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CHIEF DGE BRUCE D. WHITE, 19TH  JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

VIRGINIA: 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF FAIRFAX COUNTY 

IN RE ALL PERSONS ENTERING ) 
FAIRFAX COURTHOUSE DURING ) 
THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC ) 

MANDATORY FACE COVERING ORDER 

IN VIEW OF THE ONGOING COVID-19 PANDEMIC, AND IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION AND THE 
VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, AND IN ORDER TO PROTECT THE HEALTH OF ALL PERSONS 
ENTERING THE COURTHOUSE, AND IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE DIRECTION OF THE SUPREME 
COURT OF VIRGINIA THAT THE COURTS OF THE COMMONWEALTH TAKE "REASONABLE STEPS 
TO MINIMIZE THE RISK OF THE SPREAD OF COVID-19," THE COURT ISSUES THE FOLLOWING 
ORDER, EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY: 

ALL PERSONS ENTERING THE COURTHOUSE MUST WEAR A FACE COVERING THAT 
COVERS THE NOSE AND MOUTH. THIS INCLUDES JUDGES, ATTORNEYS, DEPUTY SHERIFFS, 
COURT REPORTERS, EMPLOYEES, MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC, CONTRACTORS, AND ALL OTHERS 
WHO WORK IN OR VISIT THE COURTHOUSE. THE FACE COVERING MUST BE WORN AT ALL 
TIMES WITHIN THE COURTHOUSE, INCLUDING COURTROOMS, ELEVATORS, PUBLIC AND 
PRIVATE CORRIDORS AND ANY OTHER SHARED SPACES. EMPLOYEES MAY REMOVE THEIR 
FACE MASK IN THEIR WORK AREA IF THEY ARE ABLE TO MAINTAIN SOCIAL DISTANCING 
FROM OTHER INDIVIDUALS. WITHIN A COURTROOM, THE PRESIDING JUDGE MAY 
AUTHORIZE REMOVAL OF A FACE COVERING IN ORDER TO FACILITATE A PROCEEDING AS 
LONG AS SOCIAL DISTANCING CAN BE MAINTAINED. INDIVIDUALS WITHOUT FACE 
COVERINGS WILL NOT BE PERMITTED TO ENTER THE COURTHOUSE AND INDIVIDUALS WHO 
DO NOT CONTINUOUSLY WEAR THEIR FACE COVERING WHILE IN THE COURTHOUSE AS 
REQUIRED BY THIS ORDER WILL BE SUBJECT TO REMOVAL FROM THE COURTHOUSE. 

AS RECOMMENDED BY THE VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, THIS ORDER DOES NOT 
APPLY TO CHILDREN UNDER TWO, OR INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE DIFFICULTY BREATHING, OR 
WHO CANNOT REMOVE A FACE COVERING WITHOUT HELP, OR HAVE OTHER MEDICAL ISSUES 
THAT MAKE THE WEARING OF A FACE COVERING UNSAFE. 

THIS ORDER SHALL REMAIN IN EFFECT UNTIL FURTHER ORDER OF THE COURT. 

SO ORDERED, THIS 181H  DAY OF MAY 2020. 


	Page 1

