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1. What you
missed this
weekend.

In Florida, Covid-19 cases increased by 2,332 from Friday
to Monday and deaths increased by 97. The 1,400 new
cases on Friday represented, at the time, the single
largest one-day increase. Governor DeSantis announced
that public schools would remain closed through the
spring. State officials also revealed 302 nursing home
facilities in 45 counties have residents or staff that have
tested positive. Jacksonville opened its beaches with
some social distancing requirements, and this received
international attention. An updated model from the
University of Washington predicted 1,363 deaths in
Florida by August 4, far lower than they projected earlier
in the week. On the national level, cases rose from
692,169 to 789,383 over the weekend and there were
1,728 new deaths for a total of 42,303 American deaths.
The daily death toll in New York continues to drop
although the toll has been high; one person in every
thousand has died from Covid-19 in New York City.

2. Will
universities

Amidst the chaos, universities are faced with the
challenging decision of when to allow students, faculty
and staff back onto campus. Nationwide all colleges and
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expected to continue throughout the summer. While no

strategy for the upcoming fall semester, Boston

options they’re considering. The university recently
announced that the option of additional digital

semesters beyond the summer is under consideration.
University leadership stressed they want to remain
transparent with students, their parents and the larger
community so they may prepare accordingly. Should this
alternative be implemented, it will carry much larger
significance than just when students can sit in
classrooms again. Questions pertaining to on campus
living, school sports, graduations, clubs and
organizations will undoubtedly follow. As universities
around the country have switched to online for the
remainder of spring and summer semesters, will we
start to see institutions mirror BU’s judgement or will
they remain adamant in returning to campus?

3. Why you
should hope

In the movies viruses always mutate to become more
deadly. In reality, often the opposite occurs. We haven’t
done enough testing to fill in our knowledge gaps, but
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them secret carriers of a deadly virus. It may make them

victims are asymptomatic. That doesn’t necessarily make

carriers of a less potent strain that provides immunity to
more lethal strains. Because asymptomatic carriers
freely circulate in the population, the less deadly strains
can quietly infect a community and ultimately provide
herd immunity. It’s sort of nature’s way of providing a
vaccine. This has happened before. The deadly Spanish
flu of 1918 eventually mutated into the much less than
lethal H1N1 seasonal flu that is around today.

4. The reopening has
begun.

A growing number of states, including Florida, watched
residents take to the streets to protest stay-at-home
orders this weekend. A group that calls itself Liberate
South Florida caravanned through Miami-Dade,
Broward, and Palm Beach counties demanding the
economy come back online. Today Georgia, Tennessee,
and South Carolina announced plans to ease lockdowns
in the next few days. Michigan’s governor said she is
eager to loosen restrictions on businesses in her state
after last week’s protests there drew thousands, but a
lack of testing supplies is keeping her from taking such
steps. Kentucky’s governor is working with six other
states to coordinate a phased-in approach to re-opening,
and the governors of California, Oregon, and
Washington have formed a joint Western States Pact to
guide decisions to re-open the region. In Florida,
Governor DeSantis introduced the Re-Open Florida Task
Force Executive Committee today. Members will develop
short-term, medium-term, and long-term strategies for
re-opening the state and its economy due to the
Governor by Friday, April 24. The Florida Chamber of
Commerce supplied context to the Task Force Members
providing a presentation on Florida’s economic landscape
pre and post pandemic as they begin their work.

5. Show me
the green.

Late last week, Congress faced renewed calls for
additional Covid-19 relief when the federal Payroll
Protection Program (PPP) ran out of money to issue

emergency small business loans. It took less than two weeks,
much of it frustration-filled, for applicants to completely
draw down the nearly $350 billion SBA-administered
relief initiative. Federal officials from both parties had
been negotiating for days on how to replenish the fund,
but they were ultimately unable to reach agreement
before the dollars ran out. Among the key sticking points
has been Democrat House Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s
insistence that additional PPP funding be coupled with broader
relief measures. GOP leaders, wishing to keep PPP
replenishment separate from future legislative actions,
have largely opposed those efforts. However, such a
stalemate can’t last in the midst of a national crisis and
now a deal is beginning to take shape that could fully
replenish the PPP fund while including targeted
additional funding for Covid-19 testing kits as well as aid
for hospitals. As final negotiations continue and
Congressional leaders work this week to move a still-cloudy
process forward, at least this much is clear: more help is
on the way.
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FEEDING FLORIDA'S FAMILIES

A network of local restaurants, hotels and hospitality
industry organizations have joined forces to
launch Feed the Need Florida, a program that provides
needed meals to food-insecure students and their
families across the state. “There is an unprecedented
need for students and families to have immediate and
easy access to fresh, nutritious meals,” said John
Rivers, CEO and founder of 4Roots and 4R
Restaurant Group. “In the midst of the Covid-19 crisis,
we felt an obligation to rally the industry to help fill gaps
in Florida’s ‘grab and go’ program, and also ensure that
the families of these students likewise have access to
meals.” The 4R Restaurant Group will leverage its 4
Rivers BBQ resources to support meal preparation and
distribution across the state in coordination with the
Florida Restaurant & Lodging Association and the Florida
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services.
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