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The new year brings a fresh start and, in the
words of Oprah Winfrey, a chance to ªget it
right.º For those of us who orbit the world of
foster care, recruiting and retaining families con-
tinue to be challenges and areas where we need
to get it right. Children fare best in families, and
we all have a vested interest in ªgetting it rightº
for our kids' sake.

This year's Adoption from Foster Care campaign
by AdoptUSKids specifically focuses on the adop-
tion of teens, who generally wait longer to be
adopted and have lower overall adoption rates.
Of the 428,000 youths under the age of 18 in the
U.S. foster care system, 112,000 are currently
waiting for adoptive families. Of all the children
available for adoption on AdoptUSKids.org, 43%
are 15 to 18 years old, but only 5% of all children
adopted in 2015 were between the ages of 15
and 18. So what are we doing about that?

In the interest of ªgetting it right,º we are
excited to be dedicating this issue to strategies for
inspiring families to step up to become a resource
for the hundreds of thousands of youth who,
through no fault of their own, have no family
when their birth parents cannot care for them.

Check out the child-focused recruitment tool
from the Dave Thomas Foundation that is three
times more effective than traditional methods in
recruiting families for older youth, siblings, and
children with physical/mental challenges. CEO Rita
Soronen also shares the three greatest challenges

It is impossible to pay
attention to results
without a means to
accurately measure

how close you are to
achieving them.

he new year brings a fresh start and, in th
rds of Oprah Winfrey, a chance to ª get it
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for finding families that we need to
address in our own recruitment efforts.

Ever important is how we use data to
measure results to ensure that our efforts
are effective. In ªMeasuring Results to
Inform Recruitment Efforts,º Mike Logan
writes about the data that are essential to
move from anecdotal evidence to results-
based evidence. Additionally, our col-
leagues at Pressley Ridge share the secrets
of successful recruitment and how to use
data to inform recruitment efforts.

Retaining families is equally important,
as Shahrukh Chishty highlights in her arti-
cle about the effective use of the 3-5-7
model. Getting to the ªheartº of the work
and tapping into the importance of under-
standing trauma are keys in this healing.

Additionally, disproportionality continues
to be a problem because 22% of the
youth waiting for adoption are Hispanic.
Maria C. Velasquez shares strategies for
developing successful recruitment efforts
in the Latino community. We still have
much to do.

And let's not forget the essential
recruitment strategy of finding relatives
and other nonrelative extended family
members who can be a vital lifeline for
our youth faced with entry into foster
care. We need to be intentional in our
efforts to identify relative placements 
and vital connections at initial placement
and throughout each youth's life.

I'd like to applaud the communities
that are joining in this effort to draw
attention to the youth who need fami-
lies. Together we can make a difference.
Here's to ªgetting it right.º
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In order to move
beyond anecdotes,

we have to find
accurate ways to

measure the results
of what we do. 
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continued on pg. 5

Our data informed us
that nearly two thirds

of our referrals are
generated from the

website and personal
recommendations from
our staff and existing

foster parents.
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If it matters, measure it!º 
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