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 Description 

1.​  

Wastelands: The True Story 
of Farm Country on Trial 

 
Corban Addison 

 

The once idyllic coastal plain of North Carolina is home to a close-knit, rural community that 
for more than a generation has battled the polluting practices of large-scale farming taking 
place in its own backyard. After years of frustration and futility, an impassioned cadre of local 
residents, led by a team of intrepid and dedicated lawyers, filed a lawsuit against one of the 
world’s most powerful companies—and, miraculously, they won. As vivid and fast-paced as a 
thriller, Wastelands takes us into the heart of a legal battle over the future of America’s 
farmland and into the lives of the people who found the courage to fight. 

There is Elsie Herring, the most outspoken of the neighbors, who has endured racial slurs and 
the threat of a restraining order to tell the story of the waste raining down on her rooftop from 
the hog operation next door. There is Don Webb, a larger-than-life hog farmer turned 
grassroots crusader, and Rick Dove, a riverkeeper and erstwhile military judge who has 
pioneered the use of aerial photography to document the scale of the pollution. There is 
Woodell McGowan, a quiet man whose quest to redeem his family’s ancestral land encourages 
him to become a better neighbor, and Dr. Steve Wing, a groundbreaking epidemiologist whose 
work on the health effects of hog waste exposure translates the neighbors’ stories into the 
argot of science. And there is Tom Butler, an environmental savant and hog industry insider 
whose whistleblowing testimony electrifies the jury. Fighting alongside them in the courtroom 
is Mona Lisa Wallace, who broke the gender barrier in her small southern town and built a 
storied legal career out of vanquishing corporate giants, and Mike Kaeske, whose trial skills are 
second to none. 

With journalistic rigor and a novelist’s instinct for story, Corban Addison's Wastelands captures 
the inspiring struggle to bring a modern-day monopoly to its knees, to force a once-invincible 
corporation to change, and to preserve the rights—and restore the heritage—of a 
long-suffering community.  

https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/688403/wastelands-by-corban-addison/


 

 

2.​  
 

Night Magic: Adventures 
Among Glowworms, Moon 

Gardens, and Other Marvels 
of the Dark 

 
Leigh Ann Henion 

 

In this glorious celebration of the night, New York Times bestselling nature writer Leigh Ann 
Henion invites us to leave our well-lit homes, step outside, and embrace the dark as a 
profoundly beautiful part of the world we inhabit. Because no matter where we live, we are 
surrounded by animals that rise with the moon, and blooms that reveal themselves as light 
fades. Henion explores her home region of Appalachia, where she attends a synchronous 
firefly event in Tennessee, a bat outing in Alabama, and a moth festival in Ohio. In North 
Carolina, she finds forests alight with bioluminescent mushrooms, neighborhood trees full of 
screech owls, and valleys teeming with migratory salamanders. Along the way, Henion 
encounters naturalists, biologists, primitive-skills experts, and others who’ve dedicated their 
lives to cultivating relationships with darkness.  
  
Every page of this lyrical book feels like an opportunity to ask: How did I not know about this 
before? For example, we learn that it can take hours, not minutes, for human eyes to reach full 
night vision capacity. And that there are thousands of firefly species on earth, many with flash 
patterns as unique as fingerprints. In an age of increasing artificial light, Night Magic focuses on 
the amazing biodiversity that still surrounds us after sunset. We do not need to stargaze into 
the distant cosmos or dive into the depths of oceans to find awe in the dark.  
 

3.​  
 

Carolina Built  
 

Kianna Alexander  

This “exuberant celebration of Black women’s joy as well as their achievements” (Kate Quinn, 
New York Times bestselling author) novelizes the life of real estate magnate Josephine N. 
Leary in a previously untold story of passion, perseverance, and building a legacy after 
emancipation in North Carolina. 
 
Josephine N. Leary is determined to build a life of her own and a future for her family. When 
she moves to Edenton, North Carolina, from the plantation where she was born, she is free, 
newly married, and ready to follow her dreams. As the demands of life pull Josephine’s 
attention away, it becomes increasingly difficult for her to pursue her real estate aspirations. 
She finds herself immersed in deepening her marriage, mothering her daughters, and being a 
dutiful daughter and granddaughter. Still, she manages to teach herself to be a 

https://www.hachettebookgroup.com/titles/leigh-ann-henion/night-magic/9781643753362/


 

 businesswoman, to manage her finances, and to make smart investments in the local real 
estate market. But with each passing year, it grows more and more difficult to focus on building 
her legacy from the ground up. 
 
“Filled with passion and perseverance, Josephine Leary is frankly a woman that everyone 
should know” (Sadeqa Johnson, author of Yellow Wife) and her story speaks to the part of us 
that dares to dream bigger, tear down whatever stands in our way, and build something better 
for the loved ones we leave behind. 
 

4.​  
 

The Third Reconstruction:  
How a Moral Movement Is 
Overcoming the Politics of 

Division and Fear 
 

William J. Barber 
 
 

Over the summer of 2013, the Reverend Dr. William J. Barber II led more than a hundred 
thousand people at rallies across North Carolina to protest restrictions to voting access and an 
extreme makeover of state government. These protests—the largest state 
government–focused civil disobedience campaign in American history—came to be known as 
Moral Mondays and have since blossomed in states as diverse as Florida, Tennessee, 
Wisconsin, Ohio, and New York. 
 
At a time when divide-and-conquer politics are exacerbating racial strife and economic 
inequality, Rev. Barber offers an impassioned, historically grounded argument that Moral 
Mondays are hard evidence of an embryonic Third Reconstruction in America. 
 
The first Reconstruction briefly flourished after Emancipation, and the second Reconstruction 
ushered in meaningful progress in the civil rights era. But both were met by ferocious 
reactionary measures that severely curtailed, and in many cases rolled back, racial and 
economic progress. This Third Reconstruction is a profoundly moral awakening of 
justice-loving people united in a fusion coalition powerful enough to reclaim the possibility of 
democracy—even in the face of corporate-financed extremism. 
 
In this memoir of how Rev. Barber and allies as diverse as progressive Christians, union 
members, and immigration-rights activists came together to build a coalition, he offers a 
trenchant analysis of race-based inequality and a hopeful message for a nation grappling with 

https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/250729/the-third-reconstruction-by-the-reverend-dr-william-j-barber-ii-with-jonathan-wilson-hartgrove/


 

persistent racial and economic injustice. Rev. Barber writes movingly—and 
pragmatically—about how he laid the groundwork for a state-by-state movement that unites 
black, white, and brown, rich and poor, employed and unemployed, gay and straight, 
documented and undocumented, religious and secular. Only such a diverse fusion movement, 
Rev. Barber argues, can heal our nation’s wounds and produce public policy that is morally 
defensible, constitutionally consistent, and economically sane. The Third Reconstruction is both 
a blueprint for movement building and an inspiring call to action from the twenty-first century’s 
most effective grassroots organizer. 
 

 

5.​  

A Measure of Belonging: 
Twenty-One Writers of Color 
on the New American South 

Cinelle Barnes (editor) 
 

This fierce collection celebrates the incredible diversity in the contemporary South by 
featuring essays by twenty-one of the finest young writers of color living and working in the 
region today, who all address a central question: Who is welcome? 
 
Kiese Laymon navigates the racial politics of publishing while recording his audiobook in 
Mississippi. Regina Bradley moves to Indiana and grapples with a landscape devoid of her 
Southern cultural touchstones, like Popeyes and OutKast. Aruni Kashyap apartment hunts in 
Athens and encounters a minefield of invasive questions. Frederick McKindra delves into the 
particularly Southern history of Beyonce's black majorettes. 

Assembled by editor and essayist Cinelle Barnes, essays in A Measure of Belonging: 
Twenty-One Writers of Color on the New American South acknowledge that from the DMV to the 
college basketball court to doctors offices, there are no shortage of places of tension in the 
American South. Urgent, necessary, funny, and poignant, these essays from new and 
established voices confront the complexities of the South's relationship with race, uncovering 
the particular difficulties and profound joys of being a Southerner in the 21st century.  
 

 
For the past ten years, Siler City, North Carolina, has been at the front lines of immigration in 
the interior portion of the United States. Like a number of small Southern towns, workers come 
from traditional Latino enclaves across the United States, as well as from Latin American 

https://www.hubcity.org/books/nonfiction/a-measure-of-belonging-writers-of-color-on-the-new-american-south


 

6.​  

A Home on the Field:  
How One Championship 

Soccer Team Inspires Hope 
for the Revival of Small Town 

America 
 

Paul Cuadros 

countries, to work in what is considered the home of industrial-scale poultry processing. At 
enormous risk, these people have come with the hope of a better life and a chance to realize 
their portion of the American Dream. 
 
But it isn't always easy. Assimilation into the South is fraught with struggles, and in no place is 
this more poignant than in the schools. When Paul Cuadros packed his bags and moved south 
to study the impact of the burgeoning Latino community, he encountered a culture clash 
between the long-time residents and the newcomers that eventually boiled over into an 
anti-immigrant rally featuring former Klansman David Duke. 
 
It became Paul's goal to show the growing numbers of Latino youth that their lives could be 
more than the cutting line at the poultry plants, that finishing high school and heading to 
college could be a reality. He needed to find something that the boys could commit to 
passionately, knowing that devotion to something bigger than them would be the key to 
helping the boys find where they fit in the world. The answer was soccer. 
 
But Siler City, like so many other small rural communities, was a football town, and long-time 
residents saw soccer as a foreign sport and yet another accommodation to the newcomers. 
After an uphill battle, the Jets soccer team at Jordan-Matthews High School was born. 
Suffering setbacks and heartbreak, the majority Latino team, in only three seasons and against 
all odds, emerged poised to win the state championship. 

 
The true story of an individual's struggle for self-identity, self-preservation, and freedom, 
Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl remains among the few extant slave narratives written by a 
woman. This autobiographical account chronicles the remarkable odyssey of Harriet Jacobs 
(1813–1897) whose dauntless spirit and faith carried her from a life of servitude and 
degradation in North Carolina to liberty and reunion with her children in the North. 
 
Written and published in 1861 after Jacobs' harrowing escape from a vile and predatory master, 
the memoir delivers a powerful and unflinching portrayal of the abuses and hypocrisy of the 
master-slave relationship. Jacobs writes frankly of the horrors she suffered as a slave, her 

https://www.harpercollins.com/products/a-home-on-the-field-paul-cuadros?variant=32207630204962


 

7.​  
 

Incidents in the Life of a 
Slave Girl 

 
Harriet Jacobs 

eventual escape after several unsuccessful attempts, and her seven years in self-imposed 
exile, hiding in a coffin-like "garret" attached to her grandmother's porch. 
 
A rare firsthand account of a courageous woman's determination and endurance, this 
inspirational story also represents a valuable historical record of the continuing battle for 
freedom and the preservation of family. 
 

 

8.​  
 

Anatomy of a Purple State 
 

Christopher Cooper 

North Carolina represents a perfect distillation of the promise and peril of modern American 
democracy: hyperpartisanship, gerrymandering, dissatisfaction with the two-party system, the 
urban-rural divide—these issues are all brought into sharp relief in the Tar Heel State. For that 
reason, North Carolina politics and government are increasingly of interest not just to North 
Carolina citizens but to journalists, political observers, and people across the country. Political 
scientist Christopher A. Cooper, to whom the national media go when they need a quote about 
North Carolina politics, offers a primer made for all people, no matter their political leanings. 
 
Readers will be introduced to everything that has made North Carolina the most purple of 
purple states—from the state constitution and the influence of think tanks to the growing racial 
diversity of the state and the limitations on the governor's power. By explaining how we came 
to be in the political situation we are in, Cooper shows us where we might go next. And, as 
many have said, "As North Carolina goes, so goes the nation." 

https://store.doverpublications.com/0486419312.html
https://store.doverpublications.com/0486419312.html
https://uncpress.org/book/9781469681719/anatomy-of-a-purple-state/


 

 

9.​  
 

Money Rock:  
A Family’s Story of Cocaine, 
Race, and Ambition in the 

New South 
 

Pam Kelley 

Meet Money Rock. He's young. He's charismatic. He's generous, often to a fault. He's one of 
Charlotte's most successful cocaine dealers, and that's what first prompted veteran reporter 
Pam Kelley to craft this riveting social history―by turns action-packed, uplifting, and tragic―of 
a striving African American family, swept up and transformed by the 1980s cocaine epidemic. 
The saga begins in 1963 when a budding civil rights activist named Carrie gives birth to Belton 
Lamont Platt, eventually known as Money Rock, in a newly integrated North Carolina hospital. 
Pam Kelley takes readers through a shootout that shocks the city, a botched FBI sting, and a 
trial with a judge known as "Maximum Bob." When the story concludes more than a half 
century later, Belton has redeemed himself. But three of his sons have met violent deaths and 
his oldest, fresh from prison, struggles to make a new life in a world where the odds are 
stacked against him. 

This gripping tale, populated with characters both big-hearted and flawed, shows how social 
forces and public policies―racism, segregation, the War on Drugs, mass incarceration―help 
shape individual destinies. Money Rock is a deeply American story, one that will leave readers 
reflecting on the near impossibility of making lasting change, in our lives and as a society, until 
we reckon with the sins of our past. 
 

 

10.​  
 

Let the Dead Bury their Dead  
 

Randall Kenan 

A three-year-old boy begins to deliver messages from dead relatives. A zombie uprising is led 
by an evil preacher. A woman is haunted by a child her husband may have drowned. A pig 
talks. The stories in Let the Dead Bury Their Dead embody the type of fiction that defined 
Randall Kenan's career: set in the thinly veiled fictional Carolina town of Tims Creek, they follow 
a diverse cast of Southern folkways, and stare into a long shadow of history. A stunning mix of 
magic, myth, and folktales, Kenan masterfully portrays a world of varied voices, and in 
wondrous prose, brings to life the ghosts of our past and present. 

https://thenewpress.com/books/money-rock
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/let-the-dead-bury-their-dead-randall-kenan?variant=41066408509474


 

 

11.​  
 

George Masa’s Wild Vision:  
A Japanese Immigrant 

Imagines Western North 
Carolina 

 
Brent Martin 

 

Self-taught photographer George Masa (born Masahara Iizuka in Osaka, Japan), arrived in 
Asheville, North Carolina at the turn of the twentieth century amid a period of great transition in 
the southern Appalachians. Masa's photographs from the 1920s and early 1930s are stunning 
windows into an era where railroads hauled out the remaining old-growth timber with 
impunity, new roads were blasted into hillsides, and an activist community emerged to fight for 
a new national park. Masa began photographing the nearby mountains and helping to map the 
Appalachian Trail, capturing this transition like no other photographer of his time. His images, 
along with his knowledge of the landscape, became a critical piece of the argument for the 
Great Smoky Mountains National Park, compelling John D. Rockefeller to donate $5 million for 
initial land purchases. Despite being hailed as the “Ansel Adams of the Smokies,” Masa died 
destitute and unknown in 1933. 
 
In George Masa’s Wild Vision: A Japanese Immigrant Imagines Western North Carolina, poet 
and environmental organizer Brent Martin explores the locations Masa visited, using 
first-person narratives to contrast, lament, and exalt the condition of the landscape the 
photographer so loved and worked to interpret and protect. The book includes seventy-five of 
Masa’s photographs, accompanied by Martin’s reflections on Masa’s life and work. 
 

 

12.​  
 

Step It Up and Go 
 

David Menconi 
 

The Story of North Carolina Popular Music, from Blind Boy Fuller and Doc Watson to Nina 
Simone and Superchunk: This book is a love letter to the artists, scenes, and sounds defining 
North Carolina’s extraordinary contributions to American popular music. Menconi shows how 
working-class roots and rebellion tie North Carolina’s Piedmont blues, jazz, and bluegrass to 
beach music, rock, hip-hop, and more. 
 
 

https://www.hubcity.org/books/nonfiction/george-masas-wild-vision-a-japanese-immigrant-imagines-western-north-carolina
https://uncpress.org/book/9781469676784/step-it-up-and-go/


 

 

13.​  
 

Breath: A Lifetime in the 
Rhythm of an Iron Lung: A 

Memoir 
 

Martha Mason 

After contracting polio as a young girl Martha Mason of tiny Lattimore, North Carolina, lived a 
record sixty-one of her seventy-one years in an iron lung until her death in 2009, but she never 
let the 800-pound cylinder define her. The subject of a documentary film, an NPR feature, an 
ABC News piece, and a widely syndicated New York Times obituary, Martha enjoyed life, and 
people. From within her iron lung, she graduated first in her class in high school and at Wake 
Forest University, and was elected to Phi Beta Kappa. She was determined to be a writer and, 
with her devoted mother taking dictation, she became a journalist-but had to give up her 
career when her father became ill. Still, Martha created for herself a vast and radiant 
world-holding dinner parties with the table pushed right up to her iron lung, voraciously 
reading, running her own household, and caring for her mother when she became ill with 
Alzheimer's and increasingly abusive to Martha. When voice-activated computers became 
available, Martha wrote Breath, in part as a tribute to her mother. "This book is her story," writes 
Anne Rivers Siddons in her preface, "told in the rich words of a born writer. That she told it is a 
gift to everyone who will read it. That she told it is also as near to a miracle as most are likely to 
encounter." 

 

14.​  
 

Song in a Weary Throat: 
Memoir of an American 

Pilgrimage  
 

Pauli Murray 
 

In a voice that is energetic, wry, and direct, Murray tells of a childhood dramatically altered by 
the sudden loss of her spirited, hard-working parents. Orphaned at age four, she was sent from 
Baltimore to segregated Durham, North Carolina, to live with her unflappable Aunt Pauline, 
who, while strict, was liberal-minded in accepting the tomboy Pauli as “my little boy-girl.” In 
fact, throughout her life, Murray would struggle with feelings of sexual “in-betweenness”―she 
tried unsuccessfully to get her doctors to give her testosterone―that today we would 
recognize as a transgendered identity. 
 
We then follow Murray north at the age of seventeen to New York City’s Hunter College, to her 
embrace of Gandhi’s Satyagraha―nonviolent resistance―and south again, where she 
experienced Jim Crow firsthand. An early Freedom Rider, she was arrested in 1940, fifteen 
years before Rosa Parks’ disobedience, for sitting in the whites-only section of a Virginia bus. 
Murray’s activism led to relationships with Thurgood Marshall and Eleanor Roosevelt―who 
respectfully referred to Murray as a “firebrand”―and propelled her to a Howard University law 
degree and a lifelong fight against "Jane Crow" sexism. We also read Betty Friedan’s 

https://www.amazon.com/Breath-Lifetime-Rhythm-Iron-Memoir-ebook/dp/B003TWOK7U/ref=sr_1_1?crid=PMAGDS262HJN&keywords=breath+martha+mason&qid=1687461436&s=books&sprefix=breath+martha+mason%2Cstripbooks%2C80&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Song-Weary-Throat-American-Pilgrimage/dp/1631494589/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1N1AWF3146J2B&keywords=pauli+murray+sing&qid=1687461112&s=books&sprefix=pauli+murray+sing%2Cstripbooks%2C74&sr=1-1


 

enthusiastic response to Murray’s call for an NAACP for Women―the origins of NOW. Murray 
sets these thrilling high-water marks against the backdrop of uncertain finances, chronic 
fatigue, and tragic losses both private and public, as Patricia Bell-Scott’s engaging introduction 
brings to life. 

 

15.​  
 

Radio Free Dixie 
 

Timothy Tyson 
 

This classic book tells the remarkable story of Robert F. Williams (1925-1996), one of the most 
influential black activists of the generation that toppled Jim Crow and forever altered the arc of 
American history. In the late 1950s, Williams, as president of the Monroe, North Carolina, 
branch of the NAACP, and his followers used machine guns, dynamite, and Molotov cocktails 
to confront Klan terrorists. Advocating "armed self-reliance," Williams challenged not only 
white supremacists but also Martin Luther King Jr. and the civil rights establishment. Forced to 
flee during the 1960s to Cuba--where he broadcast "Radio Free Dixie," a program of black 
politics and music that could be heard as far away as Los Angeles and New York City--and 
then to China, Williams remained a controversial figure for the rest of his life. 
 
Radio Free Dixie reveals that nonviolent civil rights protest and armed resistance movements 
grew out of the same soil, confronted the same predicaments, and reflected the same quest 
for African American freedom. As Robert Williams's story demonstrates, independent black 
political action, black cultural pride, and armed self-reliance operated in the South in tension 
and in tandem with legal efforts and nonviolent protest. 

 

16.​  
 

Decolonizing Wealth: 

Though it seems counterintuitive, the philanthropic industry has evolved to mirror colonial 
structures and reproduces hierarchy, ultimately doing more harm than good. After 14 years in 
philanthropy, Edgar Villanueva has seen past the field's glamorous, altruistic façade, and into 
its shadows: the old boy networks, the savior complexes, and the internalized oppression 
among the "house slaves," and those select few people of color who gain access. All these 
funders reflect and perpetuate the same underlying dynamics that divide Us from Them and 
the haves from have-nots. In equal measure, he denounces the reproduction of systems of 
oppression while also advocating for an orientation towards justice to open the floodgates for a 
rising tide that lifts all boats. In the third and final section, Villanueva offers radical provocations 
to funders and outlines his Seven Steps for Healing. 

https://uncpress.org/book/9781469651873/radio-free-dixie-second-edition/
https://www.bkconnection.com/books/title/Decolonizing-Wealth-Second-Edition


 

Indigenous Wisdom to Heal 
Divides and Restore Balance 

 
Edgar Villanueva 

 

With great compassion--because the Native way is to bring the oppressor into the circle of 
healing--Villanueva is able to both diagnose the fatal flaws in philanthropy and provide 
thoughtful solutions to these systemic imbalances. Decolonizing Wealth is a timely and critical 
book that preaches for mutually assured liberation in which we are all inter-connected. 

 

17.​  
 

Black Mountain Poems 
 
 

An essential selection of the poetry of one of the most important twentieth-century creative 
movements. Black Mountain College had an explosive influence on American poetry, music, 
art, craft, dance, and thought; it’s hard to imagine any other institution that was so utopian, 
rebellious, and experimental. Founded with the mission of creating rounded, complete people 
by balancing the arts and manual labor within a democratic, nonhierarchical structure, Black 
Mountain was a crucible of revolutionary literature. Although this artistic haven only existed 
from 1933 to 1956, Black Mountain helped inspire some of the most radical and significant 
midcentury American poets. 
 
This anthology begins with the well-known Black Mountain Poets— Charles Olson, Robert 
Creeley, Robert Duncan and Denise Levertov—but also includes the artist Josef Albers and the 
musician John Cage, as well as the often overlooked women associated with the college, M. C. 
Richards and Hilda Morley. 

 

18.​  
 

If You Only Knew: Letters 
from an Immigrant Teacher 

 
Emily Frances 

Emily Francis’ If You Only Knew tells her story — from her childhood in Guatemala, where she 
worked in her mother’s fruit-selling business and helped raise her four younger siblings, 
through her journey into the United States as an undocumented, unaccompanied minor, and to 
her experience fulfilling her dream of becoming a teacher — through a series of letters she 
writes to eight immigrant students in whom she sees pieces of herself. 

 

https://www.ndbooks.com/book/black-mountain-poems/
https://www.amazon.com/You-Only-Knew-Emily-Francis/dp/B0B8TGX5L6
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