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California-Nevada Tahoe Basin Fire
Commission Presents Report
Governor Arnold
Schwarzenegger and

Nevada
Governor Jim Gibbons joined
U.S. Senator Dianne Feinstein
in South Lake Tahoe on
May 27, 2008 to receive the
California-Nevada Tahoe
Basin Fire Commission’s final
report. The governors issued
state-specific proclamations
outlining actions each state
will take. As part of California’s proclamation, Gov.
Schwarzenegger declared a State of Emergency in Placer
and El Dorado counties, so the state can immediately
take action to make the Tahoe Basin safer and better
prepared for future wildfires.
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“Last year’s Angora Fire gave us a painful reminder of the
challenges we face in this vulnerable region,” said Gov.
Schwarzenegger. “That’s why Governor Gibbons and I
formed the California-Nevada Tahoe Basin Fire Commission
and made sure every local voice would be heard.”
The California-Nevada Tahoe Basin Fire Commission
was established by both governors following the June
2007 Angora Fire to review all regional, state and
federal fire rules and regulations and to study user-

friendly wildfire prevention approaches with the
goal of reducing the region’s fire vulnerability. The
advisory panel was comprised of 17 voting members
representing each state’s stake in the management
of lands and fire fuels within the Tahoe Basin,
including representatives from state agencies, fire
officials, public members from the Lake Tahoe
community and a representative of the U.S. Forest
Service.
In addition to declaring a State of Emergency
in Placer and El Dorado counties, Gov.
Schwarzenegger’s Proclamation:
•Directs the California Department of Forestry and
Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) to conduct vigorous
defensible space inspections, provide public
education about defensible space and impose fines
or liens if appropriate.
•Directs CAL FIRE to staff additional fire engines
and other firefighting resources in the area as
conditions dictate.
•Directs state agencies involved with fire fuels
management activities in the Lake Tahoe Basin to
develop plans for biomass utilization.
continued on page 3
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This is the first issue of the FDAC Report since our Annual
Conference and Legislative Days in April. If you weren’t lucky
enough to attend the conference, held at the Embassy Suites
South Lake Tahoe, you missed a great event! We had one of our
highest attendances this year, with over 130 fire chiefs and board
members from throughout California. Everyone at the event was
interactive, involved and engaged!
The same can be said for our FDAC/CalChiefs Legislative Days, held near the end
of April. Nearly 100 attendees were there to be updated by Legislative Advocate
Ralph Heim and to go across the street and meet with our state legislators. Governor
Schwarzenegger was also there, to address the attendees on the state of the State’s
budget crisis.
Following our Legislative Days, the new FDAC Legislative Committee has met
several times to strategize on how best to represent you, our members, in the State
Capitol. We will continue to monitor all bills of importance to the fire service a
whole and fire protection districts specifically (SB1500 and SB1617, for example),
and will keep you updated on the trends and outcomes.
I’d like to take this opportunity to wish you all good luck on what promises to be another significant fire season. Do all you can to be prepared! Situational Awareness!!
And my favorite mantra….“Know Your Job….Do Your Job”!!!
Looking forward to next year’s conference and seeing every one of you in San Diego.

California-Nevada Tahoe Basin Fire
(Continued from page 1)
•Urges the Tahoe Regional Planning Agency, the California
Air Resources Board and the Lahontan Regional Water
Quality Control Board to adopt the Commission’s
recommendations.
Following the Angora Fire in June 2007, Governors
Schwarzenegger and Gibbons signed a memorandum of
understanding (MOU) establishing the California-Nevada
Tahoe Basin Fire Commission. The MOU created an
advisory panel of 17 voting members representing each
state’s stake in the management of lands and fire fuels
within the Tahoe Basin, including representatives from state
agencies, fire officials, public members from the Lake Tahoe
community and a representative of the U.S. Forest Service,
which manages approximately 90 percent of land in the
Tahoe Basin and the area where the Angora Fire started.
The Fire Commission performed a comprehensive
review of the laws, policies and practices that affect the
vulnerability of the Tahoe Basin to wildfires. They also
studied user-friendly approaches to reducing the threat of
wildfires while protecting the environment. The governors
directed the Fire Commission to submit a report of
findings and recommendations to them by March 21,
2008. To view the full report, go to http://resources.ca.gov/
TahoeFireCommission/ .

FDAC Education
Certificate of Achievement Program

November 6-7, 2008
Howe Community Center — Sacramento

Annual Conference
Save the Dates!

April 16-18, 2009

Doubletree San Diego — Mission Valley

Register online! www.fdac.org

Do you have a story to share?
Is your fire district doing something unique? Whether it’s
a great new program or how you managed a complex issue,
we want to hear about it. The FDAC Report is distributed
to members statewide and fire districts located throughout California — from Siskiyou to San Diego. If you
have news to share, contact Copy Editor Melissa Dixon,
mdixon@fdac.org.

FASIS

Your Workers’ Compensation Solution
The Fire Districts Association of California – Fire Association
Self-Insurance System (FASIS) is a governmental joint powers
authority that has been serving the workers’ compensation needs for
Fire Districts since 1984. FASIS was established for the purpose of
self-insuring its workers’ compensation coverage and establishing a
cost-effective and comprehensive workers’ compensation program.
FASIS provides a long-term alternative to the roller coaster ride inherent
to the California commercial workers’ compensation insurance market.
Our program is designed to stabilize workers’ compensation costs
and provide long-term financial advantage by:
• Having a large membership (currently over 220 members)
creates a greater spread of risk
• Providing comprehensive risk control services aimed
at assisting members in identifying loss exposures and
implementing the appropriate loss control programs
• Funding conservatively to cover losses that do arise
• Maintaining effective and efficient claims administration once
claims occur
For more information contact:
FASIS
Bickmore Risk Services
1831 K Street, Sacramento, CA 95811
Telephone - 800.541.4591 / FAX - 916.244.1198 /
Website - www.fasisjpa.org
Brian Kelley, Program Director, Ext. 1127, BKelley@BRSrisk.com



smoke detectors, 604
batteries and inspected
more than 6,300 homes
since its launch in February
2007. Astonishingly, they
discovered 2,000 homes
in Fresno County without
working smoke detectors.

Smoke Detectors Saving
Lives in Fresno County
The Fresno County Fire

telling people her story.

Protection District is making
tremendous strides in

achieving its goal of installing
a smoke detector in every
Fresno home to save more
lives. The Early Detection
Program was established in
response to a 2007 tragedy
when two young girls lost
their lives in a house fire
in Calwa near Fresno. The
house was not equipped with
working smoke detectors.
Following the tragic death
of her two daughters, Sylvia
Escalante partnered with
firefighters and volunteers
to begin a door-to-door
campaign to install free
smoke detectors in homes
throughout Fresno County.
She is well known as the
program’s biggest supporter,
attending every event and


The ABC television affiliate,
KFSN, donated $10,000 to
the Early Detection Program
through the reality television
series Oprah’s Big Give. On
April 19, 2008, the Fresno
County FPD and a throng
of volunteers traveled to four
Fresno County communities
– Huron, Parlier, Easton and
Tranquility – knocking on
doors and installing smoke
detectors in homes without
them. Rayovac donated
4,272 batteries to the cause,
while Kidde discounted the
price of each smoke detector.
“We usually cover one
community in one day,”
said Amy Knight, director
of Fresno County FPD.
“This time, we covered four

communities in one day. It
was quite a big push.”
Knight said they break into
teams with one firefighter on
each team. They make sure
smoke detectors are located
in all the proper places in
the homes and are working
correctly. They check the
batteries and replace them if
needed. In addition, one year
after they visit a community,
the firefighters mail postcards
to remind residents to
change their smoke detectors’
batteries.
Fire Captain Michael
Bowman, who is the driving
force behind the Early
Detection Program, said
the program has received
more than $19,500 in
donations, installed 1,227

“It’s been incredible,” said
Bowman. “We’ve had a
couple of fires in homes
where we installed smoke
detectors a year ago, and
the occupants were able to
get out safely and property
damage was reduced because
of early detection.”
Raising money for the
program is the tough part.
Bowman meets with local
community groups and
partners regularly in order to
drum up support and funds.
Yet, it’s working. Local
news media has followed
the program from the very
beginning, and several fire
departments in California, as
well as on the east coast, have
contacted Bowman for more
information on how the
program works.
On the legislative front,
Assembly Member Juan
Arambula (D-Fresno)
authored legislation, AB
1812, that will establish
a tax return check-off for
Californians to voluntarily
give funds to local fire
departments for fire alarm
safety programs. The funds
generated by the tax checkoff will help firefighters
provide functional smoke
detectors to low-income

Smoke Detectors
(Continued from page 4)
families in their communities. AB 1812 already has been
approved unanimously by the Assembly Revenue and
Taxation Committee.
“The Early Detection Program is a shining example of
the type of programs that will be funded through the
passage of AB 1812,” said Assembly Member Arambula
in a press release. “I commend the Fresno County Fire
Protection District for taking the initiative to create a
program that is effective and saves lives. It is my hope
that this bill will allow the program to grow and will
create more Early Detection Programs across the state.”
For more information about Fresno County FPD’s Early
Detection Program, contact the project coordinator,
Fire Captain Michael Bowman, at 559-485-7500 x
124 or visit http://www.fresnocountyfire.net/ and click
on Oprah’s Big Give on the Early Detection Program
section.
Did you know?

• Eighty-two percent of all fire deaths occur in the
home.
• Having a working smoke alarm reduces one’s chance
of dying in a fire by nearly one-half.
• Nearly one-third of the residential fires and two-fifths
of residential fire fatalities occur in homes with no
smoke alarms.

• Do not remove the batteries to put in other
appliances such as personal stereos or games.
• Smoke alarms wear out over time. Replace the alarm
if it is 10 years old or older.
• Keep smoke alarms clean. Dust and debris can
interfere with operation. Vacuum over and around
the smoke alarm regularly.
• Consider installing a 10-year lithium batterypowered smoke alarm, which is sealed so it cannot be
tampered with or opened.
• Hard-wired smoke alarms with battery back-ups need
to be tested monthly and batteries replaced yearly.
Source: U.S. Fire Administration

While You Protect Them...
We Will Protect You.
FAIRA

Fire Agencies Insurance Risk Authority
A Fire District Joint Powers Authority Established 1989
and Still the Only Liability & Property Fire District Insurance
Program Endorsed by FDAC

PROVIDES

General Liability, Auto Liability, Public Officials Errors & Omissions,
Paramedic Liability, Property & Auto Physical Damage

Services

100 fire districts in California & Nevada are receiving:
• Low & Stable Insurance Rates • Loss Control
• Training Seminars & Training Materials • Assistance with Contract

Smoke Alarms Life-Saving Tips

Following these simple fire safety tips can boost survival
rates dramatically.
• Place a smoke alarm on every level of the home and
outside bedrooms. If bedroom doors remain closed,
place a smoke alarm in each bedroom.
• Check smoke alarms monthly by pushing the test
button. If the button cannot be reached easily, use a
broom handle.
• Change the batteries in the alarms at least once a year
— perhaps when changing clocks for daylight-saving
time.
• Teach children what the smoke alarm sounds like
and what to do — leave the building immediately by
crawling low under the smoke.
• If cooking smoke sets off the alarm, do not disable
it. Turn on the range fan, open a window or wave a
towel near the alarm.

Review

• Fire Department Specific Claims Management
• Dedicated Risk Management & Broker Services

For an absolutely no obligation quote, call Rachel Blanco

(800) 253-2233 ext. 7744
Marsh Insurance Risk Services, Public Entity Division



News Briefs

Bug-Like Robots to Fight
Fires
A beetle-like robot “equipped
with tanks of water and
powdered fire-extinguishing
agents” is being developed
in the industrial designstudio at the University
of Madgeburg-Stendal in
Germany, according to an
article in FS-World.com.
The OLE (which means
“off-road extinguishing
apparatus” in German)
would be “autonomous and
guided by GPS, intelligent
feelers, and infrared and
heat sensors.” To see virtual
images of the robot, visit
http://www.popsci.com/
scitech/gallery/2008-03/stopdrop-and-roll.

Firefighter Fatality
Reduction Act
Senator Sherrod Brown
(D-Ohio) is sponsoring
legislation, titled the
Firefighter Fatality Reduction
Act, which would promote
consensus safety standards
to reduce the number of
avoidable deaths among
firefighters. The bill would



require the Department
of Homeland Security to
determine the rate of fire
department compliance with
standards for safe operations,
staffing, training, and fitness
among career, volunteer
and combination fire
departments. It would create
a task force to explore the
adoption of safety standards
by fire departments and
provide recommendations
to the Congress, states and
localities on how to increase
fire department compliance
with safety standards.

Firefighters May Face
Higher Risk of Bladder
Cancer
Firefighters may be at
increased risk for bladder
cancer and should be
considered for routine annual
screening, according to
researchers at University of
California, San Francisco.
Researchers tested 1,286
active and retired San
Francisco firefighters, whose
mean age was 45, and found
that 93 tested positive
for blood in the urine
(hematuria), and six tested
positive for nuclear matrix
protein 22 (NMP-22), which
is released by bladder cancer
cells. Those 99 patients
were referred for upper tract
imaging, cystoscopy and
urine cytology. Of those
99 patients, one tested
positive for both NMP-22
and hematuria. Two of the

patients — both retired
firefighters — were diagnosed
with bladder cancer. The
age- and sex-adjusted
incidence for bladder cancer
among the firefighters was
36 per 100,000, which
is higher than that of the
general population. The
findings suggest that retired
firefighters may be at high
risk for bladder cancer, the
researchers said. Source:
American Urological
Association, news release,
May 19, 2008.

Firefighters Seek
Donations for Mexican
Firefighters
Firefighters with the
Cosumnes Community
Services District Fire
Department launched
an “Adopt-a-Bombero”
fundraising drive to help
defray the costs for about
35 firefighters from Mexico
who are coming to the
Sacramento area this fall for a
week of training. Bomberos,
the Spanish word for
firefighters, rely on private
assistance and volunteers
during their annual training
exercises. The firefighters will

share what they learn with
their own fire departments
in Mexico. A $350 donation
will sponsor a Mexican
firefighter. Smaller donations
are also accepted. To “adopt”
a bombero, a tax-deductible
check or money order
payable to the Elk Grove
CSD Foundation, should
be mailed to: Cosumnes
CSD Fire Department c/o
Bomberos Program, 8812
Elk Grove Blvd., Elk Grove,
CA 95624.
Fresno County
Firefighters Reveal New
Fire Protection Plan
The plan will reduce response
time, staff more firefighters
and add three more stations
to serve Fresno County,
according to officials. They
currently have 13 stations
to cover 2,300 miles, while
the community is growing.
Fresno homeowners will
receive a ballot in the mail
by June 6th to vote for or
against a fee of about $8
a month, according to an
article by Fresno KMPH Fox
26.

Gov. Schwarzenegger
Discusses Defensible
Space Law
Governor Arnold
Schwarzenegger issued an
executive order that boosts
the state’s preparedness for
wildfire season and directs
the California Department of
Forestry and Fire Protection
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(CAL FIRE) to immediately
mobilize critical firefighting
resources and personnel
to save lives and homes
statewide. More specifically,
the governor instructed
CAL FIRE to start citing
property owners who fail to
comply with the defensible
space law, which requires
that homeowners maintain
100-feet of defensible space
around buildings. To read
the governor’s executive
order, visit http://gov.
ca.gov/press-release/9545/.

Modular Airborne
Fire Fighting System
Capabilities
On April 29, 2008,
Governor Schwarzenegger
sent President Bush a letter
asking that the California
Air National Guard
146th Airlift Wing have
the Modular Airborne
Fire Fighting System II
capabilities needed for
this wildfire season. “This
equipment is a critical
resource in fighting wildfires
that California cannot
do without,” writes the
governor. To read the full
letter, visit http://gov.
ca.gov/press-release/9456/.

Report on I-35W Bridge
Collapse in Minneapolis
The United States Fire
Administration (USFA)
has recently released a
report about the Interstate
35W (I-35W) Bridge
Collapse and Response
Technical Report. The
report examines the area’s
emergency preparedness for,
and response to, the August
1, 2007 bridge collapse in
Minneapolis, Minnesota
that killed 13 people and
injured 121 others.
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“To the nation’s firefighters,
collapse of structure is
something for which they
all plan and prepare. The
uniqueness of this bridge
collapse, and the challenges
faced by firefighters and
their command staffs,
offers an opportunity for
firefighters across this nation
to learn from the Minnesota
response to this event. As a
result, firefighters continue
their efforts to prepare for
any and all emergencies
nationwide,” said United
States Fire Administrator
Greg Cade.
To view the report,
visit https://www.usfa.
dhs.gov/media/press/
2008releases/042108.shtm
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History Figures,
Facts and Flames
Q: When did the first full-time paid
professional fire department form?
A: In 1853, the Cincinnati Fire Department

in Ohio became the first full-time, paid,
professional fire department in the
United States and the first in the world
to use steam fire engines according to the
Cincinnati Fire Museum.

Q: Describe the first fire engines.
A: The first fire engines, popular

in the
17th century, were simply tubs carried on
runners, long poles or wheels. The tub
functioned as a reservoir and sometimes
housed a hand-operated pump that forced
water through a pipe or nozzle to waiting
buckets. Water was still supplied to the fire
site by a bucket brigade, a line of people
passing buckets of water from hand to
hand to put out the fire, according to the
MSN Encarta Online Encyclopedia.



Q: Why are Dalmatians known as “fire dogs?”
A: In the United States, Dalmatian

dogs are commonly known as
the official firefighter mascot. According to the Dalmatian Club of
America, these black-and-white breeds used to clear the path for
horse-drawn fire wagons and calm the horses during the commotion
and confusion at the fire scene. Dalmatians also served as modern-day
car alarms, guarding the fire wagons against thieves.

Q: What is the history behind fire prevention week?
A: Fire Prevention Week was

designated to commemorate the Great
Chicago Fire, “the tragic 1871 conflagration that killed more than
250 people, left 100,000 homeless, destroyed more than 17,400
structures and burned more than 2,000 acres,” according to the
National Fire Protection Association. Forty years after the Great
Chicago Fire, the Fire Marshals Association of North America
determined that the fire’s anniversary should be observed by
informing the public about the importance of fire prevention. In
1920, President Woodrow Wilson issued the first National Fire
Prevention Day proclamation. Fire Prevention Week 2008 will be
observed October 5 to 11.
Sources: Cincinnati Fire Museum, MSN Encarta Online Encyclopedia, Dalmatian Club
of America and the National Fire Protection Association.

Links to Fire Safety Information
and Resources
The Internet is teeming with
tips, tools and resources
to encourage fire safety
in your community. Learn
more by visiting the
following links:

Everyone Goes Home,
organized by the National
Fallen Firefighters
Foundation, provides research, training materials,
videos, and articles aimed at reducing firefighter fatalities
nationwide within the next 10 years.
www.everyonegoeshome.com
FireSafety.gov provides timely information about how
individuals can prevent fires and fire-related casualties.
www.firesafety.gov
FireSafety.gov for Kids is a fun and colorful Web site
featuring interactive quizzes, crossword puzzles, coloring pages
and matching games that teach children about fire safety.
www.firesafety.gov/kids/flash.shtm

Fire Extinguisher 101 provides brief educational articles
about the importance of using fire extinguishers, fire
alarms and proper escape plans.
www.fire-extinguisher101.com/fire-insurance-policies.html
National Fire Protection Association, in addition to
providing data on codes and standards, offers a number of
fact sheets on fire safety issues such as campus dorm fires,
smoke alarms, nursing homes, and high-rise buildings.
www.nfpa.org
Sparky the Fire Dog, who was born in 1951, is the star
of this children’s site offering games, coloring books and
a question-and-answer section where kids can ask Sparky
about fire safety.
www.sparky.org
U.S. Fire Administration provides a variety of downloadable
brochures, fact sheets, posters, media kits, educational videos
and fire escape grids to promote fire-prevention campaigns
such as Arson Awareness Week, Fire Safety for Babies and
Toddlers and Smoking and Home Fires.
www.usfa.dhs.gov/campaigns
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