DATE:

August 29, 2018

TO:

Honorable Members, California State Assembly

FROM:

Disaster Readiness for Safer Communities (DRiSC)

Re:

Proposed Conference Report No. 1 (08/28/2018)
on Senate Bill 901 (Dodd)

Position: SUPPORT
The D-RiSC coalition, a group comprising fire service leaders from labor and management as well as municipal
government associations, urges strong support for the Proposed Conference Report No. 1 (08/28/2018) on
Senate Bill 901 (Dodd).
Specifically, our organizations support the conference committee’s recommendations on the following:
•

•
•

The necessity to expand the previously-approved Budget Act of 2018 allocation to the Office of
Emergency Services under Schedule (2) to fund the pre-positioning of local fire resources ahead of
climate-driven events as a proactive measure to keep wildfires fires as small as possible, save lives
and protect property.
The requirement that utilities invest in comprehensive fire prevention, risk mitigation and planning
efforts focused on keeping these catastrophic fires from starting in the first place.
The requirement that electric utilities collaborate in their efforts on fire safety, prevention,
mitigation or maintenance services with local public agency fire departments having jurisdiction and
prioritize the use of firefighters for emergency response and fire suppression employed by the State
and local public agencies.

As you know, California is on course for the most devastating year on record for wildfire destruction, and we
are only now entering peak wildfire season. So far this year, local fire agencies have deployed thousands of
firefighters and hundreds of fire engines, as well as emergency dispatchers and other resources through the
Mutual Aid System, to help combat dozens of wildfires in CAL FIRE and U.S. Forest Service responsibility
areas. The increased investment in California’s Mutual Aid System and other recommendations of the
conference committee will help reduce risk and improve safety for our communities and first responders.
We urge your “aye” vote on SB 901.
If we can be of further service on this or other related issues, please do not hesitate to reach out at any time.
Respectfully submitted on behalf of the DRiSC Coalition,

DRiSC Chairperson
President, California Fire Chiefs Association
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