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Stimulant Death Trends in the U.S. and Florida  
 

Cocaine and methamphetamine are both types of 
stimulants that have abuse potential and are powerful 
stimulants for the central nervous system.1-2 The use 
of cocaine and methamphetamine affect the brain to 
change perception and behavior.1-2 Both produce 
more dopamine than usual in the brain and can cause 
feelings of euphoria.1 However, they are both highly 
addictive and have the potential to cause psychoses 
and behavioral disorders.3 Increase in use over time 
can also cause elevated body temperature, 
convulsions, organ failure, cardiac arrest, stroke, and 
death.3 Cocaine and methamphetamine overdose 
deaths have been on the rise in the U.S, and are now 
involved in more deaths than either prescription 
opioids or heroin respectively.3 Research has 
documented the rapid growth of cocaine and 
methamphetamine deaths due to cutting or mixing 
fentanyl into the drug supply.2  
 
Stimulant Deaths in the U.S.  

Between 2013 and 2019, deaths involving cocaine 
tripled from 4,939 to 15,863 and deaths involving 
methamphetamine quadrupled from 3,616 to 
16,127.3 In 2019, 63% of all stimulant deaths also 
involved an opioid.3 In the U.S. there were 4.9 deaths 
per 100,000 for cocaine and 5.0 deaths per 100,000 
for methamphetamine in 2019.3 Provisional data 
from the Center for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) provide a look into the overdose toll in 2020.4 
Deaths involving cocaine increased by 21% and 
methamphetamine rose by 46% in 2020.4  
 
Stimulant Deaths in Florida  
Between 2013 and 2019, deaths involving cocaine 
increased from 1,337 to 2,962 while deaths related to 
methamphetamine spiked from 169 to 1,419 within 

the same time frame in Florida.5 In Florida there were 
4.2 methamphetamine deaths per 100,000 and 6.9 
cocaine deaths per 100,000 in 2019.2 From the first 
half of 2020, January through June, there were 1,851 
cocaine- related deaths in Florida.5 During this same 
time, there were 962 methamphetamine- related 
deaths.5 As illustrated on Figure 1, Florida rate of 
death involving cocaine exceed the national rates.  
 

 
Figure 1: Rates of Overdose Deaths involving Cocaine 
and Psychostimulants in U.S. and Florida, 2013-2019.8 
Source: FROST & FDLE 
 
Recommendations 

Currently, there are no effective medications to treat 
cocaine or methamphetamine addiction.6-7 
However, there are behavioral therapies that 
recognize social, family, and other environmental 
factors that have shown to be effective for 
individuals who misuse either substance.6-7 
Pharmacological interventions are being researched 
to explore reducing cocaine use.6 For more 
information, visit the additional information sources 
provided:
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Rates of Overdose Deaths Involving 
Stimulants in U.S. & Florida
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https://public.tableau.com/views/FloridaDrug-RelatedOutcomesSurveillanceandTrackingSystem/USCocainePsychostimulantsTrend?%3Aembed=y&%3A%20display_count=no&%3AshowVizHome=no
http://www.fdle.state.fl.us/MEC/Publications-and-Forms/Documents/Drugs-in-Deceased-Persons/2019-Annual-Drug-Report.aspx
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Additional Information Sources: 

Find Treatment 

Treatment of Stimulant Disorders 
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