court that a pro se litigant has a colorable claim
but lacks the capacity to present it, the district court should
appoint counsel to assist him”).
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appointment of counsel is sought, the party will
complete an application, including an affidavit as to
efforts to obtain counsel, and whether the party has
previously had pro bono counsel appointed in pending
or terminated litigation.5 A financial status affidavit is
also required6 on forms provided by the Clerk, along
with a cover sheet to inform the party of the steps for
completing the forms, and information on expenses and
fee awards.7 The trial judge reviews the application, and
before making an appointment looks into the potential
merit of the claims; the nature and complexity of the
case; the presence of conflicting testimony; the pro se
party’s own capability to present the case; the inability
of the party to retain counsel by other means; the
degree to which the interests of justice will be served;
and any other factors deemed appropriate.8 If the judge
concludes that counsel should be appointed, an order is
entered pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §1915(d).
Appointed Counsel. The trial judge has several
options available in making the appointment of
5
6
7
8

LR 83.36(a).
LR 83.36(a).
LR 83.36(a)(1-5).
LR 83.36(c)(1-7).

counsel under the pro bono program. In addition to administrative fora unless granted leave to withdraw.15
appointment from a panel of attorneys, the court may During the course of representation, counsel may be
appoint the same counsel who has represented the party able to recover expenses related to the representation
in other pending cases.9 If the case requires specific from the District Court Fund, as provided in the
expertise, and the panel has members with that specific Regulations Governing the Reimbursement of Expenses
expertise, the court may order the clerk to select from in Pro Bono Cases.16 It is also possible, in some cases,
for appointed counsel to obtain
that group, or the court may
fees.17 Fee agreements of a
designate a specific member of
Terrence Benshoof
binding nature, or as a condition
that group.10 If the court finds
is a solo practithat no member of the panel
of representation, are prohibited;
tioner officing in
has the necessary expertise, the
although
provisional
fee
Glen Ellyn. His
court may appoint counsel with
agreements,
in
settlements,
may
general practice
includes concenthe required expertise who is
be approved by the court.18
tration in taxaThe Attorney Panel. As noted
not on the panel.11 If none of
tion, estate planning, and commerthese criteria apply, the clerk, on
above, the pro bono program
cial litigation. Mr. Benshoof received
receipt of an appointment order,
is serviced by members of the
his undergraduate degree from UIC,
will select the first available panel
federal trial bar. Some members
and his law degree and LLM in
member matching the expertise
of the trial bar take their place on
Taxation from DePaul University.
or preference desired,12 or if no
the panels that are created by the
such person is found, the next
office of the clerk by volunteering.
available panel member.13 An
If a volunteer is then appointed,
14
appointment order is then sent to the selected counsel.
on notification of the appointment, the volunteer is
Once counsel receives notice of appointment, an given the option of then being moved to the end of the
appearance must be filed in the action. Counsel is list, or being removed from the list until replacement
required, in addition to all of those things which the after a specific time or on the volunteer’s request.19 With
Illinois Rules of Professional Responsibility require, to the exception of volunteers, the panels are created by a
handle the matter through final judgment. Counsel must random selection of names from the trial bar by the
also inform the party of possible use of other fora, and clerk. Generally, those selected are not to have been on
continue the representation to the courts system from earlier panels.20 When panel members are selected, the
clerk is charged with obtaining information from each
member as to their prior civil trial experience, number
9 LR 83.36(d)(1).
of trials, and areas of trial experience; and the member’s
10 LR 83.36(d)(2).
foreign language proficiency.21
11 LR 83.36(d)(3).
12 The expertise in question is that relevant to the area of practice,
In order to further narrow the panel for selection
not specific knowledge of the facts in a given case. Thus, in
purposes
by the trial courts, the clerk also requests prefSynergy Associates, Inc. v. Sun Biotechnologies, Inc. 350 F.3d 681
(7th Cir. 2003), the Court found that the District Court erred in
requiring an attorney who had withdrawn for non-payment
had the “expertise” and therefore should be brought back in
when no other attorney with such “expertise” could be found.
See Synergy, 350 F.3d at 684 (“Mr. Adducci’s special or specific
knowledge of Ms. Cusimano’s case, a run-of-the-mill creditor’s
lawsuit, as opposed to his particular expertise in an area of law,
is not the type of expertise for which counsel’s appointment
is appropriate, and is not justified when the court previously
permitted him to withdraw as counsel for his client’s failure to
pay fees. If we upheld the district court’s interpretation, any
attorney permitted to withdraw as retained counsel for any
reason would immediately be eligible for appointment as pro
bono counsel. Appointment under that circumstance would
override the legitimate reasons for withdrawal as retained
counsel in the first place.”)
13 LR 83.36(e)(1-2).
14 LR 83.36(f).

15 LR 83.37. Withdrawing from a court appointment once taken

16
17
18
19
20
21

requires that counsel demonstrate a hardship or the existence
of a conflict which would interfere with his or her ability to
complete the assignment. See, e.g. United States v. Hughes, 333
Fed. Appx. 124, 125 (7th Cir. 2009) (“Court-appointed counsel
has moved to withdraw because he is unable to discern any
meritorious issues for appeal.”), citing Anders v. California,
386 U.S. 738, 87 S.Ct. 1396, 18 L.Ed.2d 493 (1967) (Discussing
the circumstances and procedures attorneys should follow
in advising the court of such a conflict in position between
attorney and client).
LR 83.40.
See, e.g. Criminal Justice Act, 18 U.S.C. § 006A
LR 83.41.
LR 83.35(e).
LR 83.35(b).
LR 83.35(c)(1-2).
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erences from members as to Social Security appeals,
employment discrimination matters, civil rights actions
by persons in custody, and other civil rights actions.
The clerk will also inquire whether counsel is willing to
serve in other divisions in the Court and whether counsel is willing to serve in other districts in the Seventh
Circuit.22 Members of the trial bar whose principal
place of business
is outside the
District or who
are employed as
an attorney by a
federal or state
g ov e r n m e n t a l
agency or who
are
employed
full time by a
not-for-profit
legal aid organization, are exempt. However,
although they
will be removed from a panel if selected, they will be
returned to the pool where they may be called to a subsequent panel.23
Appointment to a case from the panels of the pro
bono program is not absolute. If there is good cause
shown, found adequate by the trial judge, the appointed
counsel may be relieved from the duty. Such good cause
must be made by application to the judge promptly
after counsel becomes aware of the grounds for relief,
or in such additional time as permitted by the judge for
good cause shown.24 The grounds for relief are set out
in the rule: conflict of interest; counsel’s belief that he is
not competent to represent the party in the particular
type of action assigned; personal incompatibility or
substantial disagreement on litigation strategy between
counsel and the party; temporary burden of other
professional commitments involved in the practice
of law which would cause a lack of time necessary to
represent the party; or that counsel believes that the
party is proceeding for the purpose of harassment or
malicious injury or that the claims are not warranted

under existing law and cannot be supported by good
faith argument for extension, modification, or reversal
of existing law.25 In the event that relief is granted, the
judge may issue an order to appoint another counsel.
A new appointment must be made in accordance
with local rules. The judge may also decline to issue
another appointment order, and instead allow the party
to prosecute or
defend pro se.26
Generally
speaking, members of the trial
bar need not
be
concerned
over being constantly selected
to pro bono panels, nor being
regularly
appointed to cases.
Procedures for
the program involve selection from a current panel. Panels are formed
annually, with one panel in each of the Eastern and
Western divisions. In addition, names are selected such
that no member of the trial bar is selected for subsequent panels until all other members are selected. Since
there are considerable numbers of trial bar members,
not even considering those exempt, serving on the panels is a matter that occurs only seldom in ten or more
years.27 Moreover, the program only applies to civil
matters, and does not include appointment under the
Criminal Justice Act of 1964, 18 U.S.C. §3006A.28
Service on the pro bono program panels is a part
of the privilege of admission to the trial bar, and is a
part of the service which an attorney performs as an
obligation to the system of justice. The representation
of those without the means to retain counsel to protect
their rights in federal court is one method of fulfilling
this obligation. □

Generally speaking, members of the
trial bar need not be concerned over
being constantly selected to pro bono
panels, nor being regularly appointed
to cases. Procedures for the program
involve selection from a current panel.

22 LR 83.35(c)(3-5).
23 LR 83.35(d).
24 LR 83.38(a).

25
26
27
28

LR 83.38(a)(1-5).
LR 83.38(b).
LR 83.36(Committee Comments).
LR 83.35(a).
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Dealing With Costs in Pro Bono
Cases in the Illinois State Courts

JUDICIAL PROFILE

By Terrence J. Benshoof

T

he prosecution or defense of a civil case will generally
involve an expenditure of costs: filing fees; service of
process; arbitration or mediation fees; court reporters, and
other expenses. Concurrent with the question of whether
a client is entitled to pro bono representation, therefore,
is the question of what sources there may be to cover any
necessary costs and expenses.
As noted in the Preamble to the Rules of Professional
Conduct, attorneys have a responsibility to provide
services in the public interest.1 Such service necessarily
entails hours of professional time without compensation.
The costs incurred during this representation are a problem
that must be dealt with by counsel in order to provide
necessary legal services.
Some pro bono clients, such as churches, schools and
other non-profit organizations, may have the resources to
cover their own costs.2 In those cases where the client is
unable to provide funds to cover legal costs, the federal pro
bono program provides that costs incurred by the attorney
may be reimbursed from the court fund.3 No such program
is available in state court cases, however, so an attorney
representing an indigent client who cannot afford the cost
of litigation in an Illinois state court should determine
what costs may be waived..4
1
2

Illinois Rules of Professional Conduct, Preamble (6A and 6B).
If the attorney pays the costs for litigation undertaken on behalf of
such an organization, so long as the organization itself is tax-exempt,
it is possible that counsel’s payment of those costs may be treated as a
donation for tax purposes.
3 Northern District of Illinois Local Rule 83.40. It should also be noted
that in discrimination cases, veterans’ filing costs may be waived,
regardless of finances, under 38 U.S.C. §4323(h)(1). See also Benshoof,
Appointments In The Federal Court Pro Bono Program, elsewhere in this
issue. There are limits to what is reimbursed in any case, so counsel
should be careful to confirm what expenses will be reimbursed in
any case. See, e.g. U.S. v. Rivera, 292 F.Supp.2d 823 (E.D.Va. 2003) (“[D]
efendants’ request for the appointment of a jury consultant at public
expense is properly denied. Indeed, a jury consultant is neither
‘necessary for adequate representation’ of the defendants, as the
CJA requires....8 U.S.C. 3006A(e)(1), nor one of the basic tools or “raw
materials integral to the building of an effective defense.”), citing Ake
v. Oklahoma, 470 U.S. 68, 76-77, 105 S.Ct. 1087 (1985).
4 If the attorney advances the costs in such cases, unless the case is
assigned by a tax-exempt organization, it is unlikely that his or her
payments for those costs can be deducted as a charitable contribution,
since deductibility is limited by the Code to governmental or other
qualified charities, and does not cover payments made for or on
behalf of individuals. IRC §§170; 501(c)(3).

Arguably, since the legal system has an expectation, if
not an outright requirement of pro bono representation,
the expenditure of funds by counsel, in the form of costs,
to fulfill that obligation could be considered as ordinary
and necessary business expense, and therefore deductible
under the Internal Revenue Code.5 However, it does not
appear that the Illinois Supreme Court contemplates
expenditures by attorneys of anything but their time in
the representation of the indigent as a concomitant of
professional responsibility.
Illinois Supreme Court Rule 298 discusses the waiver of
certain fees, including service of process, in cases of pro se
and pro bono litigation matters. Essentially, under Rule 298,
the determination as to whether a court should waive filing
fees and other costs is made on a case-by-case basis, with
the Federal Poverty Guidelines referenced as a benchmark
for the courts to use in making such determinations.6 A
person wishing to take advantage of Rule 298 must request
relief by application, supported by affidavit as to financial
means.7
The key to obtaining this relief is whether the applicant
meets the standard of available income at a level of 125%
of the poverty level8 and whether the applicant would be
eligible for legal aid.9 If, after review, the court approves
the application, costs are waived for that litigation.
There appears to be no distinction between a pro se
litigant, a legal-aid represented client, and a pro bono
litigant represented by private counsel. Thus, Rule 298
provides a vehicle for an otherwise qualified client to
have at least some of the costs of litigation waived while
represented by a pro bono counsel, without counsel being
out-of-pocket for costs. □
5 Internal Revenue Code §162
6 Ill. S.Ct.R. 298
7 Ill. S.Ct.R. 298(a)
8 Ill. S.Ct.R. 298(a)(2)
9 735 ILCS 5/5-105.5(b). Notably, under 735 ILCS 5/105.5(g), the court
may also “appoint counsel to represent an indigent person, and
that counsel shall perform his or her duties without fees, charges,
or reward.” Supreme Court Rule 299 was amended in 2006, to
the contrary, to provide that “attorneys who are appointed by the
courts of this state to represent indigent parties shall be entitled to a
reasonable fee for their services.” The rule goes on to address how the
courts should determine what compensation may be paid to courtappointed counsel, setting minimums of $75.00 an hour for time in
court and $50 an hour for time spent out of court.
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Removing the Mental Obstacles
From Pro Bono Practice
By Steven Behnken

A

ttorneys often hear about the importance of doing pro bono work and,
in these economic times, the need has only increased. Many attorneys,
however, have numerous questions or misconceptions that act as mental
obstacles and prevent them from getting involved in pro bono work. For
example, what actually constitutes pro bono work? Can an attorney be sued by
a client for whom that attorney has done work on a pro bono basis? How does
pro bono liability affect an attorney’s malpractice insurance? Can an attorney
do pro bono work without impacting his or her malpractice insurance? Can
pro bono work be done on a limited basis without escalating beyond the desired
commitment level? This article attempts to answer some of these questions in
the hope that taking the first step toward pro bono service becomes a bit easier.
What is Pro Bono? What exactly constitutes pro
bono work, anyway? As defined by the Illinois Supreme
Court Rules1 the term “pro bono legal services” is “the
delivery of legal services or the provision of training
without charge or expectation of a fee….”2 The Rules
go on to establish four classes of legal services that are
pro bono:
(a) legal services rendered to a person of
limited means;
(b) legal services to charitable, religious, civic,
community, governmental or educational
organizations in matters designed to address
the needs of persons of limited means;
(c) legal services to charitable, religious, civic,
1
2
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or community organizations in matters in
furtherance of their organizational purposes;
and
(d) training intended to benefit legal service
organizations or lawyers who provide
pro bono services.3
Just who exactly is a “person of limited means?” Rule
756 does not establish any specific income level but
states that persons whose household incomes are below
the federal poverty level and the “working poor” would
qualify.4 In making an assessment of a potential client’s
income situation, attorneys do not need to undertake
any sort of investigation but only need to make a good3
4

Ill. Sup. Ct. R. 756(f)(1)(a)-(d).
Ill. Sup. Ct. R. 756 (f)(2).

faith determination as to the client’s eligibility.5
year.13 This information is used to determine what types
Currently, Illinois has no hourly requirement that of pro bono services are being provided throughout the
attorneys provide pro bono services.6 However, the state as well as to help the pro bono community plan its
Illinois Rules of Professional Conduct state that every activities.
attorney has a responsibility to provide legal services to
Pro Bono Liability. Obviously, any legal services
7
those unable to pay. This largely incorporates Rule 6.1 provided to a pro bono client must be of the same quality
of the ABA Model Rules,8 which sets an aspirational as would be provided to a paying client.14 As such, an
goal for attorneys to perform fifty hours per year of pro attorney performing pro bono work is liable to that client
bono service.9
(although suits against pro bono attorneys are almost
As the term “pro bono legal services” is defined by completely unheard of ). Fortunately, if an attorney
Rule 756, performance of legal services at a reduced rate chooses to work with a pro bono organization, many, if
is not, strictly speaking, pro bono
not most, of these organizations
work. Similarly, work for which
carry malpractice insurance
Steve Behnken is
payment was expected but is
on behalf of their volunteer
a registered patent
uncollectible cannot be counted
attorneys. Thus, depending on
attorney and an as10
However,
as pro bono work.
the individual area of practice,
sociate at Momkus
Rule 756 states that even if an
most attorneys can volunteer
McCluskey, LLC
attorney was originally retained
their time and services without
in Lisle. Steve
on a fee basis, if a client and the
having to worry about impacting
concentrates his
attorney agree that future services
their firm’s individual malpractice
practice in draftwill be provided voluntarily,
coverage.15
ing and prosecuting patent applicaAlternatively,
should
an
future billable hours may be
tions through the United States Patent
attorney
decide
to
take
a
case
that
counted as pro bono work.11
and Trademark Office. He earned his
Thus, for legal services to qualify
was not referred by a pro bono
B.S. in Chemical Engineering from
as pro bono, it appears that an
organization, he or she should
Purdue University and his J.D. from
attorney must go into it with the
review his or her firm’s particular
DePaul University College of Law.
understanding that he or she will
malpractice insurance policy
not be compensated.
because an existing policy may
In addition to the delivery of legal services, attorneys explicitly cover pro bono activities.
are encouraged to provide monetary support to the
Restrictions on Pro Bono Work. As a preliminary
agencies that do pro bono work. Rule 756 defines the matter, an attorney may not take pro bono work if it
term “qualified monetary contribution” as “a financial causes a conflict of interest with an existing client16 so
contribution to an organization as enumerated in it is imperative to run the usual conflict checks before
subparagraph (1)(b) which provides legal services taking on any particular case. Additionally, taking a case
to persons of limited means or which contributes in an area of law in which an attorney already practices
financial support to such an organization.”12 Financial is a relatively simple prospect but, if an attorney wishes
contributions help bridge the gap in these organizations’ to volunteer in an area of law in which he or she does
budgets as public funding diminishes and, since many of not regularly practice, there are some concerns.
the organizations qualify as 501(c)(3) charity, donations
The Illinois Rules of Professional Conduct state
are often deductible.
that an attorney need not have special training or
As part of the registration process, Rule 756 requires prior experience in order to handle a matter as long
attorneys to report both pro bono legal services and any as the attorney has made reasonable preparations.17
qualified monetary contributions rendered in the last Attorneys who choose to work with established pro bono
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12

Id.
Illinois Rules of Prof’l Conduct Preamble, cmt. 6B (2010).
Illinois Rules of Prof’l Conduct Preamble, cmt. 6A (2010).
Model Rules of Prof’l Conduct R. 6.1 cmt. 1 (1983).
Model Rules of Prof’l Conduct R. 6.1 (1983).
Ill. Sup. Ct. R. 756 (f)(1)(d).
Id.
Ill. Sup. Ct. R. 756 (f)(3).

13 Ill. Sup. Ct. R. 756 (f)(4).
14 Illinois Rules of Prof’l Conduct R. 6.2, cmt. 3 (2010).
15 Attorneys should still be careful to provide notice to their

insurers if the policy requires notice of any potential claim as
any liability for professional negligence would likely rest with
the attorney rather than the pro bono organization.
16 Illinois Rules of Prof’l Conduct R. 1.7 (2010).
17 Illinois Rules of Prof’l Conduct R. 1.1 cmt. 2, 4 (2010).
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organizations may also receive training in that particular
area of law and receive support from the organization’s
staff in the form of mentoring. Further, if the volunteer
attorney lacks the requisite skills to properly handle the
case, they may act as co-counsel with a staff attorney.
Thus, pro bono work can be a good way for an attorney
to get experience in a new practice area.
Some
pro
bono organizations prefer to
work with attorneys who practice in the field
that the particular organization
specializes in, so
it is important
to check with
any organization
that you are considering to determine whether and how they can utilize your particular
skills.
The Time Commitment. Obviously, time constraints
are among the most significant obstacles that any attorney
has to deal with. When faced with a loaded docket and
billable hour targets, it can be easy to say there just isn’t
enough time. Not all pro bono work, however, necessarily
involves a lengthy time commitment or a long, drawn-out
trial.18 To the contrary, a large amount of pro bono work
involves shorter “projects” that involve five to ten hours
of attorney time.19 These opportunities can be as simple
as reviewing a lease or purchase contract, drafting a power
of attorney or living will for an elderly client, or helping
clients with uncontested or default divorces.20 Further,

in the event that an attorney does a large amount of pro
bono work on a particular case, most organizations are
careful not to give that same attorney a lengthy case in
the following year.
Making the Decision. When deciding whether to
take a pro bono case or to work with a particular pro
bono organization, it is important to get a firm grasp
of the commitments and expectations. As
a result, getting
answers to a
few key questions can greatly
reduce the uncertainty associated with doing
pro bono work
and promote an
informed decision. Attorneys
should ask some of the following questions:21
(1) Does the program screen potential clients
for need and the cases for merit?
(2) Does the program match the attorney’s
expertise with the client’s situation?
(3) Does the program offer training or support to its attorneys?
(4) Is the case covered by the program’s malpractice insurance or would it fall under the
attorney’s own policy?
(5) What is the time commitment involved
with the particular case being considered?
(6) Will the attorney be responsible for any
expenses, such as court costs?
Specifically with regard to this last question, it is
important to note that, unless an attorney is appointed
by the court, a pro bono attorney may not be entitled
to reimbursement of court costs under the “reasonable
fee” provision of 725 ILCS 5/113-3(c).22 As a result,
an attorney should determine what costs are associated
with accepting a particular case. If an attorney does
not seek the assistance of a pro bono organization, some
of these issues should be addressed in an engagement
letter. With some of these answers in hand, attorneys
can select the pro bono organization or client that is the
right fit for them. □

When deciding whether to take a pro
bono case or to work with a particular
pro bono organization, it is important
to get a firm grasp of the commitments
and expectations.

18 But see also Mark Curriden, A Life in the Balance: One Lawyer’s

Attempt to Keep His Head Above Water Landed a Client on Death
Row, ABA Journal (March 2011), 47, 51 (“What I really should have
done, [attorney Lionel Barrett said], “is not take the case.”).
19 Dispelling the “Myths” of Pro Bono, Public Interest Law Initiative,
http://www.pili-law.org/documents/DispellingtheMythsofPro
Bonov.c_000.pdf (last visited 3/1/2011).
20 Pro Bono: Volunteer Opportunities for Attorneys in the Chicago
Area, Chicago Bar Foundation, www.pili-law.org/documents/
2007ProBonoOpportunitiesBooklet.pdf (last visited 3/1/2011)
(“As the comments to Rule 756(f) underscore, the Supreme
Court’s new pro bono reporting requirement is ‘intended
to serve as an annual reminder to the lawyers of Illinois
that pro bono legal service is an integral part of a lawyer’s
professionalism.’”). See also James Podgers, Public Hearing on
Judiciary Funding Draws Tales of Courts Begging for Pens, Jury
Trials Halted, ABA Journal Law News Now, Feb 9, 2011 (“The
plight of the courts and the parties who rely on them is likely
to get worse before it gets better.”).
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21 Id.
22 People v. Smith, 402 Ill. App. 3d 166, 937 N.E.2d 210 (2nd Dist.

2010).
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DCBA Legal Aid Supports
Growing Number of Clients
With Fewer Resources
BY JOHN J. PCOLINSKI, JR. AND TED A. DONNER

L

egal Aid’s Director and Managing
Attorney is Brenda Carroll, who
readers of this magazine will
recognize as the author of our monthly
Legal Aid Update, joined the DuPage
Bar Legal Aid Service in 1988 because, as
she explained, “I have always been drawn
to legal services. It seems to be the most
direct avenue to helping others through
the law.”
The DuPage Bar Legal Aid Service
took calls from 1,841individuals in 2010.
The attorneys to whom those qualified
were referred provided 6,138.5 hours
of legal representation in 545 cases. In
addition, Legal Aid continued to provide
special assistance to the DuPage County
Multidisciplinary Team (which deals
with elder abuse), domestic violence
advocacy to clients with Family Shelter
Service and Hamdard Center, and to
give talks to local entities about various
legal issues of concern to their clients.
Legal Aid’s sponsoring organization is
the DuPage County Bar Association
whose members accept pro bono cases
and otherwise support the organization’s
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Left: Brenda Carroll; Top: Last year’s Cougar’s Game Fundraiser; Bottom: Judge Neal Cerne and Brenda Carroll.

provision of legal services to the indigent.
Carroll explained that the primary
sources of finding for the DuPage Bar
Legal Aid program include “the Lawyers
Trust Fund, civil filing fees, donations,
township grants from Naperville
and Wayne Townships, the DuPage
Community Foundation, the DCBA,
its members through its dues check off,
and donations from various fundraisers
such as Judges’ Nite, the Cougar’s Game,
and the annual golf outings.” Despite
the recent funding crisis in legal aid,
Carroll and the group’s supporters have
kept the program on pace these last few
years, handling more work in 2010 than
in prior years with a total staff of just
seven people. “We keep hearing about
these huge legal services with lots of staff
and many offices and they seem to think
that Armageddon is coming,” Carroll
said. “It’s true that, if things keep going
as they have been, DuPage Legal Aid
will have to cut back. But not-for-profits
are like that anyway. There have been so
many years we’ve just skidded into home
plate. If we can’t make it, we’ll have to

reorganize. That’s how people have to do
business. You tighten the belt when you
need to.”
In addition to Carroll, Cecilia Najera
and Melanie MacBride work as staff
attorneys with Legal Aid. The group’s
support staff includes Robin Roe, Renee
St. Laurent, Lucy Cortez and Maribel
Rodriguez. It is overseen by the DuPage
Legal Assistance Foundation, a 501(c)(3)
organization. The LAF Board consists of
“five members of the community and
six lawyers from the DCBA,” Carroll
explained. “They’re elected every year.
They have a tie to the Bar Association in
that the President of the Foundation is
the Chair of the Legal Aid Committee.
Now, this year, Jim Reichardt is the
Legal Aid Committee Chair but he
took a position with the Lawyers Trust
Fund Board. We get money from the
Trust Fund so Jim didn’t feel it would
be appropriate to also serve as President
of the Foundation, so the President this
year is Connie Gessner.”
CONTINUED ON PG. 47

Pro Se Night Court and Help Desk:
Helping Manage Pro Se Domestic Relations Cases
BY RALEIGH KALBFLEISCH

T

here are two programs in place
at the courthouse right now
that are designed specifically
to alleviate some of the problems that
pro se litigants run into in domestic
relations matters at the courthouse,
the pro se night court and the help
desk. Pro se night court is just that, an
avenue where both parties represent
themselves and attempt to resolve
their issues, after work hours, without
‘clogging up’ the daily court call. Night
court operates every Thursday evening
from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. One night
each month is devoted solely to cases
where Healthcare and Family Services
or the State is involved. Night court
offers an opportunity to minimize the
amount of time attorneys spend in the
courtroom waiting for pro se litigants
to get their issues resolved and allows
individuals to go to court without
taking an entire day off from work.
Night Court came to be roughly
three years ago because, as Judge
Rodney Equi said, “the biggest
challenge to domestic relations
attorneys and judges is pro se litigants.”
An average of 80% of family law cases
have one pro se individual and 60%
have two that are appearing pro se.
The legal system is designed to operate
with two well-trained attorneys, Judge
Equi pointed out, but the pressure to
recognize pro se litigants is enormous
and increasing.
Out of concern with this growing
problem, Judge Equi met with
Judge Thomas Else (who was then
a practicing attorney and president
of the DCBA) and Justice Ann
Jorgensen (then Chief Judge of

the Courthouse) to discuss how to
implement such a program. Judge
Else is quick to emphasize that Judge
Equi was the driving force behind the
idea and Justice Jorgensen was very
enthusiastic. They trekked out to Kane
County to look at that night court
program, saw how it was working and
started work on a similar program for
the DuPage County Judicial Center.
Night court now removes about 80
cases a month from the third floor
calendar. These are cases that would
otherwise clog the system, causing
attorneys to wait and wait for pro se
litigants to put on their case, resulting
in additional costs to other litigants.
Volunteering for night court is easy
and you do not have to be a family
law attorney to do it. The process is
simple: the judge makes a ruling and
the attorney writes down what the
judge says,- not the litigants. This
allows for a correct recitation of the
ruling and removes any opportunity
for either of the litigants to be creative
in interpretation. If the parties come
in with an Agreed Order, the attorney
memorializes the agreement in a way
that is both comprehensible and
enforceable.
Judge Robert Anderson, who
currently presides over the Domestic
Relations Division, said that the
success of night court is “totally
attributable to the lawyers because
the judges couldn’t do it without
attorneys. Night court would be
intolerable without the help of the
volunteer lawyers who have been
extraordinarily generous with their
time.”

Roughly eighteen months after
night court started, the pro se help
desk was born. The help desk was
started because of recognition that
pro se litigants are going to be in the
system and need help and direction
with what they need to do. While
the original focus of the help desk was
on petitioners, both petitioners and
respondents now receive assistance
from the volunteers. The help desk is
open every Monday and Wednesday
morning from 9:30 a.m. until 12:00
p.m. and serves an average of ten
people each day.
The help desk is a place where pro
se litigants can go to understand the
burdens of proof or how to offer the
proper proof in their case. Orders
can be explained and litigants can
get assistance filling out forms or
navigating the family law court
system. People walk in and the judges
send people there for help. The one
thing that the litigants cannot get is
legal advice. When the program was
instituted, the judges recognized
that creating an attorney-client
relationship would be a deterrent to
volunteers so a very specific disclaimer
was fashioned for the litigant’s
signature. It states clearly that no legal
advice will be provided and sets forth
what the limitations of the help desk
are.
If you are interested in volunteering,
you can sign up for both night
court and the pro se help desk in the
domestic relations scheduler’s office
at the courthouse. The judges and
litigants will be grateful and it truly
only takes a little bit of your time. □
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Lawyers Lending a Hand: A Way to Volunteer And
Escape the Drudgery of Legal Work
BY MELISSA PIWOWAR

I

f you are looking for a way to give back
to your community but don’t know
where to start, Lawyer’s Lending a Hand
is a “commit as much time as you want as
often as you want” kind of opportunity.
For those looking for a few
hours of escaping the stress
of legal work entirely, bring
your family and friends
to the next LLH event.
Volunteer opportunities are
available once every month.
Former DCBA executive
director Eddie Wollenberg
coordinates all the logistics
with various agencies and
services around DuPage
County. All you have to do
is show up.
Lawyers Lending a hand
was founded by Wollenberg
and Judge Paul Marchese
(then with the State’s Attorney’s Office)
over ten years ago. Originally set up as a
DCBA Committee, the group now falls
under the auspices of the DuPage County
Bar Foundation which is the charitable
501(c)3 arm of the DCBA. The DCBF,
governed by its own Board of Directors1
with Kent A. Gaertner serving as this
year’s President, was established in 1997
to: (1) foster and maintain the honor
and integrity of the profession of law; (2)
improve and facilitate the administration
of justice; (3) promote the study of the
law; (4) acquire, preserve and exhibit
rare books and documents, subjects of
art and items of historical interest having
legal significance; and (5) assist deserving
members of the DuPage County Bar and
1 Kent A. Gaertner, President, Steven M.
Ruffalo, President Pro Temporem, Chantelle
Porter, Secretary, Angela M. Aliota, Treasurer,
Walter R. Jackowiec, III, Colleen McLaughlin,
Elizabeth A. Pope, Keith E. “Chuck” Roberts, Jr.
and Michael J. Scalzo, Directors.

their dependents who are ill, incapacitated
or superannuated. In furtherance of these
goals, the DCBF provides grants to local
non-profit organizations, law school
scholarships to DuPage residents, financial

assistance to DCBA members in need and,
of course, volunteers monthly through
Lawyers Lending a Hand to various
organizations.2
“[LLH] started with a vague idea I took
to Eddie ten years ago. She picked up the
ball and ran with it - and she’s been the
glue holding it all together ever since,”
Judge Marchese said. “We wanted to focus
on volunteer activities that didn’t involve
lawyering or fund-raising, just a warm
body. I don’t know anyone who doesn’t
like actually volunteering. The problem
is, we are so busy, it is hard to actually do
it. The thought was if we create volunteer
opportunities people didn’t have to set up,
and there would be a group of people there,
they would be more likely to participate.”
Each month the activities change.
Volunteers may be needed to paint, wrap
gifts, clean cages at an animal shelter, visit
2 For more information go to http://www.
dcba.org/foundation.

with residents at a convalescent home or
just stuff envelopes. Interested folks get
an email with the who, what, when, why
and how each month. “It’s designed to let
people show up when they can, there’s no
requirement that you attend
every one,” Marchese adds.
Since LLH’s first year,
one of the scheduled events
has been an annual visit to
the DuPage Convalescent
Center. “It’s probably the
hardest one we do, but by
far my favorite,” said Judge
Marchese. “We sometimes
walk
away
absolutely
exhausted, but it is so
appreciated by the residents,
some of whom see very few
visitors. All that is required
is the ability to make some
small talk and just listen.”
The single largest program LLH puts
together each year is the annual coat drive.
“As a prosecutor it was my job to cajole
and corral donations,” Judge Marchese
said. “There developed a heathy amount of
rivalry between the State’s Attorney’s Office
and the Public Defender’s office over who
could collect the most coats each year. I’ve
passed that job on now, but it’s great to
see the piles of coats it still generates each
year.”
“The fun part is there are very few
restrictions regarding age,” he concluded.
“Some activities are restricted toward
those 18 and above such as one we did at
a DuPage animal shelter. But generally you
may bring kids, coworkers and friends.
It’s truly a great way to spend family
time and show kids the importance of
volunteering.”□
Pictuted: Eddie Wollenberg and Judge
Paul Marchese (center) with a volunteer
and client at a recent LLH event.
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CASA of DuPage: Giving
Kids the Help They Need

ccording to CASA of DuPage’s
website, “CASA is an acronym
for Court Appointed Special
Advocates. Court Appointed Special
Advocates are volunteers that are
trained and supported
by paid CASA staff to
monitor the court cases
of children from birth to
eighteen years of age, who
have been adjudicated as
abused, neglected and/or
dependent. Once trained,
volunteer advocates are
assigned to observe a child’s
case through its duration
resulting from a formal
court order (normally
18 months to 3 years).”
Second District Appellate Court Justice
Anne Jorgensen is one particularly strong
advocate for CASA. In fact, as this issue
was going to press, she was preparing to
appear at a fundraiser for CASA at the
DuPage County Judicial Center, where
she is joining with other supporters,
on April 19, 2011, for an event called
“Hands Around the Courthouse.”

“When I first came in as Chief Judge,”
Justice Jorgensen told us, “I wanted to
learn about CASA. I knew they were
in the courtrooms, but I didn’t know
that much about them. What I learned
is that the part they
play is invaluable. They
take the time to really
get to know the kids.
They spend time with
the kids. They get to
know them and see how
they interact with their
families. They’re the
eyes and the ears of the
court in some cases.”
“The people that
volunteer their time
for CASA put in a
lot of time and energy into this, really
making a difference for these kids” she
continued. “I can’t say enough about the
work they do. When my mom passed
away, the donations people made were to
CASA. I feel very strongly about what
they do.” For more information, to make
a donation or to volunteer, visit www.
dupagecasa.org. □

DCBA Diversion Program Helps Reduce Recidivism

T

he DuPage County Juvenile
Diversion Program provides a
positive alternative to formal court
processing for first-time misdemeanor
juvenile offenders. Through structured
activities and community service, these
programs communicate that choices do
have consequences. The program’s aim
is to maintain a 75-85% success rate in
reducing recidivism among these young
adults.
The Juvenile Diversion Program is
a cooperative effort of the Three Fires
Council of the Boy Scouts of America,
DuPage County Probation Department
and the DuPage County Bar Association.
The DCBA provides the adult leaders
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that have been essential to the successful
operation of this program. It requires a
commitment of 10 evenings over a fivemonth period, working with two other
adults to guide 15-20 juveniles in a very
structured program. The meetings consist
of two tours (jail and coroner’s office), a
victim impact panel, and several sessions
designed to create personal growth within
participants. The program also requires
40 hours of community service.
DCBA Editorial Board member Dan
Walker Jr. has been an active supporter
of the Juvenile Diversion Program. For
many years, he’s spear-headed an annual
fund raiser for the program, a Murder
Mystery dinner-theater at which funds

are raised for the program. “It really is a
solid program,” Walker said. “It provides
22 weeks of life/skill training to these
kids. They work together. They meet and
exchange ideas with other kids, including
kids with varying degrees of problems.
One of the great things is that, in these
groups, there’s always a handful in these
groups who serve as peer role models.
All the volunteers are really committed
to it. They show up in time, they give of
themselves, they connect with the kids. It’s
a great program.” For more information,
please contact the Diversion Executives
at 630-584-9250 or Leslie Monahan at
630-653-7779. □

Lawyers’ Assistance Program:
When Lawyers Need Help
BY MELISSA PIWOWAR

F

or over 30 years, the Lawyers’
Assistance Program (LAP) has
been helping lawyers, judges,
law students, and their families with
alcohol, drug abuse, drug dependence,
and mental health problems. Founded
in 1980 by a group of lawyers from
the Chicago Bar Association and the
Illinois Bar Association, the program
relied primarily on private funding
from bar associations, firms and
individuals. However, in 2002, the
Illinois Supreme Court stepped in
with some much needed support and
adopted LAP. For lawyers subject to
professional discipline, treatment
conducted by the program is often
made a condition of reinstatement
by the Illinois Supreme Court.
The Lawyers’ Assistance Program
Act provided that the Illinois
Registration
and
Disciplinary
commission would collect $7 from
each attorney registration on behalf
of LAP providing a regular source of
funds to stabilize the program.1
Broader
Services.
Initially
founded to aid those struggling with
substance and alcohol abuse, in recent
years LAP has broadened its services to
include mental health and compulsive
disorders such as problem gambling.
“Perhaps the greatest challenge of
this past year has been the increase in
cases of severe depression which for
some lawyers has brought on suicide
ideation, suicide attempts, and in
some cases loss of life due to suicide.
More generally, the individuals who
come to LAP for assistance have
more complex issues than ever before
and many experience the coexisting
1 705 ILCS 235.

problems of both addiction and
mental health issues.” said Executive
Director Janet Piper Voss.2 In
2010 the number of cases involving
psychological problems exceeded the
number of substance abuse problems
for the second year in a row.
Confidentiality. Essential to
the services LAP provides is strict

confidentiality.
Communications
between individuals, whether calling
on behalf of themselves or others,
are always kept in the strictest
confidence. In order to encourage
those who might otherwise hesitate
to seek help, Illinois Supreme Court
Rule 1.6 was amended to provide
that: “[i]nformation received by a
lawyer participating in a meeting or
proceeding with a trained intervener
or panel of trained interveners of an
approved lawyers’ assistance program,
or in an intermediary program
approved by a circuit court in which
non-disciplinary complaints against
judges or lawyers can be referred, shall
2 2009-2010 Lawyers’ Assistance Program
Annual Report.

be considered information relating
to the representation of a client for
purposes of these Rules.”3 More
information regarding confidentiality
and record keeping policies can
be found at www.illinoislap.org/
confidentiality.
Volunteer
Opportunities.
The
services
LAP
provides
include
assessment,
referral,
case management, peer support,
intervention, twelve-step support
groups and MCLE education.
Trained volunteers are a vital part
of the success of the program.
Volunteers provide peer support,
serve on intervention teams and
serve as speakers who help educate
the legal profession about addiction
and mental health problems.
LAP provides some volunteer
opportunities for those who are in
recovery from chemical dependency
or other mental health problems as
well as for those who are not in recovery.
In order to qualify, LAP volunteers
must participate in a six-hour training
session which also happens to qualify
for MCLE professionalism and ethics
credits. Courses may be helpful to
those just looking to acquire a better
understanding of addiction and mental
health issues as they often present
themselves in one form or another
in the legal profession. Participation
in any LAP training program does
not obligate anyone to volunteer. For
more information about upcoming
training events and the LAP program,
go to www.illinoislap.org. □

3 Illinois Supreme Court Rule 1.6(d)
effective January 1, 2010.
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DuPage Homeownership Center Supports
Families Working Through Foreclosure

udge Robert G. Gibson wrote a
story for our February edition this
year in which he addressed the
important topic of Advising Distressed
Homeowners.1 In that story, he
pointed out that, “[h]ousing experts
estimate that 45% of all
residential sales in 2011 will
be distress sales, with lenders
either directly involved, or
with homeowners shortselling their homes in order to
satisfy the lender.”2 Gibson is
a particularly strong advocate
for families facing foreclosure.
When he was first appointed to
the bench last year, he quickly
asked that he be assigned to
that most difficult of duties,
handling the foreclosure
call. The success he has had
in that position is partially
attributable to the DuPage
Homeownership
Center,
which now maintains regular
hours in his courtroom. “[W]
e’ve got this representative in
the courtroom,” Judge Gibson
told us in a recent interview for
this magazine, “so that, when
someone is [there], they can
speak with someone from the DuPage
Homeownership Center who can help
them with a loan modification.
“Even though you’d think people
should be able to deal directly with
their lenders,” Judge Gibson continued,
“in practice that hasn’t worked. So
I’m glad to have this program up and
running. So far, the preliminary signs
are good. It’s exciting. Among other
things, it gives the homeowners some
hope. Some of these people have tried
for a year or more without success to
1 Judge Robert G. Gibson, Advising
Distressed Homeowners, 23 DCBA Brief 5,
24 (February 2011).
2 Id.

46

Dc b a Br i e f

get someone to work with.... [H]aving
someone there to advocate for them,
right in the courtroom, is great.”
Lynette Briggs, Acting Executive
Director of DuPage Homeownership
Center, shares Judge Gibson’s

enthusiasm for the program but is
also worried about its future. “There
were some 6600 foreclosures filed in
2010,” she told us. “Only 18% showed
up in court. 18% of the people were
foreclosed, that’s it. People need to
know that it’s important to be there.
The only way a judge can help is if you
show up. Otherwise, the only person
he hears is the plaintiff’s attorney.”
Briggs recalls the program’s genesis
as involving the DuPage County Board
and a careful look at what other counties
are doing. “We started this with
Judge Gibson,” she said. “We started
bringing the stakeholders together, the
judges, the attorneys, organizations
like Prairie State and we talked about

whether maybe we needed a mediation
program in DuPage County. There
was a lot of resistance to that approach
because of what we’ve been seeing in
Chicago. It hasn’t worked as well as
people had hoped so we all agreed that
maybe it made sense to take
a different approach. Then,
as we had these meetings,
one of the biggest problems
we found kept coming up
was that families coming into
court just don’t understand
the process. So we started
seeing agreement on the
idea that maybe what people
need, instead of mediation,
is someone to just help them
get direction.”
“We’re not lawyers,” Briggs
continued. “We don’t give
legal advice, we’re counselors.
We help people through the
process, generally starting
with a workshop and then
one-on-one counseling. We
look at each specific situation
and insist that people create
a budget and look at their
financial situation. What’s
realistic? Why did they get
behind to start with? Is the situation
that caused them to get behind over,
or is it realistic to seek some way to
cure the default? A forbearance plan?
A modification? If it’s an FHA loan
can we get a partial claim? Sometimes
the problem isn’t curable and, when
that’s true, it’s part of our job to help
people recognize that so they can focus
on the most practical steps. Can we
sell the property? If we’re underwater
can we do a short sale? Will the lender
do a deed in lieu? Is there anything
that’s not just sitting back and waiting
for the sheriff to take you out of your
house? It’s grief that homeowners go
through so we actually do a lot of grief
counseling, dealing with anger and

resistance and ways to finally come
to terms and recognize that now’s the
time to go forward with the next stage
in our lives.”
The “Counselor in the Court
Program” has been funded by DuPage
County and was extended for four
months after its initial run, but it is
not yet clear whether the program will
be continuing much longer. “We’re
not sure we can continue it,” Briggs
said. “It’s only been extended to May
31. We have people there, including
a bi-lingual assistant. So to be able
to keep the program going, we need
funding. With the cuts we’re seeing
in federal dollars, which affect our
counseling, it’s getting difficult. We
are concentrating 70% of our time
on foreclosure prevention but we’re
not getting anywhere near 70% of our
funding to do that.”
The National Foreclosure Mitigation
Counseling Program (NFMC) started
in 2008, Briggs explained, and DHOC
gets funding from IDA which in turn
gets part of its funding from NFMC.
“With Congress cutting HUD,” Briggs
said, “we anticipate some cuts. What we
get from there in funding now usually
covers work with 100-150 clients a
year, but we have some 400 new clients
every year. The budgets anticipate
we’ll get done with each file in a few
months, but if you are at all familiar
with the workings of the banks, you
know that we don’t get finished with
these cases in a few months.”
In addition to funding support,
DHOC needs volunteers, not just in
foreclosures but also for help in its prepurchase education seminars. “On the
positive side of things,” Briggs said, “we
work with homeowners before they
purchase a home. We do pre-purchase
education. We do an eight hour class
and a half hour of that is devoted to
what’s involved in working with an
attorney. We need volunteers for that
to answer people’s questions. We do at
least 20 of these a year, four in Spanish,
and could use the help.” For more
information, visit www.dhoc.org. □

DCBA Legal Aid
CONTINUED FROM PG. 40
The members of the LAF Board
include Gessner, Bernard Kleina,
William Knee, Sean McCumber,
Dorothy Mintz, Kenneth Schroeder,
Michael J. Scalzo, Thomas Slymon,
Daniel Smyth, Bobbi Walsh and Jeff
York. “A lot of them have been very active
for a long time,” Carroll said. “Bernie
Kleina, for example, has been with the
organization since before I got here.”
Like most of the attorneys handling
cases for Legal Aid, Carroll recalls matters
she’s handled that have been given her
good memories. Lozada v. Rivera1 is
one such case. “My client was disabled
and had been ordered to pay child
support out of her federal Supplemental
Security Income, which is a welfare based
entitlement. There were no precedents
at that time in Illinois but the appellate
court agreed with me that trial courts
cannot order a party to pay child support
out of the SSI allowance.”
Legal Aid maintains a relationship
with Prairie State Legal Services2 which
handles cases Legal Aid can’t (and vice
versa). “We don’t serve the same clients,”
1Dept. of Public Aid Ex. Rel Felicita Lozada v.
Rivera, 324 Ill.App.3d 476, 755 N.E.2d 458
(2001).
2 http://www.pslegal.org/locationsDetail.
asp?locID=19.

Carroll explained. “Prairie State does
public benefit work, for example, which
we don’t handle. They represent people
with Social Security problems, Section 8
housing issues, or problems with public
aid, health care family services, that kind
of thing. The landlord-tenant courtroom
is manned by a Prairie State attorney. We
refer to them and they do the same with
us. They also have Title III funding so
they can work with seniors regardless of
whether they are under the poverty line.”
If a DCBA attorney meets a client who
they want to help on a pro bono basis, they
can refer that client to Legal Aid to confirm
they are qualified. Carroll also emphasized
that attorneys handling pro bono cases for
Legal Aid can get help if they need it from
the organization, including case-specific
assistance or referral to another attorney
if necessary. “Every once in a while an
attorney will call and say this is getting
into an area I don’t practice in or I feel
uncomfortable,” Carroll said, “and we just
take back the file.The program doesn’t
work if we have attorneys that aren’t glad
they are part of the program. We also
don’t want unhappy clients.”
In the end, though, the attorneys
working with Legal Aid are glad they did
it, Carroll said, including her. “Every so
often,” she concluded, “someone comes
up to me and thanks us for what we at
legal aid did to help them and what a
difference it made to their lives that we
were there.” For more information, call
(630) 653-6212. □
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Candidates Announced
For DCBA Board, Third Vice President
LYNN C. CAVALLO

Candidate for Third Vice-President
Assistant States Attorney. Former Private Practitioner concentrating in Real Estate,
Estate Planning and Probate. Graduate Loyola University School of Law; Director,
DCBA; Former Director, ISBA Foundation; Fellow Illinois Bar Foundation; ISBA Real
Estate Section Council 2006-2007 and 1998-1999; Delegate, ISBA General Assembly
1997-1999; Past President DuPage Association Women Lawyers; Past President DuPage
Chapter Justinian Society of Lawyers; Past Chair Justinian Cancer Ball, 1997; DCBA
Judiciary Committee 2007-2009, 2001-2002; Chair DCBA Real Estate Committee
2006-2007, 1998-1999, 1997-1998; Chair DCBA Law Practice Management
Committee 1994-1995; Annual Co-Chair CFCF “Zoo Ball”; Recipient, DAWL Special
Service Award.

DION U. DAVI

Candidate for Third Vice-President
Associate with Mirabella, Kincaid, Frederick, & Mirabella, LLC., previously a DuPage
County prosecutor in the Child Support Enforcement Unit and solo practitioner. B.A.
- DePaul University. J.D. - John Marshall Law School. Member DuPage County Bar
Association - Board of Director 2007 to present, Past Chair - Family Law, New and
Young Lawyers, and Government Lawyers Committees. Member Illinois State Bar
Association - Board of Governor 2007 to 2010, Assembly Member 2004 to present,
current Family Law Council Member, and former YLD Council Member. Currently
President DuPage County Justinian Society and four years prior as an officer.

TERRENCE BENSHOOF

Candidate for Board Member
Sustaining member and sponsor of the Holiday Breakfast, instrumental in reviving the
Tax Law Committee, which he chaired or vice-chaired for five years. Currently serves on
the Planning Committee and Editorial Board of the Brief, cast member of Judges’ Nite,
frequent contributor to the Brief, and was an Articles Editor for the December issue. He
has been a speaker at Mega Meetings, Seminars and various committee meetings, and
is a regular supporter of Association events. Terry is a member of the Justinian Society,
has extensive experience as an officer, counsel and board member of several national and
international not-for-profit organizations.

NEIL T. GOLTERMANN

Candidate for Board Member
Practices with Momkus McCluskey, LLC and concentrates his practice in estate
planning and probate litigation. Neil holds a B.A. degree from DePauw in 1977 and
a law degree from DePaul in 1980. Neil is the chair of the DCBA Estate Planning &
Probate Committee. He is a member of the ISBA, ABA and National Academy of Elder
Law Attorneys. He writes the monthly legal updates for the DuPage County Estate
Planning Council. He serves on the board of directors of the Suburban Chicago Planned
Giving Council and was the co-chair of the DuPage Community Foundation’s Next
Generation Initiative.
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The deadline for nominating petitions closed just as this issue was going to press. Two candidates are running for the position of
Third Vice President. Ten candidates are running for three positions on the DCBA Board of Directors. These are the photographs
and biographies the candidates submitted with their nominating positions. It’s time to cast your vote!

HENRY D. KASS

Candidate for Board Member
Former Assistant State’s Attorney, currently practicing Criminal and Family law at
Mirabella, Kincaid, Frederick & Mirabella. Henry teaches Family law as an adjunct
teacher at the College of DuPage, attended University of the Basque Country in Spain,
obtained his BA in Language and Linguistics from the University of Iowa, 1997,
received JD from University of Iowa in 2000, licensed to practice in Iowa and Illinois.
A member of the Iowa State Bar Association, serves as an Assembly Member to the
ISBA, and is actively involved in the DuPage County Bar Association, served as Chair
to the Child Advocacy Committee.

MICHELLE L. MOORE

Candidate for Board Member
Former Assistant State’s Attorney, Michelle established solo practice in 2001,
concentrating in criminal and civil defense, civil and criminal appeals, active in DCBA,
serving as chairman of Young Lawyers and Criminal Law Committees. As vice-chair
of Young Lawyers, Michelle instituted Young Lawyers Happy Hours, which remain an
on-going, well-attended “bar” event; an active member and past president of D.A.W.L,
DuPage County Criminal Defense Lawyers Association; Inns of Court and Justinians.
If elected, she hopes to continue fostering the spirit of collegiality and courtesy among
other members of the bar, bringing diverse personal and practice perspectives together
for betterment of DCBA

CLARISSA MYERS

Candidate for Board Member
DuPage County Assistant Public Defender. She holds a Bachelor’s Degree with Highest
Honors from the University of Florida. She has interned with the Cook County State’s
Attorney, the City of Chicago, and the United State’s Air Force. She graduated from
DePaul College of Law in 2006. She worked for the (Hon.) Richard Russo, followed by
filling in at Fortunato, Knobbe, Davenport & Arnold. She has been the Chair of Law
Day and Vice-Chair of Entertainment. She co-founded the Lawyer Outreach Program,
and she is a DCBA Brief author. She also enjoys sky-diving, motorcycle riding, and
scuba-diving.

J. MATTHEW PFEIFFER

Candidate for Baord Member
Fuchs & Roselli, Ltd., Wheaton. Education: Purdue University, West Lafayette, IN;
B.S., 1997; Northern Illinois University College of Law; J.D., 2000. Admitted Nov.
2000. Practice: commercial litigation, business organization, mechanics liens, real
estate litigation, & civil appeals. DCBA involvement: Chair, Business Law Cmte.
(2010-present); Chair, Professional Responsibility Cmte. (2009-2010); Chair, Law
Practice Mgmt. Cmte. (2008-2009); Member, Planning Cmte. (2009-present);
recipient of DCBA Board of Directors Award (2009). Sustaining Member (2007-pres.);
General Member (2000-07); frequent speaker for DCBA CLE programs. President,
NIU College of Law Alumni Council (2010-2012).

M AY 2 0 11

49

DCBA CANDIDATES FOR OFFICE CONTINUED
The ballots are out and must be received back by the DCBA by May 2, 2011 at 5:00pm. Results will then be announced by May 9, 2011.
The Third Vice President is elected for a five year term, moving from Third to Second to First Vice President prior to serving as President
of the Bar Association in his or her fourth year and as Past President and President of the DCBF the following year. Board members are
elected to three year terms.

ELIZABETH A. POPE

Candidate for Board Member
Practices family law & real estate in DuPage County, solo practice in Elmhurst;
previous Associate, Caluwaert & Panegasser; J.D. Thomas M. Cooley Law School,
(1999); admitted in Illinois & Northern District; U.S. Supreme Court; served DCBA
as Associate General Counsel; received DCBA Board of Directors Award; DCBA Pro
Bono Service Award. twice Law Day Chair; former Chair of Professional Responsibility;
New Lawyers. served on DCBA Planning and Judiciary Committees; former DCBF
Secretary; currently DCBF Director; Academy of Bar Leaders Fellow; member of DCBA
Committee on Professionalism; published articles for DuPage Brief; Member of DAWL,
ISBA, Justinians (Cancer Ball Committee).

ARTHUR RUMMLER

Candidate for Board Member
My goal is to build on the traditions and successes of the association while focusing
on the future. DCBA can and should be a vital source for members to keep abreast
of changes in technology, the economy and practice of law and help personally and
professionally. I have real world business management experience and almost 20 years
of legal experience. I take pride in my roles in the DCBA, serving as committee chair,
member of the Brief Editorial Board, participating in Judge’s Night. I look forward to
contributing to the association in the future and respectfully ask for your vote.

CHARLES WENTWORTH

Candidate for Board Member
After graduating from law school at the University of Utah, Charles clerked for Chief
Justice John T. Broderick of the New Hampshire Supreme Court. He then became a
litigation associate at Kirkland & Ellis LLP before opening Wentworth Law Offices P.C.
in Glen Ellyn where he focuses on commercial and appellate litigation. Since moving
to the suburbs, Charles has been heavily involved in the DCBA, participating on and
presenting multiple CLEs for the Business Law & Practice and Appellate Law & Practice
Committees. And he is currently serving as Vice Chair of the Professional Responsibility
Committee

TIMOTHY WHELAN

Candidate for Board Member
Sole practitioner in Glen Ellyn, Illinois. His practice is concentrated in civil litigation
and family law, but is experienced in criminal matters formerly having served as a
DuPage County ASA. Tim is a licensed trial attorney in Federal Court. He has been
a member of the DCBA for the 30 years of practice in DuPage County. Tim has twice
been elected to the DCBA Board and is a current, serving member. While serving on
the Board of Directors, Tim has been the liaison for many of our committees, most
notably help make Elder Law a standing committee.
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Seeking Law Practice
A reputable, full service law firm located in
Chicago’s Western Suburbs is seeking to acquire a law practice, including an acquisition
from retiring attorneys seeking to transition
a practice. Our law firm focuses on corporate transactions, estate planning, real estate
and litigation. Please contact Ms. Cabrisas
at 630-344-1105 to discuss further.
LEGAL LITIGATION ASSISTANT
Wheaton Law Office seeks legal assistant
with 5+ years of litigation experience. Submit resume and references to dlvargas@pkalaw.com.
LEGAL SECRETARY
DuPage County law firm seeking full time
experienced litigation legal secretary. Candidates must possess a strong knowledge of
both state and federal court procedures and
experience with the Electronic Pacer Filing
system is required. Additionally, proficient
skills in MicroSoft Word and Office are a
must. Applicant should be a self-starter
needing little supervision. Send resume with
salary requirements via e-mail to cfrench@
comananderson.com
Family Law Attorney:
Established Naperville family law firm seeks
associate with 2-4 years of experience. The
ideal candidate will have extensive litigation
and negotiation experience, as well as excellent research and writing skills. All inquiries
kept confidential. Please email resume to:
jmaley@grunyklaw.com

Legal Nurse Consultants
A Medical Legal Consulting Firm
Kafka & Associates
2345 Shiloh Drive
Aurora,IL 60503
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Classifieds

WHY WASTE TIME?
Very experienced Per Diem attorney available to cover any type of court appearance,
i.e., motions, trial calls, pre-trials, status
calls, case management conference, etc., at
any courthouse in Cook, Lake, McHenry,
Kane, DuPage, Will, Grundy, DeKalb,
Kendall, Boone, Winnebago and Kankakee
Counties, etc. Emergency calls are fine. I
may be briefed by phone and material faxed.
Very reasonable fee. Law clerking services
available-will handle filings, etc. Please call
Karen Lake at (312) 726-6920.

NAPERVILLE
Premier law / executive offices. Four available ranging from 150 sq. ft. to 300 sq. ft.
Combine all four as an 1,100 sq. ft. suite
with two reception / workstation areas or as
four individual offices. Top quality accoutrements. Kitchenette. Ample convenient
parking. Internet and phone wired. Minutes to: I-88 / Naperville Rd. exit; downtown Naperville; and Navistar complex. Art
Littlefield 630-408-0110 / aslittlefield@fssg.
biz Link to property photos http://napervilleoffices.net

NAPERVILLE
11’ x 14’ Executive office for rent downtown
Naperville, newly remodeled, Class A, small
building law office suite. Rent $900.00 per
month. Call Mike 630-717-7877
ITASCA LAW OFFICE
Offices & Suite available with reception
area, including enclosed storage area. Use of
Conference rooms, copier & kitchen. Furniture available for purchase. Ample parking.
Excellent Location. (630) 760-4612

Rimkus Consulting
Group, Inc.
999 Oakmont
Plaza Drive
Suite 550
Westmont, IL 60559
Phone: (630) 321-1846
Fax: (630) 321-1847
kastanton@rimkus.com
www.rimkus.com

Taylor Rees Beckey
Forensic accounting. Expert opinion.

Providing hard numbers. Easily.SM

1-800-773-2727

Tony Rees CPA, ABV, CFF Dennis Taylor CPA, MBA, ABV, CFF

CPAABV.COM

WHEATON
Park East Office Suites
Individual Private Offices			
Conference Rooms
Personalized Phone Answering		T1 Internet Connection
Voice Mail & Patching			
Complete Business Services
Corporate Identity Program			
Ample Parking
Includes All Utilities			
Convenient to Tollway
Call Donna at (630) 653-9909 www.parkeastoffices.com
1755 So. Naperville Rd., Suite 100, Wheaton, IL 60189

D & R Couriers
Summons/Subpoena
Service Station to
Station; Lawyer to
Lawyer;
Lawyer to Court
(630) 890-1807-Dave
or (630) 890-1925 Renee

To run your classified ad in this space, please contact the DCBA or send your content to: classifieds@dcbabrief.
org. Pricing for regular and display classifieds appears in the advertising section of our website, dcbabrief.org
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WHERE TO BE IN MAY:

President’s
Ball Set For
May 13, 2011

O

n May 13 2011, the DCBA
will honor its past presidents
at the DCBA President’s
Ball at Medinah Country Club in
Medinah, Illinois. For 18 years this
black tie optional event has celebrated
the DCBA’s distinguished former
presidents and their contributions
to DuPage County and the legal
community. Many of the DCBA’s past
presidents have gone on to represent
the DCBA in the judiciary and in
other positions.1 The evening also
serves as an opportunity to introduce
each year’s newly elected Board
Members and Third Vice President
which are announced before the
second Monday in May.
1 As in the case of two former DCBA Presidents
featured in this issue: Seventh Circuit Judge,
William J. Bauer, the key note speaker at
this year’s Law Day Luncheon, and Richard J.
Felice, who will be serving as ISBA President
in 2013-14.
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Portraits from the 2007 President’s Ball (above) and the 2004 President’s Ball (below).

The outgoing DCBA president
takes on the duty of planning the event
every year as well as presiding over
the evening’s festivities. At last year’s
President’s Ball, the DuPage County
Bar Foundation held a live auction
of a water color painting by artist
Karen Kornichuk commissioned by
Nancy Griffin to benefit the DuPage
Legal Assistance Foundation. Sean
McCumber, last year’s Lawyer of the
Year, won the auction with a $4,200

bid. This year’s outgoing president,
Steven Ruffalo, has departed from
the usual affair by adding some casino
night fun. Cocktails begin at 6:00
pm with live music provided by Tony
Ocean. Dinner begins at 7:00 pm,
followed by complimentary casino
games, music and dancing. Seating
is limited and tickets sell out quickly.
For more information, contact the
DCBA at 630/653-7870 or RSVP
online at dcba.org. □
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