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The Environmental Design Research Association (EDRA) invites practitioners, 
researchers, and educators from all interested fields, to submit proposals and 
join the 54th annual conference in Mexico City to collectively rethink how 
environmental, architectural, and design research can take on current 
challenges to improve the environment and promote well-being and health at 
both local and global level. 

Nowadays, there is greater acceptance of the need to prioritize mental, physical, 
and social health, and to consider that the healthy individual requires a health-
promoting context in order to thrive. One of the key elements to people's well-
being is equitable and easy access to nature or green spaces, which can 
ameliorate or counteract the effects of individual confinement and encourage 
physical activity, recreation, and psychological restoration. Another key element 
is the need to become aware of the impact of human actions on the environment 
and recognize that nature is important both in itself and for all that it offers to 
human beings. Thus, it is necessary to propose sustainable actions to find a 
balance between the needs of people and their environments. 
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EDRA 54 Mexico City will be an ideal space for researchers and 
practitioners to discuss and illustrate how environmental design may address 
current global challenges. For example: 

● The impact of climate change and its effects on well-being. 
● The emotional response when inhabitants cope with environmental 

change. 
● The psychological and physiological impact of possible disasters. 
● The reutilization of interior spaces in the face of emerging needs. 
● The issues and limitations of implementing global strategies in local level.  

 
We are interested in investigating possibilities and 
alternatives for action to effectively promote:  
● Physical and mental health. 
● Aging in place. 
● Commitment at different levels: Individual, community, and stakeholder. 
● Affordable design solutions for minority and vulnerable groups. 
● Equity in resource distribution to reduce social disparity and poverty. 
● Healthy spaces for housing, work, and social interaction. 
● Urban health and mobility. 
● Rethinking local practices for overall well-being. 

 

Tackling such problems implies being explicit about the design, research, and/or 
intervention actions in the natural and built environment, inviting us to think about 
and answer some questions: How can we provide more benefits from nature to 
make societies healthier and increase well-being? How can we get people and 
communities to act to be more proactive in the face of climate change? What 
are the external enablers and barriers in different contexts to improve living 
conditions? How is it possible to empower communities to develop solutions that 
respond to global challenges in locally adapted ways? 

Additionally, EDRA54 will be in a Latin American country and will offer an 
opportunity for those who attend to get to know other realities, characteristics, 
situations, limitations, and achievements in the development of better places for 
all. 
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EDRA54 will take place in 500 years old  Mexico City which is renowned for its 
archaeological remains, the fusion between its Aztec origin and its colonial 
history, the floating gardens of Xochimilco, and the world record of the number 
of museums, where Antropology Museum and the “Casa Azul of Frida Kahlo” 
stand out. 

The conference will occur at the UNAM main campus, Ciudad Universitaria 
(University City). In July 2007, the Central Library and the University City's Central 
Campus was proclaimed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. We look forward to 
showcasing during the conference how heritage landscapes can be a part of the 
future of cities and society. 

Suggestions of disciplinary fields we expect and welcome to participate 

Anthropology 
 
Behavioral science  

Psychology  

Sociology  

Women’s & gender 
studies 
 

Architecture 
 
Design 

Interior design  

Landscape 
architecture   

Neuro Architecture  

Transportation 
design  

Urban planning  

Urban design  

Urban studies  

Artificial 
intelligence 

Computer science 

Engineering  

Science & 
technology studies  

Environmental 
engineering 

  

Biological sciences 

Ecology  

Environmental 
Sciences 

Geography  

Soil science  

Horticulture  

Sustainable 
material science 

Sustainable 
management of 
coastal zones 

Community 
development  

Childhood places 

Public interest 
design 

Public policy 

Tourism and 
sustainable 
development  

Ethnic studies  

Family studies  

Child development 

Gerontology  

Global/cultural 
studies 
 
Community 
development in 
aging 
 

Health Sciences  

Healthcare design  

Public health  

Mental health 

 

Education   

Literature   

Philosophy   

Communication   

Public art  
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TOPICAL AREAS 

Local challenges 
  
This topical area refers to studies, evaluations, interventions, and projects that are 
carried out at the local level by responding to problems that reflect the big social, 
structural, and environmental issues, but in specific places, adapting solutions in the 
quest to provide healthy and positive environments through design and behavior 
modification. 
+ Use of space (habitability, satisfaction, capability) 
+ Psychosocial issues 
+ Improvement of places and gentrification 
+ Personal uses of domestic spaces 
+ Personal uses of work, leisure, and learning spaces 

Community challenges  
  
This topic covers transformations in neighborhoods, urban, suburban, and rural 
communities, and local public spaces improved by design through changes affecting 
the lives of inhabitants and/or users. Submissions may propose solutions and 
successful cases of place-making and keeping to fit the inhabitants’ needs for optimal 
physical and mental development. 
+ Place relations and the community participation 
+ Places and identity or attachment 
+ Participatory design 
+ Neighborhood satisfaction 
+ Collective responsibility for shared design urban problems 

Global challenges 
 
This topic involves studies, measurements, interventions, projects, and policies aimed 
at promoting healthy, more distinctive and inclusive environments, and designs that 
mitigate the negative effects of major environmental challenges and to provide better 
environments. Submissions may address global problems that are expressed in 
different geographical sites (cities and/or countries), seeking to generate actions 
inspired by their unique political, economic, and social situation. 
+ Public spaces 
+ Risk perception and fear 
+ Leisure and tourism behavior 
+ Participatory design and urban planning 
+ Mobility and urban transportation 
+ Pandemic and disaster 
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Health and well-being challenges 
 
This topic focuses on the way the environment impacts psychological processes that 
alter the mental health of individuals, causing greater stress, and anxiety and 
impacting vulnerable populations due to their social, economic, racial, gender, and 
life-cycle conditions. However, we must also recognize the benefits that the enriched 
and healthy environments can bring to these populations and others. 
+ Restorative environments 
+ Psychological restoration 
+ Environmental chaos 
+ Environmental stressors 
+ Positive emotions 
+ Negative emotions 
+ Chronic or acute environmental impact on mental health 
+ Health and well-being related to green contexts 
 

Sustainable and green challenges 
 
This topical area invites all proposals interested in stewardship and care for the 
environment; projects and research that aims at establishing a balance between the 
natural and built environment; in recognizing facilities, community spaces and place-
based affordances that encourage habitual use of places to have a pro-environmental 
behavior or work that respond to environmental concerns with processes that ensure 
active conservation and regeneration of resources for future generations. Finally, this 
topical area includes contributions to more sustainable mobility, studies on livability, 
air quality; in green options for building and site construction, both indoors and 
outdoors. 
+ Sustainable mobility 
+ Sustainability transportation 
+ Sustainable lifestyles 
+ Spill-over-effects and processes across behaviors and contexts 
+ Green consumption and purchases 
+ Livability 
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Equity challenges 
 
This topical area includes proposals that seek to promote equity, and/or inclusion in 
social, health, education, economic, labor, and fair and equitable access to natural 
resources. It seeks the recognition of differences to offer options that fit the most 
diverse characteristics and needs in terms of gender, identity, minority groups, culture, 
socioeconomic level, age, or capabilities, in order to generate environments that 
benefit everyone’s well-being and life. For example. access to sunlight, green space, 
and public plaza in highly dense urban areas. 
+ Equitable urban access to urban green spaces 
+ Equitable public spaces 
+ Equitable resources and technologies 
+ Equitable housing 
+ Designing just places  
 
 

Multi- & transdisciplinary challenges 
  
This area of research, scholarship and practice refers to the generation of multi- 
and/or transdisciplinary collaborations to comprehensively address pressing 
challenges by means of natural and built environments designed for the full 
development of human capabilities in a careful balance with nature. It includes 
proposals that seek to address challenges related to inequity, social fragility, and 
vulnerability, and want to empower society through innovative new design and 
technological changes that improve the use of public space. 
 
+ Multi- & transdisciplinary approach in the modification of spaces 
+ Multi- & transdisciplinary approach in the modification of interactions 
+ Multi- & transdisciplinary approach in behavior modification 
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EDRA54 key dates
SEPTEMBER 28, 2022 

● The submission portal opens. 
Visit https://edra.confex.com/edra/EDRA54/cfp.cgi

DECEMBER 2, 2022 

● The due date for the following submissions: Intensives, Individual Presentations,
and Group Presentations.

JANUARY 9, 2023 

● Early Bird registration opens.

JANUARY 16, 2023 

● The due date for Visual Presentations including abstracts for Posters and Digital
Media Shorts.

● The due date for Graduate Student Workshop submissions.

FEBRUARY 13, 2023 

● Notification of acceptance for all submissions.

MARCH 13, 2023 

● Due date for revisions for all abstract and paper submissions with the initial
decision of Acceptance Pending Revisions.

https://edra.confex.com/edra/EDRA54/cfp.cgi
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MARCH 20, 2023 

● Regular registration begins and Early Bird registration ends. 

 

MARCH 27, 2023 

● Due date for ALL conference presenters to register for the conference; a 
minimum of one author or co-author of each accepted session is required to be 
part of the EDRA54 program. 

● Presenters do not have to be EDRA members, however, there is a reduced 
registration fee for members. 

 

MAY 18, 2023 

● Due date for Visual Presentations (digital file of Poster and Digital Medial Shorts) 
to be uploaded. 

 

JUNE 20 – 23, 2023 

● EDRA54 Environment and Health, Global and local: Challenges, and actions in the 
National Autonomous University of Mexico in Mexico City. 

  

 

 
PLEASE NOTE THAT DUE DATES WILL BE STRICTLY OBSERVED. 

 
Submissions made after due dates will not be considered for review. 
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SUBMISSION TYPES AND GUIDELINES 
Submissions must be made through the EDRA54 online system following the session 
types described below. Session lengths will be 60-90 minutes unless otherwise noted. 
Intensive sessions, group presentations, and the graduate student workshop will be 
peer-reviewed. Individual presentations and visual presentations will be blind peer 
reviewed meaning authors should not include their names or other identifying 
information in the abstracts and papers. 

Intensives and the Graduate Student Workshop will be held on June 20, 2023, at the 
Main campus (Ciudad Universitaria) of the National University Autonomous of Mexico 
(UNAM). For more information, visit the EDRA54 home page 
https://www.edra.org/page/edra54 

 

Considering the general theme of the Conference, it is suggested that the 
proposals clearly indicate the challenge or challenges they address, as well as 

the actions to face them. 

 

I. INTENSIVE SESSIONS – Half day OR full day 
 Intensives – Full Day (9:00 AM- 5:00 PM) 
 Intensives – Half Day (9:00 AM-1:00 PM or 2:00 PM- 6:00 PM) 

 II. INDIVIDUAL PRESENTATIONS – 15-20 MINUTES 

 III. GROUP PRESENTATIONS – 90 MINUTES 
 Symposia 
 Workshops 
 Practitioner/Researcher Collaborations 

IV. VISUAL PRESENTATIONS – TIMES VARY 
 Poster Session 
 Digital Media Shorts 

 V. GRADUATE STUDENT WORKSHOP – 8 HOURS 

  



 

11 

 

I. INTENSIVE SESSIONS 

ON WEDNESDAY, JUNE 20, 2023 

Intensives are sessions that provide an opportunity for a group to devote a significant 
amount of time to in-depth explorations of a single topic or theme. They can use a variety 
of formats (e.g., presentation, charrette, working session) to engage varying numbers of 
attendees. Intensive sessions will be held on Wednesday, June 20 at the Main campus 
of the National Autonomous University of Mexico (UNAM). The due date for intensive 
session submissions is December 2, 2022. 

 

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES 

• The lead organizer is responsible for collecting and submitting all information through 
the conference portal, including the summary abstract, each presenter’s abstract, all 
biographies, and learning objectives. They should indicate whether the proposed 
intensive requires a full or a half-day session. We recommend assembling all materials 
in a single word file to make it easy to copy and paste into a text box during the 
submission process. All materials will be peer-reviewed. 

• One summary abstract for intensive limited to 500 words detailing the proposed 
intensive session goals, objectives, and agenda with a detailed allocated time schedule. 

• One organizer plus a minimum of 1 presenter, with a maximum of 5 presenters possible. 

• Each presenter must provide an abstract limited to 300 words in addition to the overall 
intensive summary abstract. 

• Biographies (100-word limit) is required for all presenters and intensive organizer. This 
is not included in the word limit of the abstract. 

• Four learning objectives are required for the session. 
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II. INDIVIDUAL PRESENTATIONS 

Individual presentations should focus on original scholarly or professional research that 
has not been published or presented elsewhere. There are two types of individual 
submissions: an abstract or a paper. The due date for individual presentation 
submissions is December 2, 2022. All individual presentation abstracts and full papers 
will undergo a blind peer-review process in two stages. The first stage will have three 
decisions: Accepted, Accepted Pending Revisions, or Rejected. 

Abstracts and Papers receiving an Accepted Pending Revisions decision must be 
revised per reviewers’ comments and uploaded by March 13, 2023, in order to be fully 
considered for acceptance. 

 

ABSTRACT-ONLY SUBMISSION GUIDELINES 

 

• The lead presenter is responsible for submitting all information through the conference 
portal including the abstract, keywords, and learning objectives. We recommend 
assembling all materials in a word file to make it easy to copy and paste into text boxes 
during the submission process. All materials will go through blind peer review. 

• Abstracts shall not exceed 500 words. Up to three bibliographic references are 
encouraged, but not required. All references must be fully incorporated into the abstract 
and full references must be listed at the end of the abstract. All references should be 
formatted according to APA 7 (American Psychological Association) guidelines. 

• Three to five keywords. 

• Four learning objectives. 

• Blind review requires authors not to include their names or other identifying information 
in the uploaded abstract or document. 

• All research must be completed prior to the presentation. 
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FULL PAPER SUBMISSION GUIDELINES 

 

• The lead presenter is responsible for submitting all information through the conference 
portal including the abstract, keywords, learning objectives, and full paper. We 
recommend assembling all materials in a word file to make it easy to copy and paste 
into text boxes during the submission process. All materials will go through blind peer 
review. 

• Abstracts shall not exceed 500 words. Up to three bibliographic references are 
encouraged, but not required. All references must be fully incorporated into the abstract 
and full references must be listed at the end of the abstract. All references should be 
formatted according to APA 7 (American Psychological Association) guidelines. 

• Three to five keywords. 

• Four learning objectives. 

• Please follow the EDRA54 full paper template (a digital copy is available for 
downloading from the submission website). 

• Must not exceed 20 single-spaced pages, including tables, images, and references. 

• Blind review requires authors not to include names or any other identifying information 
in the uploaded abstracts/proposals subject to peer review. 

• All images, references, and citations must be fully incorporated into one document and 
formatted according to APA 7 (American Psychological Association) guidelines. 

• Digital files must use MS Word or compatible formats (.doc, .docx, .rtf) (please follow 
the template for fonts and style). 

 

 

Papers that do not follow the above requirements will be automatically disqualified 
for review. All submitted full papers will have the chance to enter the review 

pool for EDRA Best Papers Award and Best Student Papers Award. Authors who 
are students are required to identify themselves in the submission form. 
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III. GROUP PRESENTATIONS 

 

SYMPOSIA 

A symposia submission organizes a group of three to four presenters, plus one facilitator 
as a forum, around a theme on emerging conceptual and methodological issues or a 
critical discussion of exploratory research and work in progress. The discussion 
moderator must be able to assure a professional level of discourse. Sessions should 
include time for audience questions and comments. The due date for group 
presentation submissions is December 2, 2022. 

  

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES 

• The lead organizer is responsible for collecting and submitting all information through 
the conference portal, including the summary abstract, each presenter’s abstract, all 
biographies, and learning objectives. We recommend assembling all materials in a word 
file to make it easy to copy and paste into a text box during the submission process. All 
materials will be peer-reviewed. 

• One summary abstract for the symposium is limited to 500 words detailing the 
proposed symposium goals, objectives, and agenda. 

• One organizer plus a minimum of 2 presenters, with up to 4 presenters possible. 

• Each presenter must provide an abstract limited to 300 words, in addition to the overall 
symposium abstract. 

• Biographies (100-word limit) is required for all presenters and organizer. This is not 
included in the word limit of the abstract. 

• Four learning objectives are required for the session.  

A learning objective is an outcome statement that captures specifically what 
knowledge, skills, and attitudes attendees should be able to exhibit following the 
presentation 
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WORKSHOPS 

A workshop submission may be designed to collaboratively explore particular research 
or practice construct; or discuss a particular advanced design, method, or practice 
concept. Workshops should be considered interactive sessions and therefore should 
limit time spent in formal presentations and encourage interaction and discussion 
among organizers and audience. 

  

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES 

• The lead organizer is responsible for collecting and submitting all information through 
the conference portal including the summary abstract, all biographies, and learning 
objectives. We recommend assembling all materials in a word file to make it easy to 
copy and paste into a text box during the submission process. All materials will be peer-
reviewed. 

• One summary abstract limited to 500 words detailing the proposed workshop goals, 
objectives, and agenda. 

• One organizer plus a minimum of 1 presenter, with up to 4 presenters possible. 

• Biographies (100-word limit) is required for all presenters and organizer. This is not 
included in the word limit of the abstract. 

• Four learning objectives are required for this session. 

  

PRACTITIONER/RESEARCHER COLLABORATIONS 

The practitioner/researcher collaborations are group sessions intended to provide a 
forum in which collaborative, cross-disciplinary teams can describe the integration of 
research and design or planning practice on specific projects. Teams can also profile a 
project of the built or natural environment where research has been used to inform 
adaptive management practices or policies. Collaborative presentations by both a 
researcher and practitioner (or a team where they are represented) should describe the 
problem addressed, place, project, research methods, and outcomes. 
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SUBMISSION GUIDELINES 

• The lead organizer is responsible for collecting and submitting all information through 
the conference portal including the summary abstract, all biographies, and learning 
objectives into one document for submission. We recommend assembling all materials 
in a word file to make it easy to copy and paste into a text box during the submission 
process. All materials will be peer-reviewed. 

• One summary abstract limited to 500 words detailing the proposed session goals, 
objectives, methods, and outcomes of the collaboration. 

• One organizer plus a minimum of 1 presenter, with up to 4 presenters possible. At least 
1 researcher and 1 practitioner are required in this session. 

• Biographies (100-word limit) is required for all presenters and organizer. This is not 
included in the word limit of the abstract. 

• Four learning objectives are required for this session. 

  

 

IV. VISUAL PRESENTATIONS 

 

DISPLAY POSTERS 

Display Posters provide an opportunity for open discussion among the authors and an 
interested audience. Authors are invited to stand by their display and discuss its content, 
process, or design with other conference attendees. The display should represent in-
progress or finished research that lends itself to visual presentation, and/or research-
informed design projects. Among other types of research, poster sessions are an 
appropriate outlet for professional or student studio-based design work, experimental 
or empirical prototypes, policy studies, or visual research. The due date for visual 
presentation submissions is January 16, 2023. The due date for uploading visual 
presentations (poster and pre-recorded presentation) is May 18, 2023. 
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POSTER ABSTRACT SUBMISSION GUIDELINES 

• The lead presenter is responsible for submitting the abstract and a draft of the poster 
through the conference portal. Abstracts will go through a blind peer-review process. 

• An abstract limited to 500 words detailing the topic and methodology. Up to three 
bibliographic references are encouraged, but not required. All references must be fully 
incorporated into the abstract and full references must be listed at the end of the 
abstract. All references should be formatted according to APA 7 (American 
Psychological Association) guidelines. 

• Presenters can submit a mock-up or draft of the poster in a .pdf format, but it is not 
required. (Digital submissions should not exceed 20 MB). 

• Blind review requires authors not to include their names or other identifying information 
in the uploaded abstract and poster. 

After your abstract is accepted, please follow the poster guidelines below: 

• A digital submission of the poster is required upon acceptance following one of the 
two acceptable sizes below: 

o 24” x 36” landscape orientation, or 

o 36” x 40” portrait orientation 

• All images included on the poster should be ~300 dpi (dots per inch). 

• Authors are expected to bring a hard copy of their pre-printed poster for the exhibition 
and stand by the posters for presentation at the conference. 

• Further exhibition instructions will be given upon acceptance. 

 

 

DIGITAL MEDIA SHORTS 

Digital Media Shorts are a kind of multimedia poster. They are a means to offer a brief 
digital presentation in an engaging, abbreviated way. Digital Media Shorts can include 
video, audio, slides, and animation and should be limited to 6 minutes of total 
presentation time. Submissions are intended to impart a story about research or 
practical research application through image, moving image, with or without sound. 
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DIGITAL MEDIA SHORT GUIDELINES 

• The lead presenter is responsible for submitting an abstract through the conference 
portal. All materials will go through a blind peer-review process. 

• The 500-word abstract should outline the topic and research design response to a 
particular conference topic area. 

• Submission can also include a graphic element that contains samples from the digital 
media to support the proposed idea in a .pdf file format. 

• Blind review requires authors not to include their names or other identifying information 
in the uploaded abstract or document. 

• Accepted digital shorts should be limited to a 6-minute maximum for visually oriented 
presentation; please identify the proposed type of digital media (slides, video, animation, 
etc.) in the abstract. (File size limited to 150 MB) 

• The digital upload will not be required until after acceptance. 

 

V. GRADUATE STUDENT MENTORING WORKSHOP 

ON TUESDAY, JUNE 20, 2023 

 

The Graduate Student Mentoring Workshop is designed to provide a forum for graduate 
students to present and discuss their ongoing research with senior mentors in 
environmental design research and affiliated fields. The purpose of the workshop is to 
strengthen and further thesis/dissertation work, support the development of networks 
for young researchers, and offer professional advice. Graduate students who are EDRA 
members and are enrolled in Master’s or Doctoral programs in the Environmental Design 
and affiliated fields are eligible to participate in the Graduate Student Mentoring 
Workshop. For more information, please visit the EDRA54 Home Page at 
https://www.edra.org/page/edra54 and follow our social media 
www.edra.org/socialnetworks. The due date for the Graduate Student Mentoring 
Workshop submissions is January 16, 2023. 
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GRADUATE STUDENT MENTORING WORKSHOP GUIDELINES 

• Interested students are responsible for submitting all information through the 
conference portal including a statement of interest, research summary, keywords, and 
a letter of support from their academic advisor. We recommend assembling all 
materials in a word file to make it easy to copy and paste into a text box during the 
submission process. All materials will be peer-reviewed by a team organized by the 
EDRA54 Organizing Committee. 

• A 250-word statement of interest outlining why you want to attend the workshop. 

• A 500-word research summary outlining theoretical framing, stage in the research 
process, and any specific questions to be addressed during the workshop. This 
summary should not be presented elsewhere at the conference as an abstract. 

• Five keywords. 

• A letter of support from an academic advisor can be uploaded as a pdf. 
 

GENERAL SUBMISSION GUIDELINES 
Submissions MUST follow the guidelines and meet the requirements listed above for 
each submission type to be considered for review. 

SUBMISSIONS PORTAL: All submissions must be made online at 
https://www.edra.org/page/edra54 

 See the Key Dates section of this CFP for all submission due dates. 

FORMATTING REQUIREMENTS: All submissions should follow APA (American 
Psychological Association – 7th edition) guidelines and formatting requirements. 

MAXIMUM SUBMISSIONS: Individuals may only participate in a maximum of three (3) 
proposal submissions across ALL submission types. Any submissions of 
authors/presenters over the allowable maximum number of three submissions will not 
be accepted. 

DUPLICATE SUBMISSIONS: EDRA discourages duplicate submissions. If you submit a 
proposal for one category (such as part of a Symposia), DO NOT submit the same 
abstract for another category (such as a poster). 
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PUBLICATION PERMISSION: Submission implies author(s) permission for EDRA to 
publish the paper or abstract in our proceedings. The author(s) must affirm the paper is 
not under review for publication elsewhere and has not been previously published or 
presented elsewhere. 

LIABILITY: The submitting author is responsible for ensuring that the article’s 
publication has been approved by all other co-authors and takes responsibility for the 
paper during submission and the peer review process. EDRA will not be held legally 
responsible should there be any claims for compensation and/or for procuring 
copyright permission. 

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION: A minimum of one author or co-author of each 
accepted session must register for the conference by the final date (March 27, 2023) to 
ensure their sessions will be included in the program. 

 

CONTINUING EDUCATION CREDIT CONSIDERATION 
REQUIREMENTS:  

An abstract and four learning objectives are required to complete the submission. To 
qualify for Landscape Architecture CEUs, authors must complete an additional quiz with 
four questions. 

Authors must identify which professional organizations are considered most appropriate 
for providing Continuing Education Units (CEU) for their session (AIA, IDCEC, ASLA, and 
EDAC). The final selection of presentations offering a CEU will be made by the EDRA54 
Organizing Committee and communicated to the authors prior to the conference. 
Additional information on CEUs will be available in the FAQ section of the EDRA54 Home 
page www.edra.org/edra54  

 

SELECTION AND REVIEW PROCESS 
Individual Presentations (Abstracts and Full Papers) and Visual Presentations (Posters and 
Digital Media Shorts) will undergo a blind peer-review process. Blind peer-review 
requires authors not to include names or other identifying information in the uploaded 
abstracts and papers. Other types of submissions will be peer-reviewed and accepted 
based on recommendations from the reviewing board and at the discretion of the EDRA 
54 Organizing Committee. 
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AWARDS & SCHOLARSHIPS 
Based on the submissions, there will be an overall best research paper award and two 
student awards: a best research paper award and a best design research poster award. 
In addition, there are a limited number of scholarships available. Please visit  
https://www.edra.org/page/edra54 and follow our social media platforms for updates 
on scholarships, awards, and recognition opportunities. 

  

AWARDS 

BEST RESEARCH PAPER AWARD 

During the double-blind review process, reviewers will have the opportunity to identify 
those proposals to be considered for the EDRA54 Best Research Paper based on the 
quality of research, writing, and the overall alignment of the proposal with EDRA’s 
mission. Based on the recommendations of the peer reviewers, the EDRA Board will 
select the winning Best Papers. 

 

STUDENT AWARDS 

Awards will be announced at EDRA54 Mexico. All student award finalists merit 
recognition in EDRA publications. 

  

STUDENT PAPER AWARD 

Prizes include Up to $500 for the first prize in form of complimentary conference 
registration to EDRA55 with any remaining scholarship funds awarded to help offset 
travel costs to EDRA55; for the second prize, a one-year EDRA student membership. 

Papers submitted by student authors are eligible for the Student Paper Award but must 
adhere to these specific guidelines: 

• A full-length paper complete with abstract by the submission deadline. 

• Work completed within the preceding year. 
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• All authors must be EDRA members at the time the work was submitted. 

• Involvement by faculty, professionals, or non-students must have been minimal and 
limited to that normally expected of work to be graded. Please note: This requirement 
is not meant to exclude participatory or collaborative projects involving client groups 
and faculty advisors or coordinators. 

 

STUDENT POSTER AWARD 

Poster submissions by EDRA student members are eligible to be considered for the 
Student Design Research Poster Award, which recognizes environmental design efforts 
that successfully integrate research findings and user input into designed environments 
that improve human well-being. 

  

SCHOLARSHIPS 

NANA KIRK STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS 

Every year, EDRA makes a limited number of scholarships available in the form of 
reduced or complimentary conference registration and/or travel reimbursement for 
current EDRA student members. These scholarships are named after the late Nana Kirk, 
a long-time EDRA member whose passion for people-centered environmental design 
and research embodied EDRA’s missions and values. Applicants should note that an 
active EDRA membership at the time of the application is a prerequisite for being 
considered for EDRA scholarships. 

 

AMBASSADOR FUND SCHOLARSHIPS 

This fund supports scholars who have limited financial means to attend an EDRA 
conference with priority given to individuals from developing countries or young 
professionals in the U.S. who demonstrate financial needs. This scholarship is available 
pending sponsorship. For more information, visit www.edra.org  
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OTHER EDRA RECOGNITIONS 
At the annual conference, EDRA presents many awards recognizing outstanding work 
in environmental design research and practice. These include awards for Career, 
Service, Achievement, and Organization; Great Places Awards; EDRA Certificate of 
Research Excellence (CORE); and The Michael Brill Urban Communication & Design 
Behavior Research Grant. Please visit www.edra.org and look for the awards tab to 
learn more about our awards, recognition, and certification programs. 

To follow us on social media, please visit www.edra.org/socialnetworks. 

 

MOBILE TOURS 

Mobile sessions are in-situ EDRA sessions in which a group travels to and interacts with 
a site for approximately four hours. A series of Mobile Sessions have been selected 
based on the conference theme and community assets offered on the Main campus CU 
(Ciudad Universitaria) of the National University Autonomous of Mexico (UNAM) and at 
the Historical Center, downtown Mexico City. 

 

CONFERENCE LOCATION DETAILS 
THE VENUE 

 
EDRA54 will take place in Mexico at the UNAM's main campus in Mexico City, known as 
Ciudad Universitaria (University City).  Murals on the main campus were painted by some 
of the most recognized artists in Mexican history, such as Diego Rivera and  David Alfaro 
Siqueiros. The Central Library of the UNAM is the main library on the Ciudad 
Universitaria campus, the building is covered with the mural Historical Representation of 
Culture, created by the Mexican artist Juan O'Gorman. His unique masterpiece has 
become the most iconic building of the UNAM and Mexican culture. In July 2007, the 
Central Library and the University City's Central Campus was proclaimed as an  UNESCO 
World Heritage Site. 

The National Autonomous University of Mexico (UNAM) has played a major role in the 
history and formation of our country. This public, autonomous and lay institution’s 
fundamental tasks are teaching and promoting culture and scientific research. It is 
acknowledged within the academic world as a “university of excellence”. 
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HOTELS NEAR THE UNIVERSITY CITY UNAM 

 
Hotel Royal Pedregal  
 
Hotel Camino Real Pedregal México   
 
Radisson Paraiso Hotel 
 
One Hotel Ciudad de México Periférico Sur 
 
Fiesta Inn Periférico Sur 

 

You can visit the EDRA54 web page to see the details of hotels. 

https://www.edra.org/page/edra54 

 

MOBILE TOURS 

Ciudad Universitaria (UNAM) and at the Historical Center, downtown Mexico City. 

 

TRANSPORTATION 

The “Benito Juárez” International Airport of Mexico City (AICM) is the main airport of the 
city and operates flights from all the main cities worldwide. We recommend you look 
for flights arriving at this airport. 

The “Felipe Ángeles” International Airport (AIFA) was opened in March 2022 and has 
currently a very limited number of international flights and public transportation 
connections. We will update the status of the airport on the EDRA homepage. 

The AICM airport is served by several taxi services, including Yellow Cab, Porto Taxi 
Ejecutivo, Pro Taxi, Casadey, Confort Unlimited, Nueva Imagen, and Sitio 300.  

Due to federal regulations, for now, it is not allowed to board taxis hired via internet 
applications (Uber, Didi, Beat, Cabify, inDriver, and Mi Taxi) inside the airport, however, 
these services are authorized to take passengers to the airport. 
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Taxi service must be requested at the air transportation counter when you arrive in 
Mexico City.  

The trip between the airport and the hotels located in the south of the city takes about 
45-60 minutes. 

There will be transportation to and from the main hotels to the Main Campus of UNAM 
(venue of the conference) in the morning and at the end of the session in the afternoon. 
 
If you need to arrive by public transportation from your hotel to the Main Campus of 
UNAM, we suggest you hire a cab through internet applications (Uber, Didi, Beat, Cabify, 
inDriver, and Mi Taxi) or ask at the hotel reception if they can call a taxi for you. 
 
 

THE HOST  

The National Autonomous University of Mexico (UNAM) will be the host with the 
participation of the School of Psychology, the School of Architecture, and the 
School of Medicine as Co-Hosts. 

 

SPONSORSHIP & FUNDING 
PROSPECTUS 
EDRA54 Sponsorship Levels 

Platinum Level $7,500 

Gold Level $5,000 

Silver Level $2,500 

Bronze Level $1,000 

Contributor $500 

 

For more information, please visit: 

https://www.edra.org/page/edra54 
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Supporting EDRA54 will help sustain EDRA’s mission & vision, and the conference’s goal 
of collaboratively promoting environmental design research and practice to improve 
health and wellbeing. 

  

Student Scholarship Opportunities 

Supporting environmental design research students is fundamental to ensuring the 
future of our profession and EDRA as an organization. Our student scholarship fund 
provides stipends to student members to assist with registration, travel, and lodging 
costs. Make your donation in any amount to ensure that students can participate in the 
conference as presenters and/or Graduate Student Mentoring Workshop attendees. 

Support for Student Scholarships is welcome at any level. 

  

Exhibiting Opportunities 

Exhibitor opportunities are available for the conference - exhibitor $500. 

  

For more information, please visit: 

https://www.edra.org/page/edra54 

 

We look forward to seeing you at EDRA54 on the beautiful main Campus at 
the UNAM in Mexico City from June 20 to 23, 2023. 
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EDRA54 ORGANIZING COMMITTEE 
EDRA54 is a collaboration between the Environmental Design Research Association and 
the School of Psychology, the School of Architecture, and the School of Medicine of 
UNAM.  

In 1999, the School of Psychology founded the Doctoral Program in Psychology with a 
solid research program in environmental psychology. Since 1988, it is also home to the 
Master’s Program in Environmental Psychology. 

Between 1989 to 2001 the original Master's program in Environmental Psychology, 
which focused on both research and professional practice, produced ten generations of 
new Masters in Environmental Psychology graduates. 

With an updated curriculum, the M.A. in Environmental Psychology has been active 
since 2005 with 16 generations of graduates focused on professional practice. 

Under a solid doctoral program in psychology recognized as internationally relevant, 
the Environmental Psychology line has generated knowledge in research on healthy 
environments, the impact of environmental stressors in housing, schools, and hospitals, 
barriers, and opportunities for sustainable development, perception of urban risk, 
psychological effects of air pollution, urban transportation, environmental education, 
sustainable behavior for waste management, rational use of water, psychological 
restoration in green areas and simulation, among others. 

Since 1988 the School of Architecture has been linked to the field of environmental 
psychology through its undergraduate and graduate programs, as well as through 
professors who have taught courses and participated in research projects with 
architects and environmental psychologists. 

By Jointly teaching courses in the master's Program in Environmental Psychology. 

Professors at the School of Architecture have actively participated in numerous Master’s 
and Doctoral committees as jury members in the degree exams. It should be noted that 
the Bachelor's Degree in Architecture at UNAM lasts five years. 

The School of Architecture teaches several subjects focused on the study of the 
multiple interactions between the environment and behavior to achieve habitable and 
sustainable spaces based on the needs of the main users. 

Such subjects include Psychology and Architectural Design, Environmental Psychology 
in Architectural Design, and Psychology of the Urban Inhabitant at the Master of 
Architecture and Master of Urbanism levels. 
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Likewise, there is a close collaboration of architects as members of the tutoring 
committee for doctoral theses in psychology, and as synods in Bachelor's and Master's 
degrees in Architecture, supporting thesis advising. 

In 2006, a workshop on Universal Design was given at the Faculty of Architecture 
through the Master's Program in Architecture and targeted UNAM students at the 
master's level from different areas of knowledge with the presence of students of 
Industrial Design, Architecture, Design, and Visual Communication. The workshop was 
in charge of M in Arch. Jon A Sanford. 

EDRA54 Organizing Committee 
PROGRAM CHAIR & CHAIR-ELECT OF EDRA BOARD 

Elif Tural, Ph.D. 

PAST CHAIR OF EDRA BOARD 

Sharmin Kader, Ph.D. 

MEMBER OF EDRA BOARD 

Debarati 'Mimi' Majumdar Narayan, Ph. D. 

EMERITUS MEMBER OF EDRA BOARD 

Lorraine E. Maxwell, Ph. D. 
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EDRA54 Local Committee 
CHAIR OF THE SCHOOL OF PSYCHOLOGY 

María Elena Medina-Mora, Ph. D. 

 
CHAIR OF THE SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE 

Juan Ignacio del Cueto Ruiz-Funes, Ph. D. 
 

CHAIR OF THE SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 

Germán Fajardo Dolci, Ph. D. 

 
PROFESSORS, UNAM. 

Patricia Ortega-Andeane, Ph. D. 

Javier Urbina-Soria, Ms. Sc. 

 
EMERITUS PROFESSOR, NYU (Tandon School of Architecture) 

Richard Wener, Ph. D. 

 

 

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA! 

Visit www.edra.org/socialnetworks 




