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Freedom to Read Foundation
celebrating 4o YEars



“the framers of the bill of rights did not purport to “create” rights. 
rather, they designed the bill of rights to prohibit the government 

from infringing rights and liberties presumed to be preexisting.”

william j. brennan, jr. 


 judith krug believed freedom of expression was sacred. 

it was her life. 
it is her legacy. 

we know judith’s life will be an inspiration as 
you continue to protect the first amendment 

and the people’s right to free expression. 

congratulations to the freedom to read foundation  
on forty wonderful years. 

her loving brothers and sisters:

jay and ilene fingeret
buzz and denise fingeret

howard and shirley katzman
steven and judy pavsner
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On May 31, 2005, the Art Institute of Chicago unveiled 
master plans for the Modern Wing, the museum’s 
newest addition since 1988. The Art Institute chose 
architect Renzo Piano to design the $200-million project 
that, among other things, increases gallery space by 
33 percent and houses new educational facilities. The 
new building is dedicated to the Art Institute’s modern 
and contemporary collections: paintings, sculpture, 
photography, film and video, and architecture.

The striking design of the Modern Wing compliments 
the adjacent Millennium Park and provides another 
masterpiece for Chicago’s architectural reputation. 
The new structure features two-story glass walls on the 
north and south sides of the building that form a 
double-layer envelope of transparent glass. A metallic-
colored, extruded-aluminum sunscreen (dubbed a 
“flying carpet” by Piano), hovers over much of the new 
construction and captures the north light and delivers 
it to the third-floor gallery skylights while gently shading 
the street-level public garden below. A bridge to 
Millennium Park stretches from the western pavilion 
of the new building gracefully and gradually arches north 
into the park. The Modern Wing opened in May 2009.

Renzo Piano is a world-renowned Italian architect 
and recipient of the Pritzker Architecture Prize, 
AIA Gold Medal, and the Sonning Prize. Born 
in Genoa, where he still maintains a home and 
office, Piano was educated and subsequently taught 
at the Politecnico di Milano. From 1965 to 1970 he 
worked with Louis Kahn and with Z. S. Makowsky. 
He worked together with Richard Rogers from 
1971 to 1977; their most famous joint project 
is the Centre Georges Pompidou in Paris (1977). He 
also had a long collaboration with the extraordinary 
engineer Peter Rice. 
 
Select U.S. projects include: Renzo Piano 
Tower I & II, San Francisco, California (2006); 
Whitney Museum of American Art, New York City, 
(2005-); Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum, 
Boston, Massachusetts (2005); Los Angeles County 
Museum of Art (2003); New York Times Building 
on 42nd Street, New York City (2008); Morgan 
Library Expansion (2003-2006) New York City; 
High Museum of Art Expansion (2005) Atlanta, 
Georgia, and the Nasher Sculpture Center, Dallas, 
Texas (2003).

the modern wing
art institute of chicago

Freedom to Read Foundation   celebrating 4O years
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Dinner and Welcome
Burton Joseph
Freedom to Read Foundation Vice President

Greetings
Judith Platt
Freedom to Read Foundation President 
and 
Gretchen Helfrich, former host of Chicago Public Radio’s 
Odyssey: A Daily Talk Show of Ideas
 
Recognition of Honorees

Presentation of Civic Achievement Award to 
McCormick Freedom Museum
by Jim Rettig, American Library Association President
 
Presentation of the William J. Brennan, Jr. Award 
to the late Judith F. Krug 
by Robert M. O’Neil, Thomas Jefferson Center 
for the Protection of Free Expression
 
Presentation of Founder’s Award to the late Judith F. Krug
by Judy Blume, author
 
Featured Speaker
Scott Turow, attorney and author

Closing Remarks
James G. Neal
Freedom to Read Foundation Treasurer

12 July 2009
The Modern Wing
Art Institute of Chicago

Freedom to Read Foundation
4oth Anniversary Gala
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Freedom to Read 
Foundation 
Board of Trustees

Judith Platt
President
 
Burton Joseph
Vice President
 
James G. Neal
Treasurer
 
Deborah Caldwell-Stone
Acting Secretary and 
Executive Director
 
Directors
Bernadine Abbott Hoduski
Therese G. Bigelow
Robert P. Doyle
Carrie Gardner
John K. Horany
Barbara M. Jones
Pamela R. Klipsch
Kenton L. Oliver
 
Ex Officio Members
Camila A. Alire
J. Douglas Archer
Keith Michael Fiels
Jim Rettig
 
General Counsel
Theresa Chmara
 

4oth 
Anniversary 
Committee

Robert P. Doyle
Burton Joseph
Co-chairs

Peggy Barber
Teresa Basso Gold
John K. Horany
E. Herbert Krug
Barbara Macikas
Judith Platt
Cyndi Robinson
Evelyn Shaevel

Honorary Committee 
Members
Jerry Berman
John W. Berry
Judy Blume
Leslie Burger
Colleen Connell
Robert Corn-Revere
Mary A. Dempsey
Richard M. Dougherty
Chris Finan
Barbara J. Ford
Leslie Harris
Robie H. Harris
Christie Ann Hefner
Deborah L. Jacobs
Nancy Kranich
Sarah Ann Long

Beverly P. Lynch
Marilyn Miller
R. Kathleen Molz
Candace D. Morgan
Sara Paretsky
June Pinnell-Stephens
Mary Hutchings Reed
Jim Rettig
Loriene Roy
Janice D. Schakowsky
C. James Schmidt
Patricia Schroeder
Patricia Glass Schuman
Brooke Sheldon
Paul M. Smith
Ann K. Symons
Lucille C. Thomas
Betty J. Turock
Robert Wedgeworth
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Honorees

Judith F. Krug
in memoriam 

McCormick Freedom Museum

Freedom to Read Foundation   celebrating 4O years
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No person is more closely identified with libraries 
and the cause of intellectual freedom than Judith F. Krug, 
director of the American Library Association’s Office 
for Intellectual Freedom since it was founded in 1967.
	 During that time, Krug helped to found the Freedom 
to Read Foundation and served as its executive director 
since 1969. In 1982, she helped to create Banned Books 
Week, now an annual event.
	 In an April 14, 2009, editorial about Judith Krug, the 
New York Times noted the large role librarians play in 
our democracy, facilitating access to information 
and ideas and promoting and protecting a precious 
First Amendment right: the freedom to read.
	 “No one took that role more seriously. . . . Defending 
the freedom to read from damaging assaults by 
censors in and out of government was her life’s work.” 
The New York Times noted that Krug explained that 
the role of librarians is to bring people and information 
together. “We do this by making sure libraries have 
information and ideas across the spectrum of social 
and political thought, so people can choose what they 
want to read or view or listen to. Some users find 
materials in their local library collection untrue, offensive, 
harmful or even dangerous. But libraries serve the 
information needs of all people in the community—
not just the loudest, not just the most powerful, not 
even just the majority. Libraries serve everyone.”
	 The New York Times also noted that Krug “assisted 
countless local librarians and library trustees dealing with 
objections to library materials. She waged principled legal 
battles challenging both book and Internet censorship in 
libraries all the way to the Supreme Court. She stood up

against an insidious portion of the 2001 USA PATRIOT 
Act that allowed government officials broad access to 
confidential library records and to secretly monitor what 
people read.
	 “She found reassurance in the perennial appearance 
of works like J. D. Salinger’s Catcher in the Rye and John 
Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men. . . ‘ That means censors, real, 
and would-be, are not making the headway they think 
they are,’ she said. ‘Books that matter are still in libraries.’”
	 The University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign cited 
her for the honorary degree of Doctor of Humane Letters, 
stating: “Judith Fingeret Krug, advisor, author, public 
servant. You are a remarkable leader in the struggle 
to educate the public concerning the right to the free 
expression of ideas. . . you have been an 
unwavering supporter for writers, teachers, librarians, 
and, above all, students. . . you work relentlessly to 
ensure the public’s right to know. . . your legacy is your 
lifetime of passionate commitment, advocacy, and 
affirmative actions to protect the Constitutional rights of 
citizens granted under the First Amendment.” 
	 Judith loved her friends. She loved her profession 
and her staff. She loved her colleagues and the many 
board members of countless organizations. All enabled 
her to make a difference every day.
	 Krug was honored as the recipient of many respected 
awards over the years, the most recent being the 
William J. Brennan, Jr. Award, presented by the Thomas 
Jefferson Center for the Protection of Free Expression, 
and the Founder’s Award, presented by the Freedom 
to Read Foundation.
continued on page 7 

Judith F. Krug
in memoriam
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Here is a sampling of highlights and honors of 
Judith F. Krug’s career:

l	 Vice President of the Phi Beta Kappa Society
l	 Chair of the Board of Directors of the Center for 	 	
	 Democracy and Technology
l	 Chair of Media Coalition
l	 Vice-chair of the Internet Education Foundation
l	 Advisory Board of GetNetWise
l	 Board of Directors of the Fund for Free Expression
l	 Board of Directors of the Illinois Division of the 
	 American Civil Liberties Union
l	 Member, American Bar Association’s Commission on 	
	 Public Understanding About the Law
l	 Advisory Council of the Illinois State Justice Commission
l	 Irita Van Doren Award, presented by the American 		
	 Booksellers Association
l	 Harry Kalven Freedom of Expression Award, presented 	
	 by the American Civil Liberties Union to the Office 
	 for Intellectual Freedom of the American Library 
	 Association

l	 Robert B. Downs Award for outstanding 
	 contribution to the cause of intellectual freedom 
	 in libraries	
l	 Carl Sandburg “Freedom to Read” Award, presented by 	
	 the Friends of the Chicago Public Library
l	 Open Book Award, presented by the Minnesota Civil 	
	 Liberties Union
l	 President’s Award of the Minnesota Civil 
	 Liberties Union
l	 Intellectual Freedom Award of the Illinois 
	 Library Association
l	 Ohio Educational Library Media Association/SIRS 	 	
	 Award for Intellectual Freedom
l	 Freedom to Read Foundation Roll of Honor Award
l	 Joseph W. Lippincott Award for distinguished service 
to 	the library profession
l	 ALA Honorary Membership 

In 2005, Krug received an honorary doctorate, 
Doctor of Humane Letters, from the University of Illinois 
at Urbana-Champaign. 
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What is free speech? How is it limited? Where does 
freedom come from? Can I read anything I want to? Can 
I dress the way I want to? These are the questions that 
the McCormick Freedom Museum and its program have 
been asking over the past three years. 
	 In 2005 as part of the 50th anniversary of the 
founding of the McCormick Foundation, which was 
established upon the death of Colonel Robert 
McCormick, longtime editor and publisher of the 
Chicago Tribune, the foundation announced that it
would combine the three passions of Colonel McCormick 
(the First Amendment, civic engagement and a love 
of Chicago), by building the McCormick Freedom 
Museum in his beloved Tribune Tower. The Freedom 
Museum would be dedicated to educating its 
visitors through the use of interactive technology and 
contemporary stories about the importance of the 
First Amendment and the role it plays in defining and 
enabling the ongoing struggle for freedom.
	 The Freedom Museum was unveiled to the public 
in April 2006 as the first museum dedicated to the 
struggle for freedom and the importance of the First 
Amendment. With a focus on the five freedoms in the 
First Amendment—religion, speech, press, assembly, and 
petition—the museum’s mission is to actively engage 
citizens of all ages in dialogue regarding freedom and 
the First Amendment.

	 The Freedom Museum has done this with great success, 
through challenging exhibits, hosting hundreds of school 
visits, and offering a diverse series of public programs—
from annual Supreme Court reviews with professors Geoffrey 
Stone and Richard Epstein of the University of Chicago 
Law School, to speakers like John Seigenthaler, George 
McGovern, and Nobel Peace Prize Recipient Wangari 
Maathai. Each year the museum sponsors a national student 
expression contest, Seen & Heard, during which high school 
students can express their thoughts on contemporary social, 
political, or economic issues using four media outlets: 
editorial cartoons, film, photojournalism, and digital design. 
Partnering with ALA in 2007 and 2008, the museum hosted 
the Banned Books Week Readout on Michigan Avenue—
featuring “banned” authors Judy Blume, Lois Lowry, Phyllis 
Reynolds Naylor, Lauren Myracle, Justin Richardson, 
Peter Parnell, and many others who read from their books 
and talked about the challenges of censorship.
	 In March 2009, the Freedom Museum transitioned from 
a physical museum on Michigan Avenue to an extensive 
outreach program that will take the museum’s educational 
and inspirational message on the road to reach even more 
students and citizens of all ages. The museum’s new outreach 
model includes expanding its public programs to reach 
a wider and more diverse audience, continuing to inspire 
citizens, especially students, to understand, value, and 
protect their First Amendment rights. 

McCormick Freedom Museum
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Silver Sponsor
American Library Association President Jim Rettig
Center for Democracy and Technology
McCormick Foundation

Bronze Sponsor
American Library Association Publishing Department
Mary A. Dempsey and Philip H. Corboy
Robert P. Doyle
John K. Horany, P.C.
Hugh M. Hefner Foundation
The Family of Judith F. Krug

Table Sponsors
American Library Association Executive Board
American Library Association Legacy Society
American Library Association Washington Office
Association of American Publishers
Francis J. Buckley
Fred and Beth Cate
Robert P. Doyle
Peggy Hamil
Homewood, Illinois Public Library & Friends of the Library
Illinois Library Association
Intellectual Freedom Round Table
Burton Joseph
Kentucky Library Association
Paul Kobasa
The Family of Judith F. Krug
Patricia Martin
The Moonbats
North Suburban Library System
Dr. William R. and Mary Hutchings Reed
Patricia Glass Schuman and Ann K. Symons
Evelyn Shaevel
World Book, Inc.

Sponsors



10

Freedom to Read Foundation   celebrating 4O years

The First Amendment to the United States Constitution 
guarantees all individuals the right to express their 
ideas without governmental interference and to read 
and listen to the ideas of others. The Freedom to Read 
Foundation was established to promote and defend 
this right; to foster libraries as institutions wherein every 
individual’s First Amendment freedoms are fulfilled; 
and to support the right of libraries to include in their 
collections and make available any work that which 
they may legally acquire.
	 The organization of the foundation in 1969 was the 
American Library Association’s response to the interest of 
its members in having adequate means to support 
and defend librarians whose positions are jeopardized 
because of their resistance to abridgments of the First 
Amendment; and to set legal precedent for the freedom 
to read on behalf of all the people.

Foundation Activities
The foundation’s charter lists four purposes:

l	 Promoting and protecting the freedom of speech 
	 and of the press;
l	 Protecting the public’s right of access to information 	
	 and materials stored in the nation’s libraries;
l	 Safeguarding libraries’ right to disseminate all 
	 materials contained in their collections; and
l	 Supporting libraries and librarians in their defense of 	
	 First Amendment rights by supplying them with legal 	
	 counsel or the means to secure it.

The foundation’s work has been divided into two 
primary activities:

l	 The allocation and disbursement of grants to 
	 individuals and groups primarily for the purpose of 	
	 aiding them in litigation;

l	 Direct participation in litigation dealing with freedom 	
	 of speech and of the press.

The foundation is devoted to the principle that the 
solution to offensive speech is more speech, and that the 
suppression of speech on the grounds that it gives 
offense to some infringes on the rights of all to a free, 
open, and robust marketplace of ideas.

Support and Assistance
Through the provision of financial and legal assistance 
to libraries and librarians, the foundation attempts to 
eliminate the difficult choice between practical expediency 
and principle in the selection and distribution of library 
materials. Persons committed to defending the freedom to 
read should be given an assurance that their commitment 
will not result in legal convictions, financial loss, or 
personal damage.
	 Through its ongoing resistance to repressive legislation, 
the foundation benefits all members of the library profes-
sion. Laws such as obscenity statutes can be significantly 
dangerous to individuals and institutions, for they may 
permit, and even encourage, prosecution of non-commer-
cial interests which have neither the incentive nor the 
resources to defend the propriety of individual works.
	 Librarians should not be vulnerable to prosecution for 
disseminating works, which the First Amendment entitles 
their patrons to receive. The denial of the basic rights 
of library patrons through censorship is not consistent 
with the philosophical basis of the library profession. 
The choice between censorship and criminal punishment 
is inimical to the concept of intellectual freedom 
and a derogation of the responsibilities of librarians. The 
foundation will challenge the constitutionality of those 
laws, which can inhibit librarians from including in their 
collections and disseminating to the public any work, 
which has not previously been declared illegal.

Freedom to Read Foundation’s Origin
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The Freedom to Read Foundation has been involved 
in approximately 200 court cases in fulfillment of its 
mission. One example per decade follows:

1970s
The foundation’s first major action was a 1970 grant to 
assist Joan Bodger, who was director of children’s services 
at the Missouri State Library. After the University of Missouri 
removed issues of underground newspapers from the stu-
dent union, Bodger wrote a letter to her local newspaper 
protesting the action. She was subsequently fired. 
An ALA Intellectual Freedom Committee fact-finding 
report vindicated Bodger and condemned the dismissal.

1980s
The foundation often lends support to cases by filing 
amicus curiae (“friend of the court”) briefs, as in the case 
of Board of Education, Island Trees Union Free School 
District No. 26 v. Pico, 457 U.S. 853 (1982). The foundation, 
along with the New York Library Association, the Long 
Island School Media Association, the Nassau County 
Library Association, the Suffolk County Library Association, 
and the Suffolk School Media Association, supported 
student Steven Pico’s challenge to the constitutionality 
of the Island Trees Union Free School Board’s removal of 
nine titles from the district’s high school and junior high 
school libraries. The nine titles removed contrary to 
recommendations of a committee of parents and school 
staff were: Soul on Ice, A Hero Ain’t Nothing But a Sandwich, 
The Fixer, Go Ask Alice, Slaughterhouse-Five, The Best Short 
Stories by Negro Writers, Black Boy, Laughing Boy, and 
The Naked Ape. In support of its actions, the board said 
such books were “anti-American, anti-Christian, anti-Se-
mitic, and just plain filthy.” Pico brought suit in federal 
district court challenging the board’s decision to remove 
the books. Although school boards have a vested interest 
in promoting respect for social, moral, and political 

community values, their discretionary power is secondary to 
the transcendent imperatives of the First Amendment. The 
U.S. Supreme Court, in a 5-to-4 decision, held that as centers 
for voluntary inquiry and the dissemination of information 
and ideas, school libraries enjoy a special affinity with the 
rights of free speech and press. Therefore, the board could 
not restrict the availability of books in its libraries simply 
because its members disagreed with the ideas or content.

1990s
American Library Association v. United States Department of 
Justice (decided sub nom Reno v. ACLU), 521 U.S. 844 (1997), 
challenging the Communications Decency Act, resulted in 
the 1997 decision by the U.S. Supreme Court striking down 
the Communications Decency Act of 1996 by a vote of 9-0. 
The decision is regarded as the “birth certificate of the 
Internet.” The Court held that speech on the Internet is 
entitled to the highest level of First Amendment protection, 
similar to the protection granted to books and newspapers. 
Noted First Amendment Attorney Bruce Ennis of the 
Washington, D.C., office of Jenner & Block took the lead 
on the case for the foundation, which was joined by 
the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU).

2000s
In John Doe, Inc., John Doe, and American Civil Liberties 
Union v. Mukasey, et al., 549 F.3d 861 (2d Cir. 2008), the 
foundation supported the ACLU by filing amicus briefs in 
this Second Circuit Court of Appeals case which placed 
some limits on the government’s ability to impose a gag 
order against the recipient of a National Security Letter 
to obtain information and gives courts the opportunity 
to determine whether government restrictions on speech 
are justified, instead of allowing the FBI to make that 
decision unilaterally. The Second Circuit opinion became 
final in May 2009 when the Obama administration 
declined to seek U.S. Supreme Court review. 

Significant Freedom to Read 
Foundation Cases
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The Freedom to Read Foundation Roll of Honor 
was established in 1987 to recognize and honor those 
individuals who have contributed substantially to 
the Foundation through adherence to its principles and/
or substantial monetary support.
 
1988	 Everett T. Moore and Sidney Sheldon
1989	 Alex P. Allain and Jeanne Layton
1990	 William D. North and Russell Shank
1991	 Judy Blume and Carrie C. Robinson
1992	 Eleanor and Elliot Goldstein and R. Kathleen Molz
1993	 Lillian M. Bradshaw and Jerry A. Thrasher
1994	 The Partnership of the School Board, 
	 	 Superintendent, and librarians of the Juneau, 
	 	 Alaska, School District, and Frank Zappa
1995	 J. Dennis Day and Judith F. Krug
1996	 Gordon M. Conable
1997	 Bruce J. Ennis
1998	 Dorothy M. Broderick
1999	 Charles L. Levendosky
2000	 Emily Wheelock Reed
2001	 Carolyn Forsman and John K. Horany
2002	 Joyce Meskis and Candace D. Morgan
2003	 Theresa Chmara
2004	 June Pinnell-Stephens
2005	 David Cohen
2006	 Carolyn Caywood
2007	 Lucille C. Thomas
2008	 Burton Joseph
2009	 Robert P. Doyle
 

Gordon M. Conable Memorial Fund and Scholarship
Following his sudden death in 2005, the Freedom to 
Read Foundation established a fund in Gordon Conable’s 
name, which will be used to advance the causes to which 
he was most devoted and for which he worked most 
passionately. His wife, Irene, asked that any gifts in 
Gordon’s name be directed to this fund.
 
In 2008, the FTRF Trustees created the Gordon M. Conable 
Scholarship. Recipients of the scholarship receive 
registration, transportation, housing, and a per diem for 
attendance at the ALA Annual Conference.
 
2008	 Jason McGill
2009	 Amanda Sharpe
 
 
 

Freedom to Read Foundation 
Roll of Honor and conable scholarship
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Freedom to Read Foundation 
presidents and staff

Freedom to Read Foundation Presidents
1969-1974	 Alex P. Allain
1974-1977	 Richard L. Darling
1977-1979	 R. Kathleen Molz
1979-1981	 Florence McMullin
1981-1984	 William D. North
1984-1985	 Ella G. Yates
1985-1986	 Lee B. Brawner
1986-1987	 J. Dennis Day
1987-1988	 Judith A. Sessions
1988-1990	 Robert S. Peck
1990-1992	 C. James Schmidt
1992-1995	 Gordon M. Conable
1995-1998	 June Pinnell-Stephens
1998-2001	 Candace D. Morgan
2001-2005	 Gordon M. Conable
2005-2007	 John W. Berry
2007-2009	 Judith Platt

Freedom to Read Foundation 
Staff Members
Deborah Caldwell-Stone
Acting Secretary and Executive Director
 
Jonathan Kelley
Program Coordinator
 
Office for Intellectual Freedom 
Staff Members
Deborah Caldwell-Stone
Acting Director
 
Angela Maycock
Assistant Director
 
Nanette Perez
Program Officer
 
Jonathan Kelley
Program Coordinator
 
Jen Hammond
Program Coordinator
 
Bryan Campbell
Administrative Assistant

Freedom to Read Foundation
50 E. Huron Street
Chicago, Illinois 60611
Telephone: 312 280 4226
Fax: 312 280 4227
Email: ftrf@ala.org
www.ftrf.org
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My Hero 


Everybody has a hero, whether it is someone you live with or someone that 
did something special that you like about him or her. I know I do and this 

person is my Grandma. She is the best, she loves us all, and her job is awesome! 

My Grandma is the best and she is also very kind. If I have a problem or something 
that is very exciting to me, she is always there and listening even when it’s over 
the phone. She will ask questions and will always understand me. For example, 

the other weekend I had a skating competition and she loved hearing about it. 

She also loves everybody, including my 3 cousins, my sister, and me. She always 
talks about us even if it is during work, to friends, and even to us she talks about 
one another and this makes me happy and it lets me know that she knows that I 
am special. One time I went to work with her and somebody that works with her 

came up to me and said, “Hi” and “oh, your Grandma talks so much about you!”. 

The last and best thing about her is her job. Her job is to let people have their 
freedom for the books they read. I think this is really cool because when 

people say, ‘oh you can not read that book’ she lets other people know, ‘oh yes 
they can!’ This is because she fights for books. Some people banned books and 

she helps people so books are not banned and can stay in libraries for anybody 
to read. Also I get to meet a few authors and then they sign my books. 

So maybe this makes you think about a hero in your life like my Grandma and how 
she is the best, she loves us all, and her job is awesome. Hope it does and tell that 
person “you are my hero” and tell them why, they will feel special and very happy. 

By Jessica Florence Krug, age 11

We are SO proud of “Our” Hero and we will miss her immensely.
 Steven, Denise, Jessica and Sydney
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
The members of the 

American Library Association

salute and thank the

Freedom to Read Foundation

for its 40 years of tireless work

to preserve freedom of expression

and First Amendment rights.

Jim Rettig, president
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17Committed to Serve. 
Children, Communities
 and Country.

The McCormick Foundation 
would like to thank the  
Freedom to Read Foundation 
for honoring the McCormick 
Freedom Museum with the 
2009 Civic Achievement Award. 
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Tonight the members and staff of
Media Coalition are proud to honor
Judith Krug for her tireless defense of
intellectual freedom.

She was a founder, a board member, 
a chairperson, a role model but most 
of all she was our friend.

Thank You Judith.

MC28 Benefit Ad  6/4/09  2:49 PM  Page 1
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B

R1GHTS
t h e  h u g h  m .  h e f n e r  f o u n d a t i o n 

s a l u t e s  t h e

f r e e d o m  t o  r e a d  f o u n d at i o n ,

J u d i t h  F.  K r u g ,
a n d  t h e

M c c o r M i c K  F r e e d o M  M u s e u M
f o r  p r o m o t i n g  a n d  d e f e n d i n g

t h e  f i r s t  a m e n d m e n t

★ c o m e  f i r s t ★
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Judith was an ardent supporter and 

a good friend of GSLIS. As we 

reflect upon her life and her legacy, we 

celebrate her unwavering commitment 

to intellectual freedom.

 We were able to honor Judith for her 

work twice. Once in 1978, when the 

GSLIS faculty awarded Judith the Robert 

B. Downs Intellectual Freedom Award 

and again in 2005, when Judith was 

awarded an honorary Doctor of Humane 

Letters from the University of Illinois. 

 In his 2005 remarks, Dean John 

Unsworth called Judith an “unwavering 

supporter of writers, teachers, librarians, 

and above all, students.” Judith touched 

not only these people, but countless 

more around the world.

Judith’s friendship will be truly missed.

Honoring a Lifetime of  
Passionate Commitment
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The
Phi Beta Kappa

Society

- The Phi Beta Kappa Society
stands for freedom of inquiry
and expression, disciplinary
rigor, breadth of intellectual
perspective, the cultivation of
skills of deliberation and ethical
reflection, the pursuit of wisdom,
and the application of the fruits
of scholarship and research in
practical life. 

Since its founding in 1776,
FBK has recognized that the
freedom to read and to share
ideas is essential to democracy
and to the preservation of a free
society. We champion these
values in the confidence that a
world influenced by them will be
a more just and peaceful world. 

Judith Krug championed
these values with unswerving
determination and grace. Her
influence and vision as FBK Vice
President are greatly missed.

“Love of learning is the guide of life.”
www.pbk.org
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AN UNWAVERING BELIEF  

IN THE POWER OF A FREE MIND

AN UNYIELDING DEDICATION TO THE 

RIGHT TO SPEAK FREELY  

THESE WERE JUDITH KRUG’S  

GIFTS TO US 


ON THE OCCASION OF THE

FREEDOM TO READ FOUNDATION’S  

40TH ANNIVERSARY

WE RE-DEDICATE OURSELVES 

TO PRESERVING THAT LEGACY FOR   

ALL THE GENERATIONS TO COME

WITH GRATITUDE AND LOVE

JUDY AND MICHAEL PLATT

THE ASSOCIATION OF  

AMERICAN PUBLISHERS

JOINS IN HONORING THE  

FREEDOM TO READ FOUNDATION

ON ITS 40TH ANNIVERSARY

AND CELEBRATES THE PARTNERSHIP  

OF PUBLISHERS AND LIBRARIANS  

IN DEFENDING THE RIGHT  

TO READ FREELY
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“Liberty lives in the hearts of men and women;
when it dies there, no constitution, no law, 
no court can save it.” —Learned Hand, 1944

Thank you, Judith, for inspiring 
our love for free speech.

AMERICAN BOOKSELLERS ASSOCIATION

AMERICAN BOOKSELLERS FOUNDATION FOR FREE EXPRESSION

Benefit Ad 2  5/13/09  1:59 PM  Page 1
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Congratulations On Your 40 Years!

920-484-3348
www.spiweb.com

40 years:Layout 1 6/1/09 2:24 PM Page 1
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The Arizona Library Association 

honors the memory of  

Judith F. Krug  

and congratulates the  

Freedom to Read Foundation  

for 40 years of  

defending our right to read.

 
In Memory of  

 
Judith Krug 

 
For her decades  

of service  
protecting the  
Right to Read 

 
Arkansas Library Association 
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
THOUGH THE LIGHTS HAVE DIMMED ON THE PUBLIC’S 
RIGHT TO KNOW WITH THE DEPARTURE OF OUR DEAR 
SISTER JUDITH F. KRUG, WE ARE CONFIDENT THAT THE 

FREEDOM TO READ FOUNDATION WILL CONTINUE 
TO UPHOLD THE PRINCIPLES SHE HELD SO DEAR AND 

DEFEND THE FREEDOMS THAT ENRICH OUR LIVES. 

CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR 40TH ANNIVERSARY!

ROBERT AND C.K. WEDGEWORTH
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Happy Birthday to  
the Freedom to Read Foundation

40 Years of Protecting  
the Right to Read

From

The Wisconsin Library Association

The Wisconsin Educational Media & 
Technology Association

TeachingBooks.net

In memory of 
Judith Krug

Honoring her 
accomplishments


 Mr. & Mrs.  

Harvey Saltzman

In Memoriam:  
Judith F. Krug


 “There is no frigate  
like a book,” and you 

worked tirelessly  
so all could sail.

 Harriet and Robert 
Rosenman

In Memory of Judith Krug

Celebrating the Freedom 
to Read
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We honor our dear beloved 

cousin Judith Krug, who 

fought for all of us  

to preserve our right to 

choose what to read  

and voice our opinions.

She truly did something  

important in every sense  

of the word every day  

of her life.

We love and miss her  

and know that  

her spirit lives on.

The Fischoffs


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make

More
connections

OCLC congratulates the Freedom to Read 
Foundation on its 40th anniversary
OCLC solutions make it possible for libraries 
to acquire, catalog, share and preserve their 
collections. And through library cooperation, 
OCLC connects people to knowledge.

Learn more in Booth 3923 at ALA.

www.oclc.org
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Judith Krug was the consummate indefatigable defender of intellectual 
freedom.  In doing so she set the bar high for those of us working in 
school library media centers, public libraries, and academic libraries 
across the country.  As a school media specialist, and as a former member 
of ALA's IFC, I watched, listened, and learned from a master who lived 
and breathed the concepts of the freedom to read, view, and listen to 
information in all formats and of opposing viewpoints, and challenged 
those who would not honor those freedoms. Judith's tenacity in 
promoting First Amendment rights created environments of free 
expression of thought and enabled hundreds of thousands of students 
and adults to become responsible citizens because of their access to 
ideas and ideals of a democratic society.  Judith will be missed but she 
has left us with an important legacy of intellectual freedoms. 

— Harriet Selverstone  •
 
In memory of Judith Krug, a great champion of freedom.

— Daniel Cedarbaum  •
 
As a true pioneer of privacy and free speech rights, Judith Krug’s passion and 
dedicated leadership brought more awareness and more involvement to 
the issue and established a culture of people who continue to support and 
defend fundamental Constitutional rights. Working tirelessly with the ALA 
Washington Office, Judith was a major part of countless civil liberties battles 
in our nation’s capital. 

— ALA Washington Office  •
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Congratulations to Burt Joseph! We know how important this  
work is to you.

— Doris & Larry Ashkin  •

With treasured memories over many years with FTRF, IFC, IFRT, and the 
Merritt Fund, a fond adieu expresses my honor and gratitude to a true 
champion of intellectual freedom and grace.

— Virginia B. (Ginny) Moore  •
 
Congratulations to the FTRF on 40 years of work to protect the 
freedom of readers.  Judy Krug, the heart and soul of FTRF, is sadly 
missed, but the cause continues.  Keep up the fight. 

— Paul Smith  •
 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF JUDITH KRUG, OUR UNRELENTING AND 
INDEFATIGABLE LEADER IN THE ONGOING EFFORT TO PROTECT 
INTELLECUTUAL FREEDOM, PRIVACY AND FREE ACCESS. JUDITH SET THE BAR 
HIGH, THEREBY ENCOURAGING THE REST OF US TO AIM HIGH AS WELL. 

— Vivian R. Wynn  •
 

In memory of all that was important to Judy.  

— Lisa Mezzetti  •

The Glencoe Public Library honors the life and service of Judith Krug, 
whose contributions on behalf of intellectual freedom are legendary.  
We look forward to the continued success of the FTRF in supporting 
free expression and access to information.  •
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Congratulations on  
40 Years of Good Works

Let Judith be  
your Guiding Star

In memory of Judith 
Krug, true champion of 
intellectual freedom.
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
A LIFE THAT TOUCHED SO MANY,

LIVES ON FOREVER…

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

JUDITH KRUG

BARBARA AND STANLEY NEIMARK
NEIMARK & ASSOCIATES INC.
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Thanks to the Foundation, the Office for Intellectual Freedom, and the 
support of Judith Krug for continuing to ensure access to information 
for the benefit of traditionally underserved populations and the people 
who serve them in libraries across America!

The Office for Literacy and Outreach Services
An office of the American Library Association

OLOS

www.ala.org/olos                                          www.ala.org/hrdr
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Brussels
Chicago
Dallas
Kansas City
Los Angeles
New York
Phoenix
St. Louis
San Francisco
Short Hills, NJ
Silicon Valley
Washington, DC
Zurich

We salute the
Freedom to Read Foundation
for 40 years of fighting to protect 
our First Amendment rights

www.sonnenschein.com

Sonnenschein Nath & Rosenthal®LLP
800 Lawyers and Other Professionals
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
In memory of Judith Krug, 

with sympathy  
for Herbert Krug.

 Your friends and 
colleagues at the  

America-Israel  
Chamber of Commerce 

Chicago

Congratulations  
on the  

40th Anniversary  
of the  

Freedom to Read 
Foundation!

 In memory of Judith Krug.

 Barbara Immroth


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
The Hesburgh Libraries of 

the University  
of Notre Dame 

expresses its deepest 
appreciation to 
Judith Krug and  
the Freedom to  

Read Foundation 
for their dedicated, 

principled and  
effective defense 

of intellectual freedom 
over the past forty years.

Mesirow Financial congratulates
the Freedom to Read Foundation
for Celebrating 40 Years!

Securities offered through Mesirow Financial, Inc. Member
NYSE, SIPC. Insurance services offered through Mesirow
Insurance Services, Inc. Mesirow Financial refers to Mesirow
Financial Holdings, Inc. and its divisions, subsidiaries and
affiliates. The Mesirow Financial name and logo are regis-
tered service marks of Mesirow Financial Holdings, Inc. ©
2009, Mesirow Financial Holdings, Inc. All rights reserved.

Investment Management | Investment Services | Insurance Services

Investment Banking | Consulting | Real Estate

www.mesirowfinancial.com
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Common Ground. Uncommon Vision.

www.quarles.com

Common Ground. Uncommon Vision.

Congratulations to the McCormick Freedom Museum

At Quarles & Brady, we believe it’s important to give back to our communities. We get involved at the local 

level to fully understand and address the unique needs of our cherished causes. We call it Uncommon 

Vision—a focused approach to business and an unwavering commitment to community outreach.

The attorneys and staff of Quarles & Brady join the Freedom to Read Foundation in honoring the McCormick 

Freedom Museum for its outstanding educational programs and commitment to help individuals better 

understand their freedoms and the unique role the First Amendment plays in protecting them.

To learn more about Quarles & Brady's

commitment to the community, please visit

www.quarles.com/About/ProBono
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In fond memory of Judith Krug

Champion of free expression
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
The Evanston Public Library
congratulates the Freedom 

to Read Foundation 
on its 40th anniversary 
and celebrates Judith 

Krug’s leadership, support 
and inspiration for 
readers everywhere.

In loving memory of  
Judith Krug


Michael Schulson  

& Family
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CHICAGO OFFICE  |  312.787.7667

MERGEWORLD.COM

CREATIVE DESIGN + WEB DEVELOPMENT

INFO@MERGEWORLD.COM

Congratulations to the 
McCormick Freedom Museum 

Using design and messaging to  
help organizations tell their stories.

www.meta4design.com

Congratulations
McCormick
Freedom  
Museum
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With great appreciation 
for Judith’s enormous 

contributions


 From Joyce  

and her  
Tattered Cover friends

In tribute 
to the memory of 

Judith Krug 
and to her passion 
and vision for the 

Freedom to Read Foundation
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 “Well, don’t look, sweetie.  
It’s none of your business.  

Avert your eyes.”
-Judith Krug


She was our model for integrity and principle. 
She taught us that no battle was too difficult. 

We are her family, as are you. 

Congratulations to  
the Freedom to Read Foundation  

on 40 remarkable years. 

With love,
Judy’s nieces and nephews
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The Alaska Library Association  
applauds the remarkable  

achievements of  
Judith F. Krug  

on this 40th anniversary of the  
Freedom to Read Foundation.

Judith’s vision and leadership established an 
organization that has supplied legal support 
and training for libraries and library users 

across the country, including Alaska.

The Freedom to Read Foundation has  
been instrumental in fighting legal battles 
critical for libraries and for the bedrock  

1st Amendment rights of all.

Thank you!

John K. Horany 
congratulates the  
Freedom to Read 

Foundation on its  
40th anniversary and 
mourns the loss of  

Judith F. Krug, a true 
champion of the 
First Amendment.


John K. Horany , P.C.
3100 Monticello Ave.,  

Ste. 500
Dallas, TX 75205
Ph: 214 884 4960
Fax: 214 884 4965
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www.ala.org/alonline
American Libraries • The Magazine of the American Library Association

PROUD to be a sponsor of the 
40th Anniversary Celebration of 
the Freedom to Read Foundation

PROUD to honor Judith F. Krug, 
un� agging crusader for the 
First Amendment 

PROUD of keeping library and 
information science and technology 
professionals informed for more than 
100 years, in print and online
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Judith Krug believed that no one has the right to tell 
other people what they can or cannot read. When 
asked where libraries should draw the line when 
it comes to stocking controversial material, she 

always had one answer: “The law.” She understood that we 
are a nation living under the rule of law, and that creating, 
enforcing, or overturning the laws of the land is the single 
most important way to safeguard the freedom to read for  
all Americans.

In establishing the Freedom to Read Foundation in 1969, Krug 
based the organization’s mission firmly in the First Amendment: 
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of 
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the 
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a 
redress of grievances.”

3

The First Amendment lost a champion with the April 11 death of the director of 
ALA’s Office for Intellectual Freedom, who fought censorship for 40 years with 
courage, intelligence, and wit. A look back at the career of a library legend. by Leonard Kniffel

Judith Krug1940–20091

2 3

4
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Krug often said that when ALA established OIF in 1967 and put 
her in charge, then–Executive Director David H. Clift sat her down 
and told her to “put that office on the map.” Rallying her BA  
from the University of Pittsburgh (1961), her master’s in library 
science from the University of Chicago (1964), and her natural  
gifts as a writer, speaker, and progressive thinker, she set about to 
do just that.

“From time to time, and especially in periods of great stress or 
social upheaval, a variety of real or imagined evils have been 
attributed to the reading of obscene and pornographic works,” she 
wrote in the April 1968 issue of American Libraries (then called ALA 
Bulletin). “The words ‘obscenity’ and ‘pornography,’ which in 

When Congress did try to make laws “abridging the 
freedom of speech,” her tenacious involvement in court 
battles was the stuff of legend. From the triumphant Supreme 
Court decision that overturned the Communications 
Decency Act in 1997 to the court’s stubborn upholding of the 
Children’s Internet Protection Act in 2003, Judy Krug never 
gave up the fight. Many disagreed with her, but none disre-
spected her.

On April 11, after a long and courageous battle with stomach 
cancer, Krug died as she had lived for 40 years, as the proud 
director of the American Library Association’s Office for 
Intellectual Freedom (OIF), still leading the charge, still 
presiding over Banned Books Week last fall, as she had done 
since founding it in 1982.

5

6

8

The Freedom 
to Read

7

5

6

8
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9

10

11

13

14

15

12

themselves cause considerable emotion, are often applied 
indiscriminately to materials containing ideas, acts, and words 
which one or another group may find reprehensible,” she added, 
setting the stage for placing the American Library Association 
often on the same side of the censorship battle with the likes of 
Hustler magazine’s Larry Flynt and Playboy mogul Hugh Hefner.

A suburban Chicago mom in her private life, Judy Krug was 
no prude, and she understood ALA’s obligation to defend the 
right of Americans to publish and read what she personally 
thought of as “sleaze,” a word she used to describe Madonna’s 
1992 book Sex, which many libraries refused to purchase. Call 
it sleaze she did, but with the caveat that it should be available 

in every public library. Krug understood that 
people have the right to make up their own 
minds, without librarians exercising a kind of prior restraint by 
refusing to buy controversial materials.

Frequently attacked by would-be censors, Krug defended what 
they often called her liberal agenda. She said in an interview in 
the September 1995 issue of American Libraries, “If I have an 
agenda, it is protection of the First Amendment. Libraries in 
this country cannot operate unless we can stand foursquare on 
the First Amendment. And if that becomes a partisan position, 
well, OK, I guess if I have to be partisan I will be partisan on 
behalf of the First Amendment.”

Although she was a liberal Democrat in her personal political 
leanings, Krug was well aware that, as she put it in the same AL 
interview, “Our threats come from across the spectrum of social 
and political thought . . . . We have gone through periods where 
our biggest threats have been from the left of center, where 

16
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17

19

18

20

people have wanted to remove materials that did not portray, for 
instance, minority groups in the way that they thought minority 
groups should be portrayed.” She also believed it was the librar-
ian’s responsibility to listen respectfully to those complaints.

She was speaking from experience. One of her greatest 
challenges as OIF director came in 1977, when she and ALA’s 
Intellectual Freedom Committee produced a film titled The 
Speaker, tackling censorship by telling the story of a library’s 
decision to allow a racist to speak. Designed to serve as a focal 
point for library discussions about the First Amendment, the 
film ironically became a divisive issue at the 1977 ALA Annual 
Conference in Detroit, denounced by  some librarians who 
called it “insulting in its characterization of black people.” 
Then-ALA Executive Director Robert Wedgeworth, her boss at 
the time, calls the moment one of the Association’s most dra-
matic. “It split ALA wide open,” he said, and “there was a lot of 
pressure for me to fire Judith.”

Whatever the arguments in favor of censorship were, Judy 
Krug had the rebuttal. “She was always ready for confrontation,” 
Wedgeworth recalled, “and she was such a good debater she 
could win almost any argument.”

Cooler heads prevailed in the case of The Speaker, said 
Wedgeworth, “but we had underestimated the fact that discus-
sion of race was the one issue that people could not accept with 
respect to the First Amendment.” He noted that “true to her 
convictions, Judith stuck by the film.”

Handling controversy was an innate talent that Judy Krug  
possessed. “She invented what they now call media training,” 
said Art Plotnik, former editor of American Libraries. 

Krug debated the Equal Rights Amendment in Kentucky with 
conservative activist Phyllis Schlafly in 1990, drawing cheers 
from a Berea College crowd for articulating “the librarians’ 
view,” while Schlafly inspired booing. 

Krug refined her communications skills to yet another level 
when dealing with the media frenzy over sexually explicit 
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Memories of Judith Krug,  
intellectual freedom fighter:
	 1.	 Debating a state ban on the film I Am Curious (Yellow)  
		  at a Maryland Library Association meeting, 1969.
	 2.	� Debating the Equal Rights Amendment with Phyllis 		

Schlafly at a 1990 Berea College symposium in Kentucky.
	 3.	 Accepting the Hugh M. Hefner First Amendment Award  
		  from Playboy CEO Christie Hefner and Stanley  
		  Sheinbaum of the ACLU Foundation of Southern  
		  California, 1997.
	 4.	 Hard at work, in an early undated photo circa 1970.
	 5.	 At an Intellectual Freedom Committee meeting durng  
		  the ALA Annual Conference in Dallas, 1971.
	 6.	 Undated screen shot from a Today Show appearance.
	 7.	 Undated photo, circa 1970.
	 8.	 Formal portrait, 2001.
	 9.	 At a conference cocktail reception, 1969.
	10.	 Early photo in her office at ALA, undated.

	11.	 With then–ALA president John W. Berry at a fundraiser  
		  for ALA’s federal lawsuit against the Children’s Internet  
		  Protection Act, 2001.
	12.	 With friend and fellow censorship opponent, the much- 
		  banned author Judy Blume, 2008.
	13.	 Tango lessons at IFLA in Buenos Aires, 2004.
	14.	 Banned Books Read-Out in Chicago, 2007
	15.	 With author and friend Studs Terkel and ALA Executive  
		  Director Keith Michael Fiels, 2002.
	16.	 With lead counsel Bruce Ennis (left) and Bill Burrington  
		  of America Online, explaining why the Communications  
		  Decency Act is unconstitutional, National Press Club, 1996.
	17.	 Banned Books Week Read-Out, Chicago, 2008.
	18.	 Receiving the Lippincott Award, 1998.
	19.	 Freedom to Read Foundation Honor Roll, 1995
	20.	 With members of her staff: Jen Hammond, Nanette  
		  Perez, Jonathan Kelley, Deborah Caldwell-Stone.

material online, a furor that erupted as internet access began 
becoming available in public libraries. 

For Krug, one of the greatest triumphs of her career was the 
Supreme Court ruling that overturned the Communications 
Decency Act. Under her leadership, ALA filed suit in 1996, 
challenging the CDA, a provision of the Telecommunications 
Act that President Clinton had signed into law, as an unconsti-
tutional violation of the free speech rights of adults while failing 
to accomplish its intended purpose of protecting children from 
inappropriate online content.

Perhaps her greatest disappointment was the 2003 Supreme 
Court ruling that the Children’s Internet Protection Act was 
constitutional, ending a battle over internet filtering that cost 
ALA over a million dollars. Adults, the court decided, could ask 
that filters be turned off for unrestricted access and Congress 
could require libraries to install filtering in exchange for 
funding. It was a decision that Krug had fought hard.

“She was a purist, uncompromising,” said Plotnik. “Anyone 
else would have caved with the exceptions people would throw 
at her.” He recalled working many a late night across the hall 
from Krug. “I never remember her turning away a cold call from 
a librarian who needed help,” he said. “She would stay long 
hours to give the most elaborate advice to people calling from 
the field.” 

Krug believed that it was ALA’s role to help libraries set 
standards and create policies. “If I’ve done nothing else in my 
career but convince people that they have to have policy and 
then help them develop good policy, I will have considered my 
career a success,” she said.

Judy Krug famously attributed her open-mindedness to her 
unflappable mother, revealing that at the age of 12 she had 
obtained a sex education book and was reading it under the bed 
covers with a flashlight when her mother suddenly threw back 
the covers and asked what she was doing. Young Judith shyly 
held up the book. “For God’s sake,” her mother said, “turn on 
your bedroom light so you don’t hurt your eyes.”

But Judith Krug wasn’t doing her job just for librarians; she 
was doing it for her country, and for the rights and privileges 
her children and grandchildren enjoy as Americans. From the 
beginning of her career as a librarian, she thought big, and she 
inspired countless librarians to do likewise. She shattered the 
image of libraries as the benign sanctuary of the meek, and 
she forever altered the image of  librarians, from bespectacled 
guardians of the respectable to articulate and unyielding 
defenders of the freedom to read.  z
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LET US RAISE A GLASS TO JUDITH KRUG
DEFENDER OF THE FREEDOM TO READ

TO LISTEN, AND TO WATCH

DRUM ROLL, PLEASE:

1967: Hair opens at the Public Theatre, former home of a free library in New York City.  
First “Summer of Love” in San Francisco. ALA establishes the Office for Intellectual Freedom; 
Judith Krug, age 27, is named Director.

1968: Columbia University riots, students take over Low Library. Second “Summer of Love.”

1969: Stonewall riots in June. Easy Rider opens in July. Woodstock in August.  
BUGLE WAKE UP CALL: ALA establishes the Freedom to Read Foundation as its legal arm; 
appoints Judith Krug as Executive Director.

FOR THE NEXT FORTY YEARS Mrs. Krug used her position to counter, in the courts and many 
other ways, all those entities, local, state, and national, that tried to turn back the changes 
that the countercultural movement of the late 1960s had brought to the United States, and, 
indeed, to the world.

SMALLER DRUM ROLL:

1967: I join ALA having spent several years as a Young Adult Librarian and then the Book 
Review Specialist in the Branch Library System of The New York Public Library. I had some 
experience in defending “questionable” titles to some less than liberated librarians, and was 
naturally drawn to ALA’s Intellectual Freedom Committee, and its Advisor, Judith Krug.  
It was not long before I was a member of the Committee, and then, some time later, a Board 
member of the Freedom to Read Foundation. Watching Judy in action at both IFC and FTRF 
was revelatory. Her knowledge of the law and her passion for defending those who had 
been caught up in the legal system or chose to defend themselves against it was a lesson 
about what it means to be a firm believer in the true meaning of the First Amendment. Be it 
students suing to prevent the removal of books from high school libraries, or bookstore 
owners arrested for displaying “dirty” magazine covers, Judy and the legal counsel with 
whom she worked always stood firmly on the ground that citizens had the right to read, 
watch, or listen to whatever they wished.

THE WORK IS FAR FROM OVER. May the Foundation continue to be inspired by the legacy that 
Judy leaves to us as we go forward into the 21st Century, still defending these freedoms 
wherever we see that they are being undermined or jeopardized 

Richard M. Buck

In loving memory of Mrs. Krug
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Congratulations 
to the 

Freedom to Read Foundation
“Respect comes back to us when we give it; when we let kids know 
we are working to understand their perspectives.”—Chris Crutcher

From the authors and staff of Greenwillow Books

         Greenwillow Books, An Imprint of HarperCollinsPublishers

x

x

x

x
Judy,

The most high power, low 
key woman we knew. She was 
a wonderful wife, daughter, 
sister, mother, grandmother, 
and friend. I learned so much 

from her. Because of Judy I have 
fresh flowers in my house every 
week. We have celebrated all big 
life events with Judy & Herb. We 
will miss Judy very very much.

 

Karen & Ron Berebitsky

Judy Krug's legacy will stand 
throughout the history of the 
American Library Association. 

 Congratulations to the 
Freedom to Read Foundation 

for the many times it supported 
intellectual freedom in this 
nation and across the globe.

Betty Turock  
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The Trustees of the LeRoy C. Merritt Fund are proud 
to salute our sister organization, the Freedom to Read 

Foundation, on the occasion of its 40th Anniversary. 

We fondly remember our founding secretary 
and ultimate champion, Judith Krug.



Providing Assistance to Librarians Facing 
Discrimination or Defending Intellectual Freedom

www.merrittfund.org

Please join us in celebrating the Merritt Fund’s own 
40th anniversary celebration at a special event during 
the 2010 ALA Annual Conference in Washington, DC.
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The Internet Girls series, #3 on the 2008 Most Frequently Challenged Books list.

Lauren Myracle and Amulet Books thank Judith Krug and the Freedom to Read Foundation. 
Good books need defenders, and Judith was a defender extraordinaire . . . and a heck of a 

classy lady to boot. Others will follow in her footsteps, but none will fill her shoes.

        Amulet Books
        An imprint of ABRAMS

We love you, Judith! We miss you!

The Office for Diversity 

and Spectrum Scholars 

celebrate the life and work 

of our friend Judith Krug.
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The Office for 
Intellectual Freedom

honors the life and work of

Judith F. Krug

She blazed a trail with
courage, grace, and passion

that inspires us allthat inspires us all



FREEDOM TO READ FOUNDATION  CELEBRATING 40 YEARS

68

Judy Krug

She Gave Us

HOPE - POWER - ACTION

Through Her Four 
Decades of

COMMITMENT and 
LEADERSHIP

For the  
Freedom to Read

– The Freedom to 
Read Foundation 
Board of Trustees

The Intellectual Freedom 

Round Table congratulates  

the Freedom to Read 

Foundation on its 

40th anniversary and 

deeply mourns the loss 

of Judith F. Krug.



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My Mom
	
	 My Mentor

		  My Confidant

			   My Best Friend

				    My Strength

					     My Love

						      My Inspiration…

I Miss You

M
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In Loving Memory of
 Judith Krug
Champion of 

Intellectual Freedom


 Rabbi Peter and 
Goodie Knobel

And her Friends at Beth 
Emet the Free Synagogue

In memory of our dear 

friend Judy - we miss 

seeing your smiling face 

every Saturday.  You will 

always remain in our 

thoughts & hearts.



Love you,

 Gail & Booie

Saville Flowers
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Censorship
can close the books on you

So much has been written

  So much has been said

The Freedom To Read Foundation has lost its leader

  The Freedom To Read Foundation has lost its head

But its work must continue, it won’t be the same

But leadership is in place — with Board and with Staff

  It’s serious business — with an occasional laugh

Just don’t forget the passion — I was urged to say:

There continues a need to guard  
our wonderful Constitution 

  Especially the First Amendment — Our priceless heritage 

  Libraries and Librarians have learned to rely on the

    FREEDOM TO READ FOUNDATION:

     – For consistency of thought

     – For consistency of action

     – For Support

Congratulations on 40 years of outstanding service

  To the Profession — I am counting on you ALL to protect 

  and enhance Judith’s legacy

Herb Krug  
(pro-bono 40 year fundraiser)
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Free people 
Read freely




