
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

THE STATE OF THE ASSOCIATION – 2017 
 

“People with goals succeed because they know where they’re going.”. . . Earl Nightingale 
 

 

The Georgia Fruit and Vegetable Growers Association was formally organized over twenty years 

ago and the reason this organization has been successful is deeply rooted in Earl Nightingale’s 

quote.  GFVGA has succeeded because our leadership, both past and current leaders of this 

organization, have the industry goals in our crosshairs.  The primary goal of GFVGA in 1996 and it 

is the same today, “to serve the fruit and vegetable grower members of our organization and be the 

‘Voice of the Industry’ for Georgia and the Southeast.   

Throughout the years, your association has been a ‘doer’ in creating member valued programs like 

the SE Regional Fruit and Vegetable Conference, educational workshops, establishing national 

recognition in food safety consulting services, legislative advocacy leadership and active legal 

involvement in court cases of industry importance.  As outlined below, because GFVGA knows 

where it is going, successfully achieving our goals of member representation will continue to be a 

key focus for your organization.   

The successes noted above could not have been achieved without strong leadership by individuals 

supporting this organization.  During the past year we have loss some of these dedicated 

individuals, like Charles Hart and Steve Sumner and many others in previous years.  The Board and 

I would welcome your suggestions of how we can recognize these past leaders for their support to 

the association.  Please share with me any thoughts you might have to honor these individuals.     

On behalf of the GFVGA Board of Directors I want to thank each of you – our members - for your 

hard work, participation, cooperative partnerships with other organizations and representation at all 

levels.  Listed below are just a few of GFVGA’s accomplishments in 2017:  

 

• MEMBERSHIP in GFVGA. In 2017, GFVGA saw continued growth in association corporate 

members and the number of individual members.  The new membership structure has been in place 

for three years now, in addition GFVGA implemented a new software program to give members 

better access to their profiles and crop listings.  The association had a 3.1% increase in 2017 for 

individual memberships to 438 individuals.  Unfortunately GFVGA experienced a small decrease in 

corporate memberships from 168 to 157 member companies.  Total membership revenue was up 

slightly to $82,263.  In 2018 we will have a specific staff member to focus on membership 

development and supporting efforts for a strong membership value proposition.      

 

• LEGISLATIVELY, GFVGA PROVIDED STRONG INDUSTRY LEADERSHIP IN 2017.  

- GFVGA continues to play a major role in Washington on national issues.  In 2017 GFVGA 

efforts were focused on immigration, the Farm Bill, FSMA and other Federal issues.   

- The association worked closely with Congressman Buddy Carter to highlight reform needed in 

the H2A program, including a delegation letter concerning changes needed, and meeting with 

Labor Secretary Acosta and high ranking DOL staff.      



- In late 2016, GFVGA joined with the American Peanut Shellers Association to file a successful 

Amicus Brief for the Supreme Court case concerning water use in the Flint River Basin.       

- GFVGA provided comments on a number of ‘regulatory rules’ and legislative listening sessions 

concerning FSMA, H2A, Farm Bill, DOL regulations and research funding.  GFVGA members 

provided testimony on many of these issues.  

- Georgia Department of Agriculture and GFVGA hosted an on-the-farm visit (4 locations) visit 

by FDA Commissioner Scott Gottlieb to better understand how the FSMA regulations would be 

implemented ‘on the ground’ and the need for further understanding by FDA and clarification.      

- GFVGA provided ‘southeastern’ leadership visits and communications to our congressional 

delegations. In addition the association holds seats on the United Fresh Produce Association 

Government Relations Council, Grower Shipper Board, and Food Safety Technology Council.          

- The industry coalition, initiated in 2003, continues to utilize the services of Bob Redding for our 

governmental affairs representation in Washington.    

 

• COMMODITY PROMOTION efforts continued in 2017 using block grant funds for expansion of 

the marketing program.  GFVGA and the GA Department of Agriculture continued to provide 

oversight of the Georgia Pavilion (over 5000 square feet) at PMA in New Orleans, LA.   

Other GFVGA marketing programs include:      

- Expansion of GFVGA’s participation in the Farm to School Program, encouraging more grower 

participation in the program and a broader participation by schools. 

- Activity workbooks developed for elementary students to be distributed in 2016/17.   

 

• EXPANSION OF GFVGA’s EFFORTS - ‘PRODUCE FOOD SAFETY SERVICE (PFSS)’   

In the Fall, 2013, the Board approved branding GFVGA’s food safety services PFSS.  This program 

continues to add value to GFVGA membership with discounts in consulting rates.  During 2017,  

- With the addition of a second consultant, PFSS has been able to reach out to other organizations 

to assist with their member food safety training.  Many of the attendees for this training are small 

fruit and vegetable growers that historically have not been active in GFVGA.       

- New webinars were provided in 2017 to GFVGA members on the new FSMA regulations, to 

educate the difference between the Produce Safety Rule and the Preventive Controls Rule.           

         

• EDUCATIONAL and COMMUNICATION PROGRAMS continued to improve membership 

services through,    

- Block grants to support fruit and vegetable grower education, promotion and research.  

- Continuation of the monthly e-newsletter – The UPDATE.        

- The Georgia Fruit and Vegetable Grower News, www.gfvga.org  and other communications.  

- Coordinating and sponsoring the SE Regional Fruit and Vegetable Conference and Trade Show.  

- The GFVGA transportation logistics program in cooperation with CH Robinson    

- Held 2nd Annual Ag Labor Relations Forum to provide members labor regulations updates.     

 

It has been an honor to serve our industry as your GFVGA President this year.  GFVGA needs your 

participation on committees, in programs and particularly your involvement with our legislative activities.  

We are looking for your help to direct this association.  What would you like to see your association doing 

for you?  It is up to you!!  GFVGA is YOUR association. 
             

  Mike Bruorton, President 
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