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TITLE 33. INSURANCE
CHAPTER 24. INSURANCE GENERALLY
ARTICLE 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS

0.C.G.A. § 33-24-56.4 (2009)
§ 33-24-56.4. Payment for telemedicine services
(a) This Code section shall be known and may be cited as the "Georgia Telemedicine Act."
(b) As used in this Code section, the term:

(1) "Health benefit policy” means any individual or group plan, policy, or contract for health
care services issued, delivered, issued for delivery, executed, or renewed in this state, including,
but not limited to, those contracts executed by the State of Georgia on behalf of state employees
under Article 1 of Chapter 18 of Title 45, by an insurer.

(2) "Insurer” means an accident and sickness insurer, fraternal benefit society, hospital service
corporation, medical service corporation, health care corporation, health maintenance
organization, preferred provider organization, provider sponsored health care corporation,
managed care entity, or any similar entity authorized to issue contracts under this title or to
provide health benefit policies.

(3) "Telemedicine” means the practice, by a duly licensed physician or other health care
provider acting within the scope of such provider's practice, of health care delivery, diagnosis,
consultation, treatment, or transfer of medical data by means of audio, video, or data
communications which are used during a medical visit with a patient or which are used to
transfer medical data obtained during a medical visit with a patient. Standard telephone,
facsimile transmissions, unsecured electronic mail, or a combination thereof do not constitute
telemedicine services.

(c) Itis the intent of the General Assembly to mitigate geographic discrimination in the delivery
of health care by recognizing the application of and payment for covered medical care provided
by means of telemedicine, provided that such services are provided by a physician or by another
health care practitioner or professional acting within the scope of practice of such health care
practitioner or professional and in accordance with the provisions of Code Section 43-34-31.

(d) On and after July 1, 2005, every health benefit policy that is issued, amended, or renewed



shall include payment for services that are covered under such health benefit policy and are
appropriately provided through telemedicine in accordance with Code Section 43-34-31 and
generally accepted health care practices and standards prevailing in the applicable professional
community at the time the services were provided. The coverage required in this Code section
may be subject to all terms and conditions of the applicable health benefit plan.

HISTORY': Code 1981, § 33-24-56.4, enacted by Ga. L. 2005, p. 481, 8 3/HB 291; Ga. L. 2009,
p. 859, § 11/HB 509.



