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Momentum & Opportunity 3

The momentum of Delaware’s life sciences 
sector has never been greater. From established 
global leaders to fast-growing companies 
to scores of smaller startups, the state’s life 
sciences community is thriving, developing and 
delivering innovative medicines, devices, and 
technologies to address everything from the 
Covid-19 pandemic to hard-to-treat cancers 
and sustainable farming practices. This growth 
has been fueled by Delaware’s rich scientific 
heritage, one of the world’s best regional talent 
pools, an increasingly diverse range of firms, 
and a collaborative, supportive network of 
industry, higher education, and government.

Within a period of days this summer, two 
significant events underlined the state’s unique 
position for global leadership in the sector. 

First was the announcement of a several 
hundred-million-dollar-investment in a 
new pharmaceutical development and 
manufacturing facility in Middletown. The 
operation will employ nearly 500 in the 
initial phase and could employ more than 
1,000 workers in a few years, across roles 
ranging from manufacturing to management 
to administration. The second was news that 

NIIMBL—the National Institute for Innovation in 
Manufacturing Biopharmaceuticals, based at 
the University of Delaware’s STAR Campus—will 
receive $153 million from the U.S. Department 
of Commerce to advance its mission of driving 
innovation in domestic biopharmaceutical 
manufacturing by developing flexible, agile, 
and cost-effective manufacturing processes. 

These major developments—along with plans 
for hundreds of millions to be invested in a 
science and innovation park at the former 
DuPont Chestnut Run site, a new $10 million 
program supporting the expansion of lab 
space, the launch of a legislative Life Science 
Caucus in the General Assembly, and one of 
the market’s most successful IPOs of the last year 
by a local biotech—send a clear signal that the 
life sciences will drive Delaware’s economic 
future while delivering immense value to patients 
and public health.

In recent years, national organizations have 
periodically attempted to measure aspects 
of the life sciences landscape in Delaware, 
but there has been no comprehensive effort 
to capture the full vitality, breadth, impact, 
and opportunity for the state. The Delaware 
BioScience Association (Delaware Bio) and 
the Delaware Prosperity Partnership (DPP) have 
partnered to produce this baseline report on 
Delaware’s life sciences sector to assess and 
frame the industry’s size and importance; inform 
key stakeholders within and outside Delaware 
about the diversity and evolution of the 
state’s bioscience sector; and identify priority 
opportunities to continue to grow a sector so 
vital to Delaware’s future.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Delaware, with unique strengths and distinct advantages as part of  
a thriving Mid-Atlantic region, is ideally positioned to seize a coming wave  
of opportunities in the life sciences sector into the next decade and beyond.
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Delaware has several strategic 
opportunities to accelerate growth  
in life sciences.

To ensure and accelerate the sector’s 
continued success, industry, higher 
education, and state leaders must 
focus on strategic investments in 
workforce development, lab space 
supply, industry/higher education 
collaboration, and access to capital. 
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