
2/4/22, 4:07 PM POLITICO Pro | Article | House votes to include short-term Pell, College Transparency Act in China bill

https://subscriber.politicopro.com/article/2022/02/house-votes-to-include-short-term-pell-college-transparency-act-in-china-bill-pro-00005704?source=e… 1/3

House votes to include short-term Pell, College
Transparency Act in China bill

The bipartisan amendment passed in a 238 to 193 vote.
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House lawmakers on Friday voted to include key higher education provisions in its
sweeping China bill that would allow students to use Pell Grants for short-term programs
and provide them with more details on higher education outcomes.

The bipartisan amendment, brought forward by Reps. Andy Levin (D-Mich.), Anthony
Gonzalez (R-Ohio) and Raja Krishnamoorthi (D-Ill.), passed in a 238 to 193 vote.
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“Our economy is only as strong as the next generation of American workers,” said Rep. Andy Levin, one of the sponsors of

the bipartisan amendment. | Francis Chung/E&E News
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“Our economy is only as strong as the next generation of American workers,” Levin said
on the House floor. “Key to ensuring that our young people transition seamlessly into
good paying careers is to make sure that high quality education and job training is
affordable and accessible to all.”

The amendment would also direct the government to give students and their families
more information on student performance at colleges and postsecondary learning
programs.

“It's also important that students have access to important information about programs
or institutions they may want to attend to ensure they can make smart informed
decisions after high school,” Levin added.

What’s in the amendment: The 63-page amendment is modeled after two measures
that have been previously introduced for several years: The College Transparency Act
and the JOBS Act and.

The College Transparency Act would overturn the ban on student-level data collection in
the Higher Education Act and create a student-level data network within the National
Center for Education Statistics. Additionally, it would report on student outcomes,
including enrollment, completion and post-college success across colleges and programs,
and it would provide information disaggregated by race, ethnicity and gender to identify
inequities in students’ success.

The amendment, which includes language similar to the JOBS Act, would allow students
enrolled in career training programs as short as eight-weeks long to be eligible for Pell
Grants. It is currently generally limited to programs that run for at least 15 weeks.

The Senate, which passed its sweeping legislation to counter China’s economic ambitions
over the summer, did so withoutincluding a bipartisan deal to expand Pell Grants after
Sen. Rand Paul (R-Ky.) objected to making a series of last-minute changes to the bill.
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Republican opposition: House Education and Labor Republican leader Virginia Foxx
(R-N.C.) led the push on the floor to oppose the amendment, calling it a “Trojan horse for
violating privacy rights of students through colleges and universities.”

Foxx said lawmakers from both sides of the aisle support more transparency and
accountability in postsecondary education, but argued the College Transparency Act’s
data system would track “every college student in America through their adult lives
without their consent.”

“This sounds more like a scheme like the Chinese Communist Party would manufacture
than a bipartisan amendment to a bill meant to combat Chinese influence,” she said in
her floor remarks.

What’s next: The House is poised to pass its anti-China legislation later today, though
as written it may not become law.
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