Librarians use their expertise to create collections that
meet the needs of their entire commanity. Once books are
contained within a library’s collection, they cannot be
removed simply because someone dislikes them.

If books are removed outside of an approved policy and
procedure, this may violate your constitutional rights.

Librarians, patrons, and students are profected by the
First Amendment and may advocate for their rights fo
read.

“If petitioners intend by their removal decision to deny respondents
access to ideas with which petitioners disagreed, and if this intent
was the decisive factor in petitioners’ decision,...then petitioners have
exercised their discretion in violation of the Constitution.”

—BD. OF EDUC. V. PICO, 457 U.S. 853, 871 (1982).
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Our public libraries provide all members of

a community with opportunities to seek
information that they want and need. They
are vital lifelines that ensure opportanities for
education, enterftainment, and engagement.

People of all ages can:

* Browse the shelves to find and check out books

e Read books. newspapers and magazines

e Research job or housing opportunities

o Seek opposing viewpoints on controversial topics as
reflected in the media

* \Write a research paper

 Request professional librarian support for questions
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