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‘The President’s Page

Joan wants to offer the following thoughts on
evangelism by Ginger Doherty, national
chairman of the Evangelism Committee, in
place of what would normally be her message on
this page. The events of recent times have
emphasized the importance of being ready to
share the love of Jesus Christ for we know not
what tomorrow may bring.

Evangelism

The Order of the Daughters of the King exists
only to honor Christ in "all we think, do or say".
How is He honored? By striving to spread His
Kingdom throughout the world. How is this
done? By precept, principle and example.
Prayer, service and evangelism are the
methodologies of the Daughters.

Daughters strive to honor the Lord through
prayer and service and they pray for the
strength, will and courage to evangelize. "Go ye
into all the world!" Where does the world
begin? Where does it end? It begins in the
heart. It does not end until the corners have
been reached.

A chaplain of the Daughters has remarked that
evangelizing is similar to spreading a feast
before all humankind. It is bountiful, blessed,
heaped up, pressed down, running over. It is
too marvelous to be contemplated, let alone
comprehended. However late one comes to the
feast, the entire menu is available. As the late
arrivals who worked in the vineyards were paid
the same as the early arrivals, so does the Lord
not prorate His blessings.

The most valuable gift a Daughter can share is
the gift of salvation-her Lord's love mercy and
grace.

As a pilot constantly checks the accuracy of his
instruments, Daughters must always consider
their focus. Is it true? Is it of the Lord? Is it
free of the taint of self-interest or of personal
agenda? Only by constantly testing the focus
may Daughters hope to remain true to purpose.
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Evangelism by the
Daughters includes quiet
gifts of ministry-a hug, a
touch, a smile, a note.
Daughters are under two
major commandments: to
love God completely and
to love their neighbors.
Who are neighbors?
Neighbors are any
persons who stand in
need. A neighbor may live

Joan Millard
in the next house. A neighbor may live in the
next country.

Daughters wear the cross of the Order as an
outward and visible sign of their vow to walk as
"children of light". A Daughter seeks daily new
ways to honor her Lord and to live in such a
way that others may see Christ in her.

Why is evangelizing difficult? Many Daughters
have felt almost intimidated by aggressive
tactics that are sometimes employed by
overzealous fellow Christians. Unfortunately,
also, sometimes Christians are perceived as
harsh, narrow, taking upon themselves
judgments reserved for God. Daughters seek to
avoid these extremes, stressing instead the
compassion and love of Christ for all His
creatures.

Evangelism also includes a responsibility and
an accounting. To accept Christ, to become a
flower in His garden, is to change one's lifestyle
in some ways. To accept and love Christ is to
wish to draw more closely to Him. To draw
more closely to Him will usually involve
changing some old habits. True evangelism
includes change and growth.

Evangelism-the spreading of the good news-
occurs on several levels. These may be
described as international, national, communal,
denominational and personal. Evangelism at
the international level is often considered
"missionary work". Here one considers those
Daughters who work in other countries in

continued on page 5

Page 3




‘RBread for the journey

Spiritual Formation is the subject of this issue's
Bread for the Journey. The author is Pam
Boyette, national chairman of the newly formed
Spiritual Formation Committee.

Spiritual formation is the process by which we
as God's children are led by the power of the
Holy Spirit into the knowledge of God's presence
and friendship and into union with Him through
prayer.

The movement toward God, and spiritual
formation in our lives, begins when we are
baptized. In baptism, the priest says, "You are
sealed by The Holy Spirit in Baptism and
marked as Christ's own forever." The way or
movement is not limited to this sacramental
moment in time, but marks the eternal way that
will lead to life with God through Our Lord
Jesus Christ.

The formation process is a process through
which we experience the power of God in and
through each moment and through each
experience of each day, and it is without limits.
We are God's own today. We are God's own next
year. We are God's own on our sick bed. We are
God's own when we pray. We are God's own
when we die. We are with God, and God is with
us now and forever. Baptism draws us into the
priesthood of believers as God's children forever.

This relationship with Our Lord, through the
power of the Holy Spirit, continues to develop as
we grow spiritually in and through the church.
As individuals we do this by participating in the
sacraments, through corporate and personal
prayer, and through reflecting on scripture. We
bring God's words from our heads to our hearts.

The path down the aisle in the church leads us
from the baptismal font to the cross on the altar,
and it is symbolic of the way that we begin our
faith journey, a journey that eventually calls us
into the way of prayer. The path of spiritual
formation can also be related to a path down the
aisle of the church, and to a journey into the
depths of a cave. A journey into a cave requires
our faith to move through darkness in order to
discover the brilliant formations that are
nature’s treasures deep in the cave. The
spiritual journey requires our faith and our
openness to the power of The Holy Spirit as we
are led into knowledge of the beauty and
presence of God, the power of His grace.
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Because Jesus died on the Cross, and left The
Holy Spirit with us, we can come to God through
Jesus. Every Sunday we grow in knowledge of
this way to God in the Eucharist. The liturgy is
a spiritual journey that moves us from hearing
and understanding the word of God with our
minds, to putting flesh onto the written word of
God when we hear the scripture read and the
sermon for the day. During the second part of
this spiritual journey, we approach another
realm of reality that is found in our heart. God
puts flesh on our heart, and it is in the heart
where we experience God's presence. In Holy
Communion, Our Lord reveals His life giving
spirit to us. It is in the breaking of the bread
that we grow to understand our life in the holy
priesthood of all believers when we receive the
gift of His presence at the altar.

The aisle in the church can also be symbolic of |
Our Lord' s presence with us as we embrace the
journey of life with Him by our side. It is
symbolic of those years and those many steps
that we must take along life's path through
eternity in spiritual formation. This is the path
for all of us. God's Holy Spirit dwells within
each of us as our comforter and guide. The path
up the aisle to the cross requires us to look at
the pews. The pews can represent for us the
moments and the years, celebrated as our
spiritual birthdays, when God gives us the grace
to travel in faith and then draw near to God's
heart forever.

The pews can serve to remind us of those
stopping points where God reveals His presence
to us through the power of the Holy Spirit. Our
Lord calls us to stop, and to sit along the way,
and to rest with Him by our side. He joins us in
our hearts, and He draws us to answer the holy
call of faith, amidst the sad moments that line
our life such as sin, poverty, illness, pain,
suffering, and death, or amidst the beautiful and
happy moments in life when we sing and shout
for joy. Our Lord rests with us.

This path and the stopping points along the way
help us to grow in an understanding of our Lord.
It is here on earth, where we are drawn to a
human understanding about things and then to
knowledge of God's presence in the midst of
everything and every situation.

=)

At sometime along the journey, we struggle witl
the holy call to enter into a prayer relationship

continued on page 17
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THE PRﬁfSIDENT’S PAGE continued....
educational, medical, and religious situations,
as well as those who strive to bring Daughters
chapters to women in faraway places.
Traditionally, evangelism has been defined as
réaching out to the unchurched. Through the
Daughters, missionaries have been supported
and food, medicine, clothing and Bibles have
been sent to many countries.

Evangelism at the national level is more
focused upon America-shoring up the pockets of
poverty, the plight of the homeless, the urban
ghettoes, and the rural outback of this country.
One needs only to search one's own country to
find specific needs and to contribute to the
happiness and well being of fellow citizens.
Daughters volunteer as disaster Red Cross
workers. They sew and knit for ill and disabled
Americans. They support through Self-Denial
and Master's Fund, young women who continue
their education and promote the advancement
of Christianity.

Evangelism at the communal level is also
supported by Daughters. Daughters are
proactive in Adult Literacy programs, in child
advocacy programs, domestic violence
prevention, Habitat for Humanity, medical
research drives, Girl and Boy Scouts, and other
community programs. Daughters see
evangelism as pragmatic. It is a way to extend
a helping hand in love and humility. A
Daughter looks constantly to find ways to
improve the community.

Perhaps most importantly, Daughters strive to
keep pure the hearts of their churches. St. Paul
warned the early Christians this would always
be a struggle. Gossip, pettiness, arrogance,
vanity, and ignorance can bruise or poison a
Christian church. Of all the environments,
certainly a religious one should be free of these
faults. How many times have well-meaning
Christians hurt each other in thoughtless
ways?

Daughters strive to avoid any behavior which
will lead them away from their Christ-
centeredness. As Paul said, "Behold those
Christians. How they love one another." The
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tongue is a powerful weapon. Daughters strive
to ask themselves, before making any remark:
Is this kind? Is it true? Is it necessary? Will it
make a better person of me or of someone else?
If any of these is "no", a Daughter may
reconsider and withhold the remark. Churches
will not grow if visitors sense no acceptance or
warmth within them.

Daughters evangelize by bringing others into
church, sitting with them all service, answering
their questions, introducing them to others, and
inviting them back. Daughters serve as
hostesses at funeral receptions, comforting the
family and friends. Daughters serve their
rectors and priests in the church. They serve in
humility and love.

The sacraments are wonderful tools for
evangelism. The words and prayers are full of
the Gospel and of its everlasting grace. Simply
repeating the church creeds every Sunday
echoes the Daughters' motto and prayer.
Daughters evangelize by sharing the liturgy,
tradition, and history of their church with
others. The House of God is very large and
meant to be shared.

Finally, Daughters persist in developing their
personal internal evangelism. They do this with
prayers of petition and thanksgiving, among
others. Daughters count their blessings and
give thanks for them. Daughters are quietly
confident that Christ loves them and will never
abandon them. In the deep, dark, dry times, a
Daughter comes into the presence of God and
listens for the still, small, eternal voice that
tells her she is loved always-and that For His
Sake, He will tell her what He will have her to
do.

He will tell the Daughter how to feed His lambs
and how to gather His sheep.

For His Sake.
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Litany for a Departed Daughter of the King

rayer, in unison: Dear heavenly Father, we

bless you for all those who have departed this
life in your faith and fear, especially your
Daughter, our sister (N), who strove to fulfill your
will on earth through prayer and service in the
Order of the Daughters of the King. May her faith
and example inspire other women and girls to
greater and more faithful labor for you. Grant the
light of your presence and the glory of the life
beyond to be her great and everlasting reward.
Amen.

Leader: GOD THE FATHER,
People: Have mercy on your servant.

GOD THE SON,
Have mercy on your servant.

GOD THE HOLY SPIRIT,
Have mercy on your servant.

HOLY TRINITY, ONE GOD,
Have mercy on your servant.

FROM ALL EVIL, FROM ALL SIN, FROM
ALL TRIBULATION,
Good Lord, deliver her.

BY YOUR HOLY INCARNATION, BY YOUR
CROSS AND PASSION, BY THE PRECIOUS
DEATH AND BURIAL,

Good Lord, deliver her.

BY YOUR GLORIOUS RESURRECTION
AND ASCENSION, AND BY THE COMING
OF THE HOLY SPIRIT,

Good Lord, deliver her.

WE SINNERS DO BESEECH YOU TO HEAR
US, LORD CHRIST; THAT IT MAY PLEASE
YOU TO DELIVER THE SOUL OF YOUR
SERVANT FROM THE POWER OF EVIL,
AND FROM ETERNAL DEATH,

We beseech you to hear us, good Lord.

THAT IT MAY PLEASE YOU MERCIFULLY
TO PARDON ALL HER SINS,
We beseech you to hear us, good Lord.

THAT IT MAY PLEASE YOU TO GRANT
HER A PLACE OF REFRESHMENT AND
EVERLASTING BLESSEDNESS,

We beseech you to hear us, good Lord.

THAT IT MAY PLEASE YOU TO GIVE HER
JOY AND GLADNESS IN YOUR KINGDOM,
WITH YOUR SAINTS IN LIGHT,

We beseech you to hear us, good Lord.

JESUS, LAMB OF GOD,
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Have mercy on her.

JESUS, BEARER OF OUR SINS,
Have mercy on her.

JESUS, REDEEMER OF THE WORLD,
Give her your peace.

LORD, HAVE MERCY.
CHRIST, HAVE MERCY.
LORD, HAVE MERCY.

People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed
be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as

we forgive those who trespass against us. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory, forever. Amen.

Leader: Almighty God, Father of mercies and
giver of all comfort, deal graciously, we pray Thee,
with all those who mourn, that casting every care
on Thee, they may know the consolation of Thy
love, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

People: From bondaged flesh, freedom won,
eternal life, now begun.

Leader: Almighty God of love and mercy, receive
the soul of this Thy daughter and our beloved
sister in Christ, Thy faithful servant, who has
gone from us now, and in death reposes. Shed on
her the radiance of Thy heavenly light, lead her
onward and upward to Thy holy place, where
saints, made perfect, gaze upon Thy face. Qulcken
her, Thy face to see.

Priest and people: We thank Thee Lord.

Priest: Into Your hands, O merciful Saviour, we
commend Your servant (N). Acknowledge, we
humbly beseech You, a sheep of Your own fold, a
lamb of Your own flock, a sinner of Your own
redeeming. Receive her into the arms of Your
mercy, into the blessed rest of everlasting peace,
and into the glorious company of the saints in
light. Amen.

May her soul and the souls of all departed,
through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

This litany may be used at a vigil or a memorial
service. Compiled from the Book of Common
Prayer, other sources, and the writings of Nellie
Carita Stewart, Church of Our Saviour,
Brookland Parish. Dedicated to the memory of
Otero B. Tymous and all departed Daughters.
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