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A Note from the President

News Flashes

by Janis Guerrero
August already! As I write this message,
the cicadas are whining a noisy song and
the thermometer on my patio is register-

ing 98 degrees. The dog days of
summer are here, and while my creative
muse takes a siesta, l'll use this month's
column to share a share a sprinkling of
kudos and a few news fiashes.

At its July meeting, the EWTG Board agreed to allow some
flexibility in the 20O4 scholarship budget. This means that

a grmter number of members could possibly receive
schofarships for our November 22 Annual Professional
Development Conference. This flexibility also provides the

scholarship committee with greater latitude in its awarding of professional development scholarships, most

notably, scholarships to Leadership Texas. Look for
information in this month's newsletter about scholarshio
applications.

Kudos
A big hooray goes to Deborah Bice-Broussard, Rebecca

Berryhill, and tlary Baldeschwiler for their amazing
accomplishments with the Executive Success Teams this
year. Deborah has used herorganizationaltalents to put in
place an impressive system to support I Success Teams
and 58 participants, including 25 new Success Team
members. Thanks so much for your excellent work!
Three cheers go to the development committee-chaired
by Kathryn Ross and supported by Judith Rhedin and

Joelyn Weeks-for their winning proposal to Eli Lily.
Because of these ladies' fine efforts, our Annual

The educational events committee is putting together yet
a nother wonderfu I affair for mem bers this fall. lf you were
one of the lucky ladies who participated in this mmmiftee's

last event*a tour of Bass Concert Hall, along with a
wine and cheese reception and lecture by Dr. Robert De

Simone-you know that Mercie Zapata and her
committee know how to put together a fun and
educational experience. Stay tuned for more
information.
Continued on oaoe 2
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Professional Development Conference will receive a $3,000
grant. Thank you, ladies!
A round of applause goes to the program committee, which
continues to setthe standardforthe restof us. Under Ginny

Booton's leadership, this committee-including Pam
O'Gonnor, Gloria Oliver, Garol llYillis, Ann Fuelberg,
ShirleyWilson, and Scarlet Spivey-has already begun
lining up speakers for January and February 2005. This
committee's foresight will give next year's program chair a

jumpstart on planning. Many thanks, ladies, for your
outstanding efforts!

Last, but not least, well-deserved thanks go to our
hard-working treasurer, Sarah Bauer, who recently
completed an extensive review of EWTG's financial
procedures, with assistance from Rupert & Associates.
Because of Sarah's leadership, our bookkeeping and
accounting procedures will now produce financial reports
that are much more accurate and cunent than what has
previously been available. Next ym/s board will be the most
immediate beneficiary of her good work. Thank you, Sarah!

EWTG IS DEDICATED TO DEVELOPING AND ENCOURAGING WOMEN IN TEXAS STATE GOVERNMENT AND HIGHER EDUCATION
AND TO MAINTAINING THE HIGHEST 5TANDARDS OF ETHICS AND SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY
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August Minicourse - Making Values ComeAlive
by Gloria Brown Oliver

Presidenl
Janis Guerrero
Austin Independent School District
512.414.9776
jg uerrer@austi n.isd.tenet.ed u

President-Elect
Mary Baldeschwiler
Texas Alcoholic Beverage Commission

512.206.3261
m.baldeschwiler@tabc.state.tx.us

Vice President
Tammy Stone

Leaders at all levels need to understand what really drives day-to-day decision making in their
organizations. Susan Luke, Certified Speaking Professional, will share with us how research
validates the significance of a shared corporate culture. Research shows that culture based on
shared values and continually responding to change, allows organizations to grow and flourish. lt
encourages commitment and strengthens morale.
From the traditions of heritage, to the structure of procedures, to the "gossip" of "corporate
stupidity," the stories we share provide the basis for organizational behavior and receptivity to
change. Strategic storytelling enables change by providing direct access to the living part of the
organization, Stories inhabit the head space of the individuals who make up your organization and
affect how your corporate culture and its' values evolve.

Texas Department of Transportation
512.3A5.5547

tstone@dot.state.tx.us
Financial Offiser
Mary Beck

Texas Commission on the Arts

512.936.6567
mary.beck@arts.state.tx.us

Based on Susan's research and personal executive experience, she shares insight into how
stories and storytelling impact corporate culture and make values come alive.
Susan Luke has provided training and consulting since 1988. Headquartered in SanAntonio, she
combines her management experience as a former CEO of a financial services support
corporation with superb presentation skills, to assist organizations in understanding how the
power of stories can build cultures that embrace accelerating change, drive business success,
and consistently deliver remarkable service levels that cement customer loyalty.

Secretary - Treasurer
Sarah Bauer
Waddell & Reed
512.453.1555 x133
sbauer@corridor.net

She has provided training and consulting on 5 continents and in over 15 countries for such diverse
organizations as GTE, DallasArea Rapid Transit, COSTCO, Hawaiian Electric Company, EDS,
and Coca Cola. Additionally she has worked with the State Govemment of Hawaii, the US Department of Defense, and a variety of financial services organizations. Susan's clients know her as

Affiliates Direclor

someone who has tangible, lasting impact. Learn more about Susan at her web site:

Susan Durso

www.susanluke.com.

Texas Residential Construction
Commission
512.936.7146
susan. durso@trcc. state.ix. us

Gommunication Director
Zellena Jay
Texas Department of Transportation
512.416.4867
zellena@juno.com

Membarship Direclor
Susan Johnson

August Luncheon Speaker

-

Preparing for the Legislative Session

by Scarlett Spivey

As Director of Legislative Affairs, Patricia A. Shipton serves as Governor Perry's
chief liaison to the Legislature. Join us at the August luncheon where Ms. Shipton will
share her experiences working with the legislature and learn from a professional the
secrets of dealing successfully with legislators to accomplish your goals.

Health and Hurmn Services Commission

512.491.1387
susan.johnson@hhcs.state.tx.us

Ms. Shipton is the first Hispanic and the first woman to hold the post. A native of
Laredo, Texas, she is a 1983 graduate of the University of Texas at Austin, eaming a

Program Director

BA in English and Psychology. Previously, Ms. Shipton worked as a legislative staffer

Ginny Booton

for a number of years, and most recently was a Government Affairs Consultant.

Texas Department of Agriculture

512.463.5261
ginny.booton@agr.state.tx.us

Public Relations Director
Angelita Mendoza-Waterhouse
Office of Court Administration
512.854.6454
awater_dv@yahoo.com
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Executive Director
Penny Johnson

Watch for a new look in this year's Annual Professional Development Conference Program.

Conference Committee Chair, TSmmy Stone, unveiled the attractive program at the July
board meeting. More information about the conference is in this month's newsletter.

EWTG

512.371.1263
ewtg@onr.com
website: www.ewtg.org
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As we look ahead to the fall, please think about outstanding members that you would like to
nominate to serve on EWTG's Board of Directors. I would appreciate hearing from you about
members who you think would be great leaders for our organization.
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July Minicourse - Recycle U: Six Steps to a New and lmproved You
by CarolWillis

Our own EWTG member Rebecca Davio presented basic principles for
self-improvement at the July minicourse. Rebecca formerly managed the
Department of Transportation's award winning recycling program. She
earned her Doctorate of lnterdisciplinary Studies in Recycling Solid Waste
Management from the University of Texas. Rebecca's first love isrecycling,
and she believes that anyone can use the principles of recycling to make
improvements in their lives.
Rebecca reminded us that the main purpose of recycling is to make something new and improved out of something used. She showed us samples
of recycled building materials such as "potty pavement "made from recycled
toilet seats that is used for floors in livestock and other types of trailers.
Rebecca displayed these as examples of thinking outside the box and
turning something that normally would be trash into something new and
better. With the right perspective we can apply these principles to our own
circumstances and develop into the type of person we desire to become.
Rebecca shared her six goals for achieving an improved you:

1. Get the right perspective - everything has value.
2. Group things properly - hang out with the right people and get rid of clutter in your lives.
3. Think differently - decide your best qualities that you want to keep and those qualities that you want to refine.
4. Design your product - choose the areas of your life for your focus (health, financial, relationships, career, etc.) Work

5.
6.

on one area at a time.
Manufacture your product

-

develop a detailed action plan with activities in small chunks of time.

Market the new and improved you

- bask in your accomplishments.

Rebecca provided a worksheet and asked each of the participants to work through her list and to identify areas of
improvement (Step 3). We then chose one focus area (Step 4) and worked through the remaining steps. By the end of
the session we had the beginnings of an improvement plan for one area of our lives.
Rebecca's Recycling U presentation is a gem for those who want to make personal changes. The six steps drawn from
the principles of recycling are a quick and effective exercise to focus self-improvement. Rebecca epitomizes the EWTG
woman - a leader and a thinker who is willing to share her knowledge with others. Thanks, Rebecca, for your wonderful
insights.

Sales Tax Holiday
August 6-8, 2004
Texas shoppers get a break from state and local sales iaxes on August 6, 7, and

8-the

state's sixth annual tax holiday. Lay-away plans can be used again this year to take
advantage of the sales tax holiday.

The law exempts most clothing and footwear priced under $100 from sales and use taxes, which could
save shoppers about $8 on every $1 00 they spend.
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EWTG EXECUTIVE TALENT ANOTHER SIDE
Note: Door prizes at the monthly EWTG meetings in Austin feature member talent. The July door prize was a gift
certificate for a one-hour private Pilates sessrbn donated by Gaye Greever McElwain.
When we think of state govemment, we don't usually think of dancing. But all the discipline and
energy Gaye Greever McElwain developed as a dancer shows in her work as an executive in
Texas state govemment. As Director of Marketing for the Texas Commission on the Arts, Gaye
Greever McElwain is responsible for all areas of marketing and public relations and for the
execution of a comprehensive publicity campaign to promote the arts and culturaltourism in Texas,

She serves as an ex-officio member of the board of directors for the Texas Travel
Industry Association and is active on the Texas Cultural and Heritage Tourism Council. She
currently serves as chair of the Texas State Agency Tourism Council. Gaye is a 2OO2
Leadership Texas graduate and is active in the Alumnae Association. She is past president of
Executive Women in Texas Government and serves on the State Agency Council.
Gaye holds a Master of fine arts degree from the University of Oklahoma and moved toAustin in 1984 to perform with
the Sharir Dance Company, A professional dancer with over 25 years experience, Gaye has appeared in works by
Merce Cunningham, Bill T. Jones, Arnie Zane, Margaret Jenkins, David Gordon, and Jose Luis Bustamante. She is a
founding member of the Kathy Dunn Hamrick Dance Company. During the past year the company performed in
Toronto, Chicago, Bryan/College Station, Dallas, and Austin.

Gaye began taking Pilates ten years ago to supplement her dance training. In February 2004, Gaye began the Core
Connections Pilates Certification program at the Pilates Center of Austin (PCA). She is currently an apprentice
teacher at the PCA. Partial funding for the year-long certification program was provided through an EWTG
Scholarship. Gaye plans to retire from professional performing and hopes to apply her Pilates training to continue
working with the dance community. She also hopes to work with non-dancers with a goal of helping others achieve
health, fitness and functionality through this unique fitness program.

(Nofe; Pilates (pronounced'Puhlahtees"), is a body conditioning system created over 80 years ago by Joseph H.
Pilates. The Pilates method employs specialized exercises and machines to teach the body self-awareness and
strengthen muscles without straining them, in a complete and balanced way. Pilates teaches balance and control of
the body, and that capacity spills over into other areas of one's life).

August 27 is Lyndon Baines Johnson {LBJ) Day
LBJ Library and Museum is hosting a Smithsonian traveling exhibit entitled, TheAmerican
Presidency:AGlorious Burden. Visitom to the Lyndon Baines Johnson Library and Museum
can see how the Presidency affects the men in the Oval Office.
"The Presidency has made every man who occupied it, no matter
how small, bigger than he was; and no matter how big, not big
enough for its demands." Lyndon B. Johnson
I

The exhibition, comprised of various objects related to the
presidency, is a full-scale traveling version of the permanently
installed exhibition of the same title at the Smithsonian's National
Museum of American History, Behring Center. The exhibition will be
in Austin until September 6, 2004.
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Dallas Affiliate News

2004 Affiliate Officers

DallasAffiliate:

EWTG Dallas Affiliate hosted an excellent speaker for the July meeting. Ms. Linda
Adrian of the Reading and Radio Resource gave an informational and entertaining
presentation about this non-profit agency formerly known as North Texas Taping
and Radio for the Blind. In addition to the visually impaired, Reading and Radio
Resources' target audiences have grown to include elementary and secondary
school children and adults with dyslexia or other $pes of reading impairments. She
shared a widely diverse list of books that had recently been taped (an Anesthesia
textbook, the Koran, etc.) and spoke about some of their clients and their very
talented volunteer readers. Linda then described the services provided by radio
station NTRB which listeners can hear on a daily basis over special FM receivers
provided free of charge. Volunteers read from the Dallas and Fort Worth daily newspapers, national newspapers and magazines, plus full-length fiction and non-fiction

Angela Brodrick, Chair
UT Southwestern Medical Center
214,648.2672
angela.brodrick@utsouthwestern.edu

Connie Finney, Vice-Chair
UT Southwestern Medical Systems
214.645.03S0

connie.finney@utsouthwestern.edu

Vicki Moores, Treasurer
UT Southwestern Medical Center
214.648.0801

vicki.moores@utsouthwestern.edu

books.

Sandra Durr, Communications Director

Attendees were interested in learning about volunteer opportunities to read for Linda,
so she staged an impromptu audition with a couple of our members. Kirtley Harriss
and Marie Warwick rendered excellent interpretations of "Harry the Tarantula" for the
group and were roundly applauded!

Llhda Fountain, Devalopment Director

Summer activities are in high gear with the ongoing school supply drive for Bryan's
House. OurAugust speakerwill be from the Susan G. Komen Foundation for Breast
Cancer Research.

Sharon Johnson, Membership Director

UT Southwestern Medical Center
214.645.7621
sandra.durr@utsouthwestern.edu

UT Southwestern Medical Center
214.644.3264
linda.fountain @ utsouthwestern.edu

General Meeting lnformation: Dallas Affiliate meetings are held on the second
Thursday of each month at the Crowne Plaza Market Genter, 7050 N. Stemmons
Freeway (2141630-8500). The regular meetings begin with an informal social at
6:00 p.m., followed by dinner and a business meeting at 6:30 p.m. The program
begins at 7:00 p.m. The cost is $20 per person. lf you would like to receive the
Dallas Affiliate monthly e-mail program announcement, or to RSVP regarding your
attendance, please call Sandy Durr by phone aI (214) 645-7621 or e-mail at
Sandra. Durr@utsouthwestern.edu.

UT Southwestern Medlcal Center
214.648.1250
sjohn4@mednet.swmed.edu

Sheri Ray, Public Affairs Director
UT Southwestern Medical Center
214.648-9890
sheri.ray@utsouthwestern -edu

August Training Opportunity
Eye of the Needle Sessions

Conversations are often difficult because we don't know how to say everything that
needs to be said and maintain good relations. The Eye of the Needle overcomes that
limitation.

Nancy Oelklaus is now registering people for the August Eye of the Needle sessions, which meet
from 8:00-9:00 a.m. on Wednesday momings in a central location, The fee is $300 for the four
sessions, refundable if you do not get the results you want. The group size will be no Iarger than 10.
To leam more about Eye

of the Needle seminarc, email noelklaus@aol.com. For more information

about Nancy, see http://www.thesuccessaccelerator.com. noelklaus@aol.com
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First Year Members

Lehman

Rosa
Deborreh

Wallace

TX Department of Health

rosa. leh man@td h.state.tx. us

UniversityofTX-Arlington

dwallace@arri. uta. edu

Renewing Members
JulieAtchison
Sandy Barling
Barrie Cogburn
Brenda Colvin
Cathryn Cox
Susan Durso
Gina McLain
AmyMorgan
Susan Rossiter
Marie Wanrick

TX Com on Env. Quality
Retired. TXDOT
TX Dept. of Transportation
UT Southwestern Medical Center
Comptroller of Public Accounts
TX Residential Construction Com
UT Southwestern Medical Center
Teacher Retirement System
UT Southwestern Medical Center
UT Southwestern Medical Center

m ilesa nd mi les200?@yahoo. com
saji@texas.net
bcogbum@dot.state.tx. us
brenda. colvi n@utsouthwestem. edu

cath ryn. cox@cpa.state.tx. us

susan.durso@trcc.state.tx. us
regina. mclain@utsouthwestem.edu
amy. morgan@trs.state.tx. us

susan. rossiter@utsouthwestem. ed u
marie.wa rwick@utsouthwestern. edu

Returning Members
Debbie Pina

Teacher Retirement System

d

ebbie. pi na@trs. state. tx. us

EWTG Brag Basket
For just a dollar (which goes toward membership activities), you can share good news about an
EWTG member, a meeting guest, or about yourself at the Austin monthly luncheon meeting. Each
"brag'will be read aloud at the meeting and printed in the next newsletter. ltems can be about work-

related events or personal events. Look for the gold basket at the meeting and let us know the
latest!
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A:€

ffi

1) Carol Lauder recently earned the status of lAF-Certified Professional Facilitator (|AF-CPF). She earned the
designation IAF-CPF after successfully completing an intensive competency evaluation held recently by the
ntemational Association of Facil itators ( IAF) in Scottsdale, Arizona.
I

Candidates must successfully demonstrate their capabilities in writing, through interviews and through a
demonstration of facilitation skill. This IAF certification was created in 1998. Carol became one af 314 CPF's
worldwide, although many facilitators are working to eam this relatively new designation.

2)

Gina Garcia has moved to Texas Building and Procurement Commission as HUB Statewide Marketing

Coordi nator,

g ina.

garcia@tbpc.siate,tx.us.

3) Bev Bavousett

(State Auditor's Ofiice). Her knee surgery went well, and now she can walk straight again!

4) Jacqueline Chatham-Riggins (Texas

Loftery Commission). Her precious flower, Lauren, age 12, progressed
to participate in the NationalJunior Olympics in lowa next week. Lauren's event is the 800 meter in track.

5)

Elaine Powell and Hallie Overton (Texas Department of Health - now the Department of State Health
Services). Commissioner Sanchez recently appointed Elaine as Director and Hallie as Assistant Director of the
Department Program Management Office for DSHS. Together Elaine and Hallie will manage the DSHS
consolidation.

6) Mary Lou Ralls

(Texas Department of Transportation). Mary Lou retires as Chief Bridge Engineer for the State
of Texas on September 30.

EWTG

Star

*

Page6

*

AugustZ0o4

Member Profile - Susan Steeg
by Mary Castleberry

Susan Steeg joined EWTG initially in the mid 1980s as a Staff Attorney for the Texas
Department of Health. ln 1988, she left the Austin area to take a position as Staff Attorney for
Parkland Hospital in Dallas. Upon her return to the Austin area and the Texas
Department of Health in 1992, she also rejoined EWTG. Susan states that EWTG is a great
place to meet people and network. She has attended the annual conference numerous times and finds it offers
vast professional development opportunities. Susan participated on Executive Success teams for two years and
found them beneficial for sharing experiences. She served as an officer for two years as treasurer and financial
officer in 2002 and 2003 and is currently a member of the finance committee.
Susan is currently the General Gounsel for the Texas Department of Health where she is the legal advisor to the
Board of Health and the Commissioner of Health. She performs general counsel and executive management
duties in a state agency of 4000 employees with an annual budget of $1.8B and manages the Office of General
Counsel with a staff of 28 that includes 17 attorneys and a budget of $1 .5M.
Areas of practice include: administrative and legislative policy development; regulation of health facilities, health
professionals, and other consumer and environmental health regulation; health care delivery; open government;
public health legal preparedness; government relations; employment; litigation management; and contracts.

Susan is also a sought-after speaker and most recently spoke on Legal lssues in Bioterrorism, NGA Regional
Conference, New Orleans, Louisiana in March 2OO4. She was the featured speaker on Community Legal
Preparedness at CDC's 3'dAnnual Conference on the Public's Health and the Law, Atlanta, Georgia in June 2004.
Some of her innovations and accomplishments include:
Program Directorforthe Community LegalPreparedness Workshop held in Houston in March 2004, one of three
pilots conducted nationally as part of a CDC initiative that was written up in the University of Houston Law Center's
Newsletter
Managed the development of an electronic case management system for the Office of General Gounsel
Managed the development of an intranet site for the Office of General Counsel that contains office policies, legal
opinions, "how tos' and other research tools

Published a monthly e-newsletter to supervisors and managers on employment law and other legal issues of
interest.
Susan is also a participating attorney with Volunteer LegalServices of CentralTexas.

Leadership Texas Recruiting Reception
You Are lnvited to the
Recruiting Reception for the Leadership Texas Class of 2005
Lt. Governods Reception Room
Texas CapitolBuilding

Tuesday,August 10
5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
sponsored by Leadership Texas Alumnae Association, Austin Region
www. leadershiptexas.org
EWTG Scholarships ane available for Leadership Texas participants!!

Free parking at the CapitolVisitors'Center
RSVP bjt4ltaa@hotmail"com or 512-928-3450
E\fiTG5tar
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*VOLU NTEER AS A WORKSHOP MODERATOR*
Executive Women in Texas Government
Profess iona I Development Conference
Monday, November 22,2004 * Renaissance Hotel(Arboretum) *Austin, Texas
1

8rH An nua I

Leadership for a Changing Texas
Sign me up to participate!
would like to support the 2004 EWTG Professional Development Conference by serving as a moderator for a
workshop. Please find my information listed below:
I

Name:

Address:
City/State/Zip:__
Best Contact Phone Number:

BestTime to Call:
Fax Number (if available

EmailAddress:
Session Preferences: A (9:20-10:30):_______ B (10:50-12:00):_______ C (1:50-3:00):_______
(You may choose to moderate mare than one session.)

You will play a vital role in making sure the presenter you are assigned feels that she/he is a vital part of our
conference. As a moderator, you will be the KEY CONTACT PERSON for your presenter(s). Once you have been
confirmed as a moderator, you will need to attend one of three orientations, held the week prior to the conference,
where you will receive your workshop assignment, your instructions for contacting your presenter(s), and a brief task
list to help you make sure your presenter has the audiovisual equipment and other physical props she/he needs.

Your volunteer time is greatly appreciated!
Please mail, e-mail, orfaxthis completed form to:

Terrie Rfbago
2004 Conference Program Gommittee
612 West Johanna Street
Austin, Texas 78704
(5121 447-9613lphone
(5121447-9616/fax

trabago@austin.rr.com
*Please note, Moderators Must Be Registered ForThe Conference and the Registration Fee Must be Paid *
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