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Have you ever seen
A pride of kittens at play?
They frolic and run.
They bounce off each other.
There is a lot of apparent chaos.

Winter 2016

And then there are always one or two
who are shy and bashful,
Staying in the background,
Trying to find out what is happening.
They hiss and spit at each other.
They chase the light together.
They are bold and daring.
They draw the shy and bashful into the
game.
Or think of an orchestra
Just arriving on stage
Each musician tunes their instrument
Resulting in a cacophony of sound.
Then the section leaders
Gather the various individuals
Into a unified section
And you now hear strings and flutes and drums.
When the conductor steps up to the podium
The individual voices and sections
Cease their separate sounds
And all come together with a unified sound.
Now you hear the flutes trilling above the horns
Which are playing a deep undercurrent
And the strings with their melody
And the drums providing a steady rhythm.
With these images
Now think of new National Council Members
At their first National Council Meeting.

The more experienced work at encouraging
those who are new.
In spite of differences at the start, they work
together.
Individuals with questions and dreams
Work with others with similar concerns
And throughout the meeting
Find a common theme
And work towards a unified mission.
And at the end of the day
The youngest and the oldest
Have come together to work and to play
To worship together
And to respect and honor each other.
The Celebration Chapter
Has cried together and laughed together
Has supported each other
And in the end is a unified voice
Working for the good of The Order
And the extension of Christ’s Kingdom into
the world.

CORRECTION
An error appeared on p. 4 of the Triennial issue of The Royal Cross.
Under “Call for books by Daughters,” contact information for Grace Sears should have
read gracesears@doknational.org (NOT gracesears@doknational.com).
Our sincere apologies go to authors whose e-mails bounced back because of the error.
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In Preparation

I

n preparation for our recent
National Council meeting, our Worship
and Devotion chair, Nancy Severin, sent
out a request for each of us to bring “an
important or beloved Scripture passage or song
lyric or a poem (short) that speaks to your heart
or a quotation of any kind that moves you.” I
thought, “That will be easy; I have so many
to choose from, familiar well-remembered
Scripture and quotes that inspired me in
the past.” Then I thought, “No, make this a
challenge.” When I am asked, “When did you
last experience God in your life?” I don’t answer
with a story from my ancient past, so I should
not use a quote from my past but rather one that
speaks to me now.

Pantone 286 C

To discern which quote spoke to me now,
however, I felt I first needed to review the quotes
that spoke to me in the past. This exercise
developed into a spiritual timeline where I
saw God with me in my journey from a new
perspective. As I remembered each quote, I
recollected what was happening in my life at the
time and the relationships that described my life.
During a particularly stressful time, a quote from
Hebrews (13:5) “I will never leave you nor forsake
you,” was especially comforting to me. This was
the first quote entered in this timeline.
The second quote was actually the whole third
verse from the hymn “Joyful, Joyful We Adore
Thee” (words by Henry Van Dyke):

Thou art giving and forgiving, ever blessing,
ever blessed,
Wellspring of the joy of living, ocean depth of
happy rest!
Thou our Father, Christ our Brother, all who
live in love are Thine;
Teach us how to love each other, lift us to the
joy divine.
Another meaningful quote on my timeline is
a verse from another hymn, “Amazing Grace”
(words by John Newton): “Through many
dangers, toils, and snares, I have already come; ‘tis
grace hath brought me safe thus far, and grace will
lead me home.”
Moving further along my timeline, quotes
from Psalms have spoken to me, including from
Psalm 139: 15-16: “My frame was not hidden
from you when I was made in the secret place,
when I was woven together in the depths of the
earth. Your eyes saw my unformed body; all the days
ordained for me were written in your book before
one of them came to be.” In the joyful chaos that
was life raising four boys, the meditative quality
of Psalm 46:10 spoke to me: “Be still and know
that I am God.” At a time when I needed a new
perspective on living out my Daughter’s vows to
pray and to serve, the verse from Micah (6:8)
spoke to me: “He has shown you, O mortal, what
is good. And what does the Lord require of you? To
act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly
with your God.”
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From The President

From The Royal Cross editor

Continued From Page 3

Continued From Page 4

I am aware that God spoke to me in the
above-mentioned quotes, giving me the
words I needed to read just as He sent His
messengers at other times. He also gave me
quotes of praise and thanksgiving, which I
have captured in my timeline, too. However,
in these quotes I also learned about God, His
steadfastness and care, His quiet and peace,
justice and mercy. I learned about His gifts
of joy, grace, and love. This knowledge of
God from the quotes that have spoken to me
over the years is the “new perspective” this
exercise added to my spiritual journey.

of several sisters who possess excellent editorial
skills, Kathy Deas, St Luke’s Chapter President,
Bronx, NY, Paulette Sibert, NY Diocesan
President and Ceil Thornton, NJ Diocesan
President...Many thanks.

How long has it been since you compiled or
updated your spiritual timeline? I encourage
Scripture and inspirational quotes posted over the
you to draw a new timeline by aligning events
Living Altar at the recent National Council meeting.
in your life with the quotes that have spoken to
you, discovering more about God’s presence in
given, the gift of faith. “Now faith is the assurance
your story. If we were to share our timelines, I’m
of things hoped for, the conviction of things not
sure we would find both quotes and events in
seen.” — Hebrews 11:1
common, God’s threads weaving us together in
His creation.
For His Sake,
As this spiritual timeline currently ends, the quote
that speaks to me reminds me of another gift God has
Susan

From The Royal Cross Editor By Katherine Marshall-Polite

Greetings My Sisters,

I

spent the first several months
observing the editing process as executed
by our very experienced and competent
past President Grace Sears. I am grateful
for Graces’ patience and detailed explanation of
each step along the way to completion.
I am humbled and honored to serve on council
as your Editor of The Royal Cross. Though
somewhat nervous but steadfast in my resolve
to serve as requested, God sent help in the form
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families and me once again not with my
people”.
Hope thanked Joy for stopping and taking
the time to talk to him, apologized to Joy
and his grandmother for his disrespect
and agreed to be more of a support to his
grandmother. Joy offered to be there for
Hope as someone to talk to and assist him
when needed.

With input and guidance from the Executive
Board, The Royal Cross will move in a slightly
different direction to include the following
articles:
A story that features a project undertaken
by a Chapter: Please continue to send in
those articles and include the outcome
of many of the wonderful ministries our
Chapters undertake. I recently heard a
young lady share that she sang in a Youth
Chorus that was supported by our order.
Of course she said organization…but as
she continued she stated that she went
on to college and majored in music. Her
intent is to teach and share her gift with
many young people.
An uplifting and encouraging word about
God’s awesome work in someone’s life to
serve as a source of encouragement and a
blessing.
A friend (we’ll call Joy) recently shared
that he was on his way out to get his
morning coffee and paper. He heard a
young man (we’ll call Hope) screaming
at the top of his lungs at an elderly
women. Of course he had the option
of continuing on his mission but was so
distraught at the anger and disrespect
displayed by Hope that he was compelled
to stop and intervene. It turned out
that this verbally abusive exchange was
between a grandson and grandmother.
Hope is being raised by his grandmother
as his parents are unable to be in his life.
As Joy intervened it was revealed it was
Hope’s birthday and he was really in pain
because his parents are not in his life
and unable to provide what Hope thinks
he should have. With the Holiday
approaching Hope was not looking
forward to another Holiday being
surrounded by “Happy people with their

A story of faith that provides an
opportunity to learn and or grow
spiritually, and as daughters I know we
have tons to share.
A Book Review column featuring reviews
of spiritually-based literature. Please see this
month’s review on page 25 done by Nancy
Severin. Thank you Nancy.
Sisters, I know that The Royal Cross serves as a
ray of Hope and Inspiration to many. We leave
it at the senior or recreation center or the doctor’s
waiting room to share with others serving as
ministry to many.
So Daughters sharpen your “pencils” and get
ready to send in your articles share your Joy and
Let’s “Take Risk”!!!!
“But the fruit of the Spirit is Love, Joy, Peace,
Patience, Kindness, Goodness, Faithfulness,
Gentleness, Self-Control; against such things there is
no law” — Galatians 5:22‐23
For His Sake,
Kathy
Friendly request: Please include your Chapter,
Diocese and Province with your submissions at
the top of the Page.
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A New

Beginning

An Honor and a Privilege
The Episcopal Church is in good hands.
Attendees walk in front of
the Washington National
Cathedral on the way to
the installation ceremony.

The service began with several preludes, a
carillon prelude, an organ prelude, a choral prelude
and a Native American drumming prelude.
The people remained seated as the Washington
National Cathedral procession, the Ecumenical
and Interfaith procession and the Anglican
Communion procession and the Episcopal
Church procession entered the Cathedral. The
people stood as the House of Bishops procession
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The service continued with the renewal of
Baptismal Vows, then the Seating of the 27th
Presiding Bishop with Bishops Schori and Curry
processing to the altar for the presentation of
the primatial staff. Then Bishop Jefferts Schori
presented the new Presiding Bishop and his
family to the people. The people greeted him
with hearty applause!
After prayers from the Anglican Communion,
Ecumenical and Interfaith communities, the
collects, and liturgy of the word, Bishop Curry
took the pulpit. He preached a sermon that
made me proud to be an active member of the
Episcopal Church, a huge pep rally with 4,000
fans cheering for evangelism, racial reconciliation
and the Jesus Movement! Led by the Episcopal
Church and our new head cheerleader, Presiding
Bishop Michael Bruce Curry preached that God
hasn’t given up on this world, and He hasn’t given
up on the Episcopal Church! God isn’t through
with us yet! We have much work to do in the
way of evangelism, reconciliation and the Jesus
Movement with the Episcopal Church is leading
the way. I have never been more proud to be an
Episcopalian and a Daughter of the King.

I

t was my honor
and a privilege to
attend the Holy
Eucharist with the
Installation of the 27th
Presiding Bishop and Primate
of the Episcopal Church, The
Most Reverend Michael Bruce
Curry, November 1, 2015
at the Washington National
Cathedral. After a glorious
service, it is safe to say that the
Episcopal Church is in good
hands!

God, baptized in St. Simon of Cyrene Church on
May 3, 1953, and since that time I have sought to
be a faithful disciple of Jesus Christ.

The service continued with the Lord’s Prayer.

entered the cathedral. The bishops processed once,
twice, then filed off into their seats forming a
large red cross within the cathedral. (See picture
on page 7.) The excitement building, the Holy
Spirit palpable, when the cathedral went so quiet
that we could hear the proverbial pin drop, the
next sounds we heard were three loud raps on the
cathedral’s front door!
Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori answered the
door and asked Bishop Curry to identify himself.
He said: “I am Michael Bruce Curry, child of

All the people held hands, even the Bishops
across the aisles, and raised clasped hands in
praise and sang the Lord’s Prayer. It was deeply
spiritual and reduced me to tears; once again, the
palpable presence of the Holy Spirit filled the
cathedral. Words cannot adequately describe or
express the awesome experience.
Following a smooth and expedient communion
of thousands, the post communion hymn All
Are Welcome was sung. The hymn at the
closing was Lift Every Voice and Sing. Bishop
Curry promptly processed down the aisle
among applause and exited the front door of the
Cathedral out into the courtyard. A receiving
line immediately formed for the new Presiding
Bishop to greet his new congregation.
For two solid hours, Bishop Curry greeted
each person genuinely and warmly. He posed
for pictures; signed programs and prayer books;
laughed, hugged and prayed, blessing all who
spoke to him. I sat quietly nearby watching and
praying silently for him for supernatural strength
and energy. Imagine having a party with over
1,000 guests and having to greet them all? It is
an overwhelming thought! But greet each one
he did. After two hours watching and praying, I
decided to stand at the back of the line and take
my short turn.
It was a great day being in the presence of so
many like-minded brothers
and sisters in Christ. It was an
honor and privilege to welcome
the new Presiding Bishop,
shake his hand, kiss his cheek
and stand beside him for a
brief moment for a picture.
It is also an honor to serve
alongside him as we further the
Great Commission through
evangelism and reconciliation.
I say it again, the Episcopal
Church is in good hands, and I
am very proud to be part of it!
For His Sake,

Bishops in their vestments form a cross when seated for the
installation of Presiding Bishop Curry.

Chesley Vohden
2nd Vice President
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From The Spiritual Formation Chair By Patsy Thomson

From The WORSHIP AND DEVOTIONS Chair

By Nancy Severin

Experiencing Worship
Is There Drama In Your Life?

H

ave you ever found yourself quietly going
about the normal activities of life, minding your own
business, attempting to complete a regular task, when
suddenly you are in the midst of major drama?

It may be a drama that only affects the other person. It may
be one that affects only you. It may be a drama that affects
everyone in your family or one that affects everyone you know.
It may be temporary. It may be life-changing. But in that
moment, when your life is so unexpectedly interrupted, you will
react or you will respond. Reactions may be well-founded and
in certain circumstances crucial and necessary. Reactions may
be the only option at that moment and based on the necessary
skills needed for the situation. But if you will RESPOND, you
will not just react. You will use all of your life experiences, your
prayer life, and your relationship with God, the wisdom of the
Bible, and the insights He has given you. You will allow God to
use you for His purposes so that He may enter into the drama
and bring about the changes He wants in the drama, in the lives
of those involved, in you.
If God is in your life, He is in the normal activities, in the
everyday business, in the regular tasks of your day. AND He
is in the dramas within you and the dramas that surround you.
We are promised that He is with us until the end of the age.
We are promised that He will use for the good what is intended
for evil. In baptism, we are marked as His forever. No expected
or unexpected drama will ever change that. As Daughters of
the King, we know that no matter what, He is in charge and all
things are under His control.
So, in the midst of your normal activities and in the midst of
the dramas we all encounter, stand firm in that knowledge and
hold fast to His promises.
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I

n pondering past worship
experiences, it occurs to me that beauty
comes in all forms and in many different
286 C
settings and that Pantone
our God
smiles on
each gesture of laying our “stuff ” aside and
taking the time to be present. Whether I have
been on my knees under the arches of Gothic
stonework or alone in front of a wooden cross
in the forest the veil thins and in the moment
of connection, Oneness is felt.
I have felt God’s presence in the stillness of
solitude and yet I have come to believe that
there is great power in community as prayers
and praise are lifted with many voices that
blend and move into one voice. I have
also come to believe that worship and
devotion can move one’s soul as music
echoes in the chest from hundreds of
pipe organs or can touch a place so
deep within as one comforts another
in their grief in a hospital room.

an adherence to the Liturgy of the Hours.
Clearly, this path has God’s blessing for me as
a writer of prayers and a Daughter of the King
who is also a Benedictine Oblate.
In the months to come and as we prepare
for the next Triennial, it is my work and prayer
that we as an Order, come to live our Rule
of Life and our vows so fully and with such
awareness, that worship and devotions will
become a way of life, not relegated to a few
special hours in the week or a few days within
retreat, but an everyday occurrence - that we
become the prayer that God prays uniquely
through each and every one of us.

I come to this position on a wing
and many, many prayers. I know I
stand on the shoulders of the many
women before me who have brought
joy and beauty, astounding liturgy
through the Word and placed them
before us for all to taste. I pray that
I may carry their spirit forward as
I bring my own gifts into the work
and responsibility of this call. There
are visions within the hearts of the
women on this new council to bring
forth the balance and the peace of our
Benedictine roots that encompasses
Winter 2016 | The Royal Cross 9

From The Prayer Partner Chair By Vicky Patterson

From The Service and Evangelism Chair

By Marilyn McAfee

Dear Sisters,

T

Pantone 286 C

his summer I attended my first
DOK Triennial and it will not be my
last. I was so blessed and inspired by
our speakers, worship services, and
sisterly fellowship. An added bonus was meeting
members of our international chapters. Do you
realize we have chapters in 21 countries and at
least 5,000 international Daughters? In the last
eighteen months, we have instituted chapters in
Columbia, Guatemala, and Mexico.
Many of our international chapters are
located in remote areas or in great need and
you may wonder how you can help. Prayer,
communication, and financial assistance are the
answers. Have your local chapter sign up to be
an international prayer partner. You may ask for
a specific country or be assigned where needed.
We have many of Spanish speaking chapters
that need partners. If you speak Spanish please
ask for a Spanish speaking chapter but don’t let
language be a barrier. We have Daughters who
may translate messages for you. It is hoped having
an international prayer partner will promote
sisterhood and friendship amongst our members
as well as bless each other through prayer.
Requesting an international prayer partner
is easy. On the Order’s website look under
Membership > Our Members > International
Daughters. Scroll down the page until you
get to the “Request for an International Prayer
Partner.” This will take you to an online
10 The Royal Cross | Winter 2016

request form. You can also find the form in
a downloadable PDF form by looking on
the website under Resources > Forms and
Applications > Forms for Seniors and scrolling
down the page until you reach the “Request
for an International Prayer Partner”. Once
submitted, the request will come directly to
me for processing. While you’re on the website
check out the International Daughters page, read
the information there and see other ways you
may help with our international efforts.
I am in the process of updating the
International Prayer Partner Master List. If you
previously requested a prayer partner and have
not yet been paired with an international chapter,
please email me at vpatterson@doknational.
org. If you already have an international prayer
partner and would like to share your experience
with other Daughters, please let me know.
You may also want to consider assisting
with the purchase of crosses for international
Daughters. A donation of just $17 buys a cross
for one Daughter. For more information on
financial assistance for international chapters, go
to the “Support Our Mission” tab on the website.
From there, you will go to “Support the Order
– Make an Online Contribution.” Then follow
the prompts.
I am excited to see what God has in store for our
Order and look forward to seeing the international
program grow during this Triennium.

A Prayer For All

A

s we are serving Christ we have a prayer for us
and for our brothers and sisters, the children of God.

O Creator of all living things:
We are all hungry in a world full of abundance.
The possibilities of food for bodies and souls overflow
in this beautiful world.
We ask for the grace to see the abundance of our world and
enough awareness to acknowledge our sins of greed and fear.
Give us openness of soul and courageous willing hearts to be
with our sisters and brothers who are hungry and in pain.
We ask for your intercession on behalf of every person hungry
for earthly food and hungry for the taste of the Spirit of God.
We give thanks that we can be part of that intercession.
This world is blessed with enough food of the earth
for every person to eat and be satisfied.
We all can feed on the bread of Christ, through the Holy Spirit,
as God makes a home in our hearts.
We come together in awe and wonder
at the Creator who loves us so much
that we are invited and urged to be co-creators with God
in the care of our brothers and sisters.
In the name of the tender Mother-Father of all people who
hears every cry. Amen
Pantone 286 C

Prayer written by Ann Case
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Facing Some
Financial Realities
T

he Executive Board, Finance
Chairs, and Treasurer work closely with
the National Office Staff to manage
expenses while using our resources efficiently and
effectively to operate the Order and further its
mission of spreading God’s Kingdom wherever
it may be throughout the world. We, as those
charged with oversight of the daily operations
of the Order, work hard to ensure that all the
Order’s financial needs are met. In the course
of these efforts, we have uncovered several areas
in which the Order is essentially subsidizing
expenses for our members, making it increasingly
difficult to operate within our budget and to
finance programs in support of our mission.
In October, the Finance Committee and
Executive Board recommended to the National
Council modifications that will help reduce
the amount of these subsidized expenses. The
Council reviewed and approved changes in
three areas: 1) the price of our silver crosses; 2)
the amount paid for Lifetime Membership; 3)
the creation of a new member package. These
changes will significantly ease the pressure on
our operating budget, allowing us to direct even
more of our financial efforts to the spread of
Christ’s Kingdom around the world.

1. The Price of Our
Silver Crosses
Our silver crosses are purchased by the Order
and then made available for the exclusive use of
our members. James Avery, the supplier of our
silver crosses, has recently increased the price
the Order pays for these crosses. The Order
has been absorbing a portion of the cost of the
cross to financially assist our members, meaning
that members paid less for their cross than the
amount James Avery actually charged the Order.
The Order can no longer afford to subsidize any
portion of the cost of the cross for our members.
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So for the health of the Order’s budget and
finances, the National Council approved prices
for all crosses that cover the full cost of what
James Avery charges us. This will help keep the
operating budget balanced and make more funds
available to further the growth of the Order and
fulfill its mission.

Silver Cross prices
effective January 1, 2016
Senior Silver Cross –
either size

$75

Junior Silver Cross –
either size

$65

Chaplain’s Silver
Cross

$210

2. The Amount Paid for
Lifetime Membership
When a Daughter becomes a Lifetime
Member her payment is deposited into the
Endowment Fund II (Lifetime) and invested
for future payment of her dues. Currently the
Fund does not earn enough income to be selfsustaining and support an annual distribution of
the entire dues payment for Lifetime Daughters.
While payments to Provincial Assemblies ($5
per member) and to Diocesan Assemblies ($10
per member) are made for Lifetime members
on an annual basis, the payment to the National
level ($25 per member) is occurring in Triennial
years only. To annually pay the full $40 dues of
a Lifetime member, the Endowment Fund II
(Lifetime) would require a rate of return that
is significantly higher than the 4% considered
realistic in today’s economic environment for
investments such as those approved by the
Order’s investment policy.

Facing Some Financial Realities
Continued

When the Lifetime Membership option
was first approved in 1990, the single payment
was based on 25 years times the current annual
dues. Over the years, this formula was reduced
to 20 times the current annual dues; however,
it is now necessary to increase this back to
the original, prudent formula of 25 times the
current annual dues as recently approved by the
National Council. This change will allow for the
annual payment of dues at the National level
from the Endowment Fund into the Operating
Fund, approximately $19,000 for all Lifetime
Members. The Operating Fund is used to pay
our National Office expenses including staff
salaries and benefits, for National Council
meetings and travel, for The Royal Cross, for the
National Enrichment Program and the cost
of all programs and any capital improvements.
Our Order is able to direct a larger proportion
of dues into programs and mission because we
have an all - volunteer board.
Therefore, effective January 1, 2016, the cost
of the Lifetime Membership option increases
to a single payment of $1,000. This change will
increase the sustainability of the Endowment
Fund II (Lifetime) allowing for full distribution
of dues (Diocesan, Provincial, and National)
each year in the future.

3. The New
Member Package
For some time the Order has not asked new
Daughters to pay dues when they are admitted.
Therefore, depending on their admission date,
new Daughters do not pay dues for the first
3 to 15 months of their membership in the
Order. Considering several factors related to
this loss of dues income, the National Council
has approved a complete new member package
to be implemented later in 2016. The New
Member Package includes the costs for the New
Member Kit/Admission Fee, the cross of the

Order, and the first year’s dues. This means that
the Order will begin receiving approximately
$18,000 more in dues each year at the National
level to aid in covering the Order’s operating
expenses and promoting its mission. However,
we do recognize that the initial costs for a new
member may be considered high. We suggest
that chapters consider assisting new Daughters
with some of these initial expenses – a year’s
membership in the Order is a lovely gift with
which to welcome a sister into the Order.
~~~
While the members of National Council
know that these cost increases will affect all
Daughters in some way, we have a fiduciary
responsibility to ensure the Order is fiscally
sound. The approved measures described above
will help ensure that the Order continues
to enjoy a solid financial base. With a solid
financial base the Order can continue to thrive
for many years pursuing the accomplishment of
our mission For His Sake. And so we pray,
Dear Heavenly Father — from whose hand
comes every good and perfect gift we give thanks for
your many blessings to us and to your Order around
the world. We ask for your continued blessings
on the finances of the Order so that we, using its
resources wisely, may accomplish the work you have
called us to do. We ask this through our King and
Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.
For His Sake,
Annemarie Delgado, National Treasurer
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From The Literature Co-Chairs By Jen Mariano and Annemarie Delgado

The National
Handbook 2015
Edition Now Available!

By Krista Jackson

The NaTioNal haNdbook
and
bYlaWS
of
The order of
The daughTerS of The kiNg®

The National Handbook and Bylaws of The Order of the Daughters of the
King® 2015 Edition is an excellent resource for all Daughters to have on
2015 Edition
hand. The National Handbook is updated every three years to include
major policy changes as well as Bylaw changes approved at the most recent Triennial business
meeting.
The major changes included in the 2015 Edition are:
The Cross of the Order – new and improved, references the new Cross Policy
The Trademarks of the Order – new section entirely, references the Trademark Policy
The Hymn of the Order – moved the actual sheet music forward in the publication
Website and Publications of the Order – new and improved, references the new website
Funds of the Order – new and improved, consolidated information
Summary of Information for Officers – new and improved, reflects our new dues process
International Chapters of the Order – new and improved
Timeline – added information for 2013, 2014, and 2015
Prayers and Meditations – added a new prayer for International Daughters and revised
several of the other prayers
Services of the Order – added all the new and revised services that pertain to chapter life
Bylaws – revised the bylaws as approved at the business meeting at Triennial 2015
The National Handbook is available in several versions:
Online PDF on the National website (www.doknational.org)
(look under RESOURCES > DOK LITERATURE > LITERATURE FOR SENIORS)
Printed Standard Size (5.5” x 8.5”)
Printed Larger Size and Print (8.5” x 11”) – has larger font
The printed versions of the publication can be ordered through the DOK Online Store accessed
through our website or by completing and mailing in the National Order Form (a copy is included
in this Royal Cross).
Another improvement is that the page numbers match between the standard size and the larger
size. This means that you can reference a page number and members looking at either version will
see the same information! Great for discussions during meetings!
Please make every effort to use this new 2015 Edition as all previous editions have outdated
information. Thank you and God bless.
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From The Membership Chair

Chapters Are The
Heart Of The Order

T

he prayer, service and evangelism of Daughters begins in
chapters with members
united in community as the body of Christ.
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In our chapters and churches is where we begin to discern and share
our individual gifts.

As we serve it is rewarding to develop a connection with Daughters outside
of your chapter. Take time to attend diocesan meetings and retreats. You will
be surprised at the new ideas and many friendships you will gain from these
opportunities to fellowship.
Chapter officers should be aware and educate others about your diocese and
province and who the National Council is and what they do. Knowing how
and when to communicate with diocesan, provincial or the National Council
or National Office can help your chapter operate more efficiently. Resources
on the national website such as the National Handbook and Chapter Manual
can provide answers for most situations. Forms can be downloaded and many
can now be filled in online. Daughters can stay informed by subscribing to
Cross+Links, the Order’s monthly electronic newsletter. Visit the website and
our Facebook page regularly.
Chapters should maintain a file including a current edition of the
National Handbook and Bylaws, a Chapter Manual, a membership roster,
current forms and contact information for diocesan and provincial officers.
In my diocese, we utilize a “Know Your Chapter Sheet” to consolidate
important information including chapter and province name and number,
our service projects and times and places of diocesan meetings and retreats
and other information.
A file including your membership list, note of charter location and bylaws
should be maintained in the church office. An essential document for every
Daughter is the Disposition of Cross Form. A copy should also be kept in a
Daughter’s personal files and the family should be made aware of her wishes.
It is worthwhile to review and update this file annually and when chapter
officers transition.
Chapters are the heart of the Daughters. Pray unceasingly for the grace
of God over the activities of your chapter. Above all, ask God for his
continued guidance.
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From The National Daughters at large Chair By Helen Bhagwandin

From The International Chair

By Lindy Kirk

Daughters Generosity
There Are Many Parts
Yet One Body

I

am blessed and humbled to have been called
to serve on National Council for our noble Order of The
Daughters of the King. This call presents me with the
opportunity to live out my role in the extension of Christ’s
Kingdom on earth, as I meet the challenges of my vision that
every Daughter At Large will one day be within a community of
Daughters.

We are all members of one body. We are reminded in 1 Corinthians
12:14 that the body does not consist of one member but of many. This
is the verse that comes to mind when I think of Daughters At Large
(DALs). Therefore, if we are all part of one body, then for the body to
function effectively, we all need to be communicating and collaborating
with one another. Hence, my main goal for DALs is for improved
communication throughout the Diocesan, Provincial, and National
levels.
Each one is a member of the body and as a result, each one is important
to the body. Therefore, the body - The Order of the Daughters of the
King® needs all of its members to be in harmony so that the body can be
whole and well. Even though certain parts of the body are not visible, its
role and work in the body is still crucial to the overall health and welfare
of the body. Therefore, it is important that all Daughters including our
DALs live up to their vows and commitments made on admission, and
maintain their membership requirements. We need each other in order to
do the work that Christ has called us to do and to keep our noble Order a
healthy and vibrant one, to meet the needs of the 21st century.

T

here are many Daughters who
are most generous with their donations
to our International sisters and we,
on the International Committee,
appreciate this very much. Your donations
not only enable International chapters to be
instituted and Daughters admitted so that they
can develop their own ministries, but they are a
great witness of your
love to them.
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There are two accounts that you may contribute
to: the International Development account and
the International Cross account. These are both
listed on the website donation page under the
“Support Our Mission” tab. We regret that we are
unable at this time to take donations for specific
overseas countries or chapters.
The following articles illustrate how the Order
is growing by leaps and bounds overseas, and the
materials and crosses provided are made possible
by your donations.

The Order is growing
by leaps and bounds
overseas.

Through communication we hope to instill a sense of connectedness
and inclusiveness among our DALs. Communication is two way, so we
ask that our DALs communicate with others through whatever service
is available to them; be it media: Facebook, email, Twitter; or with your
Diocesan, Provincial, or National DAL Chairs as listed on the National
website.
I look forward to a wonderful triennium working with all of you. I ask
your prayers as I continue to pray for you.
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7

New
Chapters in

Uganda!
L
aura Katwesigye, the first
president of the first chapter in Uganda
in recent years, and the Country
Chaplain for Uganda, The Ven. David
Rurihoona, were the representatives from
Uganda at our 2015 Triennial. Reverend David,
who was presented with a Chaplain’s cross
during the International Sisterhood meetings at
Triennial, let us know that he had ladies who had
completed the preparation to become Daughters
in seven more churches in his diocese!
The Country Coordinator for Uganda, April
Dobbs, travels there once a year to oversee the
orphanage that she and her husband founded in
Kabale in 2007. With Reverend David’s help,
she revived the Order in 2012 and instituted five
chapters, now we have more than doubled the
number of chapters in Uganda!

Ruth Chapter at St. Philip’s in Bugongi, instituted
on Sunday, August 16, 2015.

Sara Chapter at Bunagana Church in Bunagana,
instituted on Monday, August 17, 2015.

After her trip this August April wrote:
“We instituted 7 new Chapters in 14 days from
August 16th to August 28th in Kigezi Diocese,
Uganda. Reverend David Rurihoona, the Country
Chaplain for Uganda and I traveled on some very
scary roads to little churches deep in the mountains
where you would never think to find dozens of very
enthusiastic women ready to become Daughters of
the King. But they were there, they had completed
the study with the help of Presidents of already
established chapters, and their love of Jesus was
very evident. There were 355 women who became
Daughters during that 2 week period.”

Naomi Chapter at St. Andrew’s Church in
Kamuroki on Wednesday, August 26, 2015.
From top to bottom:
Merab Chapter at Kizinga Church in Kikore,
instituted on Wednesday, August 19, 2015.

In the pictures you will see mostly woven
crosses that were made by Daughters in the
Diocese of South Carolina and given to the
candidates with “promise cards.” Next summer
April will take them their “official” Daughters of
the King crosses.
Uganda now has 12 chapters. Nine in the
Diocese of Kigezi, two in the Diocese of Kinkiizi
and one in the Diocese of East Ruwenzori.
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Ester Chapter at St. Luke’s Church in
Rwakanyweire on Thursday, August 27, 2015.
Mizipah Chapter at Bukoora Church in Bukoora
on Friday, August 28, 2015.
God’s Mercy at Kisasa Church in Kisasa,
instituted on Monday, August 24, 2015.

Laura Katwesigye and Rev. David Rurihoona
carried the Ugandan plaque in the closing
processional in Utah.
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MALAWI

The continuing team of officers for
2015-2018 with Ireen Chirwa holding the
DOK cross plaque

TRIENNIAL ASSEMBLY 2015

The banner welcoming the Daughters of the King to the Malawi Triennial, 2015.

A gathering of Daughters from the Diocese of
Southern Malawi with their Chaplain

O

ur largest group of
international Daughters of the
King is found in Malawi where
the Order was founded in August
2000. The Malawi chapters have grown rapidly
across all four Anglican dioceses in the country.
In 2003 they created their own national
assembly and chose national officers. They now
have over 125 chapters!
After attending the US Triennial in Utah,
National President Ireen Chirwa returned to
Malawi to lead their Triennial Assembly that
marked the 15th anniversary of their founding.
The Triennial was held July 10 - 12, 2015 at
St. Mark Anglican Parish in the Diocese of
Northern Malawi.
There were about 150 DOK representatives
who had been invited to attend from the four
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Diocesan President for the Diocese of Northern
Malawi, Miss Emma Mazingaliwa (left), leads the
procession at the opening of the Assembly.

dioceses. Also attending were about 30 invited
guests including chaplains, priests, priests’
wives, Bishops’ wives, Bp. Kaulanda, two
evangelists, and Mothers Union representatives
from the four Dioceses.
It has become a tradition in Malawi to
begin all DOK conferences with a procession
through the host city as a way of evangelism
to the general public and a way to show
that there is another women’s group in
the Anglican Church, The Order of the
Daughters of the King®.

The symbol of the office of the National President
of Malawi is the plaque that was presented to
Malawi when the country was assembled

Ireen Chirwa was elected for a second term
as DOK President of Malawi along with all of
her executive board! Because Malawi does not
have a gold cross for their President, the plaque
that was presented when Malawi became an
assembled country was given back to Ireen by
the Bishop of the Diocese of Lake Malawi, The
Right Reverend Francis Kaulanda.

The President of Southern Malawi, Chimwemwe
Herema; the National Secretary, Chimwemwe
Zimba; and the National President, Ireen Chirwa,
with the Malawi banner
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Cross Policy of The
Order of theDaughters of theKing

From The Master’S Fund Chair

By Patsy Thomson

The

®

I

W

“Accept and wear faithfully the cross of the Order, remembering the words
of our Lord Jesus Christ, ‘Take up your cross and follow me.’”
— The Service of Admission

hen we became members of our beloved Order we received its sacred
emblem handed down to us from our foremothers over 130 years ago. We wear
it proudly, yet with humility; we wear as individuals, yet as part of a community.
We wear it along with thousands of other women spanning many ages and nationalities, and for
generations our cross has identified us as one who has made an intentional, devoted commitment to
the spread of the Kingdom of Jesus Christ through prayer to and service for Him.
We understand the responsibility that comes with wearing this cross. We understand that we must
protect the cross we wear because in doing so we protect both the identity and integrity of the cross.
To that end, and as a way to help clarify and consolidate information regarding our cross, a policy
has been written that provides guidance on how we obtain, wear, and ultimately dispose of our cross
through resignation or death. This new Cross Policy, approved by the National Council, affects
all members of the Order – Senior, Junior and International Daughters, and is available on the
National DOK website under Resources.
Yours in Christ,
Jen Mariano
Literature Co-Chair
Magnanimiter Crucem Sustine
With heart, mind and spirit, uphold and bear the cross
For His Sake
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Some Notes About
YOUR Master’s Fund

am so blessed to continue as the Master’s Fund Chair
for this new triennium!
And I look forward to continuing
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relationships with our scholarship and grant recipients, as well
as making new friends. Please continue to support the academic
endeavors and spiritual growth of the recipients of your donations
to the Master’s Fund. Please continue to financially support all our
Funds and to pray for the women who are seeking God’s will for
their lives in the various ministries of the church.
If you are interested in applying for a Master’s Fund grant,
please refer to the national website for the most recent instructions,
application forms, and due dates. It is critical for everyone to
follow the instructions and to get applications submitted on time.
Application forms AND all supporting documents, including
reference letters, MUST be submitted to the National Office as
a complete packet. Do not send documents in separately. Send
everything at the same time. Incomplete packets are considered at
the end of the process. Following these guidelines is crucial to you
receiving a grant.
Applicants should be aware that it can take up to 12 weeks
after the application deadline for a decision to be made regarding
the grant request. Your Master’s Fund Committee members are
volunteers who work around the events in their own lives to read
and review the submitted packets, to verify information and to
follow up on omissions to the packets. Our wonderful National
Office Staff does not know when you will hear from us so they
cannot answer that question. They can tell you if anything from you
arrived at the office but they cannot tell you where your application
is in the process. Be assured that the Master’s Fund Chair and
Committee are working diligently to disperse funds to your
institutions in a timely manner and you will be notified by the Chair
when a decision has been made.
Donations to the Master’s Fund, and all our other funds, are
welcome every day. Your prayers are also welcomed every day.
Together we are making a difference in our church and in our
world!! May we all be blessed so that we may be a blessing.
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A Book Review by Nancy Severin

National Council Meetings:

Celtic Prayers
from Iona

A First-Timer’s View

by J. Philip Newell

The National
Council
members
congregated
during their
time in Utah.

National Council members working hard.

T

he weather was beautiful, the schedule was action-packed, the worship
was inspirational, and the fellowship was wonderful. My first-ever
National Council meeting took place recently in Atlanta, and it was an
incredible, precious experience. There were many moments in which
I felt very close to Christ and reaffirmed in my calling to be a Daughter. My
welcome to the Council could not have been more warm or heart-felt by the
Daughters gathered from every Province in the United States to officially begin
the work of the Celebration Chapter.
Our morning, afternoon, and evening prayer time together as the National
Council was amazing and uplifting. Many different forms of prayer were
presented and explored, including Centering prayer, Celtic prayer, and the
sharing of favorite Scriptures. We each placed a talisman on what became a
living altar, and, one by one, we shared our stories. The stories shared were
of triumph and tragedy, of love and loss, of rebellion and surrender, yet it was
clear that Christ was at the center of each story, working in each life so that
His story might be told.
One of my favorite experiences included a visit to our National Office.
What a special treat! Members of the Council had the opportunity to meet
personally with our wonderful staff there and to learn more about the role each
staff member plays. I loved being able to connect a smiling face with a name I
have known for years! Touring the office looking at the artifacts of our beloved
Order, including beautiful hand-carved wooden crosses, fine linens, and black
and white photographs dating back for decades, was a highlight of our visit.
Peggy Denny from 1885 Designs stopped by the meeting and gifted
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each Council member with mementos from
Triennial. I felt equally gifted by the fellowship I
experienced, especially during meal times, where
the spirit of sisterhood and friendship moved and
flowed freely among us.
Of course, we had business to do in Atlanta, as
well! The agenda included financial reports and
committee presentations. As a first-time member
of the National Council, I felt incredibly honored
to be able to represent my Province and to place
my votes on issues that impact us all. Under the
leadership of a cohesive and organized Executive
Board, the business portions of the meeting
were effective and efficient. I especially enjoyed
meeting with my fellow Provincial Presidents,
sharing ideas and best practices for growing
chapters and empowering Senior and Junior
Daughters alike.
Much work was done in the days we were
together as a National Council in Atlanta. Our
National President, Susan O’Brien, sent us forth
from the meeting to continue the diligent work
of the Celebration Chapter with the reminder
to also take time to be still and to be aware of
God’s presence within and all around us each
and every day.
Respectfully yours,
Ronda Toll , Province III President

Many of you are in
the habit of reading
daily devotions. They
have become part of
your spiritual daily
ritual ~ your combination of practices that keep
you in a relationship with the Divine. Some of
you may also read the Daily Offices from the
Book of Common Prayer, and are already familiar
with practicing the Liturgy of the Hours ~ a
foundational Benedictine spiritual practice. You
must add Celtic Prayers from Iona, a beautifully
written poetic journey through the Liturgy of the
Hours, each page opening and closing the day in
calligraphic splendor.
Unique to this book by J. Philip Newell is the
emphasis on Celtic richness and its call from the
earth to participate in God’s glorious abundance.
Also unique to this book is the different focus
he places to each day’s meditations: justice
and peace, healing, the goodness of creation
and care for the earth, commitment to Christ,
communion of heaven and earth and welcome
and hospitality. I was surprised that he chose to
write no mediation for Sunday, but was delighted
to discover his reasoning: he urges us to spend the
Sunday Hours in community with our particular
worship family.
I found each offering very rhythmic ~ inviting
me to slow down, read carefully and then listen
with “the ear of my heart.” One of my favorite
psalms is 139 and Newell uses its verses to open
each day, so that by the end of the week, you are
steeped in the knowledge that you are beautifully
and wonderfully made and beloved of God. Read
weekly for an extended period of time and resting
in the words, there is no doubt that one would
surely come to believe it.
Also recommended: Book of Hours by Thomas
Merton, edited by Kathleen Deignan and Seven
Sacred Pauses: Living Mindfully Through the Hours
of the Day by Macrina Wiederkehr, OSB.
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From The Self Denial Fund Chair By Chesley Vohden

From The Province President Facilitator

By Janet Papa

Province Presidents:
Your Representative on
National Council

T

The Meaning of Self Denial

S

elf Denial? What is it? What
does it mean? Most of us equate Self
Denial with the Lenten season when
we give up something like fasting from
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our favorite food, drink or chocolate! We deny
ourselves all kinds of crazy things in an effort
to draw closer to our Lord. Self denial takes
on even more meaning when one becomes a
member of The Order of the Daughters of the
King® (DOK).
Members of DOK learn about the Self
Denial Fund during the discernment period of
study. They learn that Daughters do not raise
money in the name of the Order, but we can
and should give of ourselves to the official funds
of the Order. The Self Denial Fund, one of the
oldest funds, supports missions and missionaries.
Following is a little history about the inception
the Self Denial Fund.
“The Lily Funsten Ward Memorial Fund,
known as the “Self Denial Fund,” was established
by a resolution adopted at the fifth annual
convention held in Washington, DC, in 1897.
Miss Lily Funsten Ward, a Daughter of the King
and a missionary in China, asked that a day be
set aside for the celebration of Holy Communion
with special intention for the church in China. In
compliance with this request, it was resolved that
a Self Denial Week be observed every year. At a
subsequent convention held at Portland, Oregon,
in September 1922, a resolution was adopted
setting aside February 2nd, the Feast of the
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Presentation of Christ in the Temple, as a special
day for the ingathering of the Self Denial Fund.
The Self Denial Fund supports missionaries and
missions around the world. Self Denial grants
support missionaries and mission trips for both
senior and Junior Daughters.” (page 19, National
Handbook)
While still operating today, the Fund
unfortunately experienced a substantial decrease
in donations between 2012 and 2015. I pray that
we change that direction in 2016 and increase
donations to the Self Denial Fund. Donating
to the Fund can be a form of evangelism. For
instance, not every member can go on a mission
trip or out to the mission field, but every
member can give of their resources to the Self
Denial Fund and assist others in spreading the
Good News.
Self Denial Fund grants are distributed
year round to support our missionaries in the
USA and abroad. February 2nd is right around
the corner! Perhaps you know or remember a
missionary or evangelist that you might honor
with a donation! Donations to the Self Denial
Fund in honor, memory, or thanksgiving for
a member of the Order, her family or friends
will be recorded in The Order’s Book of
Remembrance, Honor and Thanksgiving kept
at the National Office. I pray that Daughters
everywhere will give generously so that we can
continue enabling others to spread the Gospel
of Christ.

he eight province presidents from all parts of
the United States are eager to work to build up the Daughters
of the King and to assist our diocesan presidents in the work of
the Order. Province Presidents have regular monthly telephone
conferences and were all gathered together at the National Council meeting in Atlanta in October
2015. Given everything that was covered within the week that we met in Atlanta, most of us found
the meeting a little overwhelming. However, we are eager and willing to undertake the assignments
we were given. We all take our responsibilities seriously and will work with the elected members of
National Council to assist in keeping the Order running smoothly.
We will continue to work together each month via conference calls to make sure we are keeping
the communication open between province, diocesan and chapter presidents. We keep in mind the
wonderful daily spiritual devotions that we shared while together to keep us shining the light of Christ.
You have chosen us to serve as your province presidents and we are here for each and every one of
you. Please consider us another resource if you have questions or need assistance.

From The Royal Cross News Editor

A

By Susan Towson

A New Direction for
Around the Provinces

s you can see there are many pictures/articles that were
submitted for The Royal Cross which did not make it into this
issue. The reason is we are going to take “Around the Provinces”
in a new direction. For this new triennium each issue of The
Royal Cross will be given a theme and one picture/article will be chosen
from each of the eight Provinces that best represents that theme.
I did not receive pictures/articles from every Province for this issue.
So hopefully each Province will send in at least one picture/article for
the Spring issue. The theme for the next issue of The Royal Cross is “Service and Evangelism - Where
Have You Seen God?”.
So what will happen to all the pictures/articles that aren’t used? They will be sent on to the
Provinces to be used in their newsletters and on their websites. Those that aren’t used by the Provinces
will be sent down to the Dioceses to be used in their newsletters and websites.
So please continue to submit all your wonderful news about your chapter, diocese or province online
at: http://www.doknational.org/?page=RoyalCross
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26 Province II
Daughters attend Triennial

Around The provinces: Province II

New Chapter in Diocese of Long Island
The institution of the Women of Good Tidings Chapter of St. Gabriel’s Episcopal Church, Hollis, New
York, took place on April 26, 2015. The Rev. Canon Terence Alexander Lee officiated as 15 Daughters
were admitted.

Around The provinces: Province III
From left to right: Janet Papa, Province II President, Tammy Boyd, Vice President and Katherine MarshallPolite, Treasurer; Bishop Dan Herzog, Albany. Missing Bonnie Kieffer, secretary.

T

wenty-six daughters from Province II
attended Triennial in Utah. Several stayed on to
visit the beautiful areas in and around Utah. We
were delighted that our own Bishop Herzog was able
to join us and present a workshop on healing. He also
performed the service of Installation of the Province II
Officers.
We all had a wonderful time and enjoyed fellowship
with other Daughters from all over the United States as
well as meeting the international Daughters.
We welcome our two new assembly presidents, Dr.
Yvonne Peters, Long Island and Paulette Sibert, New
York.

Members from Province II congregated
during Triennial in Utah this past summer.
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Tammy Boyd is returning president for Albany and
Ceil Thornton is returning president for New Jersey.
Janet Papa, Province II President

Maryland
Hosts
Province III
Retreat
The April 17-19, 2015,
Province III Annual Retreat
was hosted by the Diocese
of Maryland at the Bishop
Claggett Center in Buckeystown, Maryland. The theme was “Return Revitalized: Healthy Mind, Body, and
Spirit—Thanks be to God!” The Rev. Monique Ellison from Listening Hearts Ministries presented about
MIND and spiritual discernment. Beth Novian Hughes, daughter of Maryland Assembly President Carole
Novian and President of the St. Francis DOK Chapter at St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, Rome, Georgia, led
a workshop on Yoga & Essential Oils. The gentle yoga techniques taught about inner and outer relaxation
of the BODY. Linda Rines of St. James Episcopal Church, Lothian, Maryland, and member of the DOK
Regional Annapolis Chapter spoke about SPIRIT as she taught us how to use Anglican Prayer Beads not
just for prayer but also for inspiration and reflection. The Rev. Dr. Kathleen Price spoke about HOPE and
WHOLENESS. Pictured are some of the Diocese of Maryland attendees.
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New
Chapter
Chartered at
St. Mary’s,
Cathedral
Road

Three mothers and daughters from the Diocese of Maryland attended the 2015 Province III Annual Retreat
hosted by the Diocese of Maryland at the Bishop Claggett Center, Buckeystown, Maryland. Pictured are, from
left, Marge Libertini (DAL Chair), and daughter Elizabeth Grove (outgoing Secretary and new President); Holly
(All Saints’ Genesis Chapter, Frederick, Maryland) and Tina Butcher (InSpired Daughters of All Saints’ Chapter);
and Beth Novian Hughes (St. Francis Chapter, St. Peter’s, Rome, Georga, who led a workshop on Yoga &
Essential Oils) and Carole Novian (outgoing President and new Province III First Vice President).

On June 14, 2015, a new
chapter was chartered at
St. Mary’s Episcopal Church
(Cathedral Road) in the
Diocese of Pennsylvania,
during the 10 a.m. Eucharist
service. With the formation of this chapter, two Daughters at Large now have a chapter home, and
three new Daughters took their vows. The members of St. Mary’s Cathedral Road chapter are Deborah
Steeves, Elizabeth Lowther, Virginia Trimble and former DALs, Marietta Hilsee and Jennie Hilsee. Also in
attendance were newly-elected Diocesan Assembly President Virginia Slichter and newly-elected Diocesan
Assembly Vice President Sharida Gillison. Joining them were Jeanette Gillison, from the DOK chapter at
Holy Apostles and the Mediator, and Anne Canan, newly-elected Diocesan Corresponding Secretary and
immediate past assembly president of the Diocese of Pennsylvania. Pictured are, from back left, Deborah
Steeves, Jeanette Gillison, Sharida Gillison, Elizabeth Lowther, Virginia Slichter; middle from left, Anne
Canan, Marietta Hilsee; seated in front, Virginia Trimble and Jennie Hilsee.

Four Assembly Presidents Reunite at
Province III Retreat

Regional Chapter Hosts Spring Assembly

Four present and former Presidents of the Diocese of Maryland, from left, Sara Brownlowe (20002006), Glenda Bailey (2006-2009), Carole Novian (2009-2015), and Elizabeth Grove (2015-) attended
the 2015 Province III Annual Retreat hosted by the Diocese of Maryland at the Bishop Claggett Center,
Buckeystown, Maryland in April.

The Diocese of Maryland Spring Assembly was hosted by the Mary Walker Regional Chapter at the
Church of the Holy Comforter, Lutherville, Maryland, on March 28, 2015. The guest speaker was the Rev.
Jan Hamill who spoke on a new way of interpreting the church calendar with a large colored floor spiral.
She led attendees by “walking” through the church calendar.

Mothers and Daughters at Province III Retreat
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Mary
Magdalene
Chapter
Honors
Deceased
Members

Around The provinces: Province IV

St. Thomas Daughters Commemorate
Memorial Day

The Mary Magdalene
Chapter of Trinity
Episcopal Church, Rocky
Mount, Virginia, admitted
Eleanor Childers and Sylvia
Padgett on August 3, 2014. With deepest regrets the chapter shares that both Eleanor and Sylvia died
soon after their admission. Their walk with our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ was truly an inspiration to all.
With joy and anticipation the chapter admitted four new members on August 30, 2015. 

Josephine
Bakhita
Chapter
Educates At
Ministry Fair

The saints Mary and Martha Chapter of the Daughters of the King at St. Thomas Episcopal Church in
Savannah commemorated Memorial Day by creating a wreath bearing the names of parishioners, their
friends and family members who have served in the armed forces. Each veteran’s name was inscribed
on a strip of red, white and blue ribbon which was then attached to the wreath. Youth Parish members
carried the wreath in the Processional and placed it on a stand at the front of the sanctuary. After the
service the Daughters placed the wreath in the St. Thomas Memorial Garden.

Diocese of Central
Gulf Coast Reinstated
The Mollie Dorr Roberts Chapter, Christ Church,
Pensacola, Diocese of Central Gulf Coast, was
reinstated on March 1, 2015. The Chapter was
one of the first DOK chapters, established in
1893. Pictured (from left) are Jane Christian,
Chapter Vice President Lucy Daniel, Central
Gulf Coast Diocesan DOK-at-Large Chair Susan
Martin, Central Gulf Coast Diocesan President
Vicky Patterson, Dondy Buckley and Chapter
Secretary/Treasurer Patti Jernigan. Not pictured
are Chapter President Monica Barnard, Nancy
Schrock and Rev. Jandy Watkins.

The Josephine Bakhita chapter
St. Mark’s church, Diocese of
Virginia, participated in the
ministry fair, explaining who
Daughters are and what our
Order is about. Sheryl Sims,
Chpt. Pres.; Mary Stockstill, Mary
Jane Stockstill, Pamela Smith, and
Irrsula Mpouma. 

Three Generations
Attend Triennial
Three generations of one family from All Saints’
Episcopal Church, Frederick, Maryland, attended
Triennial. Cindy Gaver and her daughter, Tina
Butcher, both senior members of InSpired
Daughters Chapter, accompanied Tina’s daughter,
Holly Butcher, a junior member of the Genesis
Chapter. All three also attended Triennial 2012.
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Holy Trinity Chapter Honors Founder
The Holy Trinity Chapter at Holy Trinity Parish in Decatur, Georgia, gathered for their May luncheon to
honor founding member Betty Thompson. Betty has been a faithful and beloved daughter, contributing
to many ministries in the parish since the chapter was chartered in 1977. She has moved to Illinois to be
near her daughter, so she will be greatly missed.
Pictured in back, from left, are Giulia Galvin, the Rev. Jenna Strizak, Betty Thompson; middle, Argo, Georgia
Andrews, Ruth McCann, Blanche Holditch, Margaret Hertlein, Tish Wallace, Ellen Bishop, Perlene Gilpin,
Mabel Goehe; and front, Joan Kidd, Nancy Boone, and Robin Titterington.
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New Chapter at St.
Francis in-the-Field,
Ponte Vedra

Reinstituted Mary and Martha of Bethany Adds Ten
In September 2014, the Mary and Martha of Bethany Chapter at St. James Episcopal Church, Fairhope,
Alabama, reinstituted their charter after 17 years of being inactive. Four Daughters at Large, Julene Shell,
Lloyd Smith, Fonda Wilson, and Beth Moore reactivated the chapter, and at an admission service on June
7, 2015, were joined by new Daughters Betty Bentley, Elaine Estefan, Sally Geiger, Allison Graves, Sue
Ladd, Gayle Merrell, Mary Ann Pugh, and Elizabeth Redditt, along with reinstated Daughter Michele Doyle
and Daughter-at-Large Joan Schnitzer. One candidate, Mary McBride, was unable to attend and will be
admitted in the near future. Interim Rector, the Rev. Don Smith, officiated and the Diocesan Assembly
Chaplain, the Rev. Jandy Watkins, attended the service. Diocesan Assembly President Vicky Patterson
presented the crosses to the new Daughters. The service was followed by a festive reception where
the new Daughters and new chapter members were presented with a white rose. Pictured, from front
left, are Allison Graves, Julene Shell, Elizabeth Redditt, Vicky Patterson, Mary Ann Pugh, Beth Moore, Joan
Schnitzer, the Rev. Jandy Watkins, Betty Bentley, and Sue Ladd. In the back are, from left, the Rev. Don
Smith, visitor Wendy Davis, Gayle Merrell, Lloyd Smith, Michele Doyle, Sally Geiger, Elaine Estefan. Chapter
members not pictured are Fonda Wilson and Mary McBride.

St. Barnabas Chapter Admits Three
On June 21, 2015, three new Daughters were admitted to the St. Barnabas Chapter at St. Barnabas
Episcopal Church, Deland, Florida. Bishop Gregory Brewer presided at the admission ceremony and
presented crosses during the 11 a.m. mass. Nine daughters were present. Pictured following the
installation are, from left, Deacon Nancy Klein, Marsha Wolfe, Joann Willmeroth, Jennifer Villalobos, Connie
Henderson, Susan Perkins, Bishop Gregory Brewer, and new members Marlene Block, Susan Wilkes and
Terry Deer. Following the service a Daughter-of-the-King-themed cake was served at the coffee hour.
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Florida Diocesan Assembly President Margaret
Kidd chaptered a new chapter at St. Francis inthe-Field Episcopal Church, Ponte Vedra, Florida,
on Thursday, May 21, 2015, at 5 p.m. The chapter
name is St. Clare of Assisi. Twelve women (like
the 12 disciples) are founding members: Tere
Blackwood (Vice President), Ramona Cline,
Cathy French, Leonor Jaume, Cynthia Laughlin,
Diane Marsh (Vice President), Kim McCormick,
Norma McNair, Sally Naylor (President), Beth
Powers (Secretary), Mary Ray, and Hannia
Reyes (Treasurer). The Rev. David Kidd installed
the Chapter Chaplain, The Rev. Michael E. Ellis,
rector of St. Francis in-the-Field. A large turnout
of Daughters from around the Diocese was in
attendance, as well as the Diocesan Assembly
Chaplain, The Rev. Celeste R. Tisdelle. A lovely
reception followed in the parish hall.

Redeemer Chapter Installs Officers,
Holds Healing Quiet Day
The new officers of the Redeemer Chapter at the Church of the Redeemer, Sarasota, Florida, were installed
by the Rev. Ralph Strohm, during a chapel service on April 27, 2015. From left front are Treasurer Charlotte
Scarbrough,Vice President Mae Miller, President and Prayer List Coordinator Elaine Hedrick. Secretary Rebecca
“Becky” Cardy-Tanzosh is not pictured. From back left are members Joan Falls, Martha Heitman, Beatrice “Bea”
Brown, Jane Skogstad, and Marilyn Glandorf.The chapter sponsored a Healing Quiet Day under the leadership
of the Rev. Dr. Sharon Lewis, founder of Amazing Love Healing Ministries, on March 28, 2015.
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St. Augustine Installs Four
Saint Augustine of Canterbury in Vero Beach Florida, Saint Michael the Archangel chapter installed 4 new
members on Oct 25. The Study Group for New Members was led by Nancy Kelly. New Daughters are
JoAnne Jung, Irva Murphy, Carol Davis and Naomi Jewett. Cris Vacarro is the Chapter President.

Two Chapters in Mississippi share Retreat
Daughters from St. John’s, Ocean Springs, Mississippi, and St. Pierre’s, Gautier, Mississippi, along with invited
guests, shared a time away from the busyness of life at an overnight retreat on Friday and Saturday, April
17-18, 2015, at the Solomon Episcopal Conference Center near Hammond, Louisiana. Led by former
priest associate at St. John’s, the Rev. Marcia C. King, who also is a Daughter, the theme of the talks was
the seven “I AM” statements from the Gospel of John. Attendees shared time in worship, instruction,
music, meditation, and fellowship. There was even a final session, Jeopardy style, to see what everyone
had learned! All agreed that it was a most blessed time to be together, focusing on our relationship with
our King and Savior Jesus Christ. 

St. Agnes Chapter Welcomes Two New Members
The St. Agnes Chapter of St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church in Oak Ridge, Tennessee, welcomed Carol Gardner
and Mary Lou Murphy as its newest members on Sunday, May 31, 2015. The Rev. Dr. Craig Kallio officiated
at the admittance service. The Daughters celebrated by enjoying lunch together. Members pictured include,
from left front Carol Gardner, Caroline Swilley, Judy Kidd, Barbara Manneschmidt, Esther Nurah, Jenny
Meredith, and Doreen Graf. In the middle row are Margaret Baldauf, Barbara Steele, Carole Akers, Lil Hise,
Peggy DeVan, Peggy Volk, Mary Ellen Klots, and Pat Swinney. The back row includes Susan Meredith, Mary
Lou Murphy, Pam Kallio, Jeanne Kring, Betty Davis, Deborah Clary, Ruth Prince, and Kathy Chippendale. The
chapter’s two new Daughters bring their total to 30 members. The Rector, the Rev. Craig M. Kallio, joined
the chapter for a group photo after the installation. The chapter began in 1963 and serves the parish not
only as prayer warriors but also conducts funeral receptions.
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St. Mary Chapter Celebrates 50 Years
Exactly 50 years to the date of its original charter, St. Mary Chapter celebrated its 50th anniversary May
15, 2015. During the service, the Rev. Melanie Lemburg recognized the Daughters for their service and
ministry to St. Columb’s Episcopal Church in Ridgeland, Mississippi. Following the service, the parish
honored members with a reception. Twenty of the 37 members participated. They included, from front
left, Eileen Passons, Norma King, Secretary Deenie Grubbs, Lib Allison, President Claire Jackson, Vice
President Mary Glen Beane, Peg Broerman, Sue Maisel, Peggy Wilkinson, Secretary Eddie Booty, and Peggy
Neill. In the back row are Patsy Powers, Sharon Stewart, Debbie Hartzog, Treasurer Anne Michael, Kay
Rush, Emily Williams, Emily George, Sherry Vanlandingham, and Joy May. 
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Three Join
Young Chapter
at St. Matthews
Lutheran Church

Ruth Chapter
Participates
In Spiritual
Retreat

The Holy Spirit called three women
to be Daughters in the Morning Star
of Wittenberg Chapter, St. Matthew’s
Lutheran Church, Charleston, South Carolina. On Sunday, May 31, 2015, Dolores Millings, Laurie Steinke, and
Donna Weatherholtz answered their call of prayer and service. By participating in the South Carolina Assembly
Spring and Fall Retreats, Quiet Days, and Regional Gatherings, the Morning Star of Wittenberg Chapter
continues to grow; after three years, there are now 15 members. Cheri Wallace, one of their charter members,
made a banner for the Chapter and gave it as a gift of love before she and her husband moved out of state.
The banner was presented in time so it could be used for the May admittance service.This past October, the
chapter prepared and served a luncheon for the clergy and staff at St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church to thank
them for all the work they do for the parish.The luncheon was appreciated and they plan on continuing this
annually.Their church website has an area for prayer requests; so they have gotten requests from Europe, Asia,
Central and South America, Africa, India, the Philippines, Middle East, and other places in North America. Prayer
requests are then forwarded to Daughters via email. Pictured are, from front left, Barbara Robbins, Patricia
Weart, Laurie Steinke, Dr. Donna Weatherholtz, Dolores Millings, and Debbie Beahm.The back row includes
Susan Dodenhoff, Jan Puckhaber, Carol Koon, and Patsy Saunders.

Two Join
Chapter at
The Church
of The Cross
On June 27, 2015, Chapter
President Nancy Shute-Scott
presented two new members
to the Very Rev. Dr. Charles E.
Owens who officiated for the
Service of Admission during the Gracetime Service at 5:28 at The Church of The Cross in Bluffton, South
Carolina. A very active chapter, with members from the historic campus as well as from the Cross School
campus, they host a coffee hour for parents and grandparents at the school chapel service every month.
They also create distinctive baptism banners for the many babies and children at both locations.

Sara Lawter Ferebee
Chapter Adds Three
On June 7, 2015, three new members were
admitted to the Sara Lawter Ferebee Chapter at St.
Alban’s Episcopal Church, Hickory, North Carolina.
Pictured, from left, are Ann Amann, Beth Ansley,
Chapter President Jane Earl, and Barbara Carter. 
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So often women long to attend a
spiritually-rich retreat, but distance,
time, and finances can be obstacles.
Some members of Ruth Chapter
of St. James Church, Charleston,
South Carolina, have been a part
of about a dozen women gathering
in the vacation rental cabin of a
Daughter. Leaving about noon
on Friday, we carpool to the cabin about four hours away. Our priest Rev. Louise Weld accompanies
us, leading us in thought-provoking questions, discussions, and scriptural meditations. Probably the most
meaningful time is when we gather to ask for prayers and to pray for one another. Our four or five study
sessions are interspersed with a brief drive to a waterfall or quaint mountain town with a river walk. We
participate in stretching exercises, stroll through a nearby apple orchard, and sit in swings and rockers
to laugh and share. Each person pays a nominal fee to cover the expense of the cleaning service. We
all bring food to contribute to our pot-luck meals and snacks. Our retreat ends mid-morning Sunday so
that we can return to our homes and families. Each time the group has been intergenerational, including
young mothers, grandmothers, mother-daughter pairs, Daughters of the King, and women of our church.
The group varies for each retreat based on who can attend because of personal schedules. Our retreat
offers a great opportunity to share with others about the Daughters of the King’s purposes of evangelism,
service, and prayer and to extend invitations to others to consider if God is calling them to become a
Daughter also. I encourage Daughters throughout our country to consider seeking a mountain, beach,
or resort home for a mini-retreat--perhaps a home that belongs to a friend, relative, or church member
that can be obtained for a small fee. Members of Ruth Chapter of St. James are looking forward to
participating in many more mini-retreats to learn more about loving each other and loving our Lord.

Around The provinces: Province V

Celebration
of Families of
Daughters
On September 12, 2015 Lillian Neuls
from St Anskars in Rockford Illinois was
honored to participate in the ordination
of her Niece Diane Neuls De Blasio . The
ordination took place at Catherdal of
Incarnation in Garden City New York.
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Province VII
New Daughters Chapter at Church
of the Transfiguration, Dallas, TX

Around The provinces: Province VI

Chapter Assembles
‘Bags of Blessings’ for
Easter
St. Clare of Assisi Chapter at St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church in Steamboat Springs, Colorado, sponsored
its annual “Bags of Blessings” that provide brown
bags filled with food for a complete holiday meal
at Easter this year. These bags were given to
Lift-Up, the local foodbank to distribute to needy
families in Routt County. In the past the bags have been assembled at Christmas, but this year the
Daughters decided to do it at Easter after talking with Laura Schmidt, Director of Lift-Up and also a
member of the chapter. She said that at Christmas there are many donations whereas at Easter, they do
not have as many donations.

At work making the pillowcases

T

he Church of the Transfiguration
in Dallas, Texas instituted a new chapter
of The Order of the Daughters of the
King®, the Mary and Martha Chapter in
the Diocese of Dallas, on September 27, 2015.
Thirty-two women, including twenty-five new
members just completing their discernment
classes, were joined by Diocesan Representatives
Helen Walters, from the Church of the
Incarnation, to present the charter, and Brenda
Lengyel, St. Luke’s, Dallas. Under the leadership
of seven Daughters originally from other
parishes, over 30 parishioners at Transfiguration
were called to the Discernment Process during
the summer of 2015. Ultimately, twenty-five
were admitted to the new chapter, including
Daughters Susie Alt, Linda Ayres, Dana
Bartholomew, Barbara Cody, Ann Coley, Martha
Cordell, Sarah Cox, Barbara Delissa, Lisa Green,
Wilma Hanger, Minnie Harper, Deborah Hicks,
Kathryn Hudiburgh, Eloise Jackson, Nancy
Jagmin, Darlene Justice, Nancy Kaiserman,
Tammy Kirkman, Paulette Legg, Sally Manning,
Billie McMiller Daniels, Pat Miller, Marina
Pufpaff, Kathie Richard, Debbie Riney, Kathey
Roberts, Sheila Runnels-MacLennan, Bee
Skinner, Pat Tarpley, Beth Ygartua, Melody
Yuhn, and Libba Zak. The Reverend Casey
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Shobe, Rector at Transfiguration, presided as
the Rev. Erin Jean Warde, Associate Rector,
was installed as Chaplain, and Sally Manning,
Lisa Green, and Darlene Justice were installed
as President, Vice-President, and Secretary/
Treasurer, respectively. After installation and
with the altar adorned with Royal Blue and
White hydrangeas, the altar party was led in
recessional from the nave by the new Daughters
chapter to the strains of “Lift High the Cross”
and the DOK banner from St. Andrew’s,
Amarillo, on loan for the occasion. A reception
was held after the service for the new chapter
and the guest preacher, Dallas Bishop-elect Rev.
Canon George Sumner, who was a special guest
in attendance.
The members of St. Brigid Chapter at
Trinity Episcopal Church, Jacksonville, Texas,
have started a making pillowcases. They will
be used by Children’s Hospitals in the DFW
area, benefiting children receiving treatment.
Case for Smiles was formerly ConKerr Cancer.
This organization has provided One Million
pillowcases to date. It was begun by a mother
who wanted to cheer up her son who was
receiving cancer treatment. Our group hopes is
to continue this activity year round.

Church members were asked to support this project and a total of $1,451 was raised from church
members. DOK members filled 39 bags. The Daughters went to the local Safeway store where the
manager pulled all of the items and had the order waiting for pickup. Because of the time constraints
and because their truck had not arrived, Safeway ran out of some of the items before all of the money
was spent. The money that was left will help fund next year’s bags. The bags were assembled on Tuesday
of Holy Week and by Good Friday they were all gone. Michael Mazzarella, St. Paul’s Centennial House
Episcopal Service Corps intern who works at Lift-Up, helped chapter members in assembling the bags.

Around The provinces: Province VII

St. Richards Chapter Welcomes Six
The St. Richards Episcopal Church Chapter in Round Rock, Texas, welcomed Deana Clark, Bea
DeMarquis, Christy Dietz, Beth Gordon, Amy Kruse, and Martha MacFarland on June 7, 2015. The Rev.
Stuart Shelby officiated. 
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St. Mary’s Chapter
Admits Two

Bishops Chapter in Waco Adds Five

On March 15, 2015, the DOK Chapter
at St. Mary’s Episcopal Church in West
Columbia, Texas, admitted two new
members. New members pictured with
the Rev. Peter Conaty, Rector, are from left,
Tracy Lane and Karen Logue. The chapter
members are thrilled to have been able to
accompany them on their 6-month period
of discernment and training. We are blessed
by the talents they bring to our chapter and
to the Order.

The Bishop’s Chapter in Waco, Texas, welcomed five new members on Sunday, June 7, 2015, at the
Episcopal Church of the Holy Spirit. Their newest members are Carolyn Obier, Pam Ritch, LaShay McKeel,
Karen Augeri and Barbara Burr. The congregation celebrated with a reception following the church service.

Diocese of
West Texas
Annual
Assembly
Held in May
Hosted by the Daughters at
St. Alban’s Episcopal Church
in San Antonio, and Diocesan
Assembly President Pam
Warner and Vice President, Nancy Cooper, some 38 Daughters traveled from chapters in Weslaco, Pharr,
Mission, San Antonio areas, and Bulverde, Texas, to attend this year’s assembly, May 1-2, 2015. Speakers were
the Rev. Bruce Wilson, Rector of Church of Reconciliation, Corpus Christi, and Diocesan Assembly Chaplain,
and the Rev. Rod Clark, Asst. Rector of St. Alban’s. Missy Denny, 2nd Vice President and Triennial Chair from
the National Council, also joined them.

St. Veronica’s Welcomes New Members

St. Veronica’s chapter in Wimberley, Tx was pleased to install one new member and welcome transfer
members on August 16th. It was a delight to have the diocesan president and other DOK visitors join
for the installation.


The Assembly opened Friday night with a “meet and greet” followed by a light supper. The evening
concluded with the celebration of Holy Eucharist, but they adjourned at the passing of the Peace, so that, as
Fr. Rod said, “Our whole weekend could be encapsulated within Holy Eucharist.”
After enjoying a continental breakfast, they opened their business meeting and elected new members of
the executive board and appointed chairs. Following the meeting, gifts were given out to their speakers,
members of the Diocesan board, and a hail and farewell took place between outgoing President Claire
Levingston, member of Christ Church, San Antonio, and in-coming President Kim Najera, Episcopal Church
of the Holy Spirit, San Antonio.
Adjourning into the sanctuary to continue their study on Evangelism, Father Bruce and Father Rod
led a “conversation” with articles like John Phillip Newell’s, “The Rebirthing of God.” David Gortner’s,
“Transforming Evangelism,” and Greg Garett’s article, “Doing Justice: A Church that Works” and outreach
Evangelism ideas from “Reaching Out: Touching Lives All Week Long.”
They concluded the Assembly with the Breaking of Bread, and drinking from the cup of Christ.
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New Chapter in West Missouri
Thomas a Becket Episcopal Church in the Diocese of West Missouri welcomed a new chapter: Daughters
of the Living Water.
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How To Contact the
National Office

Fax
770-517-8066
Email
DOK1885@doknational.org

LLC

Website
www.doknational.org

Submitting News

The best way to submit news about your
chapter, diocese, or province is online at:
http://www.doknational.
org/?page=RoyalCross
Fill in the form and at the bottom of the
form you are requested to upload your
JPG picture. Make sure you submit a high
resolution (largest file) version of your digital
color picture. We request JPG files between
200KB and 3MB in size.
You may want to write your article in a word
processing program and then copy and paste it
into the “article text” section of the online form.
Next deadline: February 28 for the
Spring 2016 issue.

The Royal Cross Gift Subscription Form
A subscription to the Order’s official publication is a great way to get the latest news and information
about The Orderof the Daughters of the King® nationally and worldwide. It’s a great way to keep your
clergy or chaplain involved in what’s happening within the Order and is also available for purchase for
Daughters who have been approved for Dues Relief. An annual gift subscription to The Royal Cross is just
$15. Renewable annually—non-transferable.
You may subscribe by completing and mailing in this form with payment or by subscribing online at
https://doknational.site-ym.com/store/ and selecting The Royal Cross at the bottom of the page.
Name on Subscription ________________________________________________________________
Address______________________________ City_______________________ State____ Zip_______
Given by ___________________________________ Province_____ Diocese ____________________
Chapter_____________________________________ Church_________________________________
Check #_______made payable to The Order of the Daughters of the King® [Note:There is a $35 fee for each returned check.]
Or Credit Card 		
o Visa 		
o MasterCard 		
o Discover
Card#____________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV Code ___________
Cardholder Signature_________________________________________________________________
City ____________________ State _____ Zip ______________
Mail to: The Order of the Daughters of the King®, 101 Weatherstone Drive Ste 870, Woodstock, GA 30188.
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1
885
Designs

Phone
770-517-8552

Sterling Silver Box-Style Chains

Chains are medium weight with a claw clasp.
These sturdy chains are offered in 16” & 18”
(both good sizes for Juniors) 20”, 22”, 24” and
30”
The prices are:
16”--$18.00
18”--$20.00
20”--$22.00
22”--$24.00
24”--$26.00
30”--$32.00

Jewelry wipes are available. $6.50 for a
container of 25 dry wipes.

20oz Insulated Tumbler

Insulated for hot or cold and
comes with optional straw. $10.00

Note Cards

Pack of 10 note cards
with envelope. $7.50

DOK T-Shirt

A Gildan Brand “Dry
Blend” T made of
50% cotton and 50%
polyester. sizes range
from sm-2x. These
t-shirts are offered in
carolina blue, royal blue,
light gray and charcoal
gray and imprinted
with the Daughters
of the King emblem.
$16.50

Go to 1885designs.com to place your order
1885 Designs, LLC • 262 Eastgate Drive Suite #345 Aiken, South Carolina 29803
sales@1885designs.com • 803-270-6352 • Visit us online at http://1885designs.com
(1885 Designs replaced CCI as the official supplier of DOK emblazoned gift, apparel, and specialty items)
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