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BERTIELLOSIS (TAPE WORMS) 
 
 

ANIMAL 
GROUP 

AFFECTED 

TRANS-
MISSION 

CLINICAL 
SIGNS 

FATAL  
DISEASE ? 

TREATMENT PREVENTION 
& CONTROL 

 

Old World 
primates 
(Bertiella 

studeri), New 
World 

primates (B. 
mucronata) 

Perorally 
through 

oribatid mites 

Usually none 
 

No Praziquantel 
 

In houses 
 
 

in zoos 
 
 
 

 
 

Fact sheet compiled by Last update 
Manfred Brack, formerly German Primate Center, 
Göttingen/Germany. 

November 2002 

Fact sheet reviewed by 

W. Rietschel, Wilhelma Zoologischer-Botanischer Garten, Stuttgart, Germany 
C. Furley, Howletts Zoo, Bekesbourne, United Kingdom 

Susceptible animal groups 
Macaca mulatta, M. fascicularis, M.cyclopis, Papio spp., Cercopitheucus spp., Hylobates  hoolock, Pan 
troglodytes, Pongo pygmaeus, man – B. studeri. 
Cebus apella, C.capucinus, Alouatta caraya, Callicebus  personatus, Saguinus personatus, man– B. 
mucronata. 

Causative organism 
Bertiella studeri, B. mucronata. 

Zoonotic potential 
Through oribatid mites only (soil eating habits in children). 

Distribution 
B. studeri: Asia Africa,  B.mucronata: Americas. 

Transmission 
Perorally through oribatid mites (B. studeri : Scheloribates laevigatus, Galumna sp; B. mucronata: Dometorina 
sudamericana, Scheloribates atahualpensis). 

Incubation period 

 

Clinical symptoms 
Usually none in nonhuman primates. In infected children occasionally anorexia, weight loss, dyspepsia, 
abdominal pain, congestion or diarrhoea. 

Post mortem findings 
Tape worms in the small intestines. 

Diagnosis 
Faecal shedding of proglottids, ovodiagnosis (sedimentation tests!) , finding of tape worms at necropsy. 

Material required for laboratory analysis 
Faecal samples, at necropsy intestinal tract. 

Relevant diagnostic laboratories 
 

Treatment 
Praziquantel 5 mg /kg. 

Prevention and control in zoos 
 

Suggested disinfectant for housing facilities 
 

Notification 
 

Guarantees required under EU Legislation 
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Guarantees required by EAZA Zoos 
 

Measures required under the Animal Disease Surveillance Plan 
 

Measures required for introducing animals from non-approved sources 
 

Measures to be taken in case of disease outbreak or positive laboratory findings 
 

Conditions for restoring disease-free status after an outbreak 
 

Experts who may be consulted 
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