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A
s our 2019 Turf Seminar season draws to a close, I’d like to thank 
everyone of you who attended. Your attendance at each site was 
greatly appreciated. I’d like to thank Heather Russo, Emily Cox and 
Marcia Schultz for all their work in ensuring that each seminar went 
off without a hitch. 

As we all know, a member-based association is only as good as its 
membership. To each and every one of you, you are greatly appreciated. With 
that said, we would love to have more members join our great association. If 
you know of someone who would like to join, encourage them to do so and feel 
free to pass along some of the benefits that FTGA members are entitled to. 

Florida Turf Digest—Members receive a free subscription to the FTGA’s 
magazine, Florida Turf Digest, featuring timely research updates, turf 
management articles and news of significance to the turfgrass industry.

FTGA Membership Directory—Along with your membership, you will 
receive the updated FTGA Membership Directory & Industry Guide, which is a 
great way to locate industry contacts.

E-Newsletter Industry Alerts—Stay abreast of industry news, events, calls-
to-action and critical dates through periodic e-newsletter alerts, which are 
delivered when needed to your email address.

Annual Conference & Show—FTGA members receive discounted 
registration fees, discounted trade booths and sponsorship opportunities. This 
annual event provides excellent opportunities for education, CEU credits and 
networking for your company.

Regional Turf Seminars—FTGA members receive discounted registration 
fees for the turf seminars throughout the state. The turf seminars include 
up-to-date research, education, new products, CEU and CCA credits, and 
catered lunches.

We are pleased to announce the University of Florida Green Industry 
Economic Impact Study commenced on February 1, 2019, as we were all 
in critical need of updated data. We appreciate the efforts of the following 
associations for their contributions in securing the much-needed funding: 
Florida Turfgrass Research Foundation (FTRF), Florida Golf Course 
Superintendents Association (FGCSA), Florida Turfgrass Association (FTGA), 
Sports Turf Managers Association (STMA), and Turfgrass Producers of Florida 
(TPF) and Environmental Research & Education Foundation (EREF).

We look forward to seeing the final results, which are expected to be 
completed by January 31, 2020.

Don’t forget about our CEU Round-Up June 26 and, before you know it, we 
will all convene at Champion’sGate in Orlando for our annual Conference & 
Show, August 12–14, 2019.

As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to 
reach out to any of our board members or contact our office anytime. ❂
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(Continued from page 4) From the Executive Director

By Heather Russo, Executive Director

W
e started 2019 off with a big 
educational bang. Each Turf Seminar 
broke previous attendance records (see 
photos). Thank you to all our speakers 
who gave informative and engaging 

presentations to keep turfgrass professionals 
updated on the latest research and evidence-based 
solutions. Thank you to the turf seminar vendors 
for their donations to the FTRF raffle. We raised 
$1,641 toward funding research, scholarships and 
the benevolence fund.

As I was traveling for the last week of turf 
seminars, my drive through Tallahassee was 
surreal. Three months after Hurricane Michael, 
trees were still uprooted and lying on the ground. 
Crews continued to actively clear the area. If 
you are an FTGA member in need of financial 
assistance after the hurricane, submit a request to 
our office for board consideration.

If you still need more CEUs, the CEU Round-
Up is offering six (6) FDACS CEUs and will be 
held June 26 at participating UF/IFAS Extension 
Offices.  For more information, go to    
https://www.ftga.org/page/CEURoundUp.

The Conference & Show committee is working 
diligently on putting together great speakers and 
topics. Mark your calendar to join us August 12–14 
at Omni ChampionsGate in Kissimmee, Florida.

At the December board meeting, the directors 
voted to start a new scholarship for FTGA 
members’ children. The directors are still working 
out the details and will keep you updated on this 
new scholarship.

There Is Still Time…
The FTGA membership drive has been strong 

during the first two months of 2019. To be listed 
in the 2019 Membership Directory & Industry 
Guide, membership applications and renewals 
must be submitted by April 1. Thank you to all the 
members who have renewed their membership. ❂

What’s in the 2019 
Education Store for You 
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product knowledge to 
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ends March 31, 2019.
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Cover Story

Management 
Practices for 

the Home Lawn
By Dr. Laurie E. Trenholm, Professor, Extension Turfgrass 
Specialist, Environmental Horticulture Department; 
UF/IFAS Extension, Gainesville, Florida 

A healthy lawn is an important component of an 
urban landscape. Not only do lawns increase 
the value of a property, they reduce soil erosion, 
filter stormwater runoff, cool the air, and reduce 
glare and noise. A healthy lawn effectively filters 

and traps sediment and pollutants that could otherwise 
contaminate surface waters and groundwater.

Management of home lawns is often not well 
understood by residents and can often have adverse 
effects on turf health. Loss of turf health can render it less 
able to filter stormwater runoff and reduce soil erosion, 
which can lead to increased nonpoint source pollution. 
Misuse of fertilizers can result in direct deposition of 
granules into water bodies or increased risk of leaching 
into groundwater. In either case, the result can be 
unhealthy turf and increased nonpoint source pollution. 
Therefore, it is very important that homeowners who 
do their own lawn care use Best Management Practices 
(BMPs) when maintaining their lawns. BMPs follow 
Florida-Friendly Landscaping™ principles, developed 
for maintenance of a healthy landscape that does not 
contribute to nonpoint source pollution. Following BMPs 
can reduce potential pollution of Florida’s surface or 
groundwater resources as a result of lawn and landscape 
maintenance. Here are some easy-to-follow tips on 
Florida-Friendly lawn maintenance:

Fertilization
Fertilize Appropriately
Proper fertilization consists of selecting the right type 
of fertilizer, applying it at the right time and in the right 

amount for maximum plant uptake and benefit.
 Lawns require nutrients throughout the growing 
season to stay healthy. The growing season will vary 
depending upon location in the state. The amount of 
fertilizer required annually will primarily depend on the 
grass species and geographical location.
 In June 2007, the Florida Department of Agriculture 
and Consumer Services (FDACS) passed a rule regulating 
labeling requirements for urban turf (home lawn) 
fertilizers (Urban Turf Fertilizer Labeling Rule (RE-
1.003(2) FAC). This rule requires fertilizer manufacturers 
to place specific language on fertilizer bags with the intent 
of reducing potential nonpoint source pollution that 
might result from misapplication of fertilizer to lawns. 
The rule regulates the maximum amount of nitrogen and 
phosphorus that is in the bag and directs users to follow 
University of Florida/Institute of Food and Agricultural 
Sciences (UF/IFAS) recommendations for annual 
fertilizer application rates. The rule is based on scientific 
research conducted by UF/IFAS.

Selecting a Fertilizer
The labeling requirements make it easier for homeowners 
to find appropriate lawn fertilizers in the retail market. 
Select only a fertilizer that says for use on urban turf. 
Do not use a fertilizer for flower or vegetable gardens on 
lawns. For homeowners doing their own fertilizing, these 
products will contain both slow-release nitrogen and low 
or no phosphorus. Slow-release nitrogen will provide a 
longer-lasting response from the grass and reduces the 
potential for burning from excess application. The low 
phosphorus will not be harmful for many lawns in Florida 
because some Florida soils are already high in phosphorus 
and turf requirements for this nutrient are low relative 
to nitrogen and potassium. However, there have been 
increased phosphorus deficiencies in a number of lawns 

Photo credit: pxhere.com
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throughout Florida, and soil tests may be warranted if 
deficiency symptoms occur. These symptoms include 
reduced growth and dark green followed by purple shoot 
color of lower leaves. A soil test is required to identify 
a phosphorus deficiency and allows for supplemental 
phosphorus to be applied when a deficiency exists.

 
Fertilizer Timing
Our warm-season grasses grow in response to both increasing 
temperature and day length, making summertime the time of 
most active growth. This is when grasses have the best ability 
to take up the nutrients and also have the most need for them. 
It is important to not fertilize when grasses are not growing, as 
this can increase the possibility of nutrients leaching through 
the soil or running off. This occurs largely because the root 
systems of warm-season grasses “slough off” during the winter 
months (Figure 1), rendering them less able to assimilate 
nutrients from fertilizer. This is especially true in north 
and central Florida and becomes less common as you head 
further south in the state. University of Florida research on 
nitrate leaching from various lawngrass species found that the 
potential for nitrate leaching in north-central and northwest 
Florida is greatest in the months of January through March, 
when the root system has the least mass and the grass may 
be in some stage of cold-induced dormancy. It is therefore 
important to wait until growth begins in the spring to fertilize. 
For north Florida and the panhandle, this would be around 
the middle of April. For north-central and central Florida, it 
would be early April.

Figure 1. Annual root and shoot growth cycle of warm-season 
turfgrass species. 
PHOTO CREDIT:  A. J. TURGEON

 
The last fertilizer application should be around the 

middle or end of September in north Florida and early 
October in central Florida. In south Florida, you can apply 
fertilizer throughout the year.

Fertilizer Application Rate
No matter what species of grass you have or where you live 
in the state, you should apply only up to 1 pound of nitrogen 
for every 1,000 square feet of lawn each time you apply 
fertilizer. To see how much fertilizer 1 pound of nitrogen is, 

refer to Table 1, which lists the amount of fertilizer needed 
by percentage of nitrogen in the bag. For example, if you 
have a fertilizer that has 15 percent nitrogen (first of the 
three numbers on the bag), you would apply 6.5 pounds 
of that product per 1,000 square feet to apply the correct 
amount of nitrogen.

Rates for annual fertilization should follow the UF/
IFAS recommendations found in Table 2 for your grass 
species. Applying fertilizer at rates greater than listed can 
contribute to increased disease or insect problems and may 
increase the potential for increased nutrient leaching or 
runoff. This will determine how many applications you will 
make annually. For example, if you live in central Florida 
and have St. Augustinegrass, you can apply anywhere from 
2–5 pounds of nitrogen on a yearly basis. This means that 
you might apply fertilizer anywhere from two to five times a 
year. Typically, the commercial lawn care companies would 
fertilize at the higher range (four to five times yearly) while a 
homeowner may fertilize fewer times a year.

An important part of figuring out how much fertilizer to 
apply is to know the size of your lawn. It is easiest to do this 
by breaking it into the front, back and sides of the house and 
adding those amounts of fertilizer to the spreader. This will 
help you apply the right amount.

What if you live in an area where lawn 
fertilization is prohibited from June 1 through 
September 30?
A number of cities and counties in Florida have passed 
fertilizer ordinances that do not allow for application of 
nitrogen or phosphorus fertilizers during the summer. These 
ordinances are passed out of concern for nutrient leaching 
due to potential heavy rainfall, but research has shown that 
this is the time of least nitrate leaching (Trenholm et al., 
2012). If you are in one of these restricted areas, fertilize with 
a long-term controlled release product at the end of May. 
The grass will receive low doses of nitrogen over a period of 
three to four months, depending on the product used. When 
the restrictive period is over, fertilize again with a product 
that has a more soluble nitrogen component, such as sulfur-
coated urea. This will reduce the potential for the fertilizer to 
release nitrogen during the winter months when the ability 
to take up the nutrients is reduced.
 
Other Important Fertilization BMPs for 
Homeowners
Soil Test
It is important to test your soil to determine phosphorus 
and other nutrient levels. Check with your local UF/IFAS 
Extension office for information on how to submit soil 
samples for testing or go to:    
http://soilslab.ifas.ufl.edu/ESTL%20Home.asp for online 
information on soil testing.

Seasonal soot and root growth of warm season turfgrasses. (Turgeon, 2002)

Winter                     Spring                    Summer                      Fall

Cover Story
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Best Management Practices for the Home Lawn

Fertilizing Small Strips of Grass and Around 
Water Bodies
If you have a small strip of lawn that adjoins impervious 
surfaces, such as a sidewalk or pavement, use a spreader 
equipped with a deflector shield that will spread the fertilizer 
in a 180º arc to keep it away from the paved area. Use the 
same shield when you are fertilizing areas next to water 
bodies. Leave a 10-foot strip of turf around the water body 
unfertilized to avoid polluting the water.
 
Fertilizer Spills and Storage
If you spill fertilizer on the driveway or sidewalk, sweep it up 
and put it back in the bag. Always sweep up spilled fertilizer 
rather than rinsing it away, even when the spill is on the 
lawn. Spilled fertilizer easily finds its way down storm drains 
or into the ground and from there into the water supply.
Store your unused fertilizer where it will stay dry. Do not 
store it next to pesticides, fuel, or solvents.
 
Watering Fertilizer In
After applying fertilizer, you will need to irrigate long 
enough to move the granules off of the leaf blades and into 
the soil, where they will be taken up for use by the plant. This 
will avoid leaf burn and reduce potential runoff of nutrients. 
Only apply enough water to moisten the top 1/2 inch of soil. 
This will wash most of the fertilizer into the top few inches 
of the soil, where it will best be taken up. More water than 
this may lead to leaching of the nutrients past the root zone, 
which will result in potential groundwater contamination.

Fertilizing Newly Planted Turf
Research has shown that the risk of nutrient leaching is 
much greater on newly planted sod than on established 
turfgrass. This is due to the lack of a deep root system on 
newly planted grass and due to import of some nutrients 
from the sod farm. Wait at least 30 to 60 days after planting 
to apply nitrogen fertilizer to turfgrass.
 
Weather and Fertilization
Do not fertilize if the National Weather Service has issued 
a flood, tropical storm, hurricane watch or warning, or if 
heavy rains (greater than 2 inches) are likely within 24 hours.

Mowing
Mowing may seem like a never-ending chore during 
the summer months, but it is one of the most important 
practices that can influence the health of your lawn. Follow 
these suggestions for a healthy, happy lawn:

•  Mow at the highest recommended height for your grass 
species. For St. Augustinegrass standard cultivars, this 
is 3.5–4 inches. If you have St. Augustinegrass “dwarf” 
cultivars ‘Delmar’, ‘Seville’ or ‘Captiva’, mow at 2–2.5 

inches. Zoysiagrass cultivars such as ‘Empire’ should 
be mowed at 2 inches. Mow bahiagrass at 3-4 inches 
and centipedegrass and bermudagrass at 1–2 inches. 
Mowing at these heights promotes a deep root system, 
which makes grass more stress tolerant.

•  Never remove more than 1/3 of the leaf blade at any 
one time. Removing too much of the leaf blade can 
stress your lawn and leave it susceptible to insect or 
disease invasion. If you miss a scheduled mowing 
event, raise the mower height and bring the grass back 
down to the recommended level gradually over the 
next few mowing events.

•  Leave grass clippings on the lawn. They do not 
contribute to thatch and actually return a small amount 
of nutrients and organic matter back to the lawn.

•  Keep your mower blades sharp. Dull mowers tear the 
leaf blades. This makes the lawn look bad and leaves it 
susceptible to insect or disease invasion.

•  Do not mow your lawn when it is wet. This may be 
dangerous for you if you slip and can be tough on  
the mower.

•  Always wear heavy, closed-toed shoes and eye 
protection when mowing.

Irrigation
Improper irrigation practices damage more lawns than any 
other single cultural practice. Train your grass to be more 
drought tolerant using the following methods:

• Irrigate as infrequently as you can without having your 
grass start to go into excess drought stress. When you 
water, apply 1/2–3/4 inch to help encourage the roots 
to grow deep into the soil. Grasses irrigated in this 
manner will have a better chance of surviving watering 
restrictions or drought periods.

• Turn your automatic sprinkler system to the “off” 
position and turn it on when your lawn shows signs 
of needing irrigation. Adjust your timer seasonally. 
Irrigation frequency will vary depending on where 
you are in the state, as well as on the amount of shade 
in the landscape, soil type, etc. Many areas of the state 
have mandated watering restrictions, so be sure to be 
aware of and follow any regulations regarding when 
you can irrigate your lawn. A lawn is ready for water 
when the leaf blades show at least one of the three wilt 
signs: when leaf blades start to fold in half lengthwise, 
when the grass takes on a bluish cast or when footprints 
remain visible in the lawn long after being made. 
Unless restrictions do not allow, irrigate when about 50 
percent of the lawn shows one of these signs, unless rain 
is forecast in the next 24 hours.

• In most parts of Florida, irrigate to apply 1/2–3/4 inch 
of water. If you live in an area with a hard pan layer 

http://www.ftga.org
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right below the soil surface, you will likely get runoff 
before that amount of water can be delivered. In that 
case, irrigate to the point of runoff, let the water drain, 
and then apply the remainder of the needed amount a 
short time later. Do not continue to let the irrigation 
system run past the point of runoff; this only wastes 
water. Coastal areas that experience sea breeze may 
require more frequent irrigation.

• To determine how long you need to run your irrigation 
system to apply 1/2–3/4 inch of water to the whole 
lawn, place straight-sided cans around the perimeter of 
each irrigation zone. Turn on the irrigation system and 
monitor the cans to see how long it takes to fill them to 
1/2–3/4 inch. Each zone will likely have different run-
times; therefore, time irrigation intervals for the zones 
accordingly. For additional information refer to AE220, 
Operation of Residential Irrigation Controllers   
(http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/ae220).

• If you are in an area with very sandy soil, you may need 
to apply the higher amount of water. Heavier clay soils 
may only need the 1/2-inch rate.

• In north or central Florida, irrigate every two to three 
weeks during the winter months if rainfall does not 
occur, even if your grass is dormant. The roots are still 
viable, and irrigating through the winter will help the 
grass green up more quickly in the spring.

• Irrigate around sunrise or in the early morning hours. 
The leaf blades must dry out fully during the day to 
reduce disease. ❂

Reference
Trenholm, L. E., J. Bryan Unruh, and Jerry B. Sartain. 2012. 
“Nitrate leaching and turf quality in established ‘Floratam’ 
St. Augustinegrass and ‘Empire’ Zoysiagrass.” J. Envir. 
Quality 41: 793–799.

Table 1. Recommended application rates for turfgrass fertilizers to Florida lawns.

6% N 10% N 12% N 15% N 16% N 23% N 27% N

1,000 ft2 16.5 lbs 10 lbs 8.5 lbs 6.5 lbs 6 lbs 4.5 lbs 4 lbs

1,100 ft2 18.5 lbs 11 lbs 9.5 lbs 7 lbs 7 lbs 5 lbs 4 lbs

1,200 ft2 20 lbs 12 lbs 10.5 lbs 8 lbs 7.5 lbs 5 lbs 4.5 lbs

1,300 ft2 22 lbs 13 lbs 11.5 lbs 8.5 lbs 8 lbs 5.5 lbs 5 lbs

1,400 ft2 23.5 lbs 14 lbs 12.5 lbs 9 lbs 9 lbs 6 lbs 5 lbs

1,500 ft2 25 lbs 15 lbs 13.5 lbs 10 lbs 9.5 lbs 6.5 lbs 5.5 lbs

2,000 ft2 33.5 lbs 20 lbs 17 lbs 13 lbs 12 lbs 9 lbs 8 lbs

2,500 ft2 41.5 lbs 25 lbs 21 lbs 16.5 lbs 15.5 lbs 11 lbs 9.5 lbs

3,000 ft2 50 lbs 30 lbs 25.5 lbs 19.5 lbs 18 lbs 13 lbs 12 lbs

3,500 ft2 58 lbs 35 lbs 30 lbs 23 lbs 21.5 lbs 15.5 lbs 13.5 lbs

4,000 ft2 66 lbs 40 lbs 34 lbs 26 lbs 24 lbs 18 lbs 16 lbs

4,500 ft2 74 lbs 45 lbs 38 lbs 29.5 lbs 27.5 lbs 20 lbs 17.5 lbs

5,000 ft2 82 lbs 50 lbs 42.5 lbs 33 lbs 31 lbs 22 lbs 19 lbs
*These recommendations assume use of a properly calibrated spreader.
See http://hort.ufl.edu/yourfloridalawn for instructions on calibrating your spreader

Use this table to match the size of your lawn to the percentage of nitrogen in your fertilizer to find the amount of fertilizer 
you need to apply. It is best to break the lawn into front, back and sides and determine the square footage of each area.

Table 2. UF/IFAS recommendations for annual nitrogen application rates in pounds of nitrogen per 1,000 square feet of lawn.

ANNUAL NITROGEN APPLICATION RATES
REGION OF STATE Bahiagrass Centipedegrass St. Augustinegrass Zoysiagrass

North 1–3 0.4–2 2–4 2–3

Central 1–3 0.4–3 2–5 2–4

South 1–4 0.4–3 4–6 2.5–4.5

http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/ae220
http://hort.ufl.edu/yourfloridalawn
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COMPO EXPERT –  
Your partner for a healthy green

For all of your turf fertilizer and biostimulants needs please 
contact Daniel Buckingham for more information.

Phone (859) 469-0579
E-mail daniel.buckingham@compo-expert.com www.compo-expert.com

http://www.ftga.org
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ALWAYS READ AND FOLLOW LABEL INSTRUCTIONS
Bayer Environmental Science, a Business Unit of Bayer CropScience LP, 5000 CentreGreen Way, Suite 400, Cary, NC 27513 . For additional product information, call toll-free 1-800-331-2867. environmentalscience.bayer.us. Not all products are 
registered in all states. Bayer, the Bayer Cross and Indemnify are registered trademarks of Bayer. ©2019 Bayer CropScience LP. ES-119-IND-29-A-R1

It’s Time to Take Your Turf Back.

Indemnify® is a ground breaking product that controls nematodes and improves root health. With results that have 
to be seen to be believed, Indemnify puts you in the fast lane to success.

To learn more about Indemnify, visit es.bayer.us/indemnify



Environmental 
Research & 
Education 
Foundation (EREF) 
WINTER UPDATE

Mac Carraway (standing at the podium) making a presentation at Naples City Council at a workshop about 
the Fertilizer Use and Maintenance of Urban Landscapes Ordinance.
PHOTO COURTESY OF FTGA BOARD MEMBER JASON FRANK.

A s I was driving over to spend some time at the Florida 
Turfgrass Association this morning, I was thinking a lot about 
my presentation at an upcoming workshop on restrictive 
fertilizer ordinances. I kept having this thought: “In the post-
election, post-red tide blame frenzy, what knucklehead would 

stand up and oppose a summertime ban on fertilizers?”
Well...that would be me.
The green industry approach on fertilizer regulation is not 

popular in some circles—we know that. And it’s more true now 
than ever.

Getting to the issue, the better question would be, “Who does 
support these summertime fertilizer blackouts?” The Florida 
Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP)? No—in fact, 
they denied the Tampa Bay Estuary Program extra credits for 
blackout-styled ordinances (versus the widely-used FDEP Model 
Ordinance, which does not contain a blackout) in the nitrogen 
management programs in blackout-adopting counties (such as 
Pinellas and Manatee). How about the Florida Department of 
Agriculture and Consumer Services (FDACS)? No, they support 
the proper application of the Urban Turf Rule, a living document, 
which comprehensively covers the proper use and limitations 
of fertilizer by state law. Well, what about the University of 
Florida/Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences (UF/IFAS)? 
Also no. UF/IFAS has contributed massively to the knowledge 
base underlying the FDEP and FDACS rule-making as well as 
promulgating the nationally praised principles of Florida-Friendly 

By Mac Carraway, Contract Executive Director, 
Environmental Research & Education Foundation (EREF)
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Landscaping and the Green Industry BMPs, which focus 
on teaching professionals and homeowners the safe and 
responsible methods of using fertilizer and other caretaking 
practices for lawns and landscapes. How about in Maryland 
and the Chesapeake Bay area, which addressed severe 
nutrient loading long before Florida’s blackout mythology 
surfaced? No. By state law, like Florida’s Urban Turf Rule 
and the ongoing recommendations of UF/IFAS, Maryland 
supports fertilizing properly in the growing season 
(generally speaking in the spring and summer) and not 
fertilizing in the winter. What a concept!

“But wait just a second,” you say. “The blackouts promote 
intentionally starving plants when they are actively growing, 
and feeding them when they are in dormancy or semi-
dormancy? And it won’t cause any harm?”

Ridiculous, right? Of course it is. It’s like pitching “Sweet 
Home Alabama” as the theme song for Kentucky Fried 
Chicken. This preposterous theory is based solely on the 
idea that the rainy season washes applied summertime 
fertilizer right down the drain. That may appeal to some 
people, kind of like how a flat horizon gave rise to the 
flat-earth believers, but it is plainly, simply, biologically, 
agronomically all wrong and completely unsupported by 
evidence in its application. It also purposefully ignores 
that plant growth in Florida landscapes most definitely 
slows down in the winter. Anyone with a lawn in even 

southernmost Florida knows this to be inarguable—
another reality facing blackout purists.

I could go on for days about the evidence, but let’s just 
look at a few of the best examples:
 Tampa Bay and Sarasota Bay are both globally 

recognized success stories about recovered 
estuaries. The inconvenient truth about both is that 
the improvements (e.g., seagrass bed recoveries, 
substantive nitrogen loading reductions) started 
long, long, long before the blackout ordinances 
were ever even a glimmer in the activists’ eyes. The 
improvements happened because of huge point-
source pollution reductions, huge stormwater 
management projects, and huge reclaimed water 
redirections. You get the picture. The idea that these 
essentially unenforced ordinances contributed to 
these wonderful results is just baloney, with all due 
respect to baloney.

 You will no doubt hear various activist claims that 
nitrogen “appears,” “seems to,” “looks to” decline 
after the ordinances are passed. These claims are 
purposefully vague because NONE of them is 
supported by what anyone would call a study (no 
methodology, no replications, no controls, etc.). 
Rather, they are speculations taken from various 
incidental sampling populations about changes 

YOU CAN CHANGE THE OUTCOMES
Attending public hearings related to fertilizer ordinances, landscape ordinances and chemical restrictions over the
years has been informative about how public policy is made. Lesson No. 1 is that it is often driven by emotional 
appeals, political pressure and other non-scientific factors. In the green industry, we often take comfort in the science 
that we rely on—things work and happen for very definite reasons, based on what has been revealed by peer-
reviewed research and practical application over decades. That should be enough, but it’s not. Activist organizations 
often want “their own” facts, and are prepared to engage in distractions, misleading narratives and emotional 
pandering to win the day for their agendas. We are not built that way, and it can put us at a disadvantage when 
the votes are counted. But there is an antidote that is very powerful: LOCAL VOICES. Those in the industry impacted 
by bad policy (e.g., fertilizer restrictions, etc.) need to show up in numbers to offset the numbers that almost always 
are there for those who try to demonize what we do and mislead the public on the impacts of our profession. Local 
elected officials want to hear from their constituents—that means you. The Environmental Research & Education 
Foundation and our industry partners provide a lot of background and research and are well-prepared to make 
presentations and take the heat on your behalf. We often provide talking points before a hearing. Adding your voice 
to that is the magical mix that can turn a vote from “yes” to “no” on a piece of bad legislation. You don’t have to 
say much—30 seconds of being yourself is powerful stuff. I have NEVER heard an elected official say anything to an 
industry constituent other than “thank you,” and they mean it. Here is 30 seconds’ worth, just as an example:

Good afternoon. My name is John Doe, and I live here in ABC County. I love my community, and I 
work in the lawn care business and strongly oppose any restrictions on fertilizer application during the 
summer, especially if they don’t exempt those of us who have been handling fertilizer responsibly for 
decades. We are your first line of defense in doing the right things for water quality. We do urge you 
to support EDUCATION of those who don’t know what they are doing and who will benefit from an 
education program, not a punitive one-size-fits-all ordinance. Thank you.

If you don’t want to turn in a speaker card and get up at a meeting, send a letter or an email. Better yet, call your 
county commissioner or city councilperson before the meeting. But no matter what, show up if you can and make 
yourself visible. We are proud to represent you and love it when you are there with us! 
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in total nitrogen, which we all know is NOT the 
same thing as fertilizer. Total nitrogen comes from 
dozens of non-fertilizer sources. It’s like saying total 
traffic changed when you are really looking to see if 
there are more or fewer Volkswagens. Only Orange 
County samples for the stable isotopes of nitrogen 
of urban fertilizer, and they have done so only since 
2017 because they recognized that total nitrogen 
was not a useful indicator. Further, Orange County 
exempts all professional stakeholders and BMP-trained 
homeowners from their blackout and focuses on 
education. They have been successful in removing 
impaired waters from their Basin Management 
Action Plans. Smart people. Very smart.

 Finally, and most damagingly, Manatee County 
recently held a workshop to reconsider their 2011 
blackout ordinance. The most persuasive evidence 
they presented to ’prove’ the effectiveness of the 
workshop was a pair of graphs showing nitrogen 
loading trend lines going up before the ordinance was 
passed and going down after it was passed. We were 
skeptical and requested their data and methodology, 
which they provided. We had their slides peer-
reviewed by a third-party consultant who concluded 
that the slides were wrong, that the data had been 
cherry-picked and that there was no correlation 
whatsoever between the ordinance and nitrogen levels 
in the indicated water bodies. We’ll let you draw your 
own conclusions about what the story is there. So far, 
no response from Manatee County.

Being against a punitive and unfair ordinance, which 
is unsupported by any substantive evidence, and which 
was eviscerated by the FDEP leaching study well known 
to all of you, is not being against the environment or water 
quality. It is just the opposite. Our position is that legitimate 
environmental and water policy needs to be made on the 
basis of real evidence. Passing a blackout is a politically-
driven “just do something,” feel-good measure, not one that 
is going to do anything about water quality. Giving a sick 
patient a sugar pill because it makes them feel better is not 
helping the patient. And as already mentioned, the patient 
in this case is not actually sick at all.

Before ending, we have been closely following the public 
discussions of red tide and what to do about it. Recently, 
Charlotte County sponsored a water summit, which 
included various scientific organizations that gave their 
conclusions about red tide causality and mitigation. Here 
is the consensus conclusion (entirely consistent with other 
previously published information):
 Red tide is a deep-water phenomenon occurring 

episodically throughout the world, including Florida’s 
west coast. It has been documented for centuries 

By Jason Frank, Harrell’s LLC
 

I have spent my entire higher and 
post-graduate education and career in 
the turf industry. What I have come to 
respect the most about this industry 
is the emphasis on science and the 

reverence for the environment. I feel these elements 
drive the passion for most who work in turfgrass—to 
create healthy environments where we live, work and 
play—from golf courses to parks to sports fields. A 
well-maintained turfgrass is the highlight of any area.

However, one of the unfortunate things I have 
observed is those who do not understand the science 
or have a respect for the environment our industry 
has and actively work against us to try to take 
away tools that help create a healthy environment. 
Sometimes these groups are misinformed and tend to 
appeal to emotion rather than facts. I don’t want to 
discredit their concern for the environment, but with 
all I have invested in this industry, I feel it is important 
that we all do our part to make sure everyone has all 
the facts and can make decisions that are, in fact, the 
best for the environment in which we operate.

Two years ago, I was fortunate to be asked to join 
the Florida Turfgrass Association board of directors. 
I gladly accepted it as an opportunity to be part of 
an organization to advocate on behalf of the entire 
turfgrass industry in Florida. Since coming onto 
the board, I have participated in many advocacy 
events to help bring more science and facts to the 
decisions being made on fertilizer and environmental 
regulations and laws in our state. I have attended 
several local government discussions and advocacy 
events throughout the state where decisions are 
being made that affect new laws surrounding when 
and how to apply fertilizer. Some of these discussions 
have been positive—and some, not so much. As many 
of you know, many fertilizer blackout periods have 
been enacted in Florida when the science says they do 
not legitimately protect the environment.

All we can ask is that more people join the effort 
to make sure science prevails in these decisions. 
There is strength in numbers, and your vote is just 
as important as any. A small investment in your time 
to participate at a local fertilizer blackout discussion 
and/or advocacy event such as Florida Golf Day in 
Tallahassee, or even National Golf Day in Washington, 
D.C., helps the cause. If you don’t have much time, 
just being a member of local, state and/or national 
associations helps to support this effort. I hope 
everyone realizes the severity of a uniformed decision 
being made on our behalf surrounding some of the 
environmental laws and that we all do more to stand 
up to make sure the science prevails.

JASON FRANK SPEAKS OUT ON ADVOCACY
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including long, uninterrupted episodes prior to any 
urban development.

 It is biologically neither caused by nor materially 
impacted by urban nutrient runoff.

 There is no red tide epidemic. The 2018 red tide was 
long and damaging but no more so than others in the 
past. In actuality, the frequency and average duration 
of red tides is down since the early 2000s.

There are going to be many individuals and groups who 
will simply refuse to believe these conclusions. It doesn’t 
fit their agenda. It doesn’t satisfy their need to find blame 
for a natural phenomenon. It doesn’t sell memberships. 
Something else that doesn’t fit their agenda—many of 
the counties with the longest-standing summertime 
fertilizer blackouts had the worst of the red tide counts! 
That’s unfortunate but true, and it means that our efforts 
to hold off bad policy will be needed indefinitely. We ALL 
suffered greatly through this past red tide. Many of us have 
suffered through many of them in our lifetimes in Florida. 
Hurricanes too, which is the only legitimate parallel to 
red tides. So, what do we do? We stop blaming and start 

mitigating, just like we have learned to do with hurricanes. 
The financial costs and human disruption from hurricanes 
since the tragedy of Hurricane Andrew have improved 
dramatically. We can’t do anything about hurricanes and 
red tides happening, at least not yet, but we can prioritize 
research and:
 Predict them better.
 Prepare for them better.
 Mobilize better before and after they arrive.
 Harden our communities and properties better.
 Cooperate and collaborate better.
Let’s be smart and avoid the foolish temptations of blame 

and of junk-science sugar pills. And let us implore many in 
the media to stop publishing front-page, lead-story images 
of dead fish every single day during a red tide episode. That 
approach exaggerates the negative and ignores the positive 
efforts of impacted communities, adding to the adverse 
impacts on tourism and other industries. Good journalism 
can simply do better to promote recovery and hope.

It’s time for a smarter, more rational and productive 
approach to all these issues. We hope you will agree. ❂
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FTGA extends its heartfelt thanks to Interlachen Country Club for 
hosting the 31st annual Stuart Leventhal, CGCS, Turfgrass Research 
Golf Tournament. A very special thank-you to Bryce Gibson, golf 

course superintendent, for spearheading the event, which benefits the 
Florida Turf Research Foundation. To date, the tournament has raised more 
than $150,000 dollars. Your contribution helps to fund research, scholarships 
and the benevolence fund.

Advocacy Update

Interlachen Country Club 
Benefit for FTRF

Stuart Leventhal, CGCS, 
addressing the crowd.
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PLANT NUTRITION  
YOU CAN GET  

EXCITED ABOUT

Whether you are looking for a quick green up or need to get your turf 
back on track, the full line of Gravity® Plant Nutrition liquid and soluble 
products offer a customizable solution to deliver the specific nutrients 
you need when you need them most. WinFieldUnitedPro.com/Gravity     @winfieldpro       

http://www.ftga.org
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The University of Florida Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences (UF/IFAS) and the 
FTGA will present the CEU Round-Up June 26, 2019, from 8:30 a.m.–4:00 p.m. EDT at 
multiple locations across the state. The event will be simulcast to locations around 
Florida from the University of Florida, Gainesville. The Round-Up offers attendees the 
opportunity to earn up to six FDACS CEUs across 14 different license categories. The 
event is geared toward industry professionals looking for the simplest way to earn hard-
to-attain CEUs, including aquatic weed control, natural areas, right-of-way and others. 

Watch the website at www.ftga.org/page/CEURoundUp for updated information.

IFAS/FTGA CEU ROUND-UP 2019 AGENDA AND COURSES
TIME TITLE PRESENTER

8:30–9:00 Registration and Introduction

9:00–9:50 Tank mixing to sidestep disasters Dr. Fred Fishel

10:00–10:50 Updates on insect management in the landscape Dr. Adam Dale

11:00–11:50 Organic amendments, biostimulants, root–
enhancers, etc., as tools for nematode management

Dr. Billy Crow

1:00–1:50 Crested floatingheart and related species in Florida Dr. Lyn Gettys

2:00–2:50 Pesticide spill management and cleanup Paul Mitola

3:00–3:50 Native wetland plants in Florida Dr. Lyn Gettys

3:50–4:00 CEU Distribution by UF/IFAS Extension Office

CEUS
CATEGORY # CEUS

Limited Commercial Landscape 
Maintenance

2

Limited Lawn & Ornamental 2
Commercial Lawn & Ornamental 2
Private Applicator 2
Aquatic Pest Control 2
Demonstration & Research 4
Ornamental & Turf Pest Control 2
487 Core 2
482 Core 2
Maximum Approved FDACS CEUs 6

Upcoming Events

IFAS/FTGA 
CEU Round-Up 2019 
Coming Your Way EARLY

Charlotte County Extension
25550 Harbor View Road, Suite 3 
Port Charlotte, FL 33980-2503
Ralph Mitchell 
ralph.mitchell@charlottecountyfl.gov
941-764-4344

Collier County Extension
14700 Immokalee Road, Naples, FL 34120
Doug Caldwell
dougbug@ufl.edu
239-252-4800

Ft. Lauderdale Research & Education Center
3205 College Avenue, Davie, FL 33314
Mike Orfanedes 
morf@ufl.edu
954-756-8524

Hillsborough County Extension
UF/IFAS Extension 
5339 County Road 579, Seffner, FL 33584
Shawn Steed 
ststeed@ufl.edu
813-744-5519

Indian River County Extension
1800 27th Street
IRC Administration Building B, 2nd Floor
Vero Beach, FL 32960
Christine Kelly-Begazo 
ckellybe@ufl.edu
772-226-4316

Lake County Extension
1951 Woodlea Road, Tavares, FL 32778
Juanita Popenoe 
jpopenoe@ufl.edu 
352-343-4101

Marion County Extension
Extension Auditorium, South Hall
2232 NE Jacksonville Road, Ocala, FL 34470
David Holmes 
dholmes@ufl.edu
352-671-8400

Martin County Extension
2614 SE Dixie Highway, Stuart, FL 34996
Yvette Goodiel 
goodiel@ufl.edu
772-419-6962

Palm Beach County Extension
Exhibit Hall A
559 N. Military Trail, West Palm Beach, FL 33415
Bill Schall
bschall@pbcgov.org
Frank Dowdle
fdowdle@ufl.edu 
561-233-1725

Suwannee Valley Agricultural 
Extension Center
8202 County Road 417, Live Oak, FL 32060
Jane Griffin
janeecant@ufl.edu
386-362-2771

LOCATIONS AND CONTACT 
INFORMATION

Presented by:

CANCELLATION POLICY
• Cancellations made 10+ calendar days (June 16) prior to event will be granted 

and will incur a 25% cancellation fee. 

• Cancellations made less than nine calendar days (June 17) prior to the event will 
not be provided a refund; only employee substitutions will be granted.

• Refunds will not be granted for not attending.

PRICING INFORMATION Valid Until 6/14/19 Effective 6/15/19
UF/IFAS Employee $15 $25

Municipal Employee $30 $45

Industry Professional 
(Superintendent, Sod Producer, LCO, PCO, etc.) $50 $75

REGISTRATION CLOSES ON JUNE 24, 2019

http://www.ftga.org/page/CEURoundUp
mailto:ralph.mitchell@charlottecountyfl.gov
mailto:dougbug@ufl.edu
mailto:morf@ufl.edu
mailto:ststeed@ufl.edu
mailto:ckellybe@ufl.edu
mailto:jpopenoe@ufl.edu
mailto:dholmes@ufl.edu
mailto:goodiel@ufl.edu
mailto:bschall@pbcgov.org
mailto:fdowdle@ufl.edu
mailto:janeecant@ufl.edu
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REGISTRATION INFORMATION 
COMPANY

BUSINESS ADDRESS

CITY, ST, ZIP

PHONE                                                             EMAIL

LIST UP TO 10 ATTENDEES 
               PRINT FIRST AND LAST NAME

                 Example: Jane Doe
                    IFAS COUNTY EXTENSION OFFICE (do not indicate the city)

                 Example: Collier County | Charlotte County

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

CANCELLATION POLICY
Cancellations made 10+ calendar days (June 16) prior to 
event will be granted and will incur a 25% cancellation fee. 

Cancellations made less than 9 calendar days (June 17) prior 
to the event will not be provided a refund; only employee 
substitutions will be granted. 

Refunds will not be granted for not attending.

CONTACT INFORMATION
MAIL  3500 S. Florida Ave. Ste. 7  |  LAKELAND, FL 33803

PHONE  (863) 688-9413, ext. 202     FAX  (863) 688-9610

EMAIL  Marcia@FTGA.org

ONLINE REGISTRATIONS   www.FTGA.org

Phone registrations are not permitted

PAYMENT INFORMATION
PHONE REGISTRATIONS ARE NOT PERMITTED

PAYMENT MUST BE MADE PRIOR TO EVENT
ATTENDEE WITH OUTSTANDING INVOICES WILL NOT BE ALLOWED INTO CLASS 

CHECK PAYMENT                    CHECK NO.                                              AMOUNT INCLUDED    $
Made Payable to FTGA

CREDIT CARD PAYMENT

CREDIT CARD NO.                                                                                   AMOUNT CHARGE        $

EXPIRATION DATE                                                                                   SECURITY CODE

SIGNATURE

PRICING INFORMATION (PER ATTENDEE)
UF/IFAS 

EMPLOYEE
MUNICIPAL 
EMPLOYEES

INDUSTRY PROFESSIONAL
(Superintendent, Sod Producer, LCO, PCO, etc.)

Valid until 6/14/19 $15 $30 $50

Effective 6/15/19 $25 $45 $75

REGISTRATION CLOSES ON JUNE 24, 2019

http://www.ftga.org
mailto:Marcia@FTGA.org
http://www.FTGA.org
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Redefine sustainable turf management with the proprietary fertilizer 

that improves soil health and alleviates toxicity levels, then crosses over 

into your turf for better nutrient use and stress response. Learn how 

CrossOver’s unique formula of plant-available silicon, magnesium  

and calcium can benefit your turf at CrossOver-Silicon.com.

crossover@harsco.com  /  1.800.850.0527   /   ©2017

GIVE YOUR TURF WHAT IT CRAVES.

INCREASES 
phos availability

IMPROVES
nutrient efficiency

ELEVATES 
stress tolerance

IMPROVES 
soil structure

ENHANCES 
soil stability

HELPS PREVENT 
sodium toxicity

HELPS PREVENT  
metal toxicity

INCREASES 
photosynthesis
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Florida Turfgrass Association 

provides strong leadership as an 
umbrella organization to make available 
funding for research; and promote research and education; 
create legislative power; sponsor an annual conference and trade show; and provide 
services, communications and networking opportunities for professionals in and associated 
with the turfgrass industry.

Spread the word about membership 
in the FTGA

for the FTGA’s 2019 exclusive Annual Membership Directory and 
Industry Guide as this is a special edition of the Florida Turf Digest. The 
deadline for inclusion is April 10.  It will include the following six sections:

2018 

MEMBERSHIP 

DIRECTORY

AND INDUSTRY
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FTGA Groups will include an alphabetical listing 
of all member groups, their employee members, 
membership type (Basic, Premium or Premium-Plus) 
and index where the group information can be found 
in the Industry Guide.

FTGA People will include a listing of all members  
that is alphabetized by last name. It will include 
individual members and employees of group 
members and the company (organization) for which 
the member works. This section includes the type of 
membership and is indexed to the individual’s listing 
in the Industry Guide (see below).

Industry Guide will include a listing of all companies 
organized by industry category. The listing for each 
company/organization in the Industry Guide will 
include contact information for individual employees 
(if different from the corporate address). Members 
can also have an enhanced listing, including 
company logo and a two-sentence product/service 
description for a nominal fee.

Industry Resource section includes important 
contact information for allied associations, county 
extension agents, key administrative, academic, 
research and turf faculty members.

FTGA Information section will include the 
bylaws, board, staff and other important 
information about the association.

Advertisers Index will highlight those 
companies that purchased display advertising in 
the 2019 Membership Directory & Industry Guide.

Mention this ad for a discounted rate 
and FREE Company Enhancement if 

reserved by March 29, 2019.

Contact Emily Cox, Media Operations Manager at 
Emily@ftga.org

RESERVE YOUR AD 
SPACE NOW…

Go to www.FTGA.org and renew today!

http://www.ftga.org
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PEOPLE
Unsung Heroes: Spotlight on David Holmes, 
North Florida
In this issue, we tip our hat to David Holmes who has 
dedicated his career to university extension services. 
He began as a 4-H extension agent at the University 

of Maryland Extension. In Florida, he has served as director of 
Miami-Dade County Extension, and he currently is director of the 
UF/IFAS Marion County Extension Service.

His specialty is commercial horticulture, and he oversees 11 
faculty and five staff. He is responsible for providing educational 
services to nurseries, landscapers and turf managers and, among 
his many tasks, he is a county pesticide trainer. His talents are in 
demand worldwide. He has been involved in two international field 
assignments: a sugar cane study in Brazil and an olive study in Italy.

Holmes has co-chaired many task forces and committees, and 
he won the USDA Superior Service Award. Most recently, he co-
chaired the State Extension 100th Anniversary Celebration.

Work doesn’t end when Holmes leaves the office at the end of 
the day. He shares a small, working farm with his wife where they 
raise Black Angus cattle. He shares his farming duties with Reno, 
his working border collie. Reno has even made guest appearances 
for demos on the job with the extension (see photos below).

Holmes says, “I have had a great career with the University of 
Florida/Institute of Food and Agricultural Services and have enjoyed 
working with the farmers, landscapers and turf managers.”

Dr. Bonnie C. Wells Moves to Brevard County
Dr. Wells has moved to the Brevard County Extension 
as a commercial extension agent. Previously, she 
was an agriculture agent at the St. Johns Extension. 
She holds a Doctor of Plant Medicine from the 

University of Florida with 15 years of experience in commercial 
plant production and six years of experience in plant pathology 
research as well as her five years as a UF extension agent. She is 
self-described as “a lover of all things insects and fungi.”

Pat Jones Joins Harrell’s
Harrell’s LLC has announced one of the turf industry’s 
leading personalities and influencers, Pat Jones,  
has joined the Harrell’s family as their customer 
experience director.

Jones transitioned to Harrell’s with over 30 years of experience 
in the turfgrass industry. For the past decade he has served as 
publisher and editorial director of Golf Course Industry magazine, the 
leading independent publication in the market. He is best known for 
his award-winning monthly “Parting Shots” column and his tell-it-
like-it-is approach. He is a prolific writer, blogger and social media 
commentator, and a frequent presenter at regional, national and 
international turf conferences, including the FTGA Conference &  
Show last year.

As the customer experience director, Jones will help with the 
strategic growth of the Harrell’s brand in existing regions and as 
they continue expansion throughout the country. “After nearly 15 
years with GIE Media, I started thinking about what I would do in 
the final chapter of my crazy career,” Jones said. “I’ve always 
admired and respected the Harrell’s family and the culture they’ve 
created. So the opportunity to be part of their company is a dream 
come true.” Jones will also play a massive role in their customer 
communications programs, customer experience initiatives and 
telling the Harrell’s story.  

“When Pat called me to tell me he wanted to make a career 
change and wanted that change to be with Harrell’s, I knew this was 
an opportunity that Harrell’s couldn’t pass up,” said Jack Harrell III, 
senior vice president of Turf Sales South and Marketing. “Our ‘WHY’ at 
Harrell’s is ‘Taking Care of People.’ From our fellow employee-owners 
all the way to our customers and our vendors. Pat brings a wealth of 
knowledge on how to take care of people in the turf industry, and we 
are excited to have him as a part of the Harrell’s Family.”

 PLACES
Harrell’s Acquires Golf Enviro Systems Inc.
Central Florida based Harrell’s LLC recently increased its western 
footprint with the acquisition of Golf Enviro Systems Inc. in Colorado 
Springs, Colorado. Golf Enviro Systems Inc. is a full-line distributor 
of soil, turf, greenhouse and landscape maintenance products 
servicing the professional markets in Colorado, New Mexico and 
Southern Wyoming. Harrell’s customer service and quality granular 
fertilizer, soil wetting agents, adjuvants and colorants, and the full 
line of branded plant protectants distributed by Harrell’s will be 
available to customers in these regions.

(L-R) Robert Gonzales, Daniel Lewis, Ben Boehme, Gary Schinderle and James Penny.
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Certified Tifway 419  •  Certified Latitude 36
Certified Celebration  •   Certified Tif-Dwarf 

All Available in Sod or Sprigs

Golf & Athletic Field Turf Installation & Renovation
1450 S. Park Road, Plant City, FL 33566

Phone: 813-634-3326
Fax: 813-642-0646

Servicing the State of Florida Since 1982

“The Golf Enviro team is a great asset to 
Harrell’s. We are looking forward to serving 
turf managers and growers in this region 
of the country,” says Nick Spardy, Harrell’s 
vice president of West Sales and Marketing.

The acquisition brings a trio of 
seasoned territory managers onto the 
Harrell’s sales force, which has now grown 
to over 120 strong, in the golf, ornamental, 
sports turf, turf & landscape, and specialty 
agriculture markets. Gary Schinderle, Ben 
Boehme and Robert Gonzales will continue 
to serve Golf Enviro customers in the area. 
The team will be rounded out by Chris 
Freeman, territory manager, who joined 
the Harrell’s team in late 2018, JJ Jansen 
regional sales director and Nick Spardy, 
vice president.

EVENTS
Growing Better
The Turfgrass Producers of Florida (TPF) 
will hold its 2019 TPF Annual Meeting 
& Show April 25–26 at Quail Creek 
Plantation in Okeechobee. Growing Better 
brings together producers, exhibitors, 
turf management professionals and 
researchers from throughout the state 
for networking, educational and business 
opportunities. For more information, visit  
www.floridaturf.com/events.

SOUND BYTES
Banner Year for Turf Seminars
Plant City turf seminar had the biggest 
record of $302 raffle tickets sold. Thank 
you for the donations to the Florida 
Turf Research Foundation for research, 
scholarships and the benevolence fund.

FTGA Membership Drive Reminder
The deadline to join or renew your FTGA 
membership is April 1. It’s easy to 
complete the process online. Visit www.
ftga.org and  then select Membership from 
the top menu.

Confused About Fertilizer 
Ordinances?
The University of Florida has launched a 
web app and a mobile app that requires 
no download. It is not a typical app; 
rather it is an optimized version of the 
web app. For $9.99 a year, the app 
displays the ordinances and is interactive. 
Registration is limited to one person on 
multiple devices. You can still use the 
app to determine which counties and 
municipalities have ordinances without 
registering and paying the fee. For more 
information, visit https://bit.ly/2NMRKlk.

Welcome New Members 
Ansel Davis, Ted Conner Landscaping

David Dore-Smith, Copperleaf Golf Club

Carl Frost, Kai-Kai Farm

Ryan Herren, Deer Creek Golf and 
Country Club

McKinley Jenkins, City of Ocoee

Geoff Johansen, Harrell’s LLC

Kenneth Lott, Cape Coral Parks and 
Recreation

Eric McLamore, City of Fort Lauderdale

Jim Moore, Jupiter Country Club

Steven Murray, McCall Service Inc.

Molly Rowlandson, Trimax Mowing Systems

Michael Scott, Polo Club of Boca Raton

LeAnn Stern, Boca Bay Master Association

David Vincent, Vincent and Sons 
Landscaping

Christina Weimer

A special thank-you to renewing members 
for your dedication to the association and the 
turfgrass industry.

http://www.ftga.org
http://www.floridaturf.com/events
http://www.ftga.org
http://www.ftga.org
https://bit.ly/2NMRKlk
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Made in USA 
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FOR THE UPCOMING 
CONFERENCE & SHOWS
Omni ChampionsGate
August 12–14, 2019

World Golf Village
September 14–16, 2020

Omni ChampionsGate
August 16–18, 2021
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Ryan McKuhen
RMcKuhen@king-ranch.com
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