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From the National Office. . .
We thank all chapters and individual Daughters who have sent in their 20142015 dues. Please remember that $40 for the fiscal year is due on
September 1 of each year. The dues packets and individual dues notices
were sent out in early June to the chapter presidents and Daughters-at-Large
respectively. If the chapter president did not receive their dues packet, she
may contact the National Office at 770-517-8552, ext 24, to receive another
packet. Chapter presidents may collect and send in their chapter's dues.
Daughters-at-Large may call for a new notice (if needed) and send in their
individual dues or pay online at www.doknational.com/dues_submission.html.
In order to continue receiving The Royal Cross publication in a timely manner
and without interruption, all Daughters should be sure their dues are paid to
the National Office by September 1 every year.

Submitting News

To simplify how chapters, dioceses, and provinces
submit their articles to be published in the Royal Cross, you now
can do it at the DOK website:

www.doknational.com/MemberResources/
royal-cross-article-submission

Just fill in the form and at the bottom of the form you are requested to
attach your JPG picture. Just remember to submit a high resolution
(largest file) version of your digital color picture.
You may want to write your article in a word processing program and then
just copy and paste it into the “article text” section of the online form.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

By Pamela Runyon

A Call to Prayer
This isn't the column that I originally
submitted for publication a month ago. It is
now late July and a lot has changed in the
meantime. I can't ignore the images of hate and
violence that seem to be everywhere: in Israel,
Gaza, Iraq, Syria, Ukraine, Kenya. I have been
receiving frequent e-mail updates and prayer
requests from Triennial speaker Canon White's
ministry, FRRME, and from Christ Church,
home of the Daughters of Jerusalem. As you
may know, both ministries are offering critical
aid in the midst of the current horrors in the
Middle East.
Yesterday, a shocking photo in one of their
newsletters made me realize the full-scale of
the horror. It was a photo of heads hanging
from a power line—heads belonging to eight
young Iraqi men, murdered because they
converted to Christianity. I wept with
Annemarie Delgado on the phone as she told
me she was searching their faces, hoping it
wasn't one of the young men she worshiped
with during her time in Iraq. Today, I received
an update—that photo was from Syria. But
photos of mass executions in Iraq were even
worse. Canon White wrote from Baghdad this
morning, “Every day we think that the crisis
here cannot get worse and every day it does.
Yesterday over 1,500 people were killed and
the Islamic State (ISIS) simply said we can do
anything now the world is just looking at
Gaza.”
As I grieve over this unspeakable
bloodshed, asking myself what in the world I
can do, I realize that I know the answer to that
question—as surely as each of you know it. We
are NOT helpless in the face of this evil, and
there is a lot we can do. First and foremost, we
can pray!
While the world may dismiss many of us as
unassuming, powerless women, together we
are a force to be reckoned with. We are
warriors—stealth fighters—in an invisible
realm. As beloved Daughters of the King of
Kings, we can use our Father's authority to
move mountains, to shake powers and
principalities, and to cause a major shift in the
kingdom of darkness—a shift towards LIGHT!
Our Rule of Life and the vow to pray daily
for the spread of Christ's Kingdom is no small

thing. It provides the discipline and training
that help shape us into the image of our Father
as we spend time in His presence. This is the
boot camp that prepares us to go forth under
His banner of love to do battle against every
manner of hatred, sin, and darkness. We are
empowered in this battle by the Holy Spirit,
who is with us every step of the way.
The battle always begins within our own
hearts as we choose Life and accept the
limitless love and unfathomable grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ. As we marvel at the Light
that overcomes the darkness in our own lives,
we receive faith to believe that we can play an
active role in advancing God's Kingdom of
love. Each of us carries a spark of divine Light
and when we pray together in one accord,
miracles happen. Can you imagine the
magnum force of 30,000 Daughters of the King
united in concerted prayer for the dark places
in the world??
I can imagine it! And that is why I am
issuing a call to prayer for Daughters
everywhere. I am asking you to join me in
fervent prayer for persecuted Christians,
especially in Iraq and in the Middle East. And I
ask you to pray for the peace of Jerusalem, and
Israel, and Gaza, and Iraq, for Muslims, for
Jews, for Shia, for Sunni, for Hamas, for ISIS,
and for all who are stuck in the ghastly cycle of
hatred and revenge that has no end. Pray that
our mighty God will send legions of angels to
wage war against evil. Pray that through the
reconciling power of the Gospel of Jesus Christ
He will reveal His glorious light and love to all
those in darkness.
Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Immortal
One—have mercy on us and on the whole world.
Unite us in the power of the Spirit as we intercede
on behalf of all Your children in the Middle East,
especially persecuted Christians. And as we pray,
guide us to give, serve and act according to Your
will for the spread of Your Kingdom. We ask this in
the name of our King and Savior Jesus Christ.
Amen.
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FROM THE NATIONAL CHAPLAIN

By the Rt. Rev. Sylvestre D. Romero

Love Is the Fire Which
Kindles Faith
By the Rt. Rev. Sylvestre Romero
As a little boy, attending a Roman Catholic
School in my native land of Belize, I thought
that I had learned all about prayer when I
could repeat the words: “In the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit”
and could make the sign of the cross by placing
my hand on my forehead, on my chest and on
my shoulders. I later learned that this was how
to begin and end my prayers.
During my years of experience in praying, I
learned much more than just asking and giving
thanks to God; I learned about love. Prayer
becomes much more meaningful when I can
experience the love of God and respond to it in
listening and talking to Him. Prayer then
becomes so inspiring that I do not want to keep
that love just between God and myself; instead
I feel the need to go out into the world to share
it with others.
St. Paul tells us what love is all about in his
first letter to the Corinthians (13:1-13). Here he
lists the traits that show genuine love. Keep
them in your prayer book and read them when
you feel the need to do so.
= Love is patient,
= Love is kind,
= Love knows no envy,
= Love is no braggart,
= Love is not inflated with its own
importance,
= Love does not behave gracelessly,
= Love does not insist upon its rights,
= Love never flies into a temper,
= Love does not store up the memory of any
wrong,
= Love find no pleasure in evil doing,
= Love rejoices with the truth,
= Love can endure anything,
= Love is completely trusting,
= Love never ceases to hope,
= Love bears everything with triumphant
fortitude.
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As we read through this list, it only reveals
how difficult a task it is to love God with all we
are and to love our neighbor as ourselves. It is
a task that can only be accomplished with
God's grace and His Holy Spirit. It is a journey
that we need to take one step at a time and this
is what prayer is all about: we learn to pray by
doing it, like any other task.
On the other hand, once we begin the
journey we become aware of a special
relationship that can grow deeper and has no
end. Not even death has the power to end it. It
is a relationship that empowers us to
experience the presence of God in us. That
presence can be seen and felt by others as we
put into action His love in us.
Through love we see our faith in action, a
faith emerging from true love. Love is the fire
which kindles faith and it is the light which
turns hope into certainty.
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Preparing for Triennial
By Phyllis Easley,
Assistant Triennial Chair
In July the Triennial Committee
gathered at Zermatt Resort in Utah to
plan for our DOK Triennial there in June
2015. The setting is beautiful and
reminds me of being in Switzerland
with mountains around us, goats on the
hillside, and Swiss music being played
in the background.
I trust that you too are beginning to
make your plans to attend this great
event. I also hope that you are doing
your walking to get ready to enjoy the
entire resort. I have been using my
walking as a prayer time and encourage
you to include the National Council and
Triennial planning committee in your
prayers.

The Site Committee includes, from left, Annemarie
Delgado, Phyllis Easley, Pam Sebura, Lyn Zolman,
Phyllis Larson, Pamela Runyon, Missy Denney, and
Susan O'Brien.

Come ride with us! This European carousel with
gilded animals is just one of the unique features on
the grounds of the Zermatt Resort in Midway, Utah.

June 19-23, 2015

Registration forms and all the information about Triennial
will be in a special Fall 2014 issue of The Royal Cross
that will be out in early October.

Zermatt and Homestead Resorts
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Triennial Torch Relay

Praying in the Light

Editor's note: This headline on page 8 of the Spring
2014 Royal Cross was missing due to a prepress
gaffe. We will continue to feature the Triennial
Torch's travels both here in print as well as on our
website. This is one way everyone can participate in
preparations for Triennial 2015.
We especially pray for the Middle East and
one of our Triennial speakers, Canon Andrew
White who serves the only Anglican church in
Iraq, St. George's in Baghdad. Our special
intention prayer appears on page 7; it was
written by Annemarie Delgado and is based on
a prayer request received from the Rev. David
Pileggi at Christ Church, Jerusalem—home to
the Daughters of Jerusalem chapter.
If Daughters would like to contribute to
relief efforts in Iraq through Canon White's
ministry, the website is www.FRRME.org. To
support relief efforts for Christians in Israel
and Gaza through Christ Church Jerusalem go
to www.cmj-israel.org and designate “Christ
Church-Mercy Fund” or “Christ ChurchOperation Respite.”
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Praying in the Light
Schedule
August 06, 2014
August 13, 2014
August 20, 2014
August 27, 2014
September 03, 2014
September 10, 2014
September 17, 2014
September 24, 2014
October 01, 2014
October 08, 2014
October 15, 2014
October 22, 2014
October 29, 2014
November 05, 2014
November 12, 2014
November 19, 2014
November 26, 2014
December 03, 2014
December 10, 2014
December 17, 2014
December 24, 2014
December 31, 2014
January 07, 2015
January 14, 2015
January 21, 2015
January 28, 2015
February 04, 2015
February 11, 2015
February 18, 2015
February 25, 2015

4
4
INT
INT
INT
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
INT
INT
INT
5
5
5
5
5
5

Mississippi
Louisiana
Dominican Republic
Uganda
Kenya
Western Louisiana
Arkansas
Texas - Part 1
Texas - Part 2
New Mexico
Oklahoma
Kansas
Western Missouri
Israel
Ghana
Trinidad & Tobago
Missouri
Illinois
Indiana
Ohio
Michigan
Wisconsin
National Office Staff
INT Panama
INT Brazil
INT Malawi
6
Minnesota
6
Iowa
6
Nebraska
6
South Dakota

We especially pray for the Middle East
Out of the depths I cry to you, LORD;
Lord, hear my voice.
Let your ears be attentive
to my cry for mercy.
—Psalm 130:1-2
The National Council joins with Daughters of the King around the world in offering
fervent prayer for the Middle East:
Almighty and all powerful God, Creator of the world and the nations, we bring before
you all those caught up in conflict in the Middle East.
We pray for
~ Protection for those who are living in fear and cannot escape the violence
~ Comfort for those who are mourning the loss of friends and family members
~ Safety for those fleeing for their lives
~ Strength for those living through the horror of current events
~ Freedom from torture and death for those dominated by others
~ Healing for those who have been injured
~ Grace for those who have died
~ Courage for those facing the ultimatum of conversion or submission
~ Empowerment of those who are working to provide aid to all those in need
~ Wisdom for those in leadership
~ Peace by ending violence, genocide, and oppression that all may live together
as brothers and sisters
~ Blessings on the important work of Canon Andrew White, the Rev. David
Pileggi, and others who work for peace, relief and reconciliation in the Middle
East and around the world
~ Reconciliation among all God's children
~ Love to conquer all hatred
~ God's Word to reign throughout the region
Look with compassion, Lord God, on the whole human family; take away the
arrogance and hatred which infect our hearts; break down the walls that separate us;
unite us in bonds of love; and work through our struggle and confusion to accomplish
your purposes on earth; that, in your good time, all nations and races may serve you
in harmony around your heavenly throne; we ask this through Our Saviour, Jesus
Christ, who lives and reigns with you forever and ever. Amen
The letter "nun" in
Arabic is being
used by fanatics to
identify the homes
of Nazarenes
(Christians) in Iraq.
We use it here to
express solidarity
in prayer with our
persecuted
brothers and
sisters in Iraq.
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Walking in the Light
By Susan Keith
When the National Council began talking
about encouraging Daughters to prepare for
Triennial by getting appropriate exercise, I
started to plot out the “stops” (for daily
exercise) along the route from the National
Office to Zermatt Resort in Utah. We estimated
that it would probably require four miles per
day to cover the entire distance. At that time
(November) I was still in pulmonary rehab
after my pneumonia earlier in the year and
knew I was not ready to walk four miles in one
day. So I decided I needed to start right away.
The first thing I did was purchase an
inexpensive pedometer in order to learn how
much I already walked in a day. This added
encouragement to the time I spent on the
treadmill at rehab. As I started tracking the
miles I got more excited about the exercise. I
have now finished my rehab, but continue to
try to find ways to add more miles into each
day. When I enter a building I consciously look
for stairs rather than using the elevator. With a
member of my chapter, I have found
opportunities for us to walk together.
Jul 6 St. Louis

As of this writing, I have traveled 357 miles,
which include the 2-1/2 miles I walked while I
was in the hospital in Utah this July. I have just
reached Metropolis, IL. I did not even know
there was a real town named Metropolis before
I started this journey.
If you have not seen the map for Walking in
the Light, go to the website
(http://doknational.com/MemberResources/wal
king-in-the-light/) and check it out.
If we remember that our bodies are the
temple of God, then perhaps we will be more
willing to get our bodies into the best condition
that we can.
Editor's Note: Susan has been posting on
Facebook about the virtual Daughters walking across
country. Sign up for “Order of the Daughters of
the King” page on Facebook—it's certainly a great
reminder to get moving. On a regular basis, Susan
posts the same pictures and motivational messages on
our website and Facebook. Seeing where the virtual
Daughters are in the road and how many miles they
have traveled is a great stimulus for one's own walk.
Jun 8 Southern Illinois

May 24 Ohio River

Aug 15 Blackwater River
Apr 17 Nashville

Feb 20 National Office

Mar 15
Tennessee Border

As of August 15, 2014, our virtual Daughters have walked 668.8 miles and are at Blackwater
River, Missouri. If the route of the virtual Daughters is coming near you, please send Susan a
picture. They “visited” the Good Shepard Chapter in Nashville, Tennessee, on Good Friday and
walked with Daughters at the Province V Assembly in June at the Maria Stein Spirituality Center.
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FROM THE JUNIOR DAUGHTERS CHAIR

By Susan Keith

Meet Our New Jr. DOK Chaplain
It is with great pleasure that I announce that
the Rev. Dr. Deborah Jackson has agreed to be
our National Junior Daughters Chaplain.
Mother Deborah is a native of Jacksonville,
Florida, and currently serves as the Associate
Dean for Community Life at The School of
Theology at the University of the South in
Sewanee, Tennessee. She served as a priest at
several churches in the Diocese of Florida before
taking this position in Sewanee last fall. She is
delighted to be back in Sewanee at The School of
Theology, having graduated from there with her
M.Div. in 2007.
Mother Deborah has been a Daughter of the
King for over ten years, and her daughter was a
Junior Daughter for a short while. Daughters in
Province IV may remember her from the retreat
she led a couple of years ago at Kanuga. I know
that she has some wonderful ideas and skills to
bring to the Junior Daughters. Hopefully we
will be hearing from her on the Junior
Daughters Facebook page soon, and perhaps
even in the Junior Directress Yahoo Group.

A New DOK DVD is Coming Soon!

Final Call for Photos and Videos!

By Pam Runyon, National President
January 1 is the deadline for submitting photos and videos for the new DOK informational DVD
that is currently in production. We need the participation of Daughters and Jr. Daughters around the
country and around the world! The details follow.
What we need:
† Action photos and videos of your chapters' service projects
† Photos and videos of Daughters praying and worshiping—
either in your chapters or at assemblies and retreats
We love the photos of Daughters at the altar, but for the DVD we need action shots.
How to submit:
Click on the movie camera on the lower left of the home page of the website:
www.doknational.com. This will take you to a submission form where you can upload photos or
videos. Please fill out the form completely.
IMPORTANT: at the top of this page you must print a release form for each participant pictured.
Make a copy of the signed release form, scan and send to lkimbrell@doknational.org. Or mail the
original to the National Office: 101 Weatherstone Drive, Suite 870, Woodstock, GA 30188-7007,
ATTN: New DVD. You may also mail photo or video CDs to the National Office. Just make sure you
include your complete contact details, information about the event pictured, and a signed release
form for each participant.
The National Council saw the need for an updated informational DVD in time for the Order's 130th
birthday next year. Our goal is to involve as many Daughters as possible in producing a current
video that will spread the Gospel and portray the mission of our Order. We deeply appreciate your
participation in this project, as well as your prayers.
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FROM THE MEMBERSHIP CHAIR

By Krisita Jackson

From Curious to Committed

Bringing Interested Women
into a Community of Sisters
“Membership has its privileges”—many of you
will remember this once-popular ad slogan.
Membership also carries responsibilities. As
members of The Order of the Daughters of the
King we have responsibilities to one another as
sisters in community.
Our responsibilities to prospective Daughters
really begin at the Service of Preparation when a
candidate commits to “live like a Daughter of the
King.” A woman is “eligible for membership after
a three-month period of concentrated study,
training, prayer, and study.”
The Leader's Guide provides a step-by-step guide
as to how the study sessions are to be paced.
(Leaders, please make sure that the most current
National Study Guide (2013) and National Handbook
(2012) and order forms are used.) One of the last
items on the check list is the completion of
membership applications. It is only at that point
that forms and orders should be submitted to the
National Office.
Timelines and applications aside, the period of
study is ideally a time for all chapter members to
get to know and develop a bond with the
candidates. I think it is a disservice to a candidate
when one Daughter completes the study guide
with her on a one-to-one basis and the candidate
never has an opportunity to engage in any way as
a prospective Daughter with other chapter
members or assembly Daughters. The result is she
takes a vow and joins a community of “sisters”
who are strangers to her.
My entire chapter completes the study with the
candidates with a different Daughter leading each
weekly lesson. The candidates attend assemblies,
meetings, and participate in all chapter activities.
As a diocesan assembly president I was once
shocked and dismayed at an evaluation form that
stated the study was too long and that it could
have been completed in half the time. It was
obvious to me the purpose of the study guide as a
tool for discerning and bonding into the
community was completely misunderstood.
The study period is not a time to race through
the guide as if it is simply a handbook where rules
and bylaws are learned. It is a time when a woman
examines her life and her beliefs, and gains an
understanding of who Daughters are and what
they do. Only then can she discern whether she is
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called to undertake the Rule of Life we observe.
Only then, at the end of the twelve-week study,
should she make the decision “not unadvisedly or
lightly, but reverently, deliberately” to join DOK.
It is essential to the life of Daughters as a
worldwide community that this process does not
take shortcuts. Women who are rushed through
the study period may be induced to become
Daughters, but if they do not prayerfully complete
this process they are likely to disconnect. After a
brief trial of the Rule of Life, they may soon lose
interest. They are less likely to attend meetings or
support the service of the chapter or the funds of
the Order. They feel no sense of community, so
they fall away and their membership lapses.
My involvement as a Daughter, especially at
the diocesan assembly level, has made me well
acquainted with the challenges chapters and
churches face with age and slow growth. Over the
years I have wavered between whether success for
Daughters meant having lots of us or a few of us
living in real community. When my chapter was
young and I was a new Daughter, the wiser, older
sisters encouraged adding members only as the
spirit collectively led us to do so. We have never
had an annual habit of having an interest meeting
to find new members. I must admit our results
have been mixed, but I believe we experienced
individual and collective growth in Christ with
each new study—and each new Daughter we
found.
One final note when introducing new
members: terminology. It may be a small thing to
some, but for me, and according to our Bylaws,
please remember:
= Daughters are ADMITTED;
= Chapters are INSTITUTED;
= Officers are INSTALLED.
Membership does have its privileges. It is a
privilege and a joy for me to be in community
with every Daughter I meet. It is a privilege to
meet and worship and fellowship with my sisters
who become dear to me and whom I come to
love. I wish the same for each of you as you seek
to build a Godly community in Christ's name
and For His Sake wherever you may be. Our
responsibility as Daughters (members) is to be
diligent and prayerful as we seek to daily spread
His kingdom in our earthly lives.

FROM THE SELF-DENIAL FUND CHAIR

Go to Serve the Lord

Use Correct
Membership Materials
All literature and forms are available and
can be downloaded from our website at
http://www.doknational.com/forms.html.
The interval for shipping membership kits
has been reduced from six weeks to four
weeks. Use of the correct forms, properly
completed, may reduce this shipping
interval further. Please share these
timelines with your clergy when scheduling
services.
Our National Council and staff work
diligently on a daily basis to ensure the
efficient operation of our Order. Forms are
very important to this process. Individual
and chapter status are kept current based
on information you provide regarding
changes in officers, changes in a mail
address, telephone number, email
address, or chapter membership. If you
have questions or need assistance your
Diocesan Assembly President or the
National Office can help.

By Marjorie Rogers

At the end of Eucharist
services the Deacon or
Celebrant dismisses the
people with the following
words, “Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.”
Our response is “Thanks be to God.” Do we find
ways to serve the Lord the rest of the week?
Where do we go and how do we show our love to
others?
God has continued my mission trips with an
awesome visit to Haiti in November. Past
National President Grace Sears and I attended the
DOK Diocesan Assembly in Port-au-Prince, Haiti,
with Dominican Republic Daughters, DOK
missionaries, and Joyce Pipkin, who is the DOK
Country Coordinator.
Before the Assembly started we did mission
work at St. Vincent's School for the Handicapped
in Port-au-Prince, and St. Paul's School and
Church in Montrouis. The clothing and school
supplies we brought were greatly appreciated by
the priests and teachers. Visiting the Artisan
Workshop and Boutique gave us an insight in
using Haitian materials to train women in crafts
for employment. We all bought some of the lovely
crafts to bring home. The people have so little but
they share what they have with visitors. The
Episcopal priests continue to do the work needed
in their churches, but have not been paid for
nearly two years. And the love of the Lord shines
through their giving and giving and giving.
In February, I was off again to the Netherlands
for a healing conference with Renewal in Christ
Ministries. The Dutch young people were
amazing in their ability to offer prayers for other
people. The weekend conference was filled with
prayer, singing (in English and Dutch), and
learning about the Dutch culture—even cheese,
cold cuts, and chocolate sprinkles on buttered
bread for breakfast. Back to my questions at the
beginning. We can find many places to do God's
work—in our homes, with neighbors, in our
communities or travelling in the world. Finding
ways to serve is unending—giving of our money
especially to the Self-Denial Fund, visiting shutins, making meals for a family in need, or talking
to people when shopping. Just saying “Have a
good day,” to someone shows we care about
them. Isn't this what Christ asks of us? Have great
days ahead doing what God is calling you to do to
show His love to others.
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Story time at the Laundry

By Donna Lewis Johnson, Annunciation Chapter, St. Timothy's Episcopal Church, Washington, D.C.

Kellie Robinson, of St. Timothy's DOK chapter,
reads to Tre Anthony Cash, 2
It began as a typical Sunday afternoon for
Chalaya and her three children: Kaleb, 8; La
Saige, 4; and Kierstin, two months. With her
kids by her side, the young mother washed and
dried clothes at her neighborhood coin laundry
in Washington, D.C., as she normally does at the
start of each week. Amid the drone of machines,
Kaleb and La Saige swung their legs back and
forth from the worn Formica chairs where they
sat. Next to them their baby sister napped
gently, swaddled in her infant seat.
Outside, the clean smell of drifting
snowflakes signaled another winter storm.
Inside, a unique children's reading program
created by the Annunciation Chapter of DOK
brought a special treat to kids: books and
reading volunteers.
“I was excited when you offered to read to
Kaleb and La Saige,” said Chalaya. “Coming out
to the laundromat to read to children, that's
odd. You don't see that.”
On the first Sunday of each month, the
Annunciation Chapter of the Daughters of the
King, based at St. Timothy's Episcopal Church
in D.C., goes to a nearby coin-operated laundry
to read to and along with children while the
parents and caregivers of the children do
laundry. Known as Literature & Laundry, the
DOK service project marked its first anniversary
this past February and has read to dozens of
kids and given away even more books.
“Literature & Laundry honors the Daughters'
Rule of Service by reaching out into the
community to give books, smiles, and love to
our children who live in neighborhoods where
reading scores trail the national average,” said
the Rev. Caron A. Gwynn, rector of St.
12 The Royal Cross | Summer/Fall 2014

Timothy's and chaplain of Annunciation
Chapter. “Additionally, our unique reading
program supports the desire of parents for their
children to expand their imaginations and
become strong readers.”
“It's awesome,” said Chalaya about
Literature & Laundry. “Usually, my kids are
saying, 'Mommy, Mommy, Mommy' and I'm
yelling at them to stop running around.”
La Saige and Kaleb eagerly embraced the
book treat. Leaning into the pages of a
beginner's book, La Saige sounded out threesyllable words and hunted for pictures that
matched her growing vocabulary. Kaleb, already
an avid reader, learned about opposites
attracting in the classic Big Dog… Little Dog.
“He reads a book every day and likes to read
bedtime stories to Kierstin,” said Chalaya,
commenting on Kaleb's reading prowess.
But most children who live in D.C.'s
disadvantaged communities have not mastered
reading proficiently, according to the latest
Nation's Report Card. In 2013, public school
students in D.C. who were eligible for free or
reduced-price school lunch scored an average of
50 points lower than students who were not
eligible for the federal lunch program.
“With Literature & Laundry, Annunciation
wants to help end the reading disparity in D.C.,
and strengthen the opportunity for children in
our community to succeed in school and life,”
said Merle Robertson, president of
Annunciation Chapter. “Literature & Laundry
shows children that reading can be fun and
enjoyed anywhere.”

Emulating the characters in Big Dog… Little
Dog, La Saige and Kaleb measure their height
with the help of Daughter Tanya Copeland.

FROM THE ONLINE MEDIA CHAIR

By Christine Budzowski

Taking Membership Online
Early in 2014, after more than a year of
research and prayer-filled consultations, a
special web development committee appointed
by President Pam Runyon recommended that
the Order acquire new membership software
and integrate it with a members-only protected
website. Once integrated, these systems would
provide up-to-date information to members
and chapter presidents, while greatly
enhancing the capacity and efficiency of the
National Office. With the consent of the
National Council, the Office has acquired the
recommended software and the website is
under development.
Our old membership software was seriously
outdated and did not interface (talk to) other
programs used in the office, or pull
information from forms provided online, so
data available in one program or form had to
be entered by hand in other programs.
Although moving all of our existing data to a
new system is time-consuming, the advantages
make it worthwhile.
This new software, Your Membership (YM),
will allow us to expand and grow the Order,
and provide some great new benefits to
members while allowing the National Office
staff to do a better job of meeting your needs.
We expect the transition to be completed in
late fall/early winter of this year, at which time
you will see a significant change to our web
site. With a new look and easier navigation, the
site will enable members to log in and pay
dues, update personal information such as
address changes and chapter affiliation, and
join discussion groups with other Daughters.
Chapter presidents can more easily obtain
relevant chapter information and member
status, and we will all have expanded access to
resources and archives, available to members
who need it 24 hours a day.
The new software will allow the National
Office to handle Triennial meeting registration
and credentialing online, and provide
confirmations of everything via email quickly
and efficiently. Our dues process will be much
less cumbersome, without the need to mail
dues packets to chapters every spring and then
follow up with multiple notices.

While as much business as possible will be
handled through the member web site, we will
still continue to support our members who do
not have computer access as we have always
done. At every step of the way during the
office transition, care has been taken to include
all our Daughters. Everyone will benefit with
better communication, faster updates to
membership records, access to archived and
current resources, and ultimately more
efficient services at less cost.
From now until implementation the web
development committee and national staff
members will be working intensively with the
professionals from Your Membership to best
structure the database, transfer data, and build
the website. Jen Mariano chairs the committee,
consisting of Annemarie Delgado, Christine
Budzowski, Lynn Kimbrell, and Mary Fletcher.
President Pam Runyon also participates in
committee discussions. The following prayer
was written by National Office Manager Mary
Fletcher, and is used to open each of our
numerous conference calls and online
meetings:
Father God,
Completion of a large project like this depends just
as much on prayer as it does on monetary support, our
hard work and passion. Thank you for this
opportunity, the funds required, and for each of the
ladies working on the team, as well as the many on the
Council who voted in favor of making this onversion.
We ask that you send the Holy Spirit to join the
teams as we progress on this major project.
We ask that you help us to keep the implementation
on schedule. We ask for your protection for all workers
in the Order and at Your Membership, as they develop
the web site and make plans and decisions. Grant them
the wisdom and creativity required.
We pray that the new membership database and
web site will ultimately serve as a new and vital
ministry to the Order, simplifying processes for
Daughters, leadership and staff, resulting in the ability
for more of your work to be done. We ask that you
assist this committee as they work together, combining
their abilities. May it all be to your glory.
Amen
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FROM THE SERVICE & EVANGELISM CHAIR

By Lyn Zolman

Daughters Who
Light Their World
You had a darkened mind before you sought
Me wholeheartedly. I chose to pour My Light
into you so that you can be a beacon to others.
There is no room for pride in this position.
Your part is to reflect My Glory.
Sarah Young, Jesus Calling, June 6

Some of the residents of Sugar Valley
Lodge are being moved to a new facility out of
their area, so Grace Chapter plans to ask
churches near the new facility if they will
adopt the transfers, while the chapter DOK's
continues its ministry at Sugar Valley Lodge.
Robin Murray, Secretary
Grace Chapter, St. John's, Franklin
DIOCESE OF OREGON

Prayer enables us to “hear” God, but our
hearts and hands are needed to be His light in
the world, and there are many different ways
to be His light. Here are some examples from
different areas of the United States:
NORTHWEST PENNSYLVANIA

Grace Chapter at St. John's Episcopal
Church, Franklin, Pennsylvania, has a service
project that involves both the chapter and their
church. Several years ago Daughters at St.
John's adopted Sugar Valley Lodge, a shelter
for low-income and homeless people. Each
month the DOK prepare birthday bags. Every
resident who has a birthday that month gets a
small gift bag and residents look forward to
them!
Their big project is at Christmas. The
weekend following Thanksgiving, DOKs set
up a tree at St. John's and hang tags on it for
each resident. Each tag gives the first name
and age of a Sugar Valley resident, along with
a list of wants and needs. St. John's members
take a tag, and then return the tags with their
gifts. Daughters go out early Christmas
morning to distribute them. They always find
“extra” gifts under the tree and nobody goes
without a Christmas present.
St. John's church has a chapel that a small
Lutheran church uses for Sunday services.
Several Lutheran ladies have joined St. John's
DOK chapter. Both congregations help
support DOK's service projects with donated
items and time.
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The Daughters of “Las Flores De Jesus”
(The Flowers of Jesus) Chapter at Grace
Memorial Episcopal Church in Oregon hosted
the prayer chapel for the Diocesan convention
in Eugene, Oregon.
They also did “church mailings” as one of
their ministries. They sent out 500+ brochures
for Christmas. At their annual Christmas party
they signed Christmas cards, designed by one
of their members, for shut-ins. They also
hosted a special luncheon for the “quilting
ministry.”
Shirley Johnson,
Chapter President
DIOCESE OF COLORADO

The Daughters in Colorado have set up
prayer teams of two or three to be part of the
Sunday service at the St. Francis Center, a
homeless shelter, in downtown Denver. The
teams are given training and a special room
where they pray with the homeless who
request prayer.
Nancy Severin
Colorado Assembly President

As you choose your chapter service project,
look around you. What are the special needs in
your area? What gifts do you have in your
chapter? Find the missing piece: something
needed but not provided. Be willing to build
upon the work of others.
Last of all, send your stories about your
service projects to:
lynzolman@doknational.org.

FROM THE STRATEGIC PLANNING CHAIR

By Mariana Bauman

Strategic Planning Retreat
Seven Daughters met in Massachusetts from
May 20-23, 2014, to work on strategic planning
for the Order, both domestic and international.
National Council members on the committee
are Mariana Bauman (Strategic Planning
Chair), Annemarie Delgado (National
Treasurer), Pam Runyon (President), and Emily
Thrasher (International Chair). Two DOK who
are very active with International Daughters,
Joyce Pipkin and Lana Valenta, with former
National President and current advisor, Grace
Sears, completed the working group.
The growth in our Order has been amazing
in the past several years, especially with
International DOK. However, along with rapid
growth come issues which need to be
addressed.
Some issues are not new, such as how to
help develop lasting discipleship among all
Daughters. We decided that one way to achieve
this was to stress that women seeking to

become Daughters spend at least three months
in discernment and study. Before women take
the vows, it is important to try to live with the
spiritual discipline of the Order and discern a
call. Our literature and our forms are being
amended, where necessary, to make this time
commitment clear.
Work also was done to help National
Council members do their jobs more efficiently
and better share the workload of this busy,
working board.
Guidelines were produced to help our
International DOK organize themselves
according to the traditions of the Order but
with some flexibility. We also developed a
vision of the relationship between domestic
and international DOK.
The Retreat was productive and prayerful
and we left confident that with the continued
guidance of the Holy Spirit, our Order will
continue to grow and thrive. Thanks be to God!
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FROM THE SPIRITUAL FORMATION CHAIR

By Patsy Thomson

Who Cares, Anyway?

You've worked hard to make a difference at
work. Stayed late, organized the supply closet,
cleaned out the break-room fridge, worked
through the idiosyncrasies of the client to get
his approval of the project. But no one even
notices, especially the boss. No one appreciates
what you gave up in order to do your job,
much less do the extra. What difference does it
make? Who cares, anyway?
You've worked hard to make a difference
with your children. Been to every baseball
practice, served as team mother because no one
else can or will, helped him understand that
math problem, made certain she had her
heart's desire for her birthday, was up past
midnight finishing the details on her dance
costume and still got everyone to church on
time this morning. But you wouldn't let him
spend the night with his best friend on a school
night nor allow her to be out past midnight
and they have both screamed, “I hate you.”
What difference does it make? Who cares,
anyway?
You've worked hard to make a difference
for your spouse. Picked up his suit at the
cleaners, chosen a gift and card for him to sign
and mailed his mother's birthday present in
time, cleaned the bathrooms, washed three
loads of laundry and made dinner. But all he
says, while scrolling through Facebook, is,
“Joe's wife sure looks good in that red dress.”
What difference does it make? Who cares,
anyway?
You've spent hours preparing for tonight's
Daughters' meeting, sent out 15 e-mail
reminders and called 8 who do not use e-mail,
researched an idea for a service project and
gotten the materials together for everyone to be
able to do it tonight, filled out the forms
needed by National, and arrived early to set up
everything for refreshments and for the service
project. But only 4 women come and 2 of them
are complaining they don't have time to be
there and leave early.
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What difference does it make, Lord?
Do you even care, God? Are you
even listening?

Your best friend has betrayed you. Told
others the most intimate details of your life and
the whole church, the whole town, is talking
about you behind your back. You trusted her
and now not only does everyone know your
private life, you've lost the person you trusted.
Oh! What difference does it make?
Your husband has left you and the children.
“I don't love you anymore,” he said. “There is
someone new I want in my life.” You have
made him your world and now he is gone. You
do not matter to him anymore. Whatever! Who
cares, anyway?
Your doctor just spoke the words you were
dreading to hear. You have cancer. Even with
the most aggressive treatment you have only a
20% chance. You were not ready for this. There
is so much more you thought you would do.
Oh, well. Does it matter to anyone else?
A policeman is at your door, accompanied
by a chaplain. Your child is dead. But that
cannot be. She just left for school a little while
ago. She'll be home after play practice. How can
this be? The day has turned black. There is no
air to breathe.

Do you care, God? Are you even
listening?

And God replies,
Yes, my child, I am listening. You are my child,
my beloved Daughter, my princess. I know how hard
you've tried. “I felt every teardrop when in darkness
you cried. And I strove to remind you that for those
tears I died.” (From Come to the Water by Marsha
Stevens)
Remember I have called you by name. Hold fast
to my promises, for I will never leave you or forsake
you. Your life does make a difference. Let your faith
speak hope and truth into the lives of others
struggling with circumstances. Let them see Me in
you. People do care. I am listening. I care about you.

Finally Home
By Patsy Thomson

My daughter came home today.
For thirteen years and ten and one-half
months
I have longed for her to come home.
At 17, she ran away from home.
We were interfering with her use
of drugs.
We were too strict.
We did not trust her.
We were trying to control her life.
She was going to live life her way.
“I'm leaving; you can't stop me,” she
screamed.
I began to leave a light on for her….
so she would know she was loved and
welcome here.
Maybe it would light her way home.
Maybe I would see her smile,
hold her hand,
touch her face,
kiss the top of her head.
One more time.
If only she would come home,
maybe my broken heart would mend.
Hope would not die.
For thirteen years and ten and one-half
months,
hope would not die.
She lived life her way.
Suspended from her new school for drug
possession;
pregnancy; marriage; college classes; job.
Maybe she was past the drug use;
maybe she would come home for a visit.
But, no. Just phone calls, wanting money.
“I hate you,” she screamed.

June 4, 2014

children no longer with her but with
family members;
another boyfriend.
A phone call to say she was sorry she had left,
sorry for what she had done;
“I really love you, Mom. I am so sorry,” she
said, crying softly.
But still the drugs, still the alcohol;
more domestic abuse; more drugs; more
alcohol;
And one more pill. Then ….
Sleep. And …. One last breath.
One last heartbeat.
I kiss the top of her head one last time. There
is no last smile.
My broken heart now lies in pieces. All
hope is gone.
My beautiful, beloved daughter came home
this afternoon.
Special Delivery.
Sign here, please.
Such a small box.
Now she is at peace.
Now drugs and alcohol hold no power
over her.
Now she is made new in His
presence.
Now she is in her true home.
Now I can turn off the light.
But I won't.

Drugs; alcohol; divorce; child kept by her
husband's family;
Drugs; alcohol; boyfriends with dubious pasts;
another pregnancy; and another; domestic
abuse;
More drugs; more alcohol;
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Durgapur Delegation Visits Province IV Assembly
Three representatives of the Durgapur
Diocese of the Church of North India came to
Kanuga in June during the Province IV
Assembly to meet with DOK leaders and
discuss their expanding ministry in that part of
the world.
Mrs. Rita Dutta is president of the Women
of Faith chapter in Durgapur, and also
coordinates women's work across the diocese.
Mrs. Lorraine Kobiraj is a directress of a group
of girls who are forming the first Junior
Daughters chapter.
Raja Moses, who coordinates sponsorships
for slum children of Durgapur, was the third
member of the delegation. At present 300 slum
children who cannot be adequately cared for
by family or guardians are housed in five
hostels, provided with food, clothing, and
basic medical care, and enrolled in school. One
hundred children have sponsors who provide
$250 annually to support them. Mr. Moses is
seeking additional sponsors, as the needs of
the slum children are great. Eighteen girls in
one of the hostels are forming the firsts Junior
Daughters Chapter.

Shawnee Irwin, the DOK's country partner
with the Daughters in Durgapur, was the
fourth member of the delegation. Shawnee is
also the companion relationship coordinator
for the Diocese of Western North Carolina. Her
Diocese maintains a very active companion
relationship with the Diocese of Durgapur,
regularly sending representatives to Durgapur
and bringing their representatives to visit
churches in North Carolina. Shawnee
presented the charters to both The Women of
Faith chapter and the Women of Hope Chapter,
and plans to present the first Junior charter in
February 2015.
President Pam Runyon and Bishop Bill
Skilton, International Chaplain, greeted the
visitors, along with Province IV Assembly
President Lindy Kirk, Junior Daughters Chair
Susan Keith, and Past National President Grace
Sears. It was a wonderful opportunity to learn
more about what Daughters are doing in India
and the challenges they face. Pray for our
sisters and brothers in Durgapur, and
especially the 18 girls who want to become
Junior Daughters.

Shawnee Irwin, from left, Susan Keith, Grace Sears, Pamela Runyon, Rita Dutta, Lorraine Kobiraj,
and Lindy Kirk at Kanuga Conference Center in North Carolina.
18 The Royal Cross | Summer/Fall 2014

How One Young Mother Became a Daughter
By Sharon Lundgren
National President 2003-2006
During 1978 my husband and I moved to a
new neighborhood, far from our church. We
only had one car, and Rich needed it for
work. I was a new mother, in a new
neighborhood, and I was lonely. I needed
friends. I began to pray about what ministry
the Lord might open up to me, hoping that
would give me a circle of friends that I so
desperately needed.
The Altar Guild was the first possibility
that attracted me. One Monday morning,
bright and early, I called the church office. A
secretary answered and I told her that I
needed the name and phone number of the
lady in charge of the Altar Guild, as I wanted
to join the guild. There was total silence on
the phone for several seconds, and then she
told me in a very cold voice that women had
to be “invited” to join the Altar Guild. They
did not volunteer.
I was shocked and could not say anything
in response. I just hung up the phone, and
then was in a panic for five minutes until I
realized that I had not given the woman my
name. Thank God for that!
Several weeks later I began to think of
joining the choir. That seemed appropriate to
me since music is my first love. I have been in
choirs all my life, and my father was an
orchestra/band/choral director. He was my
first music teacher.
The next Sunday I went up to our
organist/choirmistress and told her I would
like to join her choir. She looked me up and
down, and then asked if I had had any
training. I told her my background, and then
she said to me very politely, “I do not need
any sopranos right now, but thank you.” No
choir for me. I was a member of that church
for 13 years, but I never was in the choir.

A short time later I got a call on a Friday
morning from a wonderful lady named Jane
Taylor. I had met Jane at a coffee hour after
church. She invited me to come to her group
meeting at the church the next day. She said
that they prayed, studied the Bible, and
worked on service projects when Fr. Joe
asked them to assist. I told her I had the
baby—Adam—and she told me to bring the
baby. They had childcare, and there were
other young mothers she wanted me to
meet. So I agreed to come.
The meeting was a mixture of women of
all ages: young women, young mothers,
middle-aged, and gray-haired—all very
friendly. It was not until the meeting started
that I heard the name of the group: The
Order of the Daughters of the King. When I
heard them say the Motto of the Order, it
struck my heart. I knew then that the Lord
was calling me to be a Daughter of the King.
Several months later I took the training
and was admitted as a Daughter of the King
with my now best friend of 37 years, Nancy
McCann. Like me, Nancy attended the
Thursday night healing services. She played
the guitar and had a lovely voice. We
became fast friends.
Confession time: I did not become a
Daughter of the King for spiritual reasons.
I became a Daughter of the King so I could
have a circle of friends. God took me where
I was, and led me on a journey that I could
never have asked for or imagined.
(Ephesians 3:20)
Scripture says that “We have not
because we ask not; or we ask for the
wrong reasons.” James 4:3. I asked for
godly friends, and God answered my
prayer with POWER.
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A Special Kind of Joy

By Lucy Baker-Dickey, St. Margaret of Scotland Chapter, St. Joseph's Episcopal Church, Boynton Beach, Florida
Do we improve with age? In my case, the
answer is Yes!
Now 85 years old, I am engaged in a huge
effort to be at my best, most of the time. Outside
forces, other people, odd and trying
circumstances, spark the best or worse in me.
Sometimes I start out with a bad impression, and
something or someone—God?— changes my
thinking, and whips me around 360 degrees. This
has happened so frequently that I have come to
depend on this wondrous change to slow down
my first reactions and wait for the gift of grace to
lift me to a better place.
I have bone marrow cancer, valvular heat
disease, a brain tumor, a growth on my liver,
hypertension and a couple of minor ailments, yet I
have no pain, no discomfort. I have no treatment,
other than heart medication and exercise. One day
I will take my final journey, and hopefully, walk
with Jesus, as so many of my friends and family
already have.
My search for purpose in my current
circumstances began fairly recently. In two
unusual circumstances I met someone who
needed me. The secret is to put another person's
need before your own. That's where a special kind
of joy lingers.
Meeting Oscar in the pool at the Fitness Center
was, admittedly, a shock. At 34, Oscar was a
wizened, balding man, who had never moved his
arms or legs, could not speak and appeared
almost totally unresponsive. His mother and
father had taken care of him lovingly all his life.
Now they were trying water therapy. At first, I
was put off by Oscar's appearance and offended
at being in such close proximity with such an
alarming and pitiful person. Usually Oscar,
Oscar's father, and I were the only ones in the
pool. I did my exercises as usual, with Oscar
nearby. Occasionally I felt Oscar's eyes on me. He
was clearly frightened if I got too near and
dropped his head on his chest in embarrassment
and fear. One day Oscar's father left the pool and
went to the whirlpool, turning his back on Oscar.
Immediately I felt panicky.
Oscar wore a bulky life jacket that swung
around as he floated, so his face came
dangerously close to slipping under the water.
Seeing this, I swam over and grabbed his jacket.
Oscar turned to look at me shyly. I thought for an
instant I saw a slight smile. Close up, Oscar's eyes
were deep black and shiny, very soft, and filled
with kindness, and I began to respond with
kindness instead of alarm and distaste. For half an
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hour I played with Oscar, turning him and
sometimes singing softly as if I was cradling a
baby. I felt wonderful being useful. I knew in a
flash that God had shown me how to find
purpose, by simply responding where I was
needed.
My afternoons with Oscar continued for a little
over two months. I got to know his parents and to
admire them immensely. I started to love Oscar as
a friend. I was the only friend Oscar ever had. I
was rewarded with the nicest, calmest, loving
looks from Oscar, who learned to trust me. I
smiled the whole time I was with Oscar. I couldn't
help it. He made me happy.
One day Oscar began to kick his feet and to
move his hands. I wept for joy. Our time together
was a lot more active and meant a lot of splashing
and smiling. Oscar could not make a sound, but
his feelings were apparent in his face.
Then, suddenly it was over. I never saw Oscar
again. I will never forget him. I know that he is
close to God, maybe even with him now. What
Oscar did for me was immense—once I made the
effort to do something for him.
Again, two days ago, God gave me a chance to
be useful to someone in need. When I stopped at
a red light on my way home, a car came barreling
through the light and struck another car with an
aged white haired man inside. A thousand parts
went flying. The car that ran the light careened in
front of me, hit a pole and came to a halt. Quickly
I pulled off the road and hurried to the
demolished car. Someone helped me pull the door
open. Inside steam was coming from the
dashboard and the air bags. A 23 year old girl had
slid into the passenger seat, wide eyed and
terrified. Her head was gashed and bleeding. Her
right foot was bent oddly, obviously broken.
Blood dripped down her left arm. I spoke to her
gently and got into the driver's seat to take hold of
her hands. She grabbed them and squeezed
tightly in desperation, her eyes full of terror.
Firmly I told her God was with her and I
prayed for her out loud, never letting go of her
hands. Her name was Carmela. I kept on praying
and comforting Carmela until the paramedics
arrived. The paramedic who took my place was
just as calm and gentle.
I look forward to the next incident where I
may make a difference by my small gift, given to
me by His gracious hand. God has gifted me with
the Gift of Giving. My heart is full. I pray that
yours will be also.
With Love, In Christ's Holy Light,
Lucy (Lucia) Baker

Self-Denial Grant Enables Future Teacher to
Continue Education

Ana Lucrecia Carrero Lopez, center, is shown with missionaries Dr. Tom and Mrs. Dianne
Schiefer before their recent return to North Carolina from Guatemala.
Ana Lucrecia Carrero Lopez's future
appeared bleak after two years of crop failure
on her family farm in Monte Cristo,
Guatemala. Although she studied hard and
was at the top of her class, she was forced to
drop out of Magisterio, a boarding school
several villages away, and return home to help
on the family farm.
St. Christopher's Episcopal DOK of
Elizabethtown, North Carolina, a chapter just
formed in 2011, learned of Ana's plight
through two missionaries for whom the
church had provided some support over the
past five years, Dr. Tom and Mrs. Dianne
Schiefer. The Schiefers had recently returned
from Guatemala, working with farmers in
animal husbandry, through Global CHE
Enterprises.

The chapter applied for and received a
national Self-Denial Fund Grant in the
amount of $1,300, beginning in January 2013,
to sponsor the remaining two years of Ana's
formal education. That money, at the rate of
$54 American dollars per month, is paying for
her school tuition, books, supplies, room and
board until she completes her studies in 2015.
After being back in school for a year, Ana is
on track to graduate from Instituto Nacional
De Education Divercificda Barrio La
Esperanza Champerico and return to her
village as Monte Cristo's sole teacher. She has
continued to be the top student in her class as
well as participating in extracurricular
activities—one being dress design. The
exemplary young lady expressed her
gratitude through two letters to St.
Christopher's DOK.
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Alpha Fund Ingathering
Last year the Alpha Fund spent $23,468 in
supporting the Junior Daughters program.
Alpha Fund has assisted with retreats,
covered the costs of establishing new
chapters, and provided study and activity
materials for Juniors. This year the total
amount disbursed will come to $12,325.

Small grants have also purchased Bibles
and devotionals for Junior Daughters. In 2012
Juniors were 2% of DOK membership in the
U.S. Now we are 4%. The study materials
that Alpha Fund has provided and the
activities it subsidizes have contributed to
that growth.

Because Alpha monies have subsidized
expenses for activity materials and food at
retreats, more Junior Daughters were able to
take part. Retreats allow girls to experience
the love and friendship that comes from the
larger sisterhood of Junior Daughters outside
of their own parish. Retreats help them
deepen their relationship with God and
broaden their understanding of prayer.

This year the Alpha Fund has committed
$5,000 to help reduce the cost of the Junior
Directress Retreat, enabling more Junior
Directresses to come together to develop
programs for Junior Daughters, and in many
other ways enhance the entire Junior
Daughters ministry.

Alpha funds have paid for study guides
and handbooks to help more girls become
Junior Daughters, and have assisted with the
costs associated with various service projects.

When you pull out the envelope in this
issue and consider about how much to
contribute to the Alpha Fund, think about
your daughters and granddaughters and
how they could benefit. Thank you for your
generous support.

Checks designated to the Master’s Fund should be sent to the
National Office with a Contribution Form.
The Form can be downloaded from our
website. On the website, under ”Service,”
scroll and select “Donation submission.”

You can also use the envelope
in this issue of The Royal Cross.

Contributions of any size are welcome!
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Found Treasures
By Ellen Snyder, St. Gabriel Chapter
The Episcopal Church of St. Gabriel the Archangel
Cherry Hills Village, Colorado

Our treasures come from so many places!
One of mine came from my Mom's jewelry box
that I discovered after she died. My Daddy had
asked my sister, Ann, and me to divide our
Mom's jewelry. Many beautiful and wonderful
pieces…some lovely crosses and one that was
very different that I chose to keep. I had no
idea why at the time. Perhaps it was because it
was attached to a small bar with my
Grandmother's initials on it. All this took place
back East where I grew up.
Some years later we arrived at St. Gabriel.
Almost the first Sunday we were here I saw my
friend and neighbor Paula Stein wearing a
cross like my treasure! I couldn't imagine I
would ever see a cross like my Grandmother's!
Paula soon had me excited about becoming a
Daughter of the King! One just never knows
how the Holy Spirit works in our lives!

Only One Other
By Grace Sears, National Archivist
Lyn Zolman, Province VI President, had me
excited too when she forwarded this article and
photo from the February 2014 newsletter of
Ellen Snyder's church. The Archives Room in
the Margaret J. Franklin Center has one cross
on display of the same vintage as Ellen
Snyder's, but the loop at the top is no longer
attached to a bar. We know of only one other
cross still attached to a bar with the original
owner's initials. “Camille's Cross” was featured
on the cover of the Royal Cross in 2009 (Vol.
76.4-March) and is in the keeping of Camille
Wright Cook, the original owner's
granddaughter. We know where and
approximately when Camille Tunstall Searcy
became a Daughter of the King: shortly after
she married in 1890 she joined Christ Church,
Tuscaloosa, Alabama, where a very early
chapter formed. At that time the Royal Cross
offered two styles of the silver “badge”: a silver
pin, one inch square, or a pendant cross
attached to a bar, on which the owner's initials
could be engraved. The second option was
more expensive, and very soon it ceased to be
offered. Evidently Ellen Snyder's Grandmother

Brigham, who lived in Tulsa, Oklahoma,
chose the more expensive option when she
became a Daughter of the King in the 1890s.
Today both her cross and her commitment to
prayer and service are the heritage of her
granddaughter in Colorado!
If you compare your own cross to the one in
the photo, you can identify several key
differences, aside from the loop at the top and
the bar with initials. For one thing, at the end
of each bar of the cross there is a sharp point.
That did not change until women complained
about it in the early 1920s. The line across the
end of each bar marking the base of the
“flower” is curved, not straight. Only the
earliest crosses have that curved line. The
initials FHS are all the same size, straight up
and down, while later crosses enlarged the H,
reduced the letters on either side, and changed
the straight lines to curved ones. Finally, look
at the word “Magnamiter” on your own cross.
The last part of the word turns upward into the
top bar. On the oldest crosses, “Magnamiter” is
written straight across into the right hand bar,
although as in the photo there may be
ornamental lines on the top bar.
Ellen Snyder's grandmother Brigham
bequeathed her a rare treasure indeed!
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St. Luke's, Fieles a Jesus, and DOKs in Cuba
By Lydia Bush, St. Luke's Charismata Chapter
DOK Cuba Country Coordinator
St. Luke's Cuba Committee Secretary
Live Oak, Florida
Over the past two years, St. Luke's
Episcopal Church of Live Oak, Florida, has
rekindled its relationship with our companion
church—Fieles a Jesus Iglesia in Matanzas,
Cuba. Given the difficulty of communicating
with our sister church in Cuba, our companion
relationship had become inactive. Then about
five years ago Deacon Phyllis Doty came to St.
Luke's from Texas. She speaks fluent Spanish,
thus paving the way to open communication
with Mother Tulia Sanchez, the current priest
of Fieles a Jesus Iglesia.
Two years ago St. Luke's sent four of us to
Matanzas: Deacon Phyllis, Tony and Tammy
Williams and their daughter Laine Fletcher.
They took items donated to fill a list of needs
for the parish that Mother Tulia had supplied.
We found the parish to be God's people
living in difficult conditions. Their spirit of
love and hospitality was evidenced in the
wonderful way they treated our missionaries.
Yet since working people in Cuba earn so little,
the church structure was in desperate need of
repair. Mother Tulia receives a mere $20 a
month for her services—the normal salary for
all occupations in Cuba. Retirees receive a bag
of rice and beans to eat each month. Churches
and families must help the elderly to survive.
Once Deacon Phyllis had more understanding of Fieles a Jesus' real needs, St. Luke's
rector (the Rev. Canon Don Woodrum) began
to challenge our parishioners to help in
tangible ways. The third Sunday of each month
has been designated Cuba Sunday. From these
donations, St. Luke's wires money each month
for Mother Tulia's discretionary fund and for
improving the old church building and
infrastructure.
Fieles a Jesus Iglesia is the oldest Episcopal
Church in Cuba, built in 1883. The sanctuary is
absolutely breathtaking as you enter: an
enormous wooden cross is suspended from the
ceiling over the beautiful old wood altar! Large
windows open to allow any breeze to blow
through.
Mother Tulia and her husband Osmani live
with their two daughters (Susanna and Sara) in
quarters above the church. Structural issues
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allowed rain to pour through the upstairs to
the sanctuary and parish hall below. With
money sent from St. Luke's, the broken roof
and the inadequate septic system have now
been repaired.
Another goal was to remodel several vacant
rooms into short-term living quarters. The
rooms now have bathrooms, showers, and
beds. They will be a sanctuary for those in
need in their community as well as guest
rooms for visitors.
In July 2013 Deacon Phyllis, with myself
and three others, brought 10 suitcases of
supplies to Matanzas. Thinking we were
missionaries to Fieles a Jesus, we found that
the love they gave us far exceeded all that we
brought to them. Their gracious hospitality
throughout the five days still warms our
hearts!
Ann Thompson and I also brought the
women of the church a message from DOK
President Pam Runyon. Tears flowed as
Deacon Phyllis translated the letter. God's
presence was palpable as they realized many
women were praying for them. Several who
were there decided to form a chapter, and
received help from Emily Thrasher
(International Chair), Bishop Skilton
(International DOK Chaplain) and others.
Early this year the Rt. Rev. Griselda Delgado,
Bishop of Cuba, admitted four women from
Fieles a Jesus into the Order. St. Luke's chapter
is in regular contact with them via Deacon
Phyllis's monthly phone calls to Mother Tulia.

Missionaries from sister parish assemble the
first water filtration system.

Clean water now is freely offered to all in Matanzas, Cuba.
In 2013 we realized that no one could drink
the water from faucets in Matanzas without
treating it first. For many, the cost of treating it
kept them from having an adequate daily
supply of drinking water. We stayed in guest
rooms in the Baptist Church (Mother Tulia's
brother-in-law is the pastor). From our second
and third story rooms we watched a steady
flow of people of all ages come to the door and
ask permission to fill their water bottles. Most
walked considerable distances to have water to
drink that day.
On our way home we asked ourselves what
we could do to install a water filtration system
at Fieles a Jesus. Father Don set up a Cuba
Committee. Funds were raised through a silent
auction and a committee researched water
filtration systems. The DOK chapter applied
for a Self-Denial grant. We later learned that
the Steve Goodman Financial Group would
provide $2,000 in grant money through the
Self-Denial Fund to help provide pure drinking
water in Matanzas. Praise God for His
bountiful blessings and grace!
St. Luke's Assistant Priest, Father George
Hinchliffe, led a third mission trip in
November 2013, bringing skills and tools to
build a new staircase and install two small
filtration systems. These men stayed in the new

dorm rooms and gave the parishioners access
to pure drinking water. Fieles a Jesus Iglesia
now opens its doors for water every evening
for two hours.
The church, which started with a group of
six people, currently serves around 100
parishioners in a city of 150,000. This will be
their community outreach to those who may
not attend church but need pure drinking
water.
The goal of the mission trip this November
is to set up a large water filtration system that
will purify the water currently coming through
their pipes. We will train the parishioners to
use and maintain this system. The cost of the
system, filters, shipping costs and travel for
five will be approximately $10,000. There will
also be ongoing costs of maintenance including
filters.
Mother Tulia and her parish are reaching
out to those who are as thirsty for Christ in
their lives as they are thirsty for clean water to
drink. Thanks Be to God that we can be a part
of His ministry to His people!
For more information on the Diocese of
Cuba see the following website:
http://episcopaldigitalnetwork.com/ens/2014/0
2/28/episcopal-church-of-cuba-adopts-threeyear-strategic-plan/
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FROM THE ROYAL CROSS NEWS EDITOR

By Pamela Sebura

Too Much of a Good Thing!
Congratulations to all of you who are
submitting news articles through our website.
The new method has been so successful that
we often have too many submissions for the
current edition of the Royal Cross. So what
happens then? We have been holding the extra
submissions for Around the Provinces until the
next edition.
Often, then, the chapters that submitted
their information are disappointed. They were
excited about their news and want to know
what happened to their article. The editors
were excited also because more and more
chapters and diocesan assemblies have been
submitting news and photos, and it is
fascinating to hear what is happening all over
the country. Too much news to fit in the
magazine is a wonderful problem to have!
To meet the demand, the editors have
decided to set priorities. Starting with the
Winter 2015 edition of the Royal Cross (deadline
Dec. 1) we will limit chapter news to articles
about chapter service projects and new
chapters forming. If your article features new
members admitted to your chapter, it will be
posted on the Around the Province section of
the redesigned web page at
www.doknational.com This new section of our
website is still in development, but will be
ready later this fall.
We will continue to print news about
diocesan assembly events and province
gatherings in the Royal Cross.
Mailed or e-mailed news will no longer be
accepted—it's too hard to keep track of items
in multiple formats. But online submission is
quite easy! When Daughters have called me to
figure out how to use the online submission
form, here are the directions I use to help them:
Type www.doknational.com into the
address line as if you were looking for
something on the Internet. This will take you to
our Home Page.
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Hover over “Resources” on the homepage
and you will see a drop-down list with “The
Royal Cross” at the top. When you click on this
link, it takes you to the Royal Cross page.
At the top of this new page is a link to the
submission form, entitled “Around the
Provinces.” Click on “Around the Provinces” to
open the submission form.
Please complete all areas of the form or
your article may be held over until we have the
complete information. If you do not know
some of the information please contact your
Diocesan Assembly President or your priest.
Upload the picture—remember that it must
be larger than 200KB, so do not resize the
picture before attaching it. Click the
“Browse…” button to search for and select
your JPG picture file from your computer; the
file name will display in the box to the left of
the Browse button. Remember to add the
caption to the text box along with your article.
Usually we only have room in each issue for
one picture per event or chapter, so chose the
picture that tells your story the best.
Look at the area/picture at the bottom and
type the words or numbers you see in the
picture. Click on the Submit button at the
bottom of the page.
It then comes to my inbox at
royalcrossnews@doknational.org and I check it
for the information accuracy and picture size.
Once this has happened I will forward the
information to Ann Holmes who is responsible
for the final copy and layout of the Royal Cross.
We look forward to hearing about new
chapters and chapter projects, as well as about
diocesan assembly and province events before
the December 1 deadline for the winter issue. If
you submit news after that it may end up in
the spring or summer issue.

AROUND THE PROVINCES: PROVINCE I

Province I Holds Retreat in May
“Busy Life, Peaceful Center”
was the title of the annual
Province I Assembly Retreat,
May 23-24, 2014, at the
Genesis Spiritual Conference
Center in Westfield,
Massachusetts. Jane Redmont
(in red on far left) led the group
in an exploration of how we
can deepen our lives through
prayer. DOK from Vermont,
Western Massachusetts, and
Connecticut were blessed with
the presence of several
National Council Members,
including our National
President, Pam Runyon (on
floor, front and center.)

AROUND THE PROVINCES: PROVINCE II

Province II Meets in Greenwich, New York

Province II held its Spring Assembly at the Christ the King Spiritual Life Center in Greenwich, New
York, on May 16-18, 2014. Around 60 Daughters were in attendance. The theme, Shining the Light
of Christ, was enacted as they read St. Francis of Assisi's Prayer at the Stations of the Cross using
flashlights. For Saturday night's healing service at the pond, lighted candles were released into the
water. Several new Chapters were represented among the many returning Daughters.
Summer/Fall
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AROUND THE PROVINCES: PROVINCE III

Diocese of Maryland Spring Assembly was at
All Saints' Episcopal Church in Frederick,

All Saints, Frederick,
Hosts Diocesan Assembly
Maryland, on April 12, 2014. Diocesan
Assembly President Carole Novian presented
“Women of the Resurrection.” Special guest
speaker was the Rev. Columba Gilliss,
Chaplain of the InSpired Daughters of All
Saints' Chapter. Mother Gilliss spoke about
the twists and turns in her life that led her to
become one of the first female priests in the
Episcopal Church on January 20, 1977.
Sara Brownlowe was presented with gifts to
honor her for service; she served six years as
president and five years as treasurer for the
Daughters Assembly in Maryland. Anne Gross
was installed as the new treasurer for the
Maryland Assembly.

Ruth Chapter Chartered at St. Paul's, Alexandria
On Sunday, January 5, 2014, a new chapter
at St. Paul's Episcopal Church in Alexandria,
Virginia, joined the DOK fold. Five new
Daughters were installed after completing their
classes under the direction of chapter president
Carolyn Backus. Carolyn and her husband Joe
moved to Alexandria from West Virginia in
recent years and Carolyn, a longtime Daughter
(as is her mother), soon began initial
conversations to form a new chapter.
St. Paul's, designed by famed architect
Benjamin Latrobe (who also designed the U.S.
Capitol Building in Washington, D.C.), was
established in 1809. Like much of Old Town
Alexandria, the church has a rich and vibrant
history. One of its longtime parishioners, Ruth
Lincoln Kaye, is a lifelong historian who
lovingly and painstakingly researched and
chronicled St. Paul's 205-year history. The
result is a two-volume book The History of St.
Paul's Episcopal Church. Through the years,
Ruth had published many additional articles
and books, including The Legends and Folk Tales
of Old Alexandria. The new DOK chapter chose
its name to honor Ruth for all she did during
her nearly 70 years as a parishioner at St. Paul's
and for her devotion to keeping alive the city's
history. Ruth Lincoln Kaye had relocated to
Charlottesville to live close to her daughter
before her death this summer.
The chapter learned recently that St. Paul's
had a DOK chapter in the early part of the 20th
century. The new chapter, however, is already
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at work serving the church: Some of the
chapter's special services include leading a
Lenten bible study, hosting a special Mothers
and Daughters tea in May, and helping to
launder and iron the acolyte robes.

New charter members in the first two rows are,
from left front: Karen Hammons, Claire Gregory,
Amy Olson, middle row: Christy Hollywood, and
Cele Garrett. Special guests at the chartering
included, from left, in the back row: Sheryl Sims,
from St. Mark's, Alexandria, Josephine Bakhita
Chapter; Jane Gilcrest, Christ Church, Alexandria;
the Rev. Sam Mason of St. Paul's; Ruth Chapter
President Carolyn Backus; Alma Bright, David's
Church, Ashburn, St. Rose Chapter; and Donna
Dettmann, Diocesan Assembly President.

AROUND THE PROVINCES: PROVINCE IV

Esther Junior Chapter Chartered

The senior Daughters chapter at Church of
the Holy Comforter had been praying for a
very long time that someone would be moved
to start a chapter for the young ladies of the
church. The answer came in the form of a new
parishioner and Daughter who recently moved
from Texas, Olivia Sporinsky. Olivia had no
problem finding a co-directress in Cathy
Mulloy. In August of 2013, an ice-cream social
was held and several young ladies attended to
learn about forming a Junior Daughters
chapter. The girls were asked to think of
possibilities for a chapter name, and at the
same time all declared Esther should be the
chapter name.
After their Service of Preparation, they
began their study in September and took their
time working through the study guides,
especially the section on prayer. The girls
learned to pray using Anglican prayer beads,
praying by doodling, and praying to the Holy
Spirit.
Their first service project was to plant
flowers in a somewhat neglected bed in front
of the church office. They planted pansies to
brighten up the space through the fall and
winter, and they also planted tulips and
daffodils for a spring surprise for the office
staff. The girls will be expanding bulb planting
this fall in the same area.
On February 23, 2014, the Esther Chapter of
the Junior Daughters was chartered at the

Church of the Holy Comforter in Sumter,
South Carolina. The South Carolina assembly,
President Nancy Barutio presented the charter.
Charter members are Betsy Noyes, Becka
Noyes, Bella Crowe, Ann Grace Jacocks, Kenya
Flippin, Taylor Ward, Sudie Grace Cromer,
Taryn Sporinsky and Kerstin Sporinsky.
The weekend following the admission
service, Cathy and Olivia took 8 of the 9
Juniors to a diocesan women's retreat. There
were special activities for the Juniors as well as
a special session with Susan Yates. The girls
stayed up way too late in their cabin
overlooking the ocean. The girls and
Directresses bonded, prayed, ate, and had fun
in one of the most spiritual places they had
ever been.
The girls had prayed about a service project
that would benefit the children of the
community and chose to participate in Project
Linus. They spent a Saturday in June making
fleece blankets to be donated to Project Linus.
The blankets will be given to fire departments,
hospitals, and other groups who assist
children. In just 2 hours they cut and tied 9
blankets to be donated. The Juniors were
assisted by fleece donations from senior
chapter members. A much-admired senior
Daughter, Sue McDuffie, cut fringes for the
girls to tie.
This fall this new Esther chapter will
welcome more girls!
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AROUND THE PROVINCES: PROVINCE IV

Chapter Officers Assembly in Huntsville

Daughters in the Episcopal Diocese of Alabama gathered at St. Stephens Episcopal Church, Huntsville,
Alabama, on April 5, 2014, for their Spring Chapter Officers Assembly. The Rt. Rev. Santosh Marray,
Assistant Bishop of Alabama, joined the DOK, delivering a dynamic message on prayer, service, and
evangelism. The assembly culminated with the Service of Holy Eucharist led by the Rev. Susan Sloan.

Diocese Holds Assembly at Emmanuel Center
About 50 DOKs in West Tennessee attended an
amazing Spring Assembly on April 26, 2014.
Meeting at Emmanuel Center, Director Fr. Colenzo
Hubbard spoke about the center's life-changing
work with children in one of the poorest zip codes
in the country through their programs of
education, health (including sports) and
spirituality. He told us how the prayers of DOK
have been an important part of this ministry since
its founding 25 years ago. Daughters participated
in a Torch Relay by seeing the variety of ways
each chapter fulfills vows of prayer and service.
Informative poster boards created by each chapter
were displayed. Daughters created a video to
share with Daughters around the world. They also
“Walked in the Spirit” around the track in
Emmanuel Center's gym. Three ladies in
Emmanuel Church's choir touched hearts with
music during the Eucharist, especially their
anthem “Sisters.” Mary Magdalene Chapter
hosted the assembly and provided a delicious
lunch. This spring the Diocesan Assembly in West
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Tennessee admitted new Daughters at Calvary,
Memphis; Grace, Paris; and Annunciation,
Cordova; and joyfully welcomed our second
junior chapter, at St. George's, Germantown.

AROUND THE PROVINCES: PROVINCE IV

Grace Church, Paris, Welcomes 3 on Pentecost
Daughters
welcomed three new
members at Grace
Church, Paris,
Tennessee, on
Pentecost. Since
weather prevented
the service and
picnic being held in
a park, everyone
enjoyed the
Eucharist and
indoor picnic in the
parish hall.

Jacksonville Cathedral Admits 5 Members

On Sunday, March 23, 2014, the Very Rev. Kate Moorehead, Dean of Saint John's Cathedral, in
Jacksonville, Florida, presented Daughter of the King crosses to five new members of the St. John
Chapter. The new members were welcomed with a reception in Taliaferro Hall, which included a
lovely cake with the official motto and symbol. The new members are Joyce Ann Barnes, Megan
Ann Cochran, Martha Beth Cox, Plyarat Amanda Sridosome, and Beth Wilson. St. John Chapter
has 50 members. Pictured with new and old members of the chapter are Diocesan Assembly
President Margaret Kidd and Diocesan Second Vice-President/Treasurer Jean Stegall.
Summer/Fall
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AROUND THE PROVINCES: PROVINCE IV

Martha and Mary Chapter Welcomes New Rector

On May 7, 2014, Martha and Mary Chapter at St. James Episcopal, Leesburg, Florida, welcome
their new rector, Fr. Thomas Trees. Seated, from left front, are Jean Baynes, Janet Davis, Helen
Williams, Ann Ozanne, Roberta McBride, Carolyn Lyons, and Arlene Statts. Back row includes
Dorothy Vedder, Marilyn DuBrul, Katherine Oestreich, Iris Stone, Fr. Thomas Trees, Mary Jane
Sprauer, Shirley Dunne, and Shirley Fiebke.

Mary and Martha Chapter Celebrates 20 Years

The Mary and Martha Chapter at St. James the Fisherman in Shallotte, North Carolina, celebrated
its 20th anniversary in May with a special service of celebration and rededication written for the
occasion by our Chaplain Fr. Dave Davis. The chapter, which was chartered on May 1, 1994, with
eight members, currently has 20 members who enjoy serving Christ and His church.
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AROUND THE PROVINCES: PROVINCE IV

St. Agnes Chapter Installs Chaplain

St. Agnes Chapter of Sebring, Florida, was pleased to install Fr. Scott Walker as Chapter Chaplain on
April 27, 2014, at St. Agnes Episcopal Church. Fr. Scott has been very supportive of their mission and a
welcomed spiritual guide to our Order. Picture, from left, are Wanda Bennett, Dorothy Overbey, Nancy
Brockway, Dorothy Ridley, Marcia Allen, Fr. Scott Walker, Ollie Prior, Renee Wells, and Karen Cruttenden.

SW Deanery, Central Florida, Meets

Approximately 35 Daughters attended a spring deanery meeting at St. Paul's Episcopal Church on
May 17, 2014, in Winter Haven, Florida. The meeting was for the southwest deanery of the DOK
Central Florida Assembly. Women from DOK chapters of seven area churches attended: Holy Cross
Episcopal Church of Winter Haven (Holy Cross Chapter); Holy Trinity Episcopal Church of Bartow
(Roses of Sharon Chapter); St. Agnes Episcopal Church of Sebring (St. Agnes Chapter); St. David's
Episcopal Church of Lakeland (Bishop Conkling Chapter); St. Francis of Assisi Anglican Episcopal
Church of Lake Placid (St. Francis Chapter); St. Mark's Episcopal Church of Haines City (Gertrude
Damm Chapter); and the host church St. Paul's Episcopal Church of Winter Haven (St. Paul Chapter).
They were also honored to have the Rev. Canon Nelson W. Pinder, DD, LHD and Krisita Jackson,
President of Central Florida Assembly, in attendance.
The meeting featured a coffee reception, Holy Eucharist, an exercise called “praying in color,”
and lunch. It provided a wonderful opportunity for area DOK members to become re-acquainted
or newly-acquainted.
Summer
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AROUND THE PROVINCES: PROVINCE IV

Chapter at St. Paul's, Savannah, Admits 4

Pictured are, from left, Deacon Sue Gahagan, Cynthia R. Bignault, Sarah
Omelia Donahoo, Muriel “Mimi” Ferrell, Brenda Patricia Gilchrist and
Chapter President Deanna Cross.
Our Lady of Walsingham Chapter was
established in the 1960s at St. Paul's Episcopal
Church, Savannah, Georgia. The chapter
currently is experiencing growth. Spring 2013,
saw two new Daughters, Kay Tucker and Kathy
Fischer admitted, and one readmitted, Elsie Clark.
On May 11, 2014, four new Daughters were
admitted into the Order: Cynthia Rahn Bignault,
Sarah Omelia Donahoo, Muriel “Mimi” Ferrell
and Brenda Patricia Gilchrist. The ceremony was
conducted by the Very Rev. Dr. William
Willoughby III, Rector and Dean of Savannah,

with assistance from the Rev. Susan E. Gahagan,
Deacon and Chapter Chaplain, and Diocesan
Assembly President Mary Dawson. Following the
service, all were invited to a reception which
honored the new Daughters and celebrated
Mother's Day.
The chapter is busy studying “Women in the
Bible,” making preparation for a Quiet Day in the
spring and planning a working meeting on
pastoral care. Current officers are President
Deanna Cross, Vice-president Jan Carter,
Secretary Lu Riley, and Treasurer Lynda Welch.

St. Andrew's Chapter, Canton, Welcomes 3
On April 27, 2014, two new Daughters and one
transferring member were admitted by the
Rector to the St. Andrew's Chapter at St.
Andrew's on-the-Hill Episcopal in Canton,
North Carolina. It was a joyous occasion for
which the chapter offered a coffee hour
reception to honor the new members. At the
meetings this year the chapter has been
studying the “Continuing the Journey, The
Spiritual Formation Guide,” led by the
members. They have also provided for and
organized the Advent 2013 and Good Friday
Prayer Vigils, and provided pew prayer request
cards for the congregation.
Pictured are, front from left: new Daughters
Pam Shaw and Melissa Moss; row 2: Jan
Kuykendall, Jeanne Morton, Lois Lynn and Fr.
Timothy McRee; row 3: Jane Gladden, Lucy
Harrison, President Mary Morehouse and new
transfer, Connie Mozelewski.
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AROUND THE PROVINCES: PROVINCE IV

Holy Spirit Chapter Welcomes 8 Members
On February 23, 2014, at St.
James Episcopal Church in
Lake City, Florida, Chapter
President Patty Roper
presented eight new Daughters
to the Rev. Douglas Hodson, to
be received into the Holy Spirit
Chapter. They are, from left,
Lynn Moore, Anne Skinner,
Sandy Tieman, Karen Pigg,
Ella Mae Jones, Marilyn
Rossberg, Samantha
Chamberlain, and Beverly
Dillashaw. Patty Roper served
a celebration cake in their
honor.

St. Margaret's Installs Chaplain,
Honors Seminarian

December 22, 2013, was a special day of celebration for St. Margaret Chapter of St. Margaret's
Church in Waxhaw, North Carolina. The Rev. Deacon Susie Bruno was installed as the Chapter
Chaplain by the Rev. Todd Dill. Deacon Susie, also a Daughter of the King, was presented a DOK
Chaplain's cross.
The second special event was a visit by Richmond Jones, a seminary student at University of the
South, along with his parents and fiancé. The Daughters pray daily for him and send cards and
notes of encouragement on a regular basis. Richmond was given an inspirational book signed by
all the Daughters of the chapter. Pictured are members of DOK with Richmond Jones and the Rev.
Deacon Susie Bruno at the right.
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AROUND THE PROVINCES: PROVINCE IV

Christmas Stockings filled by St. Anne's in Florida
Daughters of St. Anne's Chapter of St.
Anne's Episcopal Church in Crystal River,
Florida, are shown filling Christmas stockings
for young parish members. The stockings were
given out by St. Nicholas at a Sunday service
before Christmas. This was a great success as
the youth eventually presented the chapter with
a large card-like poster of thanks and other
symbols added by the appreciative group. Left
to right are Betty Yerxa , Nada Jones, Pat
Dickerson, Bobbe Hartong, Diane Kraft, Judy
Larsen, and Roberta Zerbe

Six New Juniors
for Naomi Chapter
The six new Juniors admitted on May 19,
2013, to the Naomi Chapter at St.
Timothy's Episcopal Church, Decatur,
Georgia, are Imani Harris, Natasha Reid,
Dominique Cousins, Alixis Dumorney,
Stephanie Cameron, and Olivia
Johnson. Each new Junior was
presented by a member of the Esther
senior chapter at St. Timothy's.

Christ Church,
Valdosta,
Hosts Georgia
Annual Meeting
The Southwestern Convocation of the
Daughters of the King met at Christ Episcopal
Church in Valdosta, Georgia, on November 16,
2013, for their annual meeting. The El Nino
Chapter from Christ Episcopal Church hosted
the brunch and meeting. From left are El Nino
chapter members Bennie Rose Stewart and
Pat Bezona, Georgia Diocesan Assembly
President Mary Dawson, and Sandy Allen of
St. Margaret of Scotland Chapter in Moultrie,
Georgia.
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AROUND THE PROVINCES: PROVINCE V

Mary & Martha Chapter Installs Officers

Mary & Martha Chapter, Carmel, Indiana, installed new officers and ended the year in celebration
of their 8th birthday as a chapter. New officers serving a new two-year term are: Carole Notaras,
president; Cathy Scott, vice president; Berill Johnson, secretary; and Faith Tomich, treasurer. Their
installation conducted by Fr. Steve Fales, Rector of St. Christopher's Episcopal Church, officially
recognized their acceptance to serve on Saturday, May 10, 2014.
The Mary & Martha Chapter continues to refine and build its service to St. Christopher's through
Young at Heart monthly luncheons and funeral receptions at the church. The year concludes with
attention to collection of National dues, ongoing work to create a banner for the chapter, and
summer planning to reconvene meetings beginning September 2014.

New Banner for Lenten Rose Chapter

The Lenten
Rose Chapter
of St. Paul's in
Medina, Ohio,
dedicated their
banner made
by Pamela
Mahn in
February 2014.
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AROUND THE PROVINCES: PROVINCE VI

Colorado Assembly Annual Spring Retreat

The Rev. Martie McMahn was the speaker for Colorado
Assembly's Annual Spring Retreat May 2-4, 2014, at Cathedral
Ridge Conference Center near Woodland Park, Colorado.
Some 60 Daughters attended from throughout Colorado. Rev.
Martie's teachings were based on her book, Living Grace:
Spiritual Growth in the Every Day World. In the picture, Rev.
Martie is just behind Colorado Assembly President Nancy
Severin, who is kneeling in front.

Chapter Reactivated
in Sedalia, Colorado

Grace Chapter in
Montana Welcomes 2
Grace Chapter at Church of the Incarnation,
Great Falls, Montana, was blessed with two
new members, Eddie Wilson and Robin
Hometchko, in November 2013. Pictured are,
front from left: Laverne Knowles, Nona Munroe,
Eddie Wilson, the Rev. Timothy Ljunggren,
Robin Hometchko and Vi Stahlecker; and in
back: Jeanette Baird and Cheryl Quintero.
Other members include Gail Bernard, Renee
Neste, Gwen Tigart, and Norabeth Trinastich.

On April, 6, 2014, St. Philip-in-the-Field
Episcopal Church in Sedalia, Colorado,
celebrated reactivation of their St. Philip-in-theField Chapter. Regional Representative, Joyce
Culwell and companion Daughters, Lindsay
Leaman and Pat Jackson from St. Timothy's
Episcopal Church in Centennial, Colorado,
provided their training. Pictured are, from left:
Chapter President Jean Newcomb, installing
priest, Fr. Tom Miles, new member, Barbara
Hall and member Helene Erhart. Not shown is
member Helen Hooper who died after taking
her vows.
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AROUND THE PROVINCES: PROVINCE VII

Little Flower Chapter Receives Charter

On May 18, 2014, Trinity Episcopal Church of The Woodlands, Texas, received its charter for its new Junior
Daughters of the King chapter from Jackie Eckersley, Houston Diocesan Directress for DOK. Jackie said
that Trinity's Little Flower chapter is the 16th Junior Daughters chapter in the state of Texas. Nine girls, ages
7 through 11, were admitted as members. Two of these girls, Abby and Emilie Choate, became fourth
generation members of their family to join the Order of the Daughters of the King. Adding to the uniqueness
of this event, two mother/daughter teams were admitted at this same service: Jessica and Camille Earl and
Cindy and Lily Taylor, shown at right. The Co-Directresses for the Little Flower chapter are Judy Isphording
and Cindy Taylor. Their chaplain is Molly Carr, and Father Gerry Sevick is the Rector of Trinity Episcopal.

St. Brigid Junior Chapter Welcomes Trio

On Mother's Day, a trio of girls
was admitted into the St. Brigid
Junior Chapter at St. Chad's
Episcopal Church in
Albuquerque, New Mexico. The
chapter now includes a total of 7
girls from the Cathedral of St.
John and 2 from St. Chad's. The
girls work together on service
projects and learn about prayer
disciplines such as the Anglican
Rosary. Welcome to Lydia Hill,
Catherine Lehoucq, and Jena
Peterson. They were joined by
Garland Vinson and Courtenay
Leonard from the Cathedral for
the picture. Thanks to Kat
Vinson, Martha Ernest, Peggy
Way, and Dawn Goodman who
worked with the new girls and
the chapter during their training.
Thanks to Mother Jan Hosea
who officiated at St. Chad's.
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AROUND THE PROVINCES: PROVINCE VII

Diocese of Rio Grande Reinstitutes Chapter

The Holy Spirit has been actively working in the Daughters of the King of the Diocese of the Rio
Grande. The Redeeming Grace Chapter at Grace Church, Carlsbad, New Mexico, was reinstituted
on March 30, 2014. Five women of the church have been meeting in discernment since the first of
the year. A new chapter is also in formation at St. James, Taos, and will be chartered this summer.
Several chapters around the Diocese have new Daughters as well. Pictured are front, from left,
Marta Gallegos (President), Janet Bloom, Barbara Weaver (Treasurer), Bernice Fox, Sara
Stephens (Secretary), and her daughter, Annal Stephens. In back are Diocesan Assembly
President Cynthia Davis and Fr. Rod Hurst, Rector of Grace Church.

Miriam Chapter Welcomes 3 Generations
An unusual and glorious installation of
Daughters of the King was held at St.
John's Episcopal Church in Oklahoma
City on Pentecost Sunday. Three
generations of one family were admitted
in The Order of the Daughters of the King
during the Sunday Eucharistic service. Fr.
David Stock of St. John's presided over
the event for Waneima “Nema” Maney,
her daughter Kim Jackson and Kim's
daughter Miranda Faircloth. Diocesan
DOK President Sylvia Crucet, presented
the new members with their Daughters'
crosses. “I have never seen three
generations of one family become
Daughters at one time,” Chapter
President Nancy Steward said. “It is
unique for our chapter, making this an
incredibly special event.”
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All Souls Chapter Dedicates Banner, Honors Designer
Designed by Daughter Meredith Wilcox, who died in
the spring of 2013 before it was completed, this banner
was lovingly stitched by Cheryl Melton, a member of the
Altar Guild at All Souls Church in Oklahoma City,
Oklahoma. Meredith Wilcox, a several-decade DOK,
designed the banner during the last year of her life, as a
gift to her chapter, which is only a few years old. She was
thrilled when All Souls' formed a DOK chapter because
she had been a Daughter-at-Large for many years. She
was a thoroughly delightful lady who brightened any
place she entered, and she even planned her own
funeral. When the first song, ”All Things Bright and
Beautiful,” was sung, Daughters recognized it as ”so
Meredith!” Meredith always had given a fabulous and
proper annual Christmas Tea in her home, and DOK and
St. Ann's Guild ladies replicated it this past Christmas in
the Parish Hall in her honor. It was a joy that her three
daughters all came from out of town to attend this event
held in her memory. Before her death, Meredith worked
with Cheryl Melton, an accomplished seamstress and
member of All Souls' Altar Guild, to complete the design
and colors. Cheryl then purchased the needed material,
and spent the next several months sewing the beautiful
banner. It was a true labor of love for Cheryl, and she
was happy to bring Meredith's design into reality.

Pictured with the banner are Chapter
President Suzanne Spradling, left, and
seamstress Cheryl Melton.

San Antonio Mother's Day Service Project

As an annual service project around Mother's
Day, members of Epiphany Chapter at St.
Thomas, San Antonio, Texas, pack purses with
personal items and toiletries for their local
Battered Women's Shelter.
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St. Andrew's in McKinney, Texas, Admits 3
During the worship service on Sunday, March 23, 2014, three new members,
Judy Thompson, Dana Jean, and Susan Pickett, were presented by Earlene
Nicola, Vice President of the Dallas Diocese, and admitted by the Rev. Mike
Michie to St. Andrew's Chapter, McKinney, Texas. Pictured are, front from left,
Betty Schulle, Naomi Brotherton, Linda Sullivan; back row: Judy Thompson,
Sandy McGee, Susan Pickett, Dana Jean, Earlene Nicola, Annette Cox,
Glenna Terry, Pat Durbin, and Rev. Michie.
During the admittance service, Father Mike blessed a new banner for St.
Andrew's Daughters given to them by St. Peter's by the Lake Church, designed
and made by Sonja Arnquist.

Mary Magdalene Chapter Formed in Arlington
The Mary Magdalene Chapter at St. Alban's
Episcopal Church in Arlington, Texas, was
born out of the demise of a 4-year-old Bishop's
Chapter. Deacon Sharla Marks had started this
Bishop's Chapter during a “split” in the
Diocese in order to help Daughters stay
connected. When the decision was made to
close this chapter and form a new one
specifically serving the DOK members of St.
Alban's church, officers were appointed and an
installation ceremony took place in September
2013. Two Daughters that had been members
in other churches were readmitted and one
new member was admitted. There are
currently 6 active members at St. Alban's.
Plans for 2014 include; monthly meetings the
third Sunday of every month, continuation of
clergy prayer support and congregational
prayer card ministry, creation of a Chapter
banner to be used at conventions and start of
more intensive service work with the existing
St. Alban's Angel Tree ministry.
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Pictured at a recent meeting are chapter
members, back from left, Kiah Yancy, Carol
Parrish, and in front, Ann Wilder, and
Deacon Sharla Marks. Member Emily ClarkNimz was not present.
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Epiphany Junior Chapter Welcomes 3
On Sunday, May 11, 2014,
three new Junior Daughters
were admitted into St. Thomas
Episcopal Church's Epiphany
Chapter during the morning
service in San Antonio, Texas.
New members are in front, from
left, Eva Gray Llana, Clara
Rosito, and Alexandra Llana. A
fourth new member, Krystina
Hird, was also admitted but
could not be present at the
service. Other chapter
members and Directresses in
the back row include, from left,
Vice President Kaylin Thomae,
President Kendall Moody,
Directress Mirta Vazquez ,
Assistant Directress Jessie
Atkins, and Christy Atkins.

AROUND THE PROVINCES: PROVINCE VIII

Holy Light Chapter Admits Gail Roach

On Sunday, May 4,
2014, the Holy Light
Chapter welcomed Gail
Roach as its newest
member. This chapter is
at Church of the
Epiphany in Vacaville,
California. Pictured are
Gail and the Rev. Mack
Olsen, Chaplain of the
Chapter, following her
admittance.
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June 19–23, 2015
Friday–Tuesday

Calling For Council

Nominations

It is time to be thinking about nominations for the National Council
Each Diocesan Assembly may nominate one member of the Order for election to National Council,
having obtained her consent. Eligibility for election requires a Daughter to be current in her payment of
dues, to have held some office in a Chapter, Diocesan Assembly, or Provincial Assembly, and to have
been a member of the Order for at least three (3) years. The National Council Nominee Form can be
found on the Triennial Page of the web site, www.doknational.com, and will be published in the Triennial
Issue of The Royal Cross in the Fall of 2014.

The Deadline for Nominations will be January 15, 2015
Please Mail Form to:
DOK Triennial Nominee Chair
Margaret J. Franklin Center
101 Weatherstone Drive #870
Woodstock, GA 30188
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New Items for Fall

from 1885 Designs

We offer royal blue polos with the DOK logo embroidered on the left chest.
Also, for Fall, full zip hoodies in royal blue are available.
Both items come in sizes up to 4X!
To help you WALK IN THE LIGHT, and get
in shape for Triennial, we now have a
pedometer to court your steps to UTAH.
We continue to offer T-shirts,
Sweatshirts, Hoodies,
Chaplain's polo shirts and more!

1885 Designs, LLC • 262 Eastgate Drive Suite #345 Aiken, South Carolina 29803
sales@1885designs.com • 803-270-6352 • Visit us online at http://1885designs.com
(1885 Designs replaced CCI as the official supplier of DOK emblazoned gift, apparel, and specialty items)

The Royal Cross Gift Subscription Form
A subscription to the Order’s official publication is a great way to get the latest news and information about The Order
of the Daughters of the King® nationally and worldwide. It’s a great way to keep your clergy or chaplain involved in
what’s happening within the Order. It’s also available for purchase for Daughters who have been approved for Dues
Relief. An annual gift subscription to The Royal Cross is just $15. Renewable annually—non-transferable.
Name on Subscription _______________________________________________________________________________________
Address________________________________________________City__________________________ State____ Zip__________
Check #________made payable to Daughters of the King; send to: THE ORDER OF THE DAUGHTERS OF THE KING, Margaret J.
Franklin Center, 101 Weatherstone Drive, Suite 870, Woodstock, GA 30188-7007.There is a $25 fee for each returned check.
Given by ____________________________________________ Province_____ Diocese __________________________________
Chapter_____________________________________________ Church________________________________________________

Or Fax with Credit Card to (770) 517-8066

Visa

MasterCard

Discover

Card#_____________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ V Code ___________
Cardholder Signature________________________________________________________________________________________
Print name & address as it appears on card
____________________________________________________City ______________________ State _____ Zip ______________
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