The official publication of the Florida Association of Licensed Investigators

The FALI Annual Conference 2018. . .
3 Days of Learning, Networking, Fun and Family

__________________

Share Your News &
Announcements with FALI
Send to admin@fali.org

The 24th annual FALI Conference was held
at the Hilton Tampa Airport Westshore May
3-5, 2018. This was our 3rd Conference at
the hotel. We’ve also held many smaller
events at this location. While FALI
Conferences don’t have official “themes,” the
unofficial theme of this one was “Back Home
in Tampa,”
Each time we have an event at this hotel we
are greeted by the staff like family. Many of
them have been there since our first
Conference at the location. Just ask anyone
who has met “Renae” the bartender.
Whether you order a coke, or a coke and
something stronger she will remember your
drink the next time you come in. While this
may seem like a small thing, the point of
bringing it up is to emphasize the point that
FALI Conferences are more than just
gatherings of colleagues. They are a
gathering of the “PI Family.”
This isn’t meant to be a “feel good”
statement. It is one the Board, and our
Administrative Director, constantly hear from
attendees, especially the first timers.

Florida Association of
Licensed Investigators (FALI)
Post Office Box 2896
Dunedin, FL 34697
(888) 845-3254
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Most of us have probably been in the
situation where you have made the
commitment to attend a professional event,
such as a conference, where you don’t know
anyone. Maybe you pre determine that once
the events of the day are over you are going
to your room and hunker down with work, or
a movie.

Maybe some of this year’s attendees
thought the same thing. Throughout the
evening hours it was wonderful to see the
newbees welcomed by the veterans like old
friends. As we all know, most of the best
networking is after hours in the bar. This
year we had a large number of first timers,
including colleagues from other states,
comment on how welcome they were made
to feel, and how they will definitely attend
future conferences.
It’s important to mention that this feeling of
being part of the “family” has also been
expressed to us by many of the vendors.
You can only imagine how many
conferences these folks attend every year.
Some have shared with us that little things
like making sure they are participating in the
meals, or inviting them to hang out after
hours are things that not all associations do.
We appreciate all of the positive feedback
we received on this year’s speaker line-up.
While the pre-conference, which is FREE, is
optional, over the last few years most
attendees have participated giving them 3
full days.
Next year is FALI’s 25th Anniversary. The
Conference will be help at the Doubletree
Orlando outside of Universal Studios from
May 2-4, 2019. We hope you will join us. In
the meantime, enjoy all the 2018
Conference highlights in this issue.

The FALI Pre-conference, a Value Added Benefit!

The Pre-conference has long been a part of the FALI
Conference. This is an extra “full” day of training, prior to
the official start of the Conference. The Pre-conference
speaker can cover a lot more material then the typical
Conference session. Up until 4 years ago, the preconference was an add on, for an extra fee, sometimes
equal to the regular Conference fee, depending on the
speaker.

With a goal of giving back to the membership in the form
of benefits, the FALI Board decided to start offering the
pre-conference, FREE of charge to fully paid Conference
attendees. The Board is able to do this by negotiating
special, flat fee rates with the speakers, that FALI covers.
The response has been so fantastic, that the Conference
has truly become 3 full days for many attendees.

Ever since the OJ Simpson trial was televised live,
forensic science has gained widespread popularity in
large part due to countless TV crime dramas and
documentaries. Fans are intrigued by its capabilities,
uses and impact on seeking the truth and justice and
believe what they see on the big screen without knowing
anything about the science. Unfortunately, many Private
Investigators and defense attorneys fall into this
category. Other than their “Hollywood CSI” education,
few know anything about the forensic disciplines and
how a state-of-the-art forensic crime laboratory is
managed, operated, organized and staffed. During his
presentation Mark opened attendees eyes to ways
defense teams can attack the science, and the scientist, to
ensure justice is applied appropriately.

This year we were fortunate to offer two half day sessions
with two of the most well known Private Investigators,
and FALI members/friends, in the country.
The morning session was presented by Mark Gillespie of
Gillespie Investigations out of Austin, Texas. Mark has
been to, and presented at, many FALI Conferences.
Among his many credentials, Mark is a past president of
TALI, current Secretary of NCISS, and current VP of
Private Investigations, and Chairman, of NAMEC.

Thank you to
Auto Data Direct
for sponsoring
the coffee break.

Continued on page 3
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After lunch, Pre-conference attendees participated in
Kelly Riddle’s “Marketing for the Professional PI”
presentation. Kelly, who owns Kelmar Global out of San
Antonio, Texas, has also been to, and presented at,
many FALI Conferences. Some of Kelly’s “many”
involvements include being a past president of TALI,
current Secretary/Treasurer, of NAMEC and being a
member of “24” trade associations around the country.

Kelly gave attendees an in-depth presentation about the
importance 0f running a PI Business as a business. His
power point, and other presentations from the 2018
Conference, can be found under the resources tab on the
FALI website for members who are logged in.

You might be the best PI that ever existed, but if you
don’t take care of the “business” side of your business,
there is just so long you will last.
Thank you to both Mark, and Kelly for sharing their
insights and knowledge with Conference attendees. They
really got things off to an amazing start.

Marketing, and running a business, requires constantly
asking yourself a series of questions as was shown in
these slides from the presentation:

The “Other” FALI Pre-conference Event: The Annual Pistol Shoot.
Added Value: FREE G Annual Requals.
The FALI sharp shooters were at it again this year as
they participated in the “Annual FALI Pistol Shoot” at
the Wyoming Antelope Club on Thursday, May 3rd.
Range Master Rick Neal, was assisted by K Instructor,
Jerry Bloechle who welcomed 10 participants this year.
In addition to the competition, Jerry offered attendees
“FREE” annual G requals through his company, “Know
More Investigations.” Following the competition, and
requals, Rick ran participants through EP scenarios. It
was a great day for all who participated. This year’s
winners were all separated by merely one point:
WINNERS
1st Place- $150: Michael Donohoe—240 (perfect score)
2nd Place - $100: Wayne North—239
3rd Place - $50: Mark Lynn—238
4th Place - $25: Brandon Fortuno - 237
Prize money donated by the Neal Group and Delvepoint.

Thank you to our sponsors!
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Remember to
Report Unlicensed
Activity
Anyone who tries to
provide PI services without
a license is taking money
out of all of our pockets. If
you come across someone
doing this, make sure to
report this using the
“Report Unlicensed PIs”
tab, on the left-hand side of
the FALI website.

Richard “Rick” Root
FALI President

Greetings Members:
Post Conference: First, I want to thank this year’s sponsors for their support of
our 24th Annual Conference. Each of you demonstrated support for our
membership that goes beyond what I could have expected.
I would be remiss if I didn’t give a special mention to our Bronze Sponsor,
TransUnion. Neil Caddell and his team did a great job. I genuinely hope each
vendor was successful in your endeavors with our membership and I look forward
to having you all back at our 25th Annual Conference at the DoubleTree Hotel
located at the entrance to Universal Studios Orlando.

FALI WEBSITE FAQ:
Once you are logged in to your
FALI Profile you can . . .
Renew your membership and
update your profile 24/7.
Find business forms and
samples, and other forms, under
the “Resources” tab.
Find FALI Board meeting
minutes, financials, and FALI
Forums, also under the
“Resources” tab. Some date
back as far as 1994 when FALI
began.
LICENSE STATS (5/31/18)
Private Investigator “C”
7,399
PI Interns “CC”
1,415
PI Agencies “A”
2,825
PI Agency Branch “AA”
23
Statewide Firearm “G”
21,040
Concealed Weapon “W” 1,906,594

Our speakers knocked it out of the park. Each of you brought a different skill set to
present to our membership and made learning fun. The feedback we have received
was extremely positive, and we cannot say thank you enough for providing a
positive learning environment for our members.
To our members, I could not be prouder of our organization. You all came out to
learn and update your toolbox. Your evaluations and suggestions were beneficial
for our planning of next year’s 25th Annual conference. I cannot say how thankful
I am for each of you who attended the conference that made our vendors feel
welcome. I have received nothing but positive feedback from our vendors
concerning their interactions was with our membership.
Legislative: As was announced at the Conference, as of this moment we do not
have a lobbyist working on our behalf. I have spoken with a lot of you about this,
and I am addressing this at our next board meeting.
FALI’s Mission: Our purpose shall be to unite Florida’s licensed investigators and
agency owners, to promote the highest professional ethics; encourage greater cooperation
and communication of effectual skills, heighten consumer trust and understanding of
professional investigative work product: explore, cultivate and introduce those arts and
sciences that improve abilities and build professionalism: Offer quality continuing
education paths: uphold the honor and dignity of our livelihood: Fight to preserve
opportunities: acquire a robust proactive voice for the prudent public policy:
contest oppressive legislation or regulation and to oppose confiscator
taxation or fees.

PIRSAC MEETING NOTICE:
June 14, 2018 - 9:00AM
Hilton
350 Northdale Blvd
Altamonte Springs, FL

A lobbyist is not about the immediate return on investment (ROI) but an
insurance policy that protects our profession from the men and women we as
citizens send to Tallahassee to govern us. Most of them have no idea who we are,
what we do and whom we work with. Who is going to tell that story? Without a
lobbyist, the answer is, no one.

For more information, visit the
DoL website by clicking HERE.

As members, we are all busy with our businesses, and none of us have the time,
expertise, nor the inclination to represent our profession. We cannot afford
Continued on page 5
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to operate without a lobbyist that can protect our profession by being alert
to those impactful issues that are being discussed without our knowledge
and then being forced upon us.
After speaking with many of you at the conference, by phone and email, it
will be my recommendation to the Board of Directors that we re-engage
Cynthia Henderson and her Cynergy team.
FALI Board Meetings: The quarterly board meeting for the outgoing
FALI Board of Directors was held on Thursday, May 3rd in Tampa Bay at
the conference. We worked on clearing up old business so that the new
board of directors could start off with a reasonably clean slate. After the
general meeting on May 4th, the new Board held a quick meeting to appoint
Dennis Root the Area Director for the Palm Beach Area. I look forward to
working with all of our Board members, veteran, and new. All are listed in
the column to the right.
Our next Board meeting is June 13th, 2018. Where we will discuss the
Lobbyist, FALI-U/Bootcamp coming up in September, membership, and the
25th Annual Conference.
Outgoing Board members - In closing I would like to give a special
shout out, and expression of appreciation, to two Board members who have
served FALI for a number of years,

FALI Officers
Rick Root
President
T: (954) 306-9040
E: rick@rickrootpi.com

Terry Roffler
Vice President
T: (813) 892-5966
E: roffler@att.net

Diane Spinner
Secretary
T: (209) 329-5113
E: dianespinner@att.net

Mark Lynn
Treasurer
T: (727) 254-1994
E: mark@keckinvestigation.com

Kimberly Campbell and Mark Aubin.
Kimberly served as Jacksonville AD for a number of years and then, in
addition, stepped up as FALI Secretary when Terry Roffler became Acting
President. Last year she was elected Secretary and mid-way through,
stepped up to also fill in the Jacksonville AD position.
Similarly, Mark Aubin, who had been involved on the sidelines stepped up
to fill in the Tampa Area Director position when Bill Todd passed away. He
was then elected to the position two more times while also developing our
Code of Ethics, and serving as Ethics Committee Chair.
Both will be missed but not too much because we still expect to see them at
FALI events, as civilians.
In closing I would like to thank the FALI membership for the faith you have
put in me by re-electing me as president. I look forward to another great
year!

Respectfully,

FALI Area Directors (Pg. 20)
Tampa Bay: Matt Aubin
Orlando: Kelly Pennington
Jacksonville: Position Open
Panhandle: Glenn Parker
Broward/Dade: Richard Rastrelli
Palm Beach: Dennis Root
Fort Myers/Southwest: Walt Zalisko

FALI Committee Chairpersons:
Advisory Committee: All Past Presidents
Conference Committee: Terry Roffler
Elections Committee: Jack Belich
Legislative Committee: Mark Lynn
Scholarship Committee: Scott Kamp
Bylaws Committee: Walt Zalisko
Website Committee: Michael Goodfellow
Publications Committee: Amy O’Rourke

Additional Committees/Support:
Administrative Director: Amy O’Rourke
Membership Committee: ALL MEMBERS
Bookkeeper: Heather Roberts
Vendor/Advertising: Rick Root

Rick Root, LPI
FALI President

Next FALI Board Meeting:
June 13, 2018
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Conference Highlights
Friday, May 4, 2018

The 2018 Conference was two days jam packed with worldclass speakers presenting on topics including: Surviving
an Active Shooter, Investigating Child Sex Trafficking,
Countersurveillance and Miranda and the Investigator
(presented be an attorney in a neon suit). The majority of
presentations were in General Session but Saturday
afternoon offered a breakout session including one
specifically for Private Investigator Interns (CC licensees)
and students.

Commander, Dan O’Shea, who coordinated over 300
hostage negotiations. On a “brighter” note, attorney Ira
Karmelin showed up for the after lunch session in a neon
suit, and still kept the interest of the room full of
participants. A decorated Navy Seal is a tough act to follow,
in particular with a dry subject such as Miranda Rights.
Once they got past the “schtick” participants really enjoyed
the knowledge Ira shared, as well as the candy to help with
the afternoon pick-me-up.

The Conference started off with Michael Julian’s
“ALIVE - Active Shooter Training” program. Michael is a
past CALI President and a well known PI. Over the last
year, the demand for this program has increased as we
hear of shooting after shooting in schools and businesses.
One of the survivors of last year’s Vegas shooting attributes
her success directly to this program. Sadly, the need for
this type of training exists in both our professional, and
personal lives.

The last presenter of the afternoon, was past FALI
President Tim O’Rourke, speaking on the importance of
knowing “Counter” surveillance techniques to be a better
surveillance investigator.
The FALI Annual Business meeting was called to order
by FALI President, Rick Root. One of the first orders of
business was the certification of the election by Election
Chairman, Jack Belich. This is the second year we have
conducted our election online and it has been a success.

Our lunch key note speaker was Retired Navy Seal

Continued on page 7
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were asked to share their thoughts. Many expressed their
concern about not having representation in Tallahassee
and ways we can continue to make this happen. Members
are asked to share their thoughts with their Area
Directors, and other Board members.

This year’s ballot included a membership survey which
will help the Board as they conduct business in the year
ahead.

During the meeting, Rick asked Lobbyist Cynthia
Henderson, from Cynergy Consulting to give a
presentation on the importance of members being
involved in the legislative process. This is both during the
legislative session, and throughout the year.

The Annual meeting ended with introductions from the
various associations in attendance. These included: TALI,
CALI, NALI, NCISS and NAMEC. FALI members can gain
a lot by getting involved with these other organizations.

Rick also announced that the outgoing Board had voted to
not renew Cynergy’s contract for financial reasons. This
led to much input from the members in attendance who

Once the Annual meeting adjourned everyone gathered
for the “Cinco de Mayo” Eve party

Conference Highlights
Saturday, May 5, 2018
Day 2 started out slow for some who stayed out too late
the night before, but with the assistance of coffee, and a
presentation by Chris Browning on Technical Security
Countermeasures, they started to get their mojo back.
Chris shared some amazing information, and statistics
about the billions of dollars companies spend each year to
fight these attacks.

vendor representatives joined FALI members for lunch as
a slide show played with each of their logos. As mentioned
previously in this edition, our vendors are an important
part of the FALI “family.”
Following lunch, Joseph Travers, current President of
the National Association for Missing and Exploited
Children (NAMEC) and current Executive Director of
Saved in America, gave a powerful presentation on the
growing epidemic of child sex trafficking, and how the PI
profession is getting involved in the fight, nation-wide
(additional information later in this issue).

Diane Spinner, who was just elected FALI Secretary,
gave a presentation on Fire Investigations. Diane is with
EFI Global, which provides services to the public, and
private sector, worldwide. She was able to share an inside
look at this segment of investigations.

In 1998, the Florida
Board
of Certified
Investigators, Inc, (FBCI) was created to set
the highest standards of ethics,
Continued on page 8

Lunch was our opportunity to once again thank our
vendors for their support of this year’s Conference. All
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Continued - Conference Highlights Saturday, May 5, 2018
knowledge, and professionalism among private
investigators in Florida through continuing education.
Several years ago, the FBCI approached FALI about
taking over the administration of the program. During a
brief presentation current FBCI Chairman Terry
Roffler, and FALI president, Rick Root, gave an
overview of the relaunch which is planned for July 1st.
Members who attended the presentation were ready to
sign up on the spot. Full details will be available soon.

was the topic for his presentation at the 2017 FALI-U
and was once again well received.
In the other break-out, Rick and Terry, joined by some
other members, conducted a round table type discussion
for CCs and students. Participants were able to ask
questions, and get advice, for getting their career off on
the right foot. Everyone was a newbie at one time. One
of the benefits of FALI is being able to network and learn
from others.

The second day of the Conference ended with two
breakout sessions. Mark Lynn, newly elected FALI
Treasurer, presented on Accident Investigations. This

After another full day of learning, attendees took a break
to get ready for the evening festivities, the FALI Annual
Awards Banquet.
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The Certified Milestone Membership program was launched in 2013
to recognize those members who have supported our profession
through years of continuous participation in FALI and our activities.
Congratulations to all who earned their awards this year. Those
members who were unable to attend the Conference will receive their
awards at a local meeting or through the mail.
2019 is FALI’s 25th Anniversary. At next year’s Conference we will be
adding the 25 Year Certified Milestone Membership award.

15 Years

10 Years

5 Years

Have you asked to have your Membership verified? If your membership has not yet been verified, please
send an email to admin@fali.org please include the approximate year you first joined FALI. Milestones are not
generally verified unless a member makes a request.

Life Member Recognition

In addition to the Milestone awards, this year the FALI Board decided to add “Life Member”
Crystal Awards. Over the last few years there has been an increase in the number of members
choosing the Life option at renewal. As a thank you for their commitment to FALI, Awards were
presented to these members, as well as others who over the years have paid for, or been awarded,
life membership. Details about applying for life membership can be found on the FALI website.
9

What’s Happening in Your Area?

Meet the FALI Area Directors for 2018-2019
FALI Area meetings offer members the opportunity
to network with others and learn something new
from guest speakers. Area Directors (ADs) work
hard to recruit knowledgeable speakers. Potential
members are always welcome however, after
attending 3 meetings we ask that they join to
continue participating, and show support of FALI.
Meetings are announced by the ADs through area
contact lists and posted on the FALI website. If you
are not receiving notifications of meetings, please
send an email to both your AD, and admin@fali.org
to make sure you are on the correct list.
Palm Beach Area: Greetings my fellow
investigators and agency owners. My name is
Dennis Root and I am the new Area Director for
the Palm Beach Metro Area. Usually, this would be
where the new area director would tell you about
who they are and their investigative background.
Well, I am not normal, as many of you already
know.
I feel it is more important to tell you about how I
see my role as your Area Director. I have accepted
this responsibility to help you in every way I can. I
want to help you take your skills and your business
to the next level. I will focus my efforts on gaining a
better understanding of your individual needs and
those of our area as a whole. With a comprehensive
understanding of your needs, I will do all I can to
help you in those areas.
I will seek speakers for our monthly meetings that
will empower you as professional investigators and
business owners. I will also keep you current on
everything taking place within your association,
and seek your collective input so that when I cast a
vote as a member of the FALI Board, my vote will
reflect the desires of the majority of the members
in the Palm Beach Metro Area.
I am making efforts to call each of you and
introduce myself. If you have not yet heard from
me, you will. Thank you for taking the time to read
this and I look forward to seeing each of you at the
next area meeting!
Tallahassee/Panhandle: Greetings from the
Panhandle! My name is Glenn Parker and this is
my second year serving as AD for this area. We had
a great area meeting on March 1 at McGuire’s Irish
Pub in Destin where we discussed specialty

research venders available to private investigators.
Our next meeting is scheduled for Friday, June 15
in Tallahassee at my office from 11:00 AM to 1:00
PM. Lunch will be provided. Feel free to bring a
non-member.
The plan for 2018 will be to hold a Pensacola area
meeting every three or four months, and a
Tallahassee area meeting every six months. The
separate locations are meant to minimize
members’ travel, but anyone is more than welcome
to attend either, or both, meeting locations.
Please make every effort to attend your local
meetings since they are invaluable sources for
networking and the sharing of ideas.
Orlando Area: My name is Kelly Pennington
and I was recently elected to serve as Orlando AD.
Since the Annual FALI Election is held at the
annual FALI Conference, the FALI New Year starts
in May with the first meetings of the “new” year
generally being held in June.
This “New Years,” the Orlando area FALI group
will celebrate at a new meeting location on the
north side of town. On June 26th at 5:30 pm we
will meet at Liam Fitzpatrick's Irish Pub, We will
have our own small private meeting room with its
own private bar, an important asset for any New
Year celebration.
FALI President Rick Root will be joining us to fill
everyone in on the latest FALI news. Another Root
of the FALI family tree, Dennis Root, will be giving
a presentation on the "Importance of Time Lines"
for investigations. Dennis has been involved in
some "high profile" cases including the George
Zimmerman/Travon Martin case which took place
only a few miles from where we will be meeting. I
am sure we can learn something from him.
Among the Orlando Area membership we have a
wealth of investigative experience. The best way to
improve your investigations is to network with
other investigators and always be able to provide
your clients with the expertise they need. Monthly
FALI Area meetings are a great way to network and
a pretty good way to enjoy a night out too.
I hope to see you at Liam’s on the 26th. Depending
on the opinions of the members we can mix up the
locations in the future to try to cover the entire
area. If you know of any good locations let me
Continued on page 11
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Southeast Florida: My name is Richard Rastrelli
and I just started my second term as the SE Area
Director for FALI. The SE Area covers Broward,
Miami-Dade, and Monroe counties.

every two to three months at Duffy’s Sport Bar and
Grille in Estero. Gary Cirino, the Manager of Duffy’s
has been more than gracious in providing us with a
private room, at no charge, for meetings.

Generally our meetings are held in Broward County.
Geographically the SE Area is large. I would like to
hold some meetings in Miami-Dade County. I would
appreciate member input as to whether you would you
prefer a lunch or dinner meeting? Also, what area of
Miami-Dade would you like the meetings held?

Tampa Bay Area: I am extremely humbled to have
been appointed by the FALI Board as the new Tampa
Area Director. My name is Matt Aubin and I am
delighted to be serving in this new capacity after
having served the last 2 years as Treasurer. I’m
excited to follow in my father, Mark Aubin’s, footsteps
as the Tampa AD.

Please email me at Richard@rjrinvestigations.com.
Your responses will benefit everyone. If you know of a
location that has a “private” meeting room, that we
don’t have to pay for, please include that information.

We are very pleased to announce that prior to passing
the torch, Mark secured a much needed New
Location for Tampa Area FALI meetings in the
private meeting room at Grill Smith South Tampa on
S Dale Mabry Hwy. Meetings will continue to be held
on the third Tuesday of each month. This location is
right off of 275 and will be convenient for even more
members.

Remember to check your email for posted meetings
and the FALI calendar on the FALI website.
Meetings are currently held at the Courtyard Fort
Lauderdale Airport and Cruise Port, 400 Gulf Stream
Way, Dania Beach, Fl 33004. Generally, meetings are
held the second Tuesday of every month from 5:30
P.M. to finish of presentation. Members are
encouraged to come early to eat and network.

Another contribution Mark established was the
"Member Spotlight." This program is designed to
enhance networking and referrals within our region’s
members. The program has been very well received.
In fact, FALI President Rick Root asked Mark to put
together information for other ADs to implement the
program throughout the State. Several Tampa area
members are scheduled to make presentations over
the ensuing months. We look forward to building on
the program in the months to come.

The June presentation will actually be on the “third”
Tuesday. FALI member Richard Smith, will be
speaking on “The Role of the Firearm for Today’s
Private Investigator.”

Ft. Myers (S.W. Florida): My name is Walt
Zalisko and I’m one of the veteran ADs having served
in this capacity since 2012. My professional career
encompasses thirty-nine years of experience having
served as a Chief of Police, County Undersheriff,
police detective, private investigator, and as a
corporate security director for a Fortune 400
company.

For our upcoming meeting on July 17, 2018 we are
excited to have Tim O’Rourke as our guest speaker
with a presentation on Executive Protection. We will
continue to have speakers for our members to learn,
grow and network within their profession.
FALI Area meetings are a great networking tool but
only if you, the member, take advantage of it. When
a speaker is not afforded, meetings are still a great
time to gather ‘round to discuss cases, equipment,
business plans, etc., all while networking and getting
to know your colleagues.

My agency, Global Investigative Group, is a private
investigation and security consulting business that
specializes in personal injury, corporate due diligence,
criminal defense, and insurance claims investigations.
We are approved Florida Justice Administrative
Commission (JAC) investigators. I am recognized as
an authority on Human Trafficking and Russian
Organized Crime

Jacksonville/St. Augustine
We are still looking for a member to serve as
Area Director. If you are interested please contact
Rick Root.
FALI meetings are announced via email alerts,
and on the FALI website under the Calendar
heading on the right-hand side of the website.

Southwest Florida area meetings are usually held once
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NCISS LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

The NCISS Legislative Advocacy Hub is monitoring state legislative
activity through the State Legislation Awareness Monitoring (SLAM)
NCISS extends its appreciation to FALI and its members. NCISS has a strong relationship with FALI through Board
members supporting FALI with membership – including Terry Myer, Sr. (Board Chairman/Past President) and
Dean A. Beers, CLI, CCDI, CFI-FTER (Past Board Chairman/Past President). In addition, NCISS welcomes all the
members of FALI supporting NCISS through membership, including several from the FALI Board and general
membership! Your NCISS Regional Director is: Bob Dunn, Dunn Investigations, North Carolina
(252) 592-1797 or bob@dunninvestigations.com

NCISS 2018 Mid-Term Meeting joins the Investigators Superconference
We are excited to announce that the date has been set for the Mid-Term Meeting and it will coincide with the 2018
Investigators Superconference in New York, New York. The Mid-Term Meeting for NCISS will be November 8, and
the Investigators Superconference will be held November 8-11. Both events will be at the Hotel Pennsylvania in New
York. Each conference has its own registration and agenda of events, but both will be great for members to attend.
You can find the specific details about each
conference, along with registration and hotel
information at www.nciss.org. Be sure to register
and reserve your hotel room as early as possible to
lock in your spot! Hope to see you all there!

NCISS Welcomes New Regional Directors
Region 4 - AL-AR-MO-LA-MS-NM-OK-TN-TX
My name is Jon B. Tipton and I am proud to be appointed as your new Region 4 Director!
First, I would like to thank Mark Gillespie for his belief in my abilities as a Professional Investigator and as a leader
within our industry which led to his nomination of me for this position. Thanks Mark!

Secondly, I want to thank the Board for their subsequent approval of my appointment. I promise to work tirelessly to
promote the values, morals, ethics, and principles of NCISS and to represent the same in all that I do in and for our
industry.
While in terms of a career as a Professional Investigator I am on the younger end of the spectrum what I make up for
with a short steep learning curve, a very strong filter for extraneous bologna, a very direct and deliberate approach to
solving challenges, culminating with a strong work ethic. I possess an intense desire to see our profession re-branded
from the stereotypical "private dick" or "gumshoe" to that of a Professional Investigator that is sought after and
respected by society as a whole because we as Professional Investigators hold ourselves accountable under the highest
standards of care, diligence, professionalism, and integrity.
Again, thank you all for your belief in me. I am looking forward to serving our Members as an ambassador for our
profession.

Respectfully,
Jon B. Tipton
Cinco Peso Security & Investigations, LLC (TX)
C: (830) 965-8300 O: (210) 888-9175
jbt@cincopeso.com

Continued on page 13
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Continued from page 12 - NCISS Report

New Regional Directors (continued)
Tina Thomas: Region 5 - AZ-CO-IA-KS-MN-ND-NE-SD-UT-WI-WY
I am honored to have been appointed by the Board as the new Region 5 Director for NCISS. It is exciting to serve the Board, Region
5, and all of my fellow investigators as I go forward into this position. For many years I have reaped the benefits of the hardworking members of this association, and now is my chance to give back to the group and our industry. It is important we continue
to grow, learn and add to the membership of NCISS.
Taking part in my state organization (Arizona Association of Licensed Private Investigators) as well as NCISS has been critical to
my continued education and growing my network of trusted colleagues. YOU NEED BOTH HALVES FOR THE BEST
LEGISLATIVE PROTECTION! For those of you I have not personally met or worked with in the many years I have been an
investigator, I look forward to meeting you at the NCISS Mid-Term in New York on November 8th. Please introduce yourself and
let me know how I can help make this organization even better than it is.
Christina C. Thomas
Subrosa (AZ)
602-256-2266 x104
tthomas@SubrosaPI.com

NCISS Welcomes New Vendors & Sponsors
Security and Investigators Insurance Solutions - Liability coverage for
professional investigators, security guard operations, and personal firearms liability.
Visit https://siisinsurance.com for details

NCISS introduces NEW association benefits! These benefits are available for both
you and your family. Please take the time to research your choices and make the best
selections for you and your family. If you have questions regarding enrollment or the
plans, call (866) 354-1327 or www.1enrollment.com/NCISS2

NCISS is on social media
Facebook – https://www.facebook.com/NCISS.Association (please note the period between NCISS and Association)
Twitter – https://twitter.com/nciss_assoc @nciss_assoc (please note the underscore between NCISS and Association)
YouTube – https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3lsMjDxG-rGTU3enyVfgcg

Legislative News from Lobbyit
It has been very quiet for the investigation and security professions in Congress and regulatory agencies. That's a good thing - for
now. We must always be prepared. One way we do that is to personally visit our Senators and Representatives every year - and stay
in contact with them throughout the year. We also stay in touch with our members. For additional information on NCISS legislative
activity, please visit www.nciss.org/important-nciss-news
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FALI Conference Parade of Flags

The “Parade of Military and Law Enforcement Flags,” was launched at the 2011 FALI Conference in
Tampa with the flags representing the 5 branches of the armed forces: Army, Navy, Air Force,
Marines and Coast Guard. The following year the Law Enforcement flag was added. At the suggestion
of Doug Duerr, the Merchant Marine flag was added and first carried by Doug during the 2015
ceremony in Cocoa Beach.
This important part of FALI’s Conference is our way or saying thank you to all the men and women
who have served. Jerry Bloechle, who received many commendations during his time in the Air
Force, once again served as this year’s Master of Ceremonies. Thank you to this year’s flag carriers:
Army: Darryl Knight
Marines: Bret Bartlett
Navy: Dan O’Shea
Air Force: Bob Wigley
Coast Guard: Wayne North
Law Enforcement: Mike Donohoe
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2018 FALI Educational Scholarship Winners
Scott Kamp, Scholarship Chair
This year’s FALI Educational Scholarship call for applicants
resulted in applications being received from students in Criminal
Justice programs from colleges and universities throughout the
State. This is a direct result of our continuing to reach out to the
key individuals in charge of these programs to build awareness
of FALI, and the Scholarship program.
The following students each received the 2018 $500 FALI
Educational Scholarship:
Laura Hernandez
Criminal Justice
Valencia College
Ashley Whyte
Criminal Justice
University of Central Florida
On Friday, May 4th, during the lunchtime session of the Annual
Conference, I had the pleasure of presenting Laura Hernandez
her scholarship. Her mother, and grandmother, who were very
thankful to the FALI membership for this award, accompanied
her for the presentation and several conference sessions, which
they enjoyed immensely. Unfortunately, Ms. Whyte was not
able to attend,
Congratulations to both of this year’s recipients, and thank you
to everyone who contributes to the Scholarship fund through
the annual Conference raffle.
A special thank you goes to Molly O’Rourke and Keegan Kamp
who encouraged Conference attendees to “contribute” to the
Scholarship fund. Thank you also to PI Magazine for their
donation in helping us help the next generation.
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It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of long time FALI member, Harvey C. Shapiro. who passed away at
his home in California on Sunday, May 27th. Harvey participated in Ft. Myers areas meetings prior to his retirement, and full
time move to California, in 2017. Harvey was a retired detective with Riverside County Sheriffs Dept. in Riverside California
as well as a Private investigator who’s passion was working cases for the abused and/or neglected children and the falsely
accused. He was respected and loved by all who had the opportunity to know him. He was active and worked closely with
the Parent Allienation Organization who’s primary forces was to assist those parents who had been alienated from their
children by a vindictive spouse in divorce. He worked diligently to reunite children with the alienated parent with the
assistance of various colleagues. He will be sorely missed by family, friends and colleagues all over the world. Our thoughts
and prayers are with his wife Marla, his family and friends.
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NAMEC Comes Full Circle at the 2018 FALI Conference
- New CMECIs Welcomed Submitted by: Joseph Travers
President, NAMEC
Executive Director Saved in America

.The 2017 FALI Conference in Cocoa Beach, Florida

their CMECI designation. Many are in the process of
applying to be part of the Special Response Team
(SRT).

was the forum for the introduction of NAMEC to the
Private Investigative community. This was followed by
similar introductions at conferences in Texas, Colorado,
Alabama, South Carolina and North Carolina. Last
month NAMEC once again attended the FALI
Conference. What a difference a year makes.

The NAMEC Board is in the process of developing
procedures for getting information to members of the
SRT as we get notified of potential cases.
CMECI & SRT Procedures Clarification

The day prior to the start of the FALI Conference,
Wednesday, May 2nd, the NAMEC Board of Directors
welcomed over 75 people to the first annual, "NAMEC
Solutions Based HT Conference," in Tampa. The
Conference attendees were comprised of Private
Investigators from Florida, and around the country, as
well as Human Trafficking based organizations from
throughout the Tampa Bay area.

Prior to the NAMEC Conference in Tampa, the Board held its
first Board meeting of NAMEC's second year of operation.
The first year was reviewed and plans put in place for the
year ahead.
One of the issues discussed was the clarification of the
qualifications to become a CMECI. The first thing was to
clarify the definition of an "Active" member of NAMEC to be
an individual who is a licensed private investigator, according
to the laws of the State in which they are licensed. Only a
licensed PI can apply for the CMECI designation.

The Conference consisted of three sessions. The first,
which was presented by NAMEC Chairman, Mark
Gillespie, introduced NAMEC by sharing the story of its
formation, and the concept of engaging the PI
profession in the fight against Human Trafficking.

When the CMECI program first started a few months ago
there were two fees. The first was a $25 fee for a felony
background check, the second was a $25 testing fee. We are
happy to report that due to the generosity of one of our
sponsors, IRB/Delvepoint, we can now conduct the
background check, free of charge, so we no longer have to
charge the initial fee. The only fee will be for the online test,
and retest if required. There is an expense to NAMEC for use
of the online testing platform. To summarize:

I presented the second session, "Investigation of
Missing and Exploited Children," which I also presented
at the FALI Conference. This was of great interest to the
PIs present who wanted to get more involved in these
types of investigations, as well as the organizations,
who really started to understand the commitment of our
profession, as well as the emotional impact on the PIs
involved in helping rescue children.

To qualify to become a CMECI you must:
* Be an "Active Level" member in good standing with NAMEC
(A licensed Private Investigator in accordance with the laws of the
State in which you are licensed.)

The final session of the afternoon was presented by
Stephanie Costolo from the US Institute Against Human
Trafficking (USIAHT). The USIAHT TraffickingFree
Zone program is a county-wide initiative focused on
reducing the demand – the number of buyers - for sextrafficked victims. The program started in Pasco County,
Florida and is expanding to Pinellas County, Florida.
NAMEC looks forward to being part of the effort as it
grows around the country.

* Successfully pass the CMECI exam.
* No felony convictions.

Cost for becoming a CMECI:

$25 test fee (if a retest is needed the cost is also $25)
$25 annual renewal fee plus proof of 3 hours of CEUs

Once a member passes the CMECI exam they may apply to
become part of the SRT by forwarding their licensing
credentials, and proof of liability insurance, to be reviewed by
the SRT Committee. It is important to note that if the liability
insurance is not in the name of the individual who would like
to be part of the SRT then the employer, in whose name the
insurance is in, must sanction the participation in the SRT.

Ironically when it comes to trafficking the Big 3 States
are the same as the Big 3 States for PI Associations,
California, Texas, and Florida.
With a year under our belt, the NAMEC table at the
FALI Conference was very busy. We signed up at least
25 new members. All NAMEC members were offered
the opportunity to take the CMECI exam, FREE of
charge. At least 24 did just that and have now earned

Additional information about the CMECI test, including how to
purchase the book on which it is based, can be found by
clicking HERE
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Editor’s Café
What specific presenter(s) would you like to hear at the 2019
FALI Conference? Please present contact information if you
have it.

Dear Members,
As you have read throughout this issue, another successful FALI
Conference has come and gone. We are already gearing up for the
2019 Conference.

These same questions can be asked for local area meetings. Area
Directors volunteer their time to plan meetings that they feel would
interest members. Any suggestions you can offer are always
welcome.

As you can imagine, there is a lot that goes into planning,
organizing, and implementing a Conference. This year we asked
attendees to complete evaluation forms following every session
both to critique the presenters, and the subject, and to offer
suggestions for future conferences. Thank you to those who took
the time to complete these forms, and in particular, offer
suggestions. Now we need to ask the same from the rest of you.

The lifeblood of FALI is our membership. We need you to be part of
this planning process.

I am looking forward to another great year with our new Board, and
our members. If I can ever be of assistance, don’t hesitate to
contact me at admin@fali.org

We would appreciate if everyone could take the time to email me
the answers to two simple questions:

Cheers,

What specific subject(s) would you like to see presented at the
2019 FALI Conference?
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IS YOUR ONLINE/MEMBERSHIP FALI PROFILE UP-TO-DATE???

NOTES
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
Join us for FALI’s 25th Annual
Conference May 2-4, 2019
DoubleTree by Hilton at the
Entrance to Universal Orlando

_________________________

_________________________

Keep YOUR information up to date online– Log In TODAY! www.FALI.org

FALI Board of Directors 2018-2019

Area Directors
Executive Board
Rick Root
President
T: (954) 306-9040
rick@rickrootpi.com

Terry Roffler
Vice President
T: (813) 892-5966
roffler@att.net
Mark Lynn
Treasurer
T: (813) 373-4181

TAMPA BAY REGION
Citrus • Hernando • Hillsborough •
Manatee• Pasco• Pinellas• Polk• Sumter

AD: Matt Aubin

T: (813) 373-4181
reconagency@gmail.com

PANHANDLE REGION
Bay• Calhoun • Escambia • Franklin •
Gadsden• Gulf• Holmes• Jackson•
Jefferson• Leon• Liberty• Madison•
Okaloosa• Santa Rosa• Taylor• Wakulla•
Walton• Washington•

AD: Kelly Pennington
(407) 314-5650
ProbarInvestigations@gmail.com

FORT MYERS REGION
Lee• Charlotte• Collier• DeSoto•
Glades• Hendry

AD: Walt Zalisko

T: (855) 444-7448
globalpi@comcast.net

AD: Glenn Parker
T:(888) 601-7575

glenn@parker-investigations.com

mark@keckinvestigation.com

Diane Spinner
Secretary
T: (209) 329-5113
dianespinner@att.net

ORLANDO REGION
Brevard • Lake • Orange• Osceola•
Seminole• Sumter• Volusia•

JACKSONVILLE REGION
Alachua• Baker• Bradford• Clay•
Columbia• Dixie• Duval• Flagler•
Gilchrist• Hamilton• Lafayette• Levy•
Marion• Nassau• Putnam•
St. Johns• Suwannee • Union •

AD: Position Open

PALM BEACH REGION
Indian River• Martin• Okeechobee•
Palm Beach• Saint Lucie•

AD: Dennis Root

T: (772) 872-6048

dennis@dennisroot.com

BROWARD/DADE REGION
Broward • Dade • Monroe

AD: Richard Rastrelli
T: (954) 770-8460
Richard@rjrinvestigations.com
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