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Correction
In the Winter 2016 edition of The Royal Cross, we made a mistake in the feature
province article “New Daughters Chapter at Church of the Transfiguration,
Dallas.” The article should have run with the following photograph;
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Thirty-two new daughters were initiated into the new chapter at the Church of the Transfiguration
in Dallas, Texas.

Friendly Reminder
• DOK dues are payable by September 1st each year
• Daughters of the King Annual dues = $40
•Junior Daughters of the King Annual dues = $15

Two payment options:

1) Pay online - email DOK1885@doknational.org and request a direct link
to your invoice
2) Pay by individual check - be sure to include your member # on the
memo line of the check along with an Individual Dues Payment Form

Need help? Contact your Chapter President or the National Office
at (770) 517-8552

Interested in an alternative to paying annual dues?
Consider a Lifetime Membership

Lump sum payment of $1,000 (Invested to offset dues for lifetime members)
** Only available to senior Daughters

Contact the National Office at (770) 517-8552 to set up
a Lifetime Membership

ON THE COVER
Photos were taken in Utah, Aruba, Wadmalaw Island, SC, North Shore, Kawai, Florida,
Louisiana. Sri Lanka and Colorado
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The mission of the Order is the extension of Christ’s Kingdom through Prayer, Service and Evangelism.
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Drawing on Inspiration

I

n my last article for The Royal
Cross, I drew a timeline of my spiritual
journey using inspirational quotes. Space
limitations prevented me from listing all
the quotes, so now I would like to focus on a
quote that was previously omitted: lines from
“The Servant Song,” by Richard Gilland.

you, who has served you, your answer probably
also included how the person acted as Christ to
you, the quality of Christ that helped you. The
names of Christ reflect His qualities that we
may see as others help us: The bright Morning
Star, the Righteous One, the faithful witness, the
Rock, Rabbi, the Mediator, servant of the Lord.

Actually, a few of the verses from “The
Servant Song” have spoken to me over the years.

The flip side of the question from our Study
Guide is: could someone name you as the
person who has been as Christ to her (or him)?
Have you served someone as teacher, healer,
comforter, faithful witness? We may never know
with certainty to whom we have been as Christ,
nor may we know under what circumstances
or moment we served. We can only pray to be
open both to serve others and to have the grace
to let others serve us as God wills.

Pantone 286 C

“Will you let me be your servant, let me be as
Christ to you …”
This line reminds me of a question from our
Twelve-Week Study Guide: Along your journey,
has there been a particularly significant person
or event that showed love “as Christ” to you? As
you ponder that question, how to answer it, don’t
think only of events or people who have been as
Christ to you in the distant past, think of who
has been as Christ to you today, yesterday, this
week; think of someone who has been as Christ
to you day in and day out for long periods of
time. Now that you have pondered the question,
how many names or events are on that list?
Long or short, it is not always easy to let others
be as Christ to us, to let others serve us. That
unease reminds me of the next line in “The
Servant Song:”
“Pray that I might have the grace, to let you be
my servant too.”
As you pondered who has been as Christ to

As I close, I wish to acknowledge the cards
and emails, hugs and prayers I have received
from this community of Sisters upon the
occasion of my father’s death earlier this year.
Another verse from “The Servant Song” sums
up one of my favorite parts of being a Daughter
of the King.
“I will weep when you are weeping; when you
laugh, I’ll laugh with you.
I will share your joy and sorrow, till we’ve seen
this journey through.”
For His Sake,
Susan
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From The National Chaplain By Bishop Hayashi

From The Royal Cross Editor By Katherine Marshall-Polite

A Daughter Pledges to
Extend Christ’s Kingdom

Our Power is
in Prayer

Pantone 286 C

B

Pantone 286 C

efore Jesus ascended to
heaven, he gathered his disciples and
gave them the mission of God that they
were to do:

“Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to
obey everything that I have commanded you.”
— Matthew 28:19-20a NRSV
This the work that they were to spend the
rest of their lives doing. It defined who they
were. There were other things to do such as
organizing the early believers into churches with
internal structures, but all of that was to serve
the mission of God that they had been given, the
mission of God in which they were privileged to
participate.
Without their faithful adherence to this
mission, this work, you and I would not be
Christians. There would be no Church, there
would be no Daughters of the King.
The Daughters of the King have a mission as
well. Daughters are to extend “Christ’s Kingdom
through Prayer, Service and Evangelism.” All of
the structures – international, national, diocesan,
and individual chapters – of the Daughters of
the King are meant to serve this mission.
So how is it going?
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I am new as the National Chaplain of the
Daughters of the King. As the ‘newbie,’ I do
not have much in the way of experience or
information that I can use to make assessments
or judgements regarding the Daughters. Lacking
that, what I can do is ask the question: Are you
all being faithful to the mission of the Daughters
of the King?
I do not know the answer to that question.
However, I do know from experience in having
served as Rector and Vicar of congregations,
and as Canon to the Ordinary and Bishop of
a diocese, that sometimes we can spend more
time being consumed with rummage sales,
choosing new carpet, paint colors, and so many
other things rather than being about the work of
making disciples and baptizing them.
So how is it going?

T

hanks to all of our contributors, you will
find many enjoyable articles in this issue. I’m sure
you’ll agree, the Junior Daughters and International
Daughters continue to grow and do wonderful things.
Enjoy the photos depicting moments of “Where have you
seen God.” My personal favorite is that of the dog carrying
the kitten to safety. That’s been my go-to photo these days as I
pray for the removal of the “man imposed” barriers that divide
us as a human beings.
Like you, I was saddened by the horrific act at the Pulse
nightclub in Orlando, Florida, that killed and injured many.
These unthinkable behaviors have a way of, if even for a
moment, leaving us feeling hopeless, vulnerable, and so very
sad. We, my sisters, know we have the ability to remain in
control as God is in Charge.
Let’s take the bull by the horn and do what God has called
us to do ... PRAY.

Are you doing more talking about people who
need prayers than actually praying for them (or
for the priest)? Are you spending more time
discussing what service should be done than
doing the service? What about telling others
about Jesus?

When you read this I would ask that you take a moment,
right now ... and pray again for the souls of those struck down,
for those injured, for those in mourning, for those who are
fearful, for those who are sad, for those being discriminated
against and for the many young people who are tormented and
not sure who or what to follow.

The Daughters of the King exist to extend
Christ’s Kingdom. It is a glorious and
magnificent reason for being.

Let’s continue to pray and PRAY some more that all may
find “The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding” ...

So how is it going?

God works in so many ways. All we
need to do to see him at work is
pay attention.

—Phillipians 4:7
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Pardon Our Dust,

From The Treasurer By Annemarie Delgado

God is at work transforming
our National Office!

J

ust into the new year of 2016,
I received Anna Seden’s letter announcing
her plan to retire effective January 29,
2016. For over a decade, Anna processed our
orders, produced our literature, and took care of
the Order’s crosses, to list just a few of her duties.
From Anna: “I joined the National Office staff in
December 2005 and have served under five Councils
(led by Sharon Lundgren, Joan Dalrymple, Grace
Sears, Pam Runyon, and Susan O’Brien) and through
four Triennials. It has been a pleasure to work for the
Order and an honor to be a part of the staff at the
National Office that supports you all.”
With sadness and joy, I hugged and waved
Anna down the road to her retirement – and
welcomed Pat Lewis to her new position
as Orders Administrator. Many of you will
remember Pat as our receptionist/membership
coordinator assistant. She is excited to be working
in her new position and has eagerly embraced this
challenge. With her knowledge and skillset, the
Order is blessed to have Pat step into the Orders
Administrator position. Congratulations, Pat!
For those of you keeping score at home (to mix
my metaphors), Anna’s departure and Pat’s move
to Anna’s position, left us down a staff member;
rather than six staff members at the National
Office serving approximately 25,000 Daughters,
we had five staff members who worked hard to be
sure tasks were completed. As you read this, we
are in the process of hiring and training an office/
membership coordinator assistant (notice the new
title), but this process will take time.
Wait! Transformation is not done! Mary
Fletcher, office manager since December 2006,
retired March 21, 2016. She wrote, “I have
enjoyed my nine years with the team immensely and
have had great satisfaction in taking on the challenges
given to me … I am thankful for the opportunities
you have given me during my time here.” Then
Donna Vana, administrative assistant for 6 years,
tendered her notice to retire effective April 29,
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Revised “New Member
Package” for New
Members Admitted into
The Order of the
Daughters of the King®

2016. Donna described her time with The Order,
writing, “I am grateful for the rewarding opportunity
I’ve had to work for the DOK and will definitely
miss all my colleagues and the members associated
with the Daughters of the King. I leave with many
fond memories and a group of special friends.” Once
again I was waving employees who had served us
faithfully into the next stages of their lives.
During my visit to the National Office in
September 2015, all three employees mentioned
to me that they were thinking of retirement,
although no dates were set. Their statements
prompted the Executive Board to review the
structure of the office staff and to perform job
audits. With guidance from a human resources
consultant, duties and responsibilities were
defined and realigned for more effective workflow,
and positions were titled to more accurately
reflect the true functions. The Executive Board
also determined that due to the growth of the
Order, we needed someone with accounting
experience on the National Office staff to provide
continuity between the Treasurers serving their
three-year terms on National Council. Therefore,
instead of filling Donna’s position with another
administrative assistant, a bookkeeper was hired.
Once the office manager is hired and trained,
the office will again be fully staffed with six
employees. In the meantime, I ask for your
prayers for our conscientious staff. Please exercise
patience and understanding when turnaround
times for phone calls, emails, and orders are not as
instantaneous as you would like. Remember, God
is at work transforming our National Office into a
more glorious place to work and to serve Him.
Susan O’Brien
National President
Note: The newly staffed National Office will
be introduced in the next issue of The Royal
Cross. In the meantime, check The Order’s
website for updates.

T

he National Council has
Payment amount for new members is
approved a new, “New Member
calculated as follows:
Package” for new members
Senior Members
Junior Members
admitted into the Order
RhodiumSilver Cross
Silver Cross Rhodiumeffective June 1, 2016. The New
Plated Cross
Plated Cross
Member Package includes the costs
for the New Member Kit/Admission
Admission $10
$10
$10
$10
Fee, the cross of the Order, and the first
Fee
year’s annual dues. This package fee will
Cross*
$75
$17
$65
$17
vary as its component’s costs vary.
Annual Dues $40
$40
$15
$15
In the past, the Order has not asked
Total
Due
$125
$67
$90
$42
new members to pay annual dues when
they are first admitted. Therefore,
* A Sentimental Cross is considered the same
depending on their admission date, new
as
a Rhodium-Plated Cross for the calculation
Daughters do not pay dues for the first 3 to 15
of
payment.
Please see the Order’s Cross Policy,
months of their membership in the Order.
available on the National DOK website, for more
Adding annual dues to the New Member
information about crosses for new members.
Package means that the Order will receive
To further explain the dues payment for
approximately $18,000 in additional income
a new member, please know that the fiscal
each year at the National level which will aid
year (FY ) of the Order is September 1st
in covering the Order’s operating expenses
until August 31st of the following year. We
and promoting its mission. Furthermore,
designate our fiscal years by the year in which
additional money will be available for the
the FY begins. Therefore, FY15-16 or FY15
Provinces and Diocesan Assemblies where the
begins on September 1, 2015 and ends on
new member resides.
August 31, 2016.
We recognize and acknowledge that the initial
If a prospective member is admitted between
costs for a new member are now higher, but in no
September 1 and May 31 of a fiscal year, then
way is this meant to be a hardship. It is simply a
the Annual Dues portion of her payment
way for us to help cover our expenses and further
is applied as Dues for that fiscal year. If a
the work we are called to do. We humbly suggest
prospective member is admitted between June 1
that chapters consider assisting new Daughters
and August 31 of a fiscal year, then the Annual
with some of these initial expenses – a year’s
Dues portion of her payment is applied as Dues
membership in the Order is a lovely gift with
for the next fiscal year.
which to welcome a sister into the Order.
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From The treasurer

A Book Review by Michelle L. OQuendo

Continued From Page 7
Below are a couple of examples to better
illustrate the calculation.
Example A. Abby is admitted as a senior
Daughter on October 21, 2016. She has elected
to wear a silver cross. Abby’s payment is $125
and she will be recorded as having paid dues
for FY16-17. She will owe dues again on
September 1, 2017 for FY17-18.
Example B. Betty is admitted as a senior
Daughter on June 17, 2016. She has elected to
wear a rhodium-plated cross. Betty’s payment
is $67 and she will be recorded as having paid
dues for FY16-17. She will owe dues again on
September 1, 2017 for FY17-18.
Example C. Cathy is admitted as a Junior
Daughter on February 4, 2017. She has elected
to wear a silver cross. Cathy’s payment is $90

and she will be recorded as having paid dues for
FY16-17. She will owe dues again on September
1, 2017 for FY17-18.
Example D. DeeDee is admitted as a
Junior Daughter on August 15, 2016. She
has elected to wear a rhodium-plated cross.
DeeDee’s payment is $42 and she will be
recorded as having paid dues for FY16-17.
She will owe dues again on September 1,
2017 for FY17-18.
We understand that there may be questions
regarding the new, New Member Package and
we are here to help. Please email the National
Office staff at DOK1885@doknational.org
or me at adelgado@doknational.org with any
questions you may have. Thank you for your
understanding and patience as we make these
necessary adjustments.

1

Service to God

Pantone 286 C

The 2015 National Handbook of the
Daughters of the King

T

Many Assemblies of Daughters of the King
serve God by setting up a Prayer Chapel at
the Diocesan Convention. They give out Prayer
Request papers for individuals.
At the Convention of the Diocese of West
Missouri, the Daughters of the King invite all
delegates and visitors to the Prayer Chapel.
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by Dee C. Marshall

Thess.5:17 “Pray without ceasing” describes the book in its entirety.

This book is a source of aid, comfort and support both to the individual
and/or an intercessory prayer group. This book teaches us as strong,
Christian women to navigate and deal with everyday situations in a prayerful
manner. We, as women, fulfill many roles in our day-to-day lives - daughters,
wives, mothers and caregivers just to name a few. As such, we face and must
handle situations with caring and efficiency. Prayer without ceasing covers many
of these topics with faith and encourages us to begin and continue a dialogue
with our God so that we may feel and live in an empowering way. It contains 52
prayers covering a wide range of topics that women can encounter. Although one
can be start at any time it would be great as Christmas gift to begin at the start of
the New Year!

“Prayer is so simple. It is like quietly opening a
door and slipping into the very presence of God.
There in the stillness we can listen to His voice or
even petition.What we have to say matters not ...
Just to be there ... in His presence ... is prayer.”

he Bible says, “In our union with
Christ Jesus he has created us for a life
of good deeds, which he has already
prepared for us to do” (Ephesians 2:10). These
good deeds are DOK’s service to the world.
Whenever we serve others in any way, we are
actually serving God and fulfilling one of our
purposes.

Pray Live Win
52 Practical Prayers For Women

The author’s goal is to encourage us to talk to God about everything -big
and small! She uses personal examples to stress personal issues we can all face
and offers scripture and prayer to manage them. The prayers at the end of each
chapter are insightful and on point. Ms. Marshall wants us to deepen our faith
and invest in ourselves so we can use the skills needed to live our lives to the
fullest by encouraging us to live our faith boldly.

Every year the Daughters of the King pray that
each delegate will make correct decisions and
vote the way God desires.

The author, Dee C. Marshall, is an accomplished woman; she has worked on
Wall Street – Merrill Lynch – is a motivational speaker and certified life coach
and a mentor in lifestyle training and development. As a published author, she is
a contributor to Essence Magazine and FOXNY. She is founder of Girlfriends
Pray, Inc., an international nonprofit organization of over two thousand women
currently in three countries and the US. Her website deecmarshall.com contains a
fountain of information as well as links to prayer groups, events and programs.

We continue to walk down the path of Jesus
Christ and serve him in all ways he wants.

The Order of the Daughters of the King® does not endorse individual authors or their
books or services.

Donna Meyer, Praying at Prayer Chapel, is
President Assembly of West Missouri.
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My Member Profile
H

In the “My Profile” box, click on the “Manage
Profile” link, which takes you to the “Manage
Profile” page

ave you met a National Council
member at one of your Assembly
meetings and would you like to read
more about her and your other National Council
members? Those of you with Internet access
can, if you have signed into your profile on the
Order’s website. (About the Order > National
Council > National Council Biographies). Much
more information is available to you than is
available to the general public, but you have to be
signed in to access it. Follow these instructions
to sign in for the first time.

Now, you can read more about Council
members and other information about the Order.
Other benefits of signing into your profile are:
• The Website automatically fills in your
name, address and contact information for:
• The DOK Online Store
• Online forms

On the “Manage Profile” page, click the “Edit
Bio” link, which takes you to the “Edit My
Member Profile” page:

• You can update your own contact
information (email, address, phone #) in your
biography
• You can search for other Daughters under
Resources > Find a Daughter
• You can type information directly into
forms on the website, instead of printing and
submitting the form
• You can view your invoice(s) for store
orders or previous donations
• You can view and/or pay dues invoice(s)
Contact your chapter president, diocesan
assembly president or province president for
additional assistance.

1. Go to www.doknational.org
2. Enter your USERNAME, which is your

member #, (available on the mailing label of The
Royal Cross) in the Username field in the Sign In
box.

3. Enter the temporary PASSWORD
(dok12345).
4. Click Sign In button.
Once you are signed in, the “Sign In” box
becomes your “My Profile” box. Now you need
to change your Username, change your password,
and record it for future reference.

On the “Edit My Member Profile” page,
you can change your Username and most
importantly your password. You may also edit
your contact information.

Please note:
• The names of fields are on the left side
• The red asterisk next to some fields means
the field is required
• A box indicates it is a field you can update.
Notice your last name cannot be edited
because it is not in a box.
10 The Royal Cross | Summer 2016

Summer 2016 | The Royal Cross 11

From The Master’s Fund Chair By Patsy Thomson

Did You Remember?

O

n May 15, 2016, every Daughter of the
King had the opportunity to participate
in the education of the women who
will impact and bless our church and
Pantone 286 C
its members for years to come. By giving to the
Master’s Fund on Pentecost OR ANY OTHER
DAY OF THE YEAR, you concretely fulfill our
calling to spread the kingdom of God among
women and girls. So, dear Sisters, if you did not
remember, it is not too late!
In Portland, Oregon in September, 1922, The
Master’s Fund was established at the Order’s
National Convention as a thank offering to
be given at Pentecost (Whitsuntide) in loving
commemoration of the coming of the Holy Spirit.
The monies in the fund are the result of the
individual contributions from Daughters of the
King as an outward expression of their prayers and
support of women who seek to help in the spread
of God’s Kingdom, especially among women and
girls. We believe both the contributors and the
recipients have been touched by the Holy Spirit.
The scholarships and grants are blessed by the
prayers of all Daughters who have contributed to
the Fund, as well as all Daughters who pray daily
for the spread of God’s Kingdom.
The Master’s Fund needs each one of us.
College and Seminary educations are expensive,
and there are many women seeking Holy Orders
who are in need of financial help so they can obtain
the formal education that leads to ministry within
the church throughout the world. The number
and amount of the scholarships and grants are
determined by the amount of money available in
the Fund when applications are reviewed by the
Master’s Fund Committee. If you are financially
able to contribute to the scholarship funds, please
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do so on a regular
basis. This is your opportunity to help spread
the Good News of Christ to and through these
women. Checks designated to the Master’s
Fund should be sent to the National Office.
Contributions of any size are welcome! Donations
can be made through our website, www.
doknational.org, under ‘Support Our Mission’, or
mail a check to the National Office designated for
the Master’s Fund.
Today we continue the original intent of the
Fund by offering need-based financial assistance
in the form of Scholarships and Continuing
Education Grants to women on a spiritual path.
Awards are need-based and available to women
ages 21 and over. In the 2015, your Fund was able
to give over $31,300 in grants and scholarships
to 33 women attending 19 institutions of
higher learning. Almost every written note of
thanks to all of you expresses their delight in the
encouragement they feel just knowing we believe
in them and what they are doing. Most of all they
appreciate the prayer support that comes with the
financial support. When you are a student, every
dollar counts, but for our recipients, every prayer
counts more! So, please be generous in your giving
and in your praying. Do not restrict yourselves to
just Pentecost of any given year; include all Master’s
Fund recipients in your regular prayers. They are
excited to know that Daughters are praying for
them as they discern God’s will for their lives. If
you live near any of these institutions, you might
even consider inviting the women attending there
to your meetings and include taking them to
dinner … in case you have forgotten, students are
always hungry and never have enough money to
eat out!

Masters Fund 2015 Recipients
Abdy, Lurena
Barker, Jane
Chapman, Cristi
Chilese, Sandy
Clark, Cindy
Dewa, Rosina
Duggins, Amy
Fox, Stefanie
Gilbert, Brenda
Grisham, Allison
Gutgsell, Jessie
Hanks, Paige
Hall, Annette
Hennessey, Nancy
Hooker, Hannah
Kuria, Agnes
Lavikoff, Emily
Miller, Michaelene
Moncrieff, Stephanie
Mosher-Rivera, Constance
Mwasaru, Rosaliah
Cameron O’Riley, Lori
Paul, Marcea
Payne, Pamela
Powell, Nancy
Rice, Doreen
Rowell, Melanie
Schutz, Reagan
Bowie Snodgrass, A
Staab, Carrie
Stewart, Sarah
Ujah, Ernestine
Wolfe, Ariane

Prov VIII
Prov VII
Prov VIII
Prov VII
Prov VII
Prov IV
Prov VII
Prov IV
Prov IV
Prov V
Prov VII
Prov III
Prov III
Prov VII
Prov I
Prov V
Prov VII
Prov VII
Prov V
Prov IV
Prov IV
Prov VII
Prov VII
Prov VII
Prov IV
Prov VIII
Prov III
Prov III
Prov III
Prov V
Prov VIII

School of Theology of University of the South, Sewanee,TN
IONA School of Ministry, Houston,TX
Seminary of the Southwest, Austin,TX
Seminary of the Southwest, Austin,TX
IONA School of Ministry, Houston,TX
Zomba Theological Seminary, Malawi, Africa
School of Theology of University of the South, Sewanee,TN
Memphis Theological Seminary, Memphis,TN
Deacon Formation School, Asheville, NC
Episcopal Divinity School, Cambridge, MA
Yale Divinity School, New Haven, CT
Southern Methodist University, Dallas,TX
Virginia Theological Seminary, Alexandria,VA
Virginia Theological Seminary, Alexandria,VA
Virginia Theological Seminary, Alexandria,VA
Gordon Conwell Theological Seminary, Boston, MA
Nashota House Theological Seminary, Nashotah,WI
Virginia Theological Seminary, Alexandria,VA
Brite Divinity School, Ft.Worth,TX
Wellsprings Program in Spiritual Direction, Columbus, OH
St. Paul”s University, Lemura, Kenya
School of Theology of University of the South, Sewanee,TN
Virginia Theological Seminary, Alexandria,VA
School of Theology of University of the South, Sewanee,TN
Stanton Center:@St.Matthew’s Cathedral, Dallas,TX
Bishop Kemper School for Ministry,Topeka, KS
School of Theology of University of the South, Sewanee,TN
School of Theology of University of the South, Sewanee,TN
General Theological Seminary, New York, NY
School of Theology of University of the South, Sewanee,TN
Yale Divinity School, New Haven, CT
Wellsprings Program in Spiritual Direction, Columbus, OH
Church Divinity School of the Pacific, Berkeley, CA

Heavenly Father, we lift these women, and all other Master’s Fund recipients,
to You for Your continued blessing and guidance.
As they seek to serve You and Your church,
Guide them in all wisdom and truth.
Grant them insight and understanding and love and joy,
And lead them to the people and places that You have prepared for them.
Amen
Summer 2016 | The Royal Cross 13

From The Spiritual Formation Chair By Patsy Thomson

From The International Chair

By Lindy Kirk

Be Prepared!

C

onsider for a moment the
Boy Scout motto, “Be prepared,” and
how it is as valid today as when it was
coined. Fr. Nick Novak of Trinity
Episcopal Church in Baytown, TX, recently
shared an anecdote of when William D. Boyce,
the founder of the Boy Scouts of America, was
asked, “Be prepared for what?” his response was,
“For any old thing!”
In scripture, the bridesmaids who were not
prepared with enough oil in their lamps and had
to go in search of more oil, actually missed the
event for which they thought they were prepared
and were eagerly awaiting. Are you prepared for
the events in your life? I imagine that most of
us think we are. We stock up on laundry soap,
toilet paper, stamps, water, soup, etc., so that
when we need it, it will be there. We do not like
having to drop what we are doing because we
have run out of something crucial. We look out
for our own needs as well as the expected needs
of our family members. We believe we have
most things under control. We believe we are
prepared for “any old thing.”
Then we encounter the unexpected. A storm
brings a tornado and all our preparations are
for naught, as everything is sent flying into
the sky and across the neighborhood or buried
in the rubble of what had been our home. A
forest fire burns out of the control of firefighters
and devours the carefully stored memories of
a lifetime. Heavy rains flood our cars and our
homes and all is lost. Your spouse lays down
for a nap and slips away into the arms of Jesus.
A drunk driver runs a red light and kills your
children. A person filled with hate and without
a conscience shoots and kills a complete stranger
to him, but the center of your world. A sudden
heart attack brings you to your knees and into a
hospital operating room. A routine medical test
brings you face to face with cancer or lupus or
MS or …
So many things you were in the middle of,
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so many things
you were about
to do, so many
people counting
on you. You were
prepared for so
many things, but
not everything,
not this. You try to expect the unexpected, but
you cannot ever be prepared for everything. You
cannot perpetually, without exception, always
have your “ducks in a row.”
And that’s OK … Although we can, and
must, do what we can to be prepared “for any
old thing,” in all the mundane areas of our lives,
including being knowledgeable about things like
tornadoes, heart attack symptoms, regular health
checkups, etc., our most important preparation
for “any old thing” is our relationship with God
… God the Father, God the Son, and God the
Holy Spirit.

The New Wineskins Global Missions Triennial in North Carolina drew a crowd of over 1,000 attendees.

In Need of Prayer

T

We believe in a Triune God and we know
God is in control! We know this is the
cornerstone of “being prepared.” The only way
we can endure the random events that take away
the lives we know is to hold on to His hand and
trust that He’s “got this.” If we take the time
to build our relationship with Him through our
prayers and our Bible, through our relationships
with other Daughters and our times of silence
and reflection, we will be prepared “for any old
thing.”

here
were
close
to 1,000
attendees at the
New Wineskins
Global Missions
Triennial
Conference held
from April 7-10,
2016, at Ridgecrest Conference Center, NC.
Among the attendees were members of the
International Committee - Pam Runyon, Emily
Thrasher, Lana Valenta, Lindy Kirk and Bishop
Skilton. Also there was Grace Sears, our former
National President, and other Daughters, most
of whom are pictured above.

God the Father, God the Son, and God
the Holy Spirit is all powerful, all knowing,
omnipotent, awesome and amazing. When we
hold on to Him, we might reel from the events
that shake our lives and break our hearts, but
we will not be overcome. We might fall, but
He will lift us. We might despair, but He will
restore us with hope and peace and joy. We may
not be Boy Scouts, but as Daughters of the King,
we know what to do in order to” be prepared for
any old thing!”

Our table was well frequented and we made
many happy connections with Daughters who
were members, or in discernment or at large as
missionary Daughters. We received inquiries
from many men and women including bishops,
priests, deacons and lay people from the US and
across the world. A charter kit was given to Rev.
Patsy McGregor who is planning on starting
Chapters in Madagascar next year! Our prayer
is that the many seeds that were sown will bear
fruit for God’s Order soon.

During the conference, we heard stirring
testimonies of missionaries in the field who
worked with such profound problems as sex
trafficking in Cambodia or inhumane health
conditions in Ethiopia. There were many
mentions of refugees in countries around the
world, as well as the persecution of Christians.
Look for more information and stories from
the conference in the next issue of the Royal Cross,
but, in the meantime, the great need for prayer
for all the above situations was often mentioned,
and we invite you to add them to your prayer list
if you have not already done so, along with all
missionaries who are working around the world
to spread the Kingdom.

The McGregors pose for a photo at the conference.
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Global
Connection
H
By Donna Lewis Johnson

ave you ever considered the
vastness of the DOK network and
what it means to be a member of
this global Christian sisterhood? In
September 2015, I started taking an up-close
look at DOK’s sweeping panorama and found
pure beauty in being connected with women
around the world by a special Rule of Life.

As these things go, I didn’t make a conscious
decision to explore the DOK landscape. My
accidental pilgrimage came about when I flew
nearly 3,000 miles from home to help my son
begin his freshman year at Evergreen State
College in Olympia, Washington. I was infinitely
grateful that my son, a new-wave kind of guy, had
found the perfect match in a school known for
breaking with tradition. It was an added blessing
that his dad and I got to be there for Move-In
Day. I was filled with gratitude and wanted to
thank God by participating in the principal act of
Christian worship, The Eucharist.
Donna with the Rev. Jessica Coello. Rev.
Jessica is the rector at El Buen Pastor,
Móstoles but serves once a month as
supply priest in Seville.

So, on a radiant Sunday morning, fragrant
with God’s love, I did a quick Google search for
Episcopal churches located near the hotel where
I was staying. St. John’s in downtown Olympia
popped up, so off I went. I tiptoed into the
roomy nave and sat in the back, intending to go
unnoticed. But during announcements, the rector
asked visitors to come forward. I made my way
to the sanctuary where five or so parishioners
already stood celebrating good tidings. As Rev.
June Johnson filed down the queue blessing us,
she noticed the silver chain with a Greek Fleury
cross resting on my neck. “I’m a Daughter too,”
she said. “Let’s talk after the service.” With that,
a pilgrimage was born.
During Coffee Hour, “Mother June”
introduced me to another Daughter. We swapped
information about our chapters, Annunciation
and Quinn Neal. I was delighted to hear that
the ladies knew about Literature & Laundry, a
unique reading program Annunciation founded
only a few years ago.
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I left St. John’s skipping like a child playing
hopscotch. Meeting the Daughters had affirmed for
me that God would be with my son at Evergreen.
My next faraway encounter with DOK came
three months later when I traveled to Seville,
Spain, to visit my daughter, who was finishing up
her semester of studying abroad. Stoked by my
Olympia experience, I arrived in Seville planning
to visit an Episcopal church and possibly meet
a Daughter. Again with Google’s help, I found
a parish – the only Episcopal Church, as far as I
could tell, in a city where Catholicism and Islam
have shaped religious identity over centuries of
Roman and Arab dominion.
When my daughter, her dad and I arrived at
Parroquia De San Basilio (Parish of San Basilio),
the worship service had just ended. Phooey. But
we still had a chance to take in the holy space.
We weaved in and out of the stream of exiting
congregants to sightsee and to meet whomever
we could meet. My daughter, who speaks
Spanish, greeted a parishioner and explained that
she and I are Episcopalians and Daughters from
America. A connection was made. “Our rector is
a Daughter,” the parishioner said in Spanish with
a rosy smile.

The Rev. Jessica Coello giving her testimony at the
Triennial closing Eucharist with translator Bishop
Bill Skilton.

The amazing thing is there’s only one DOK
chapter in Spain and it’s based just outside of
Madrid, a plane ride away from Seville. El Buen
Pastor (The Good Shepherd) Chapter formed
in June 2013 and is still in its infancy. How
awesome that my daughter and I would meet a
DOK member in Spain!
Rev. Jessica Coello greeted us like old friends
bonded by a shared belief. I don’t speak Spanish
but Rev. Coello and I communicated with the
universal language of love – smiles, hugs and, for
Daughters, the cross of the Order, which we both
were wearing.
DOK chapters are located throughout
the world in 21 countries, including Brazil,
Colombia, Cuba, the Dominican Republic,
Ecuador, Germany, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras,
India, Israel, Italy, Kenya, Malawi, Mexico,
Nigeria, Panama, Spain, Trinidad and Tobago
and Uganda. If you travel domestically or
abroad, look up a chapter. Meet a Daughter. The
experience is exhilarating!
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Refugee Ministry
in

Rome
By Yvette Manigold

B

eing a Daughter of the King
and teaching refugees are two vital
aspects of my life that are strongly
connected. This hard yet fulfilling
service has also deepened my prayer life. I don’t
have to go far to help refugees; my own parish,
St. Paul’s Within the Walls in Rome, Italy, has
as its primary outreach ministry the Joel Nafuma
Refugee Center, or the JNRC. The JNRC
is located in the crypt of our church, and is a
day sanctuary for refugees in Rome. Here our
refugee guests can get a hot breakfast, clothing
and toiletries, study languages and computers, do
art therapy, write their resume, watch T.V. and
play games, or just get out of the cold and rain
and rest.
The refugees are incredibly brave people who
have often had horrifying experiences in their
lives. I was a little nervous when I first started
volunteering several years ago, but I found my
young male students to be gentle and kind, and I
quickly became aware that they deserved so much
more than life had given them. A few hours of
English instruction was the least I could give.
Teaching has had its share of challenges.
Every week, my classroom has new students
from a variety of countries and educational
backgrounds. Some are quite fluent; others have
never been to school and haven´t learned the
Western alphabet. Sometimes students come
for a couple of weeks and start making progress,
and then they have to stop coming because of the
many problems refugees face.
Volunteering in the JNRC is not some
romantic or idyllic service. It can be tiring,
frustrating, and you often go home with a heavy
heart. However, I have such a passion for this
ministry because it gives me back so much more
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Yvette with one of her students at the Joel Nafuma Refugee Center.
than I put into it. The main gifts I have received, besides the many
friendships developed, are a sense of fulfilment and a peace and joy in
my life that I don’t really even know how to express in words. It has
helped me draw closer to God in prayer, and it has grounded me in
what is really important in life: caring for others.
The refugee crisis has now reached phenomenal proportions and I
have many restless nights when I worry about my students and refugee
friends and I have found myself more frequently turning to God in
prayer. When I connect with God in prayer, it is sometimes crying
out in anguish or anger or frustration (Why is the world so unjust and
I am so privileged? Why can´t H. find some peace in his life? Why
must F. suffer? Why did S. have to lose his family? Why can’t B. be
allowed an education in his country?), sometimes in pleading (God
please protect M. from further danger; please help R. find work; please
help Q. come out of depression), and sometimes in thanksgiving
(thank you God for keeping G. safe). Even after the most anguished
prayer, God’s peace starts seeping into my soul. Connecting with
others in love in the JNRC, and more closely connecting with God in
prayer are some of the greatest blessings I have received.
If you would like more information about our center and would like to
help, please visit our webpage: www.jnrc.it . Or visit us on facebook: Joel
Nafuma Refugee Center
***Note: DOK chapters in Spain, Germany and Jerusalem are also
very involved in refugee ministry. Like Yvette, they are sharing the
love of Jesus in this current crisis.
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Upcoming National
Assembly

in

Haiti

			

By Joyce Pipkin, Country Liaison - DOK Haiti

By Pam Runyon, Executive Board Advisor,Past President

Meeting with members of El
Buen Pastor Chapter L-R Ana,
Beata, Pam Runyon, Monica, Rev.
Jessica, Elena.

Judith Joseph, Haiti National DOK President, and Joyce Pipkin, Country Liaison for Haiti, with attendees
at 2014 National Assembly - Notre Dame Parish, Port-au-Prince, Haiti.

T

he Filles du Roi (Daughters of
the King) Diocesan leadership of Haiti
is planning the 3rd National Assembly
for November 11-13, 2016 to be hosted
by Holy Trinity Cathedral in Port-au-Prince.
In 2010 six Daughters from the U.S. traveled
with me to Haiti to participate in their 1st
Assembly. In 2013, five Daughters from the
U.S., one from Ecuador and two from the
Dominican Republic joined me to represent our
countries and support the Daughters in Haiti at
their 2nd National Assembly. This year I would
like to extend an invitation to all Daughters to
join us and share the many blessings that we will
all receive from this next triennial Assembly.
The tentative itinerary for the DOK Mission
to Haiti covers November 11 – November 15,
2016 as follows:

Friday, November 11: Travel via
American Airlines to Port-au-Prince;
transportation to Guesthouse in Port-au-Prince
Saturday, November 12: Attend Filles
du Roi Assembly at Holy Trinity Cathedral in
Port-au-Prince
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Sunday, November 13: Attend

Assembly and Visit St. Vincent’s Episcopal
School for the Handicapped

Monday, November 14: Visit
Ascension Episcopal School in Carefour,
Lunch at Indigo Beach, Visit & tour The
Apparent Project Ministry Workshop and
Boutique (www.theapparentproject.org)
Tuesday, November 15: Travel via
American Airlines to your home destination
Accommodations will be at “My Father’s
Guesthouse” in Port-au-Prince (www.
myfathersguesthouse.com) a peaceful retreat
atmosphere approximately 6 miles from the Portau-Prince airport. In addition to the airfare from
your home location, the accommodations, meals
and local transportation will be approximately
$400 per person for the 5-day itinerary.
If you would like more information, please
contact Joyce Pipkin by October 1, 2016 at
joyceapipkin@gmail.com or (803) 413-3128.
This experience is surely to be filled with the
hope and light of Christ!

I

nstituted in 2013 by the Rev. Connie Sanchez from
Honduras, Capítulo del Buen Pastor is the first DOK chapter in
Spain. Since I could not be present for the chapter’s institution,
I was delighted that I was able to meet with our Spanish sisters
last September when I was in Madrid. I was blessed by their generous
hospitality and inspired by their service.
The Rev. Jessica Coello is the priest at Iglesia del Buen Pastor (Church
of the Good Shepherd) in Móstoles. She also serves as chapter president,
and she can’t say enough about her wonderful DOK sisters. In Rev.
Jessica’s moving testimony at Triennial, she told us how her chapter’s
prayers helped overcome many obstacles, making it possible for her to
travel to Utah.
At Triennial, Rev. Jessica referred to her chapter as a “macedonia de
frutas”- a fruit salad! The chapter members are a sweet mixture of precious
women from four countries: Spain, Ecuador, Ukraine and Romania.
These hard-working women gather for prayer at least once a week. And
their service projects are meeting an urgent need – they are ministering to
Middle Eastern refugees. Every Saturday the chapter prepares food bags,
and they collect and sort clothing and household items for distribution.
At a recent diocesan women’s meeting, Rev. Jessica shared the Order
as well as our Triennial service project. She asked everyone to bring a
blanket to donate to refugees. How wonderful that Missy’s idea from
Utah has spread halfway around the world. And how wonderful that
when Daughters come together, we bless and inspire each other and our
ministries are multiplied!
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Women + Vows + Crosses =
Daughters Around the World!
By Lindy Kirk, International Chair

The

Junior
		 Messenger

Our Little

Roses
Summer 2016

O
H

ow amazing is our God!
How blessed is our Order!

The Order of the Daughters of
the King® is bringing women from
around the world into a closer relationship
with Our Lord and Savior by sharing the
Good News through our DOK ministry.
The numbers of International women who
desire to take a vow to prayer and service,
and to evangelize God’s love, are growing
more rapidly than your DOK International
Committee could imagine!
When new chapters start in any country,
the International Committee sends the new
charter and a cross for all new Daughters.
DOK has designed special ‘international’
Crosses that are rhodium-plated pewter and
look like our silver crosses. After a long
search, we found a manufacturer for this
Cross here in the US that is affordable--the
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cost is $17 per cross. It is a more reasonable
cost for some of our international sisterhood,
but for many it is still extravagant.
In addition, the International Cross
Account cannot keep up with the cost of the
many needed crosses, especially when there
are 50-100 Daughters in some of our new
chapters!!
Please prayerfully consider donating $17
to the International Cross Account, c/o The
National Office, or donate online. You can
donate as an individual and/or as a chapter.
You will be touching the life of a woman
somewhere in the world who has the same
hopes and beliefs in being a servant of the
Lord as you do. We will be united in spirit,
as well as visibly, by the cross we wear…
around the world! Thank you!
Alleluia, praises to our God!

By Anna Stevenson, Junior Daughters Chair

ur Little Roses is a home for
girls in San Pedro Sula, Honduras. The
girls range in age from 2 to 18 and are
there because they have been removed from an
abusive situation at home. Parishioners from
St. George’s Episcopal Church, Nashville,
Tennessee, visit this home twice a year – in
February and in the summer. Liz Himes,
secretary of the St. Francis Chapter of the
Daughters of the King at St. George’s, has been
seven times! Her first trip was in July 2008,
while her most recent visit was in February.
When she met with the girls, they noticed her
cross and two of them ran to their rooms to
bring back their crosses to show her. She did not
know about the Junior Daughters chapter, called
Our Little Roses.
Some of you may remember
that in January 2014, Susan
Keith, who was then National
Junior Directress, traveled to
San Pedro Sula, Honduras.
She went to help reestablish
the Junior Chapter at Our
Little Roses. Susan took
manuals and study guides in
English and Spanish. She
was able to find a Daughter
to serve as Junior Directress.
Before she left to return
home, there was a Candlelight
Service where 17 girls began
their journey to becoming

Junior Daughters of the King. According to
Susan, the girls have been active in service
projects since her visit and the chapter was
reinstated last year. The girls who completed the
study were admitted and given their crosses.
Now they have silver chains to proudly
display their crosses! When Liz learned that
they had been using twine to wear their crosses,
she proposed a service project to the St. Francis
Chapter to raise money to purchase and send
silver chains for the girls. The project was a
success and as seen in the picture, each girl
received a bright blue foil bag with a silver chain
and a card that states, “We are praying for you”.
This is a beautiful gift and I am happy to be
writing this wonderful story of what it means to
be a Daughter of the King.

Junior Daughters from the Our Little Roses Chapter in San Pedro
Sula, Honduras.
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A First Time

All three Junior
Daughters enjoyed the
experience and said
they would be back
again next year.

Ex p er ie n c e

By Sara Heck, Province V Junior Directress.

singing with us, and getting to meet so many
wonderful people. I most certainly would recommend
this to anyone who can go. This was the best
adventure I have had so far with many more to come,
I’m sure! I wouldn’t change anything about it except
to have more time! There wasn’t enough time at all!
I miss everyone so much! I can’t wait to see everyone
again!”

Rizzo, McKenna and Laney are Junior Daughters from Province V
who attended the Spring Assembly/Retreat.

T

hree girls from the Rebekah and Esther JDOK
Chapter of Strum, Wisconsin, attended the Province V
Spring Assembly/Retreat in Frankfort, Illinois, over Mother’s
Day weekend. This was the first time ever that Junior
Daughters have joined senior Daughters in Province V for a Retreat
like this. Here is what the girls had to say about the Retreat:
Laney, age 11: The best thing about the Retreat: “We got to meet a
lot of new people. We got to make rosaries. Carol, because she was fun and
nice and she taught us how to make rosaries. We had a lot of fun walking
the Prayer Labyrinth. We got to go swimming. I would recommend it for
next year.”
McKenna, age 11: “The best thing about the Retreat was how
nice all the people were and how open they were. It was so nice to meet
everyone and talk with them. The Prayer Labyrinth was awesome. It
was so peaceful and calm there, too. I would definitely recommend going
there next year.”
Rizzo, age 16: “I really enjoyed my time going to the Retreat! I had
a blast! My favorite part of it all was singing for everyone, everyone
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Amanda (Rizzo’s Mom and Daughter-inDiscernment):”Knowing I would be driving the
trip, and without my boys, I wasn’t looking forward
to the travel. Sara Heck was the BEST navigator!
My stress-free drive was the wonderful turn around.
I was nervous to meet new people but everyone was
wonderful. I don’t think there was one person that
didn’t make me want to go back. Everyone I spent my
time with talked with me like we were old friends.
A few times I even had to remember the purpose for
our weekend. To be able to go, or if anyone asked me,
I would definitely say GO! I had the most peaceful,
welcoming weekend I’ve had in as long as I can
remember.”
The consensus was that, even though they were
meeting new Daughters for the first time, they all
felt welcome and that the senior Daughters were
all so “friendly” and “relatable.” All liked walking
the Prayer Labyrinth and all recommended
enthusiastically that others come to the next
Retreat. At this Retreat, our Juniors also had
unique access and opportunity to spend small
group and personal time with both our National
Junior Directress, Anna Stevenson, and our
National DOK President, Susan O’Brien.

As Directress of this Chapter and Province V
Junior Directress, I also enjoyed the Retreat. My
favorite parts were watching my Juniors fit in so
seamlessly with the senior Daughters; walking the
Prayer Labyrinth; sharing information and ideas
about starting new JDOK Chapters with others;
and making new friends with my sisters-inChrist. I look forward to next year’s Retreat with
great enthusiasm.

“I wouldn’t change
anything about it
except to have
more time! There
wasn’t enough
time for it all!”
In the meantime, I am in the process of making
a packet with a summary of my workshop on
Ideas/Helps for Starting a JDOK Chapter, which
will have some templates and tips that have been
useful for me. Please contact Anna Stevenson if
you are interested in this packet.
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By Judi Gustafson

Daughter Judi Gustafson sponsors Priti, pictured her in the red jacket.

of dormitories for foreign guests. There are
lovely gardens and mango trees.

T

However, there is also a hostel for girls
and boys from the slums. There is an eye
clinic where numerous cataract surgeries are
performed. There is a beloved music teacher,
Ruth, who has created a strings orchestra of
slum children. It goes on … across the Diocese
of Durgapur, Bishop Dutta and the DWFCS
have established six Child Development Centers
with 4 Hostels for slum and tribal children. 350
children are fed, clothed, educated, and loved.
They succeed in music, dance, Tai Kwon Do,
sewing. They succeed in SCHOOL! They have
a chance of a future.

Today, on the grounds of St. Michael’s Church, there are
certainly Diocesan Offices and even a Cathedral! There are a series

The Episcopal Diocese of Western North
Carolina companions with this Durgapur
Diocese. Many people throughout the diocese
sponsor children in West Bengal, India. There
are two Daughters of the King chapters there:
the Daughters of Hope and the Daughters of
Faith. Last February, the first Junior Daughters
received their charter. The following girls are
now officially Junior Daughters: Manju Tudu,

In February, the first Junior Daughters of Durgapur, West Bengal, India received their charter.
The Episcopal Diocese of Western North Carolina companions with the Durgapur Diocese and
together help sponsor these Junior Daughters.
en years ago, Bishop Probal Kanto Dutta (an Anglican
priest and leader in the Church of North India) came to
the “Diocese” of Durgapur, West Bengal, India, to find no
buildings and an overgrowth of grass and snakes in the area
designated for the Diocesan offices. His wife, Rita, tells that
she kept the blinds closed, so she could not see the snakes outside.
However, Rita had no trouble going down the street to the slum and
noticing that there were too many children not in school. When you
first meet Rita and speak with her, you will get the idea that she is a
reticent Bishop’s wife, prone to creating a fine mango chutney. May
I tell you that she and the women she has gathered in the Durgapur
Women’s Fellowship for Christian Service (DWFCS) are some of the
bravest, strongest women that I have ever met?!
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Lovely gardens and mango trees adorn the
grounds of St. Michael’s Church.
Chandni Das, Sumita Baskey, Shanti Khetrapal,
Priyanka Das, Mandira Chowdhury, Payel Das,
Elisha Nerjari, Anita Karmakar, Puja Mahato,
Stella Lippert, Angela Lippert, Mousumi
Hansda, Sanjukta Laikhuram, & Sonia Soren.
Sangita Lippert and Lorraine Kobiraj are the
Junior Directresses.
Please join in prayer for these great women!
... and of course, for their splendid Bishop!
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JUnior Daughters Around The provinces: Province III

Save The Date

Triennial 2018

Prayer Warriors Junior Chapter Admits Four
The Prayer Warriors Junior Chapter admitted four new members on October 11, 2015, at St. David’s
Episcopal Church, North Chesterfield (Richmond), Virginia. Pictured are Vee Hancock (Directress),
Ashley Harrison (Junior President), Darriell Chadwick, Naomi Robison, Carol Todd (Directress), Rebecca
Robison, Ryenne Robison, and the Rev. Elizabeth Felicetti, Rector and Chaplain for both the Junior and
Senior chapters. There are four directress for this chapter. The Prayer Warriors have been very active in
service projects, planting flowers in the Prayer Garden, helping to feed our overnight guests for CARITAS
(Congregations Around Richmond Involved To Assure Shelter), decorating the Christmon tree, and writing
prayers for the “Lenten Survival Guide” bags (a package of tools for help with Lenten devotions).

June 20-24, 2018
The Renaissance at the
Arboretum, Austin, TX

Junior Daughters Around The provinces: Province IV

“A Closer Walk with God”
—The New DOK Informational DVD!

Mary & Martha
Juniors Keep On
Collecting
In March, the St. Mary and Martha
Junior Daughters of the King from
Holy Trinity Episcopal Church held
their Third Annual Food Drive to
support the M.I. Lewis Food Bank
in Dickinson, Texas. For about four
hours, they walked door to door to
collect non-perishable food items
for those in need. These beautiful
girls shared their time and smiles
with others! We are already looking
forward to next year!

By Pam Runyon, Executive Board Advisor,Past President

DVD Project Team - Annemarie Delgado, Jen Mariano and I - are pleased to announce the
T he
completion of The Order’s new informational video! It is available for purchase for $10 through the
online store.

I am thankful for Annemarie and Jen and for everyone who contributed in any way to this project,
especially all those who submitted photos, and those who filmed and starred in the videos. When you
watch the DVD, don’t miss the credits at the end, which include Roger Grenier’s music and a few surprises!
Originally scheduled to debut at Triennial 2015, the video was delayed when, due to unforeseen
circumstances, our production company was unable to complete the video. We were blessed that a new
production company, Digital Bard in Frederick, Maryland, took over the project mid-stream and they have
beautifully captured our vision. Praise God for His timing and provision!
“A Sisterhood,” our previous informational video, served us well for ten years, but it was time to
produce a more current version. It is our hope that this new DVD will be used at informational meetings
to provide an up-to-date overview of our Order to prospective members. Since it can also be viewed in
separate sections, we expect it to be a helpful resource for use with the National Study Guide. But most of
all, we pray that it will encourage many women to take a closer walk with God.
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I Saw God

A cloud takes the shape of an angel.

By Ceil Thornton, New Jersey Diocesan President

May 2016
Day 1

God works in so many ways. All we need to do
to see Him at work is pay attention.

“The day rose
gloriously, sun shining,
warmer than yesterday.”
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I was just remembering, what a great weekend.
In getting my thoughts together. . . On Friday
May 13th on our way up to Albany, New York
to our Province II Assembly at Christ the King
Spiritual Life Center, the three of us chatted
about many things. How is so and so and what
is happening in church, and it was heard what’s
her name, so and so’s sister in-law passed away,
and to learn another day it was true the deceased
was an old friend of mine. The further we
traveled up from New Jersey toward Albany, the
weather became dismally gray and raining. After
registering and settled in our rooms, we began
greeting old friends and meeting new ones. We
had evening prayer, then dinner and prayer for
the beginning of the special evening service,
which included the washing of feet. How
inspiring, to have brought back the often read
memory of Jesus doing thus for his apostles. By
this time it was dark and the weather had cleared
up. What a beautiful night sky, we had a candlelit processing back to Kings Inn.

Day 2

singing. God sent the Holy Spirit right at that
time I do believe! I will cherish that memory.

In the wee hours of the morning of the next
day, some of us gathering in the kitchen, at
The Spiritual Life Center, sharing memories of
our past journeys to Province II for worship, is
the God-given time which is so precious and
comforting. The fellowship, the Holy Spirit
among us. Praise God! The day rose gloriously,
sun shining, warmer than yesterday. After
Morning Prayer, we were off to breakfast. Then
over to Great Hall for registration of Daughters
who were just arriving that Saturday. The
Business Meeting was held, the parade of
Chapter Banners and singing the hymn, “Order
My Steps” which was Province II’s theme. We
had a break in the meeting to walk over to the
Welcome Center building for lunch. In walking
back to the community room a wonderful thing
happened. A Daughter of the King needed a
wheel chair. Another Daughter began pushing,
I followed up in the rear. The Daughter being
wheeled, burst out in in a beautiful voice singing
“His Eye Is on the Sparrow”. We joined her in

We moved from the community room into the
Chapel. The entrance Hymn, “Lift High the Cross”
was sung. The Reverend Jean DeVaty, celebrated
the Holy Eucharist and led the Rededication of
The Order of the Daughters of the King® Rule
of Life. A Remembrance Service for Departed
Daughters was lovingly held by President Janet
Papa, with Diocesan Presidents participating.
Shoes, sneakers, slippers, and sandals were
blessed for being sent in support of the mission
work throughout the world. A love offering
was taken for sending to National for the Self
Denial Fund.
A group picture was taken in the Chapel.
We were not able to stay for the last day of the
Assembly, due to a Sunday church engagement
back home. We were truly thankful for being
able to share that wonderful time with our Sisters
in Christ.
To God Be the Glory
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Province IIgathers for Assembly

From The Royal Cross News Editor

By Susan Towson

By Yvonne McCallum-Peters

Fifty-five Daughters
from around Province II
gathered together in May.

Your Voices Were Heard

D

“Order my steps in your word, dear Lord…”
Psalm 119: 133

T

hese are the words of our theme
song with which we began our Province
II DOK Assembly on Friday 13th May.
Fifty-five daughters from the four dioceses
– Albany, Long Island, New York City, and
New Jersey- attended our Assembly and retreat
at the Christ the King Spiritual Life Center in
Greenwich, New York.
Daughters in Province II who have not
attended any Assembly at Christ the King
Center have been missing out on an opportunity
to feel spiritually refreshed. The CTK Center is
ideally situated at the top of a hill surrounded by
a perfect landscape which only the master artist
could have created,
Janet Papa, Province II President, did an
excellent job of challenging Daughters to pose
the question: ”Well God, how will you order
my steps?” Also, like our Savior did, daughters
washed one another’s feet and prayed with those
who felt the need for special prayers.
In addition to our business meeting, daughters
had corporate worship on Saturday, May 14th,
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where they heard the Rev. Jean DeVaty preach
about Harriet Starr Cannon who started the
Sisters of St. Mary and how The Order of the
Daughters of the King® is also instrumental
in carrying out Jesus’ charge to the disciples
to pray, serve, and evangelize. Daughters also
brought shoes, sandals, sneakers, and slippers to
be blessed before they are sent to the needy in
Madagascar and other missions.
On Sunday, May 15th, those daughters who
stayed on at the King’s Inn attended service at
The Oratory of Christ the Healer. Once again,
daughters were spiritually fed by the word, This
message was delivered by the priest-in charge of
the CTK Spiritual Life Center, the Rev, Matt
Baker. Rev. Matt’s message on Pentecost, as
well as his reflections on missing opportunities
to minister to others, struck a familiar chord
in all who heard it. What better way is there
to re-connect to our King than by being still,
ministered to, sharing, and remembering that he
whom we serve is God, indeed? And what better
way is there to hear His voice ordering our steps?
As our Province II President advices us: “Do
not ask God to order your footsteps, if you are
not prepared to move your feet.”

ue to the resistance to
the new format of the “Around the
Province” portion of the Royal Cross
Pantone 286 C
the decision was made to go back to
publishing as many of the pictures and articles as
space will allow. Any unused pictures and articles
will be sent on to your Province President to be
used in their newsletters and/or archived.

Most of the pictures and articles we receive are
of the admittance of new Daughters into existing
Chapters. We would love to see more pictures
and articles of Daughters doing service in their
Churches and throughout their communities.
Sharing this information helps and challenges
other Daughters to do more in the service of
their Lord.

Around The provinces: Province II

Two New
Members
Join Christ
Episcopal
Two new members were
welcomed into Christ the King
Chapter at Christ Episcopal
Church, Hornell, N.Y. on October
25, 2015. Pictured left to right are
Chaplain Carla Aslakson-Yarnal,
new members Amy Davies and
Kathleen McGregor and President
Janet Chaffee.
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Around The provinces: Province III

Around The provinces: Province IV

Grace Episcopal Installs New Chaplain
The Amy Harold Chapter at Grace Episcopal Church, Ocala, Florida installed their Chaplain, Deacon Mary
Delancy, on February 28, 2016. 

Four New Daughters Join St. Mark’s Episcopal
in Alexandria, Virginia

T

here was a sweet, sweet, spirit at
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, in Alexandria,
Virginia, on April 10th, with the admittance
of four new Daughters of the King. They were
Lovette Elliott, (Josephine Bakhita Chapter); and
Marta Pineda, Julia Robles, and Gabriella Pineda
(Santa Elizabet Chapter, our diocese’s first Spanish
chapter.) Adding to the specialness of the day was
the presence of our Diocesan President, Carolyn
Backus, who presented Marta Pineda, Chapter
President, with her chapter’s charter. As the study
leader, I felt honored to present each Daughter
with her cross. In the tradition of San Marcos, hugs
from each member of the congregation followed.
During the preparation study, we shared with
our prospective Daughters, the joy that many of
us experienced when our admittance services
were attended by members from other chapters.
This, again, proved to be the case. In addition to
the members from the Josephine Bakhita Chapter,
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were members from St. David’s, Church of the
Good Shepherd, St. Paul’s, Christ Church, (all
from our diocese); and, St. Timothy’s, from the
Diocese of Washington, DC. We also received,
and greatly appreciated, messages from members
of other chapters, who were unable to attend, but
held us in prayer and sent us their best wishes.
The service, which was bilingual, was led by The
Reverends John Weatherly, Meredith Heffner, and
Adolfo Moronta. It was followed by a wonderful
reception, prepared by members of San Marcos
and cake, provided by the Josephine Bakhita
Chapter. Tatiana Andronikova, Music Directress
for St. Mark’s provided special music. We were
blessed with a perfect day!
Sheryl Sims
Josephine Bakhita Chapter President
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church - Alexandria,VA

19 Members Attend Meeting at St. Francis
An annual meeting of the Southwest Florida Deanery of the Central Florida Diocese was held on April
23, 2016. Nineteen members of The Order of the Daughters of the King® attended the meeting at the
St. Francis Episcopal Church in Lake Placid, Florida. The Rev. Elizabeth L. Nelson celebrated Holy Eucharist
with a sermon on the role of DOK in the world today. Linda Moore, a registered nurse, spoke on the
“Five Wishes,” a guideline for preparing a living will. Southwest Deanery Co-Chair Lalene Jacelon organized
the meeting, along with members of the DOK St. Francis of Assisi chapter. The meeting included coffee,
refreshments and a delicious lunch. It was a lovely and informative day for all who attended.
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Members of the Ruth Chapter
of St. Luke’s Gather
Member of the Ruth Chapter of St. Luke’s Episcopal Church of Scottsboro, Alabama. Seated (L-R): Connie
Estes, Janice Bragg. Standing (L-R): Nancy Bradford, Lee Anne Hodges, Susie Barker (President), Celia Jeffrey,
Janet Sage (Vice President), Ann Moody, Deborah Miller (Secretary), Gini Stone (Past President), Becky
Bridges, and Marilyn Olcott (Treasurer).

Epiphany
Chapter
at Trinity
Church
Inducts
Seven
Six of the new members of the DOK Epiphany Chapter at Trinity Church, Myrtle Beach, SC were inducted
into the Chapter at the Service of Admission on Sunday, January 10, 2016 at the church. Sheila Myers will be
formally inducted at a later date. There will be 35 members when she is inducted.
Front row left to right are new members Caitlin Rawcliffe, Saundra Beckman, Sally Callahan, Gail
Ramsbottom, Lou Smith and Trish Taylor. 13 members were able to join them for the photo. Top row, second
from left is President, Sue Farley. Several other Daughters were able to join the group at a reception where
music director, Ashley Sosis, led them in singing the Motto of the Order “For His Sake.” She also played “Lift
High the Cross” at the end of the Service of Admission.


St. Mark’s
Episcopal
Church &
School
Admits Nine
Seven of our nine members, discerned, prepared, and were admitted to the Order on May 10, 2015. Six
of these new Daughters became strongly committed while on their pilgrimage to the Holy Land. During
a lovely and exciting service of the Holy Eucharist, vows were firmly taken and secured in the hearts and
minds of those already engaged in following a “Rule of Life.” At this time, the Chapter of St. Mark’s was
renewed and awakened.
From left to right (front row) The Reverend Robert G. Trache, Rector of St. Mark’s, Joy James Williams,
presently the Diocesan President of The Order of the Daughters of the King® of Southeast Florida, Ruth
Foss, presently the Diocesan Alpha Fund Chair, Lea Tilbury, Carol Lee Ortman, and The Reverend Eliza R.
Ragsdale, Deacon. Second row: Pia Delvaille, Donna McGinty, Billie Hairston, Holly Hoyle-McAneny, and
Sandra Hoyle. Not pictured:Yvonne McKibben.
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Church of the Cross at Bluffton, SC Blessed
with Five Members
We were blessed to have five new Daughters join our chapter on June 25, 2016 at the Gracetime Service.
Officiating at the service of installation was Pastor Jonathan Riddle. Joyfully wearing their new crosses are,
from left to right, B. J. Silver, Lee Borcik, Helen Becker, Sheila Collins and Fran Kirby. They are joined on the
right by outgoing president Diane McNamara.
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Around The provinces: Province VI

St. Mary’s Episcopal Gains Two New Members
Admission service, Sunday, February 28, 2016. St. Mary’s Chapter, St. Columb’s Episcopal Chruch, Ridgeland,
MS. Left to right are new members, Tammy Vaughan and Melissa Brady; Chapter President - Claire Jackson;
New members - Alyssa Sikora and Kaye Spencer; National Study Guide Leader, Deenie Grubbs.

St. Anne’s Celebrates
with Annual
Gathering

S
Sts. Mary & Martha Hold Service of Admission
Sts. Mary and Martha Chapter at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Albany, Georgia held a service of admission
on March 6, 2016 for two new members, The Reverend Leigh Hall and Elizabeth “ Liza” Pickett. The Very
Reverend Lee Lowery officiated. Mother Leigh Hall will also serve as the chapter’s new chaplain and she was
presented with the chapter’s chaplain’s cross at the service. St. Paul’s chapter of Daughters of the King began
in March of 1979.
38 The Royal Cross | Summer 2016

t Anne’s Chapter celebrated Christmas
with their annual gathering at Anna Carter’s
beautifully decorated home. Our gift to
each other is spending time together over lunch
and celebrating our Lord Jesus Christ. Top row:
Marleen Edberg, Sandy Torres, Anna Stevenson. 2nd
row: Verlene White, Donna Wood, Audrey Aldrich.
3rd row: Sue Rhine, Anna Carter, Julie Matt. 4th
row: Margaret Willingham, Bonnie Stockum, Peg
Osborne. 5th row: Ruth Bucy, Julie Johnson, Mary
Lou Hall. What a blessed time we had.
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Around The provinces: Province VII

Five New Members Join St. Catherine’s
in Austin, TX
St. Catherine’s Chapter of The Order of the Daughters of the King® at All Saints’ Episcopal Church in
Austin, Texas was thrilled to welcome five new members at its Service of Admission on February 28,
2016, officiated by the Reverend Mike Adams.

St. Mark’s Episcopal Welcomes New Members
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church Richmond, Texas, Mary of Bethany Chapter is pleased to welcome new
members to the chapter. Pictured during a recent installation are: Front row left to right Jeannie Reaves,
Chris Abbott, Jerri Carington, Sandy Barkerding, Jennifer Kirkland (new member), Sara Hawkes (new
member), Isobel Gotschall, Dorothy Dawlearn Back row left to right Kathy Barzilla, Alysoun Marks
(President), Barbara Schneiber, Sarah Peters, Susan Pinter, Nancy Brown, Sarah Baetz, Melissa Hamon.

Three Installed at Blessed Virgin Mary

Four Daughters Join Mary & Martha Chapter
in Bastrop, TX

Sunday, November 15, 2015 three lovely ladies, Marlene Vann, Susan Quinton and Sandra Lillard, were
installed into the Blessed Virgin Mary Chapter of DOK at the Church of the Annunciation, Lewisville,
Texas. The ladies are pictured here with their devout and wonderful instructor, Jan Nourse and Earlene
Nicola, President of the Dallas Diocese DOK.

Sisters of Mary and Martha Chapter in Bastrop,Texas welcomed in 4 new daughters by induction on January
24, 2016. left to right: Dell Ford (Sec/Treasurer), Charlotte Pace(new daughter), Kathee Mazac (new daughter),
Jeanine Williams (new daughter), Sherri DeLeon (newdaughter), Sara Axton (President), Jamie McDonald
(member), Robin Powell (member), Barbara Kayton (Vice President) and Theresa Rentfro (member).
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Grace Episcopal Admits Three
On the First Sunday of Epiphany Grace Chapter, Grace Episcopal Church, Georgetown, Texas admitted
three new members and re-instated two members. Fr. Phillip Turner told the congregation, “The
Daughters of the King have the special duty of praying for the church and every rector can depend on
them fulfilling that duty. Their prayers are a source of our comfort and strength.”

Around The provinces: Province VIII

Priscilla Chapter of
St. Luke’s Welcomes
New Members
The Priscilla Chapter of St. Luke’s Episcopal
Church in Sequim, Washington, welcomed
Barbara Heckard and Mary Frye as its newest
members on Sunday, April 24, 2016. The
Reverend Bill Tarter officiated at the admission
ceremony. Most of the Daughters were present
and hosted the coffee hour with a special cake
to celebrate the special occasion.

St. Elizabeth Chapter of Carmel Valley Gathers
St. Elizabeth Chapter, Charter# 5099, was instituted December 13, 2015 at St. Dunstan’s Episcopal
Church in Carmel Valley, California. The first Photo shows our Provincial President, Mrs. Cynthia Carson,
presenting the Charter to our rector, The Rev. Rob Fisher. The second photo depicts the new daughters
who were admitted into the Order by our Diocesan President,The Rev. Joan Anderson. The third photo
shows the St. Elizabeth Chapter Daughters with our Clergy. The names from left to right in the third
photo are Elizabeth Heston, Marilyn Green, Anne Healey, Rev. Rob Fisher, Rector, Rev. Marcia Lockwood,
Assistant Priest, Marguerite McWilliams, and June Saunders.
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All Saints of Arizona Blesses Shawls
On the Weekend of May 21/22, the clergy of All Saints’ Episcopal Church blessed 15 prayer shawls that
were made by the DOK Prayer Shawl ministry. The ladies meet to work on shawls monthly and once
blessed, are given to those facing serious medical issues.
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How To Contact the
National Office
Phone
770-517-8552
Fax
770-517-8066
Email
DOK1885@doknational.org
Website
www.doknational.org

Submitting News

The best way to submit news about your
chapter, diocese, or province is online at:
http://www.doknational.
org/?page=RoyalCross
Fill in the form and at the bottom of the
form you are requested to upload your
JPG picture. Make sure you submit a high
resolution (largest file) version of your digital
color picture. We request JPG files between
200KB and 3MB in size.
You may want to write your article in a word
processing program and then copy and paste it
into the “article text” section of the online form.
Next deadline: September 1, 2016
for the Fall 2016 issue.

The Royal Cross Gift Subscription Form
A subscription to the Order’s official publication is a great way to get the latest news and information
about The Orderof the Daughters of the King® nationally and worldwide. It’s a great way to keep your
clergy or chaplain involved in what’s happening within the Order and is also available for purchase for
Daughters who have been approved for Dues Relief. An annual gift subscription to The Royal Cross is just
$15. Renewable annually—non-transferable.
You may subscribe by completing and mailing in this form with payment or by subscribing online at
https://doknational.site-ym.com/store/ and selecting The Royal Cross at the bottom of the page.
Name on Subscription ________________________________________________________________
Address______________________________ City_______________________ State____ Zip_______
Given by ___________________________________ Province_____ Diocese ____________________
Chapter_____________________________________ Church_________________________________
Check #_______made payable to The Order of the Daughters of the King® [Note:There is a $35 fee for each returned check.]
Or Credit Card 		
o Visa 		
o MasterCard 		
o Discover
Card#____________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV Code ___________
Cardholder Signature_________________________________________________________________
City ____________________ State _____ Zip ______________
Mail to: The Order of the Daughters of the King®, 101 Weatherstone Drive Ste 870, Woodstock, GA 30188.
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