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Mary Jean was born on January 6, 1939 in Bay Ridge, Brooklyn, New York. She was the 
first of five children born to Andrew J. and Beatrice Duffy Gallagher.  She spent most of 
her childhood growing up in Brooklyn (Bay Ridge), Rumson, NJ and Charlottesville, VA. 
 
She was an excellent student and became an accomplished pianist to the point where 
her teachers at Mount St. Mary’s Academy in North Plainfield, NJ wanted her to pursue 
a career in music at the Julliard in New York. Mary Jean had other plans. She graduated 
from Trinity College in Washington, DC with AB in History and matriculated at 
Georgetown University Law School. 
 
She graduated law school in 1963, joined the New York Bar and went to work as the first 
female lawyer at Chase Manhattan Bank with a specialty in trusts and estate law. She 
went from Chase to Kelley Drye and then to Newark at Pitney, Hardin & Kipp.  By 1980, 
she had moved to New Jersey and had become a member of the New Jersey Bar. In 
1988 decided to create her own practice in Bloomfield, NJ specializing in family law. 
 
She was quite successful in this practice and was the first woman to chair the Essex 
County Bar Association.  She also qualified to practice before the United States Supreme 
Court. During this time, she developed a close knit group of friends, primarily other 
lawyers, and was active in local, regional and national bar association activities. She was 
very bright, had a dry wit and never suffered fools lightly and thus was eminently qualified 
to practice law. She is survived by three brothers: John B. of Stuart, FL, Vincent E. from 
Greenwich, CT and Andrew K. of Reston, VA. She is predeceased by her brother, James 
J.in 2012. She was a wonderful aunt to Tucker, Graham, Brooke & Blair and great aunt 
to Teagan, Reilly, Beckett, Malcolm and Foster. 
 
In 2017, she moved from her condominium to Brighton Gardens in West Orange, NJ. She 
made the move and became the ambassador in residence. She had three good years in 
residence, thanks in part to the assistance of three great friends:  Jane Dunne, Maggie 
Reid Raffa, and Angela Musetto Imhof. Then in May of this year after a fall, she suffered 
a stroke which required brief hospitalization. She never quite recovered from this stroke 
and passed away peacefully on June 11th, 2020. 
 
There will be a Memorial Service in New Jersey at a later time in 2020 due to the 
coronavirus restrictions. Burial will be private in the family plot at Monticello Memorial 
Gardens in Charlottesville, VA. In lieu of flowers, contributions would be welcome at 
Nature Conservancy.   
 
 


