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SEND IN YOUR BALLOTS
Deadline to Mail 2015 Election Ballots is now!
We are anxiously counting the days until the
21st Annual FALI Conference. We would like
to remind every "Active Level" member to
make sure to return the ballot that was
mailed to you last month by the May 4th,
5p.m. deadline. If you don't, please bring it
with you to the Conference. This ensures
each members voice is heard, and counted,
during the annual elections.
Second reminder is to book your hotel!
Although the first tier $99 room block is sold
out, the Hilton still has our second tier $129
Coastline and Ocean View rooms available
as of this writing. This is still $30 - $50 less
then you will pay if you book it on your own.
From experience, staying in the host hotel
makes for a more fulfilling experience, plus
you won’t have far to go after a full day of
conferencing!
The conference schedule is now online.
With the caliber of speakers we have,
there’s been a lot of juggling of schedules
involved. There may be some changes prior
to the conference but in the meantime,
here is a brief overview.

Thursday, May 7th:

Pre-Conference with Jimmie Mesis

Annual RJM Golf Tournament

Annual Pistol Tournament

Welcome Reception
Friday, May 8th

Vendor Displays

Breakfast

Opening Ceremony

General Session

Lunch w/speakers

Afternoon Breakout with a choice of
two speakers and Afternoon General
Session

FALI General Member Meeting

Dom & Dom Party
Saturday, May 9th

Vendor Displays

Breakfast

Two Morning Breakout Sessions each
with a choice of two speakers

Lunch
w/Vendor
introductions,
scholarship awards, prize giveaways

Two Afternoon Breakout Sessions each
with a choice of two speakers

Authors Book Signings

Annual Awards Banquet with prize
giveaways

After Hours Party

Call for Articles
The FALI Forum Publication Committee is seeking articles for one of our upcoming issues of the FALI Forum. We invite
Private Investigators and support staff with experience in the following areas to submit an article; arson, asset checks, civil
investigations, criminal defense, due diligence, fraud, information brokers, missing persons, product liability, skip trace,
surveillance, workers compensation or any topic that may be of interest to your colleagues.
We publish an electronic edition of the FALI Forum every other month (bi-monthly). Please follow the editorial guidelines below
for FALI Forum submissions. These guidelines are designed to help you, the writer, understand what we accept and don’t
accept for inclusion in our article database.
Our GOAL is to provide a professional publication designed to convey the latest news of interest to FALI members and private
investigators. The FALI Editor reserves the right to refuse publication of any submission, at any time.

Editorial Guidelines for Submitting to the FALI Forum
a. MUST BE AN ORIGINAL ARTICLE THAT YOU WROTE. If you are submitting the article, lease submit the article as the
original author, i.e. meaning that you wrote 100% of the copy. We accept reprints with express author authorization.
b. MUST BE INFORMATIVE and share your unique expertise. Include tips, strategies, techniques, case-studies, analysis,
opinions and commentary in your article. Please make notable quotes separating facts and opinions as to not confuse the
reader. We do not accept articles that contain more than 5-lines of quoted or sourced material. Advertorials are not acceptable
c. MUST BE TIGHTLY WRITTEN articles; 750 to 1,500 words for feature articles; shorter articles of 350-750 words are great
for “filler space” and your Editor loves these types of submissions; and 120-300 words for news, press releases, etc.
d. AREA DIRECTORS—The FALI Forum is a great place for Area Directors to announce and recap the activities and/or
comments from your local area. Please remember to include location, speaker, topic and other news from your area.
e. OUR DEADLINE is the 10th of each month prior to issue, 15th is final deadline. Send your articles to: editor@fali.com
f. ISSUE SCHEDULE: Aug/Sept “Legislative/Back to School Issue” (Due July 10); Oct/Nov “General Issue” (Due Sept 10);
Dec/Jan “Holiday Issue” (Due Nov 10); Feb/Mar “FALI Business Issue” (Due Jan 10); Apr/May “Pre -Conference Issue” (Due
Mar 10); June/July “Post-Conference Issue” (Due May 10). (All topics are subject to change at any time without notice.)

Dos

Don’ts










● Don’t wait until last minute, Submit early!
● Don’t criticize
● Don’t write pep talks/personal messages
● Don’t write an over complicated article
● Don’t format using bold, italics
● Don’t send article in flatten scanned format
● Don’t get discouraged, try a brief article first
● Don’t forget to use spellcheck!

Do submit your article in a timely manner
Write about what you know and current issues
Format in single space lined, double between paragraphs
Use your spell checker & word count before you submit article
Submit name, contact info, brief bio of author or special code
Articles in Word document or PDF editable format preferred
If you have a photo, please submit a headshot only or related pic
Use simple grammar and, again spell check!

FALI will not publish hateful, harmful or defamatory content and reserves the right to refuse any material for publication. W e encourage submissions to
include a contact phone number, email address and a photo. FALI reserves the right to distribute material published via email , databases and to publish the
views of those who might disagree with you. FALI reserves the right to edit and correct submissions for factual accuracy and/or readability as required.

FALI 2014 Editorial Guidelines

updated 10.29.14
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FALI
&
News:

Board
Committee

Tim O’Rourke, CPS

ELECTION

president

COMMITTEE:

Active Members must send in
their Ballots by deadline to be
counted at the Annual Member
Business Meeting in Cocoa.
CONFERENCE:

The

21st

Annual FALI Conference will be
held May 7-9, 2015 at the Hilton
in Cocoa Beach, FL.

Register

now online at www.fali.org
LEGISLATIVE:

Contact

our

Dear Members:
We are just a few short weeks from what I think will be one of the finest conferences FALI has
ever put together.

Legislative Committee Chair, Rick
Kolodgy at CCI@TallahasseePI.com

MEMBERSHIP: FALI members
can

renew

membership

and

profile details online, 24/7. Visit
FALI.org, log in and create!

PUBLICATION: If you would like
to assist the FALI Editorial Team,
please contact FALI President.
LICENSE STATS (as of 12/31/14)
Private Investigator “C” 7,883
PI
Interns
“CC”:
1,577
PI
Agencies
“A”
2,778
PI Agency Branch “AA” 27
Statewide Firearm “G” 22,607

The quality of the speakers is without question one that rivals national conferences. But that
is not all, I’m excited because this is our 21st Anniversary and with that, we will be recognizing
many of our members with awards who have been FALI members for five, ten, fifteen and
twenty years. These are our milestone members who have stayed involved with FALI over the
years to assist us in our mission of protecting and promoting our profession.
This conference is back at the Hilton Cocoa Beach Oceanfront. For those of you who were
there in 2012 you will be amazed at the renovations. While the first tier block of $99.00 city
view rooms has sold out, in fact we have every one of these rooms, the coastline and ocean
view rooms are being offered to FALI Members for $129. per night. This is $30-$50 less then
you would pay otherwise. The deadline for this rate is April 15th. After that we can not
guarantee there will be any more rooms in our block, or what the rate will be.
Currently we are monitoring two bills in Tallahassee. One deals with the use of Drones and
the other the use of GPS units. Our legislative team will be working with our legislators all the
way up to the close of this year’s session.
Remember the rate for conference registration will increase after April 11th. Please register
now online at fall.org or via mail.
See you at the conference.

Tim O’Rourke
President

Next FALI BOARD MEETING:
Thursday, May 7, 2015 at
12:00pm to be held at the Cocoa
Beach Hilton Oceanfront
PIRSAC MEETING NOTICE:
Check for updates on Florida
Division of Licensing website.
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Tim O’Rourke

*SPECIAL PRE-CONFERENCE SEMINAR

President
T: (727) 463-3515
E: president@fali.org

John P “Jack” Belich
Vice President
T: (877) 724-9253
E: jbelich@jbelich.com

Terry Roffler
Secretary
T: (813) 892-5966
E: roffler@att.net

Heather Fredericks-Donnellan
Treasurer
T: (863) 603-7843
E: usarecoveryinc@hotmail.com

For the first time. . .
FREE to conference attendees who pay for the FULL conference
Thursday, MAY 7th
9:00AM - 5:00PM

RSVP Required
Online Registration: Select the Pre-Conference item under the
"Optional" section on the registration page
Printed Registration Form:
Write "PRECONF" next to the FALI Logo
Note: If you have already registered for the conference,
please email: admin@fali.org to RSVP.

Earn More and Grow Your PI Business
Are you earning $500-$1000 as a PI per day...everyday?
Why Not? Learn How!
Want to DOUBLE your income?
You can, and Jimmie Mesis will show you how!

FALI Area Directors (Pg. 23)
Tampa Bay: Wayne Taylor
Orlando: Ollie W. Phipps
Jacksonville: Kimberly Campbell
Tallahassee: Ric Field
Broward/Dade: Michael Cole
Palm Beach: Alan Moffatt
Fort Myers/Southwest: Walt Zalisko

FALI Committee Chairpersons:
Advisory Committee: All Past Presidents
Conference Committee: Tim O’Rourke
Elections Committee: Jack Belich
Legislative Committee: Rick Kolodgy
Scholarship Committee: Scott Kamp
Additional Committees/Support:
Administrative Support Amy O’Rourke
Membership Committee: ALL MEMBERS
Publication Committee: Kathryn McMillan
Vendor / Advertising: Tim O’Rourke

URL:

fali.org or fali.com

REGISTER TODAY!
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Mark Your Calendars for May 7-9, 2015
The 21st Annual Conference and Exhibits

FALI 2015
Check online at www.fali.org often for updates!
The Florida Association of Licensed Investigators (FALI) has a
long history of providing cutting edge education on the most
relevant topics of the day. The FALI 2015 Conference promises
to be the best opportunity in Florida to enhance your
knowledge, further your career, increase your earning
potential, and network during this event dedicated to
investigative professionals.
During the conference you will have the opportunity to meet
renowned keynote speakers. You can attend several tracks on
subjects that can provide you with information to take home
and apply to your business and skill set right away. If you like,
extend your time with our Pre-conference special events.

QUICK FACTS & INFORMATION:
Location:

Hilton Cocoa Beach Oceanfront
1550 N Atlantic Ave, Cocoa Beach, FL 32931
Reservations Tel: (321) 799-0003
Online Reservations Can be made via
conference webpage until sold out!
FALI Discount Group Code: FALI
$99. Room Rate, (does not include sales tax)
FREE Parking and Wi-Fi

Conference Fee FALI Members: $225 before April 11th
Conference Fee Non-Members: $275 before April 11th

The Conference falls on Mother's Day weekend.
Bring the family and make it a vacation.
The hotel is right on beautiful Cocoa Beach.

To get started you can reserve your room at the host hotel
and register for the conference online or by printing a
registration form and mailing it to us at FALI PO Box 2896,
Dunedin, FL 34697 or e-mail it to us at admin@fali.org.
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FALI 2015 Conference Speaker List
More Details Online

Jimmie Mesis
PI Magazine

Francie Koehler
PI’s Declassified

Paul Jaeb
American PI

Brandon Perron
Criminal Defense

E’lyn Bryan
Forensic Doc Examiner

Robert Wyman
Investigative Apps

John Hoda
Investigative Interviews

Christine E. Parsley
Undercover Alteration

Terry Cox

Bruce Anderson
Cyber Security

John Gaspar
Forensic Hypnosis

Steven Rambam
Privacy Issues

You can attend several
tracks on subjects
that can provide you with
information to take home
and apply to your
Dennis Root
Use of Force

Rory J. McMahon
Investigators Hotline

business and skill set.
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We Invite you to be a part of
FALI 2015 Conference & Exhibits



Company Description
Conference Program

Exhibit, Sponsor and/or Advertise to
get your business in front of
hundreds of Private Investigators
from Florida and beyond.



Company Description listed on FALI Conference
Website

See the FALI Exhibitors Application & Contract online.
What is included with Exhibit Booth Costs?


(8’ x 10’) booth space includes an 8’ draped table



Conference Registration for one (1) allotted Exhibit
booth person



Additional booth personnel can be added at Member
Discount



Complimentary ‘Post Conference’ Attendees List

listed

in

the

official

Exhibit Space:
Exhibit Booth Registration, and priority booth
assignments, are available to all returning exhibitors
from FALI's past Conference & Exhibition.
Exhibit booth space is assigned on a first-come, firstserved basis, as complete applications and payments are
received and processed. A confirmation e-mail, or phone
call, will be made once your register is received. On set
up day, a FALI Representative will be onsite to assist
with booth location. Additional personnel may be
registered directly with the hotel. Other furnishings,
electricity, internet needs, materials handling; and
reserve hotel rooms are the responsibility of the
exhibitor. More info email admin@fali.org

9

FALI Area Meeting Updates

What’s Happening in Your Area?

What You Missed!
FALI Area meetings offer members a chance to meet in person,
network, and learn a thing or two from the guest speakers that
the Area Directors (ADs) work hard to recruit to speak on topics
that are relevant to our members. Guests are always welcome.
Meetings are announced by the ADs through their area contact
lists, and posted on the FALI website. If you are not receiving
notifications of meetings, please send an email to both your AD
and admin@fali.org to make sure you are on the correct
notification list.

Northeast Florida Area - Jacksonville/St Augustine,
Kimberly Campbell, AD
Meetings are held the second Monday of the month alternating
between Jacksonville (Santioni's Italian Restaurant) and St.
Augustine. Since the St. Augustine group doesn’t mind round
table/socializing kind of meetings, until they can find a venue
with a separate meeting room, they will continue to hold those
meetings at the Mellow Mushroom. The Jacksonville meeting will
continue to have speakers. In February they welcomed Charles
Meacham who gave an excellent presentation on marine
investigations. He has handled assignments in 246 countries,
territories and possessions around the world.

Tampa Bay Area - Bill Todd, Acting AD
Meetings are held the last Tuesday of every month at T.G.I.Fs
on Fowler Avenue in North Tampa. These meetings pull
attendees from many of the counties within, and surrounding,
Tampa Bay. . .the January meeting was a “State of the Union
Address” by FALI President Tim O’Rourke. He spoke about
issues on which FALI is working and plans for the future. He
also showed members different parts of the website that they
might not access as much as they should. February welcomed
Mike Smoak, Supervisor, Tampa Office, Florida Division of
Licensing. He discussed different issues under 493 and
answered questions. March welcomed Major Michael Perotti,
Division Commander, Department of Corrections, Hillsborough
County Sheriff’s Office. He discussed PSI, The Tampa Bay
Public Private Partnership on Security and Intelligence

awareness in a ‘not-so-safe’ world. The March meeting was held
on St. Patrick’s Day. As a “benefit of membership,” area director
Alan Moffatt treated PAID FALI members to dinner. D. Robin
Barker did a presentation on the capabilities of drones in the
investigative business.

Southeast Florida/Broward-Dade Area Michael Cole, AD
Meetings are held at the Marriott Courtyard in Dania Beach off of
I-95. The Tri-Rail stops by the main entrance making it perfect
for people coming from the north or south. In February, Attorney
Israel Reyes spoke about the proper way to conduct
investigation. In March Wally Philbrick spoke about “Personal
Protection and Bodyguard techniques.”

Southwest Florida/Fort Myers Area Walt Zalisko, AD
Meetings are held at the Embassy Suites hotel in Estero. In
February Lt. John Greene from the Lee County Sheriff’s
Department, and the US Marshalls Florida Regional Fugitive
Task Force discussed what his office does, how it locates
fugitives and or family members, and other related issues.

Tallahassee/Pan Handle Area Ric Feld, AD and Jerry Bloechle
The newly formed Pensacola sub group met at Grover T’s BBQ
in Milton in February, and will be meeting again on April 30th.
Contact Jerry Bloechle for more details:
Email:
knowmorepi@gmail.com, or Phone: 850-450-5719

Orlando Area - Ollie Phipps, AD
Meetings are held the last Tuesday of the month. The group is
now meeting at Miller’s Ale House. They have a dedicated room
with overstuffed chairs and an excellent food and drink menu
January welcomed Investigator Paul Michelson, with the
Seminole County Sheriff's Office who spoke about the Seminole
Financial Crimes Task Force. February welcomed Robert M.
“Bob” Jenkins who spoke on the benefits of Voice Stress
Analysis to private sector investigators in the conduct of their
cases.

Palm Beach Area - Alan Moffatt, AD
Meetings are held the 3rd Tuesday of the month at the Tall
Tales Restaurant located within the Gander Mountain store in
Palm Beach Gardens. In January they welcomed Use of Force
Expert, Dennis Root, who spoke about, “Timelines. . Proving
Your Case With Time.” In February, Christine Parsley presented
her “Lady Beware” program sharing techniques on safety and

ARE YOU A PUBLISHED
AUTHOR?
FALI Editor accepts submissions for consideration

FEATURE ARTICLES: 750-1,500 words
FILLER ARTICLES: 350-750 words
Read Full Guidelines on Page 2

Submit to: Editor@fali.org
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FALI Board of Directors 2014-2015
Executive Board
Tim O’Rourke
President
T: (727) 463-3515
president@fali.org
John P “Jack” Belich
Vice President
T: (877) 724-9253
jbelich@jbelich.com
Terry Roffler
Secretary )
T: (813) 892-5966
roffler@att.net
Heather Fredericks
Treasurer
T: (863) 603-7843
usarecoveryinc@hotmail.com

Area Directors
TAMPA BAY REGION

Includes:
Citrus • Hernando • Hillsborough •
Manatee• Pasco• Pinellas• Polk• Sumter

Area Director:
Wayne Taylor
T: (813) 658-3373
wtaylor@eks-security.com

ORLANDO REGION













Includes:
Brevard • Lake • Orange• Osceola•
Seminole• Sumter• Volusia•

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Tampa Region
Tallahassee Region
Jacksonville Region
Orlando Region
Fort Myers Region
Palm Beach Region
Broward/Dade Region

Area Director:
Oliver “Ollie” Phipps
T: (407) 273-6646
Ollie@averyprivateeye.com

FORT MYERS REGION

Includes:
Charlotte• Collier• DeSoto• Glades•
Hardee• Hendry• Highlands• Lee•

TALLAHASSEE REGION

Includes:
Bay• Calhoun • Escambia • Franklin •
Gadsden• Gulf• Holmes• Jackson•
Jefferson• Leon• Liberty• Madison•
Okaloosa• Santa Rosa• Taylor•
Wakulla• Walton• Washington•

Area Director:
Ric Field
T:850 807-7100
Ric@RicField.com

JACKSONVILLE REGION

Includes:
Alachua• Baker• Bradford• Clay•
Columbia• Dixie• Duval• Flagler•
Gilchrist• Hamilton• Lafayette• Levy•
Marion• Nassau• Putnam• St. Johns•
Suwannee • Union •

Area Director:
Kimberly Campbell
T: (904) 230-1331
Kimberly@crosspi.com

Area Director:
Walt Zalisko
T: (855) 444-7448
globalpi@comcast.net

PALM BEACH REGION

Includes:
Indian River• Martin• Okeechobee•
Palm Beach• Saint Lucie•

Area Director:
Alan Moffatt
T: (561) 348-4387
alanmoffatt@themoffattgroup.com
BROWARD/DADE REGION
Includes:
Broward • Dade • Monroe

Area Director:
Michael Cole
T: (305) 308-7008
mrc0043@comcast.net

Affiliated Association Conferences & Industry Meetings
The National Council of Investigation
and Security Services (NCISS) invites you

to the Annual Hit The Hill Campaign in
Washington DC April 12 through 15, 2015.
Accommodations are at the Hotel Monaco
Alexandria, 480 King Street, Alexandria,
VA. More info: www.nciss.org
Texas Association of Licensed
Investigators (TALI) is holding their
2015 Annual Conference at the San
Antonio Wyndham Riverwalk Hotel,
August 24-27 www.tali.org

Florida Sunshine Week was in
March and if you don’t know
what that means, education is
key! Proposals relating to the
Sunshine Law were “under siege”
as reported in The Ledger. Your membership in the First
Amendment Foundation can help you stay ahead of changes in
the open records law. Get updates, legislative reviews, free
resources and more by visiting online www.floridafaf.org

California Association of Licensed
Investigator (CALI) is holding their 2015
Annual Conference at the Reno Nevada
Peppermill Resort Spa Casino, June 4-6.
www.cali-pi.org
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Digital Forensic Best Practices for the
Acquisition & Storage of SD Card Data
As investigators we are frequently interfacing with
SD cards from GPS devices, Mobile Phones,
Digital Cameras, handheld computers, and audio
players.

Feature Submission

Most of the time this is for the purpose of
obtaining and forensically examining these SD
cards for evidence from someone else’s device.
What should we be doing with evidence we are
obtaining for our clients on our own devices?
What about data we obtain on our own video
recorders, gps devices, or, digital cameras that we
are documenting a case for one of our clients?
How do you handle that data, store that data, and
then address the SD card that you utilized on your
next case? That is what I would like to discuss
with you from an expert witness point of view to
assist you in strengthening your evidence
gathering, reporting and testimony.
Recording Of Data – When you are hired to
investigate a case and need to record data on an
SD Card what steps do you take?
1. Do you utilize a fresh or sterilized SD card?
2. Do you co-mingle different cases on the same
SD card?
3. Does data ever overwrite other data on your
SD card?
Best Practices - Below are some of the best
practices related to recording of data on an SD
card.
A. It would be our recommendations that you
always use a different sterilized or new SD
card on every case that you investigate where
that data might need to be used in testimony
for your case. The reason for this is you are
not co‐mingling cases and can account for
every byte of evidence on that card, that it
wasn’t doctored, changed, altered or over
written.

B. Make sure that you
document the SD card as to type, size, and
any other identifying information that you
may have on the card on your chain of
evidence document. That way when asked in a
court of law you can be very specific about
what card you used and how you preserved
the data.
Transferring of Data – When it becomes time
to transfer and save the data what steps do you
take?
1. Do you transfer the data utilizing USB write
protector to connect your SD card reader to?
2. Do you transfer the data to a safe place to
protect the integrity of that data and to protect
against any privacy breaches of that data?
3. Do you document that transfer in your chain
of custody document of moving data from one
place to another?
Best Practices – Below are best practices of
transferring your data from your SD Card.
A. Consider buying- a USB write protector like a
WiebeTech USB write-block protector this
allows your data to be cleanly transferred with
out any alterations to the SD Card.
B. Transfer the Data if Possible to a CD/DVD
disk and store the disk in a safe place.
C. If the Data is too large transfer the Data to a
Secure Encrypted Drive to protect the data
from Privacy Breaches.
D. Consider keeping a backup of the- data on a
Secure Encrypted External Drive as a backup
to the originals.
E. Document as part of your chain of evidence
where the files were stored and the process
you used.
(Continued on page 13)
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(Continued from page 12)

Wiping of Data – After you have transferred the Data
off of a SD Card and have stored properly what steps do
you take?
1. Do you wipe the SD card according to DOD 5220‐
22.M Standards?
2. Do you document the time and date that you wiped
the particular SD Card, how you did it and to what
standards?
Best Practices – Below are some best practices related
to wiping of an SD Card.
A. Download and Install Free Software from
www.diskwipe.org. This software uses DOD 5220‐
22.M Standards as well as some other recognized
wiping standards.
B. Keep a Log of your SD Card, When you transfer data
off of it, when you wipe it, what tools used and what
standards used.
_______________________________________
Best Practices submitted by Bruce Anderson CFDE,
LPT,ECSA,C EH who can be reached at
www.cyberinvestigationservices.com or (813) 315-8484

Reference: WiebeTech USD Write-block
h tt p:/ / ww w.c r u- inc .c om /p r od uc t s/ w ieb et ech /
usb_writeblocker/
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Legislative Committee Activities for Investigations
& Security from Lobbyit
The NCISS Legislative Advocacy Hub is monitoring state legislative activity for
member state associations! (On the map, white are active legislative sessions,
blue are not in session)

The following is a synopsis of Lobbyit activities on behalf of NCISS and
our members. Please check the NCISS Alert Archives at http://
conta.cc/ZoQsTl and select the appropriate newsletter for complete
details.
State Legislative Tracking
Lobbyit has set up NCISS's "state-level" tracking, continues to identify
hundreds of bills in 30 active states. The most important, by state, are
below. To view bills impacting private investigators, private patrol operators, or security guards in your state, go to www.NCISS.org to the
Advocacy Hub (direct link - http://goo.gl/QSCcgc) You can search alphabetically by State or click on your state on the United States map
provided at the top of the page (current example above). If your state is
not listed, it means that either your state was either not in session or
there were no bills introduced that met our search parameters. If you
know of a bill in your state that we need to become aware, please contact your Regional Director.
To be both effective and current, NCISS and Lobbyit need suggestions
for legislative and regulatory keywords to track activities at the state
and federal levels. Please contact your Regional Director to provide
these keywords.
December 2014
In the closing weeks of the 113th Congress, Lobbyit conducted meetings
with Senate Judiciary and Commerce Committee staff, and House Energy and Commerce counsel to discuss potential end-of-year legislative
packages, focusing on drones, information privacy, labor and background investigation legislation.

For instance, top
items for
House Energy and Commerce include:
•21st Century Cures Initiative: The committee plans to
come out of the gate quickly
in 2015 with a discussion
draft of proposals related to the discovery, development, and delivery of
treatments and cutting edge medical cures.
•Building the Architecture of Abundance: The Energy and Power Subcommittee will examine the physical and regulatory infrastructure necessary to take full advantage of our emerging energy abundance.
•Communications Act Update: The Communications and Technology
Subcommittee has already set the stage for an update to the Communications Act - a law written in the telegraph era and last updated when
Palm Pilots were at the cutting edge.
•Protecting Consumers and Commerce in the Internet Age: The Commerce, Manufacturing, and Trade Subcommittee manages the modern
manifestation of the committee's historic role overseeing interstate and
foreign commerce. Today, that commerce increasingly occurs in cyberspace, which is why the committee and the CMT subcommittee in particular will be focused on data security and the implications of cyber
threats to American commerce.
•Patient-Centered Health Care Reform and Smart Environmental Regulation.
Federal data breach legislation is expected to pre-empt existing state
laws and establish one federal data breach notification standard. In
addition, the legislation is expected to establish a federal data security
standard that is technology-neutral.
Questions to be considered:

Lobbyit also attended a House Transportation Committee hearing on
•
What are the key elements of a Federal data security and
drone regulation, and composed several legislative and regulatory alerts
breach notification bill?
and updates on drone-related activity in the Senate and the Executive
Branch, as well as a final NLRB rule on "ambush" elections.
•
What are important components of a trigger for notifying consumers after a breach?
January 2015
The month of January saw the inauguration of the 114th Congress, commencing business with a strengthened GOP majority in the House, and
a new GOP majority in the Senate. Lobbyit met with staff from House
Energy and Commerce, Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions,
and Senate Commerce to discuss their agendas for the 114th Congress
relative to drone legislation, information privacy, and data privacy/
management. On January 27, Lobbyit also attended the first hearing of
the year in the House Energy & Commerce Subcommittee on Commerce, Manufacturing and Trade entitled, "What are the Elements of
Sound Data Breach Legislation?".

•

When should companies notify consumers after a breach?

•

What factors go into that decision?

•
Does including a data security requirement in this bill add
value for consumers and businesses navigating the current patchwork
of State laws?
•
fraud?


What elements of a breach notification bill are most critical to reduce the complexity associated with the existing 47 different State
laws?



What can be done to protect against customer over notification?

The 114th Congress
The 114th Congress is already shaping up to be a busy one, with the
various committees of jurisdiction working on establishing aggressive
legislative agendas. While final agendas have yet to be cemented, we
received a fair idea of the main issues to be addressed.

What types of information lead to identity theft? Financial

Please contact your NCISS Legislative Committee Chairs: Francie Koehler at
francie@nciss.org or Brad.Duffy@permarsecurity.com
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Advantages of Social Media Sites
Investigators need to be innovative when it
comes to discovering information that might
help a client. The norm might be to head
straight for a pay data base to find criminal
behavior on the other party in a court case. We
have to keep our eyes and ears open all of the
time and learn to think and work outside of that
mundane box. The discovery of pertinent information can
come from many different sources.
For instance, checking for Twitter, LinkedIn, Word press or
Facebook accounts are simple places to start. Facebook, as
annoying as it can be for many reasons might become an
investigators best friend, especially when the client or
opposition is a teen-ager or someone in their early twenties.
Some of us can remember back when we were a bit younger
and we lacked discretion and our emotional outbursts were
not to be contained under any circumstances. No matter
which generation, teen-agers have always known everything
and rarely cared how they acted, good, bad or indifferent.
When you start your reading marathon on Facebook, you
must go at it with patience and fortitude, the information
won’t pop out of a post yelling here I am. You also must
follow through until you find something that could possibly
be helpful in your case. We had a case where the opposition
was a teenager who didn’t delete arguments on Facebook,
and certainly did not know how to contain themselves with
their posts, even while some of their “friends” were
encouraging them not to post certain things.
After looking through a few years of posts, hidden deep
within several comments, don’t forget to expand all of the
comments, we found some good information for us to follow
through on. Yes, it took time, and yes, it was a matter of
checking out numerous other profiles on Facebook before all
of the pieces fit, but the information finally came together.
Think of it as the opposite of working a jigsaw puzzle.
Instead of working the outer edges and moving inward, you
start with that middle piece and work outward, then you find
the pieces that meet and you put it all together.
You cannot rely on a simple gander at a few posts…you must
read and decipher through a lot of muddled words until you
uncover the key words that may help the pieces of
information fall into place. If you keep looking, you just
never know what you might find, and in this particular case,

it was a Eureka moment. Due to a silly
argument between so called Facebook “friends”
we found that the accuser was actually accusing
someone else of the same crime they had
accused the client of committing.
It didn’t stop there, the next step was to call the
state and county court where this other accusation had taken
place. With the correct paperwork and explanation of what
we were needing to find, the other court was willing to help
out with the information. There was one more key question
for the county clerk before ending the call, and that was - did
the accused have any filings – Lo and Behold, this person
indeed recently had another case of alleging sexual assault,
but as a minor, which was dismissed dismissed just prior to
the case first found. Interestingly the accuser’s charges were
similar to the charges they were alleging in our current case.
And here belongs a fitting quote by Sir Walter Scott…”Oh!
What a tangled web we weave, when first we practice to
deceive”.
This doesn’t mean the case will change, but there is more of
a possibility that there might be some changes now versus
before taking the time to do all of those searches on
Facebook. Also, as a heads up, do not ask any of the
witnesses involved in a case if they have a Facebook account.
Find out for yourself, you do not want to tip off anyone that
you might be reading through their posts, some people do
know how to delete messages, and then you would need a
court order. If you can get the information you need without
a court order, then all the better. Enjoy the search!
Article written by Karen S. Beers, BSW, CCDI of Cheyenne WY is a
Legal Investigator / Subject Matter Expert Consultant (national),
Board Certified Criminal Defense Investigators, Certified in
Medicolegal Death Investigations / former Deputy Coroners and
operates Associates in Forensic Investigations, LLC.

***ADVERTISE***

Your Business
Place Your Card

HERE!
Rates from $65/month
Email: Admin@fali.org
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LISTSERV TIPS
“NEW WAY TO REPLY”
If you are not a part of the FALI Listserv you
are missing a great networking opportunity.
While participation is a member benefit, it is not
automatic. You do have to sign up through
Yahoo Groups. You can find a link on the FALI
website homepage. For those who are already
participating we recently made a small change
to the reply feature.

When you click reply you will now see both the
"Falimembers" email and the email address for
the person who last posted. If your response is
one that is more appropriate for just that
individual person, please delete the group email.
This will help cut down not the number of
emails members receive.
Questions? Contact Admin@fali.org

Call for Applicants for Annual FALI Educational Scholarships
Since its inception, FALI has
been supportive of education
of those already in the field,
as well as those who are
preparing for a career in the
field. As such, on a yearly basis, FALI provides
educational scholarships to those who exhibit academic
excellence, in a degree program focusing on, or
complimenting, the private investigative profession.
AMOUNT OF SCHOLARSHIP
On a yearly basis, FALI awards Two (2) $500.00
scholarships to two students to be used toward tuition
and books. The Scholarships are awarded to the
recipients during FALI's annual conference in May.
SCHOLARSHIP FUNDING
At FALI's annual conference, participants have the
chance to win many fabulous prizes. The proceeds from
the ticket sales go 100% to funding the FALI
Scholarships.

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS
In order to apply for the scholarship applicants must meet
the following criteria:


Full time student, registered for the year of the
scholarship, in a degree program focusing on, or
complimenting the private investigation profession.

(Criminal
Justice,
Legal
Investigations,
Investigations, Legal Studies, Paralegal, etc.)

Private



Minimum 3.0 Grade Point Average



Good Attendance Record



Proof of Community Service



Be of high moral and ethical standard



Florida resident for at least one year, and a US citizen

The deadline for the 2015 Scholarship is Monday, April
13th. The application can be found at this link: http://
www.fali.org/?page=Scholarship
17
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Member Perspective:

Aerial Video & Photography in the 21st Century

The sound overhead was different,
and not loud. The passersby on
sidewalks failed to take notice, but a
couple of hundred feet above them
was a small Unmanned Aerial
Vehicle (UAV/drone) being remotely
piloted by a licensed investigator.
The mission was to ascertain
evidence within a walled compound
that could not be breached or bypassed, and could only
be seen from above. As the operator maneuvered the
UAV to the optimum altitude to deter detection, yet
afford clear and unfettered video evidence collection,
the UAV began to accomplish quite specialized and
invaluable tasks that just a couple of years ago would
have seemed nearly impossible for licensed private
investigators to accomplish for their clients seeking vital
case evidence. Upon concluding this mission, quite
steady, clear and magnified images were now in the
possession of the investigator, and thus would be
maintained as evidence to support the investigation’s
case at a cost that is reasonable indeed.
Truly one of the most universally frustrating elements
to any search for ‘evidence revealing truth’ is barred
entry to ‘private’ commercial property or a residential
community due to walls, fences, gatehouses, etc., which
certainly prohibit one from viewing and videoing sought
after evidence; that may be in plain view but then yet
only from ‘above.’ With the advent of UAVs being used
by many individuals recreationally, or for professional
and business applications, we are on the cusp of seeing
them as invaluable tools for: the collection of crucial
evidence at accident and crime scenes; the recovery/
discovery of property; challenging testimony in the
course of criminal defense, and civil litigations; and
meeting other investigations’ special needs.
In the practice of civil law, auto accidents are of major
concern, for contributing factors to the incident may
change or be altered shortly after the incident. In such
cases one need only ponder the value of having the
ability of calling upon a specialized investigations firm
that can perform a thorough overview flight of the scene

to record every detailed facet of same
from above!
Objectively, one must adhere to the
thesis that this is a specialized
technology that is on the cusp of
widespread use by attorneys seeking
crucial facts and evidence, but then
encounter obstacles to their quest(s)
for particular cases. There can be no debate that walls,
fences and guards can make a case seem like it is taking
a turn for the worse.
However, now this new
technology enables investigators facing those barriers
the ability to overcome them!
Not all of us are technical wizards, yet we certainly do
have access to the many apparently highly skilled
specialized investigators and agency managers who can
provide very technical and sophisticated equipment for
specific case requirements when such assets are
necessary. No doubt, the advent of the UAV in the
search for crucial yet hard to come by evidence in the
legal profession, and private investigations field, is
going to add to the arsenal of unique equipment to help
accomplish missions for even the most difficult of cases.
When a law firm can call upon a professional licensed
investigator for this type of innovative and specialized
technology the results can, and have, provided
welcomed cost effective successes; where otherwise a
legal case might literally be up against a brick wall!
About the author: D. Robin Barker began his investigative in
1976 and has been a licensed private investigator since 1998.
Recently Mr. Barker became interested in new surveillance
technology and joined The View Catcher (A1500006) as the agency
manager. He can be reached at 772-919-2027

Editor’s Note: This article is published as a Member Point of
View. The use of “Drones” (or Unmanned Aerial Vehicles) is
currently being considered in both the Florida House of
Representatives and Florida State Senate. Please view the
current status of the following bills for updated legal use and
other information: SB 1178: Drone Surveillance, CS/SB 766:
Surveillance by a Drone, CS/CS/HB 649 - Surveillance by a
Drone, HB 979 - Drone Surveillance.
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FORUM

Editor’s Café
**NEXT!**

Publication Committee:

Kathryn McMillan
Editor
T: (386) 761-5540
E: editor@fali.com



Got Comments?



Got Corrections?



Got News?



Got Suggestions?

Submission Guidelines
Read Page 2
Newsletter Team:
Kathryn McMillan (Editor)
Amy O’Rourke (Admin)
NEW EDITORIAL TEAM
COMING IN MAY!

This issue is chock full of details about our upcoming 21st Annual
Conference. If you haven’t heard about it then you’ve been living under a
rock! It is a huge milestone for us and I’m actually really excited this year.
Another milestone is my 3 1/2 year anniversary as your Editor-in-Chief! If
you read this column last issue, you know I announced I am stepping
down, furthermore offering you—my fellow members- the opportunity to take our newsletter to
the next level! Thanks to everyone who expressed an interest, although I would love to
announce the new Editor, I’ll actually leave that up to the President to do during the conference.
I want to thank every author who’s submitted articles during my two stints here in FALI-land. You
made my job easier with your contributions. I have suggested to the board to upgrade the Forum
to a digital magazine format instead of just a PDF download. I trust in the incoming talent and
team to make this a great newsletter –one FALI can be very proud of moving forward.
Yes folks, my time has expired, but I leave with one very important gift that volunteerism brings the virtue of leadership. Before I bid farewell, I’d like to make one final shameless plug in print: I
am a licensed Private Investigator. I was trained by retired NARC/LEOs from 2001-2007 out
“west” where cases were won by combining old school gumshoe with innovative techniques. I
specialize as an undercover operative and video surveillance technician. I will travel anywhere to
help you but I mostly serve the greater Daytona Beach (Volusia) and Crystal River (Citrus/Levy)
areas. If you need a professional video, I can help with that too as I’ve been a director of
photography and video producer since 1992. Call my office at Evidence Video Investigations,
Inc. (#A2400305) at 386-761-5540 or email me evidencevideo@gmail.com. NEXT!

FALI Editorial Team
NEEDS YOU!
Apply to: President@fali.org

Full Page
(7.5” x 10.”)

$425/issue

Advertising Pages Sizes for
FALI Forum Newsletter

e
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t
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Adv
Here!

Half Page
(7.5” x 4.75”)
$275/issue
s
ines
Bus
d
Car

Standard

Email:
President@FALI.org

$65

1/4 Page
(3.5” x
4.75”)

$175

*Rate x6 issues
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IS YOUR ONLINE/MEMBERSHIP FALI PROFILE UP-TO-DATE ???

NOTES
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
FALI Conference May 7-9, 2015
Keep YOUR information up to date online– Log In TODAY! www.FALI.org

Florida Association of Licensed Investigators
Post Office Box 2896
Dunedin, FL 34697
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