
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

THE STATE OF THE ASSOCIATION – 2018 
 

“The farmer has to be an optimist or he wouldn’t still be a farmer.”. . . Will Rogers 
 

 

Evidently Will Rogers was talking about our fellow fruit and vegetable growers with this quote.  No 

doubt, 2018 may go down as one of the toughest years southeastern fruit and vegetable growers 

have experienced in the last decade or maybe several decades.  But it seems no matter what the 

challenge – trade issues with Mexico, late freezes, hurricanes, labor shortages, disease and insect 

pressures or others, the produce grower turns their optimistic attitude against adversity and moves 

forward.  I hope part of that optimism is because they know their association, Georgia Fruit and 

Vegetable Growers Association, is striving to help our members where ever we can.  Our GFVGA 

leadership, both past and current leaders of this organization, has as a goal to serve you, our 

members.  The primary focus of GFVGA when it was organized in 1996 is the same today, ‘to 

serve the fruit and vegetable grower members of our organization’ and be the ‘Voice of the 

Industry’ for Georgia and the Southeast.   

Throughout the years, your association has been a ‘worker’ for you creating member valued 

programs like the SE Regional Fruit and Vegetable Conference, providing legislative advocacy 

leadership, developing educational workshops, establishing national recognition in food safety 

consulting services, and active legal involvement in court cases of industry importance.  As outlined 

below, GFVGA is optimistic because it has optimistic leaders that know where your organization is 

going.  Achieving and instituting successful member representation will continue to be a key focus 

for your organization.   

On behalf of the GFVGA Board of Directors I want to thank each of you – our members - for your 

hard work, participation, cooperative partnerships with other organizations and representation at all 

levels.  Listed below are just a few of GFVGA’s accomplishments in 2018:  

 

• MEMBERSHIP in GFVGA. In 2018, GFVGA saw continued growth in association corporate 

members and the number of individual members.  The association had a 22.1% increase in 2018 for 

individual memberships to 535 individuals.  GFVGA also experienced a 16% increase in corporate 

memberships from 157 to 182 member companies.  Total membership revenue was up 5.4% to 

$86,685.  Farm memberships represent 58.8% of GFVGA’s organizational members.        

 

• LEGISLATIVELY, GFVGA PROVIDED STRONG INDUSTRY LEADERSHIP IN 2018.  

GFVGA continues to play a major role in Washington on national issues of significant importance to 

our members.  Our efforts in 2018 focused on immigration, the Farm Bill, NAFTA negotiations, 

disaster funding and other Federal issues.   

- Throughout 2018 the association worked closely with Congressman Buddy Carter for needed 

reform in the H2A program.  Some reform efforts have been proposed and others are expected in 

early 2019.   

- On a parallel effort GFVGA supported and worked closely with US House Judiciary Chair Bob 

Goodlette’s office in an unsuccessful effort to pass a new guest worker program H2C.   



- GFVGA leaders joined with Florida Fruit and Vegetable Association and other southeastern 

organizations to have an unfair trade and anti-dumping provision added to the new NAFTA 

agreement (now called USMCA) that would keep our growers competing on a level field with 

Mexico.  Unfortunately, this remedy was not included in the final agreement.  Our focus in 2019 

will be to oppose approval of USMCA if no trade remedies are forthcoming for SE growers.   

Tremendous time and effort were directed toward this issue including numerous face-to-face 

discussions with our congressional representatives, along with strong media communication and 

op-ed presentations.  Testimony was presented at several congressional and agency hearings, 

including Commissioner Gary Black presenting to the International Trade Commission the 

damage USMCA will cause Georgia and other states if this agreement is approved.   

- Work to include specialty crop funding in the Farm Bill continued throughout the year.  GFVGA 

participated in committee hearings, filing testimony, issuing letters of support and Hill visits to 

ensure successful passage of the Bill in December 2018.   

- This fall Hurricane Michael devastated much of our specialty crop production in southwest 

Georgia. Since October 10 when Michael made landfall, GFVGA has been fully engaged to 

secure disaster funding relief for these growers.  A disaster package was included in the 

Appropriations Bill that is now on hold due to the current government shutdown.    

- The industry coalition, initiated in 2003, continues to utilize the services of Bob Redding for our 

governmental affairs representation in Washington.    

 

• COMMODITY PROMOTION efforts continued in 2018 using block grant funds for expansion of 

the marketing program.  GFVGA and the GA Department of Agriculture continued to provide 

oversight of the Georgia Pavilion (over 6000 square feet) at PMA in Orlando, FL. The GFVGA 

Farm to School Program continues to grow with distribution of over 500 teacher kits in 2018.  These 

are available to any school teacher free of charge.     

 

• ‘PRODUCE FOOD SAFETY SERVICE (PFSS)’   

With food safety issues and more re-calls, this program continues to add value to GFVGA 

membership with discounts in consulting rates.  GFVGA’s two consultants recorded almost 3,000 

hours of consulting work with our fruit and vegetable growers.  New webinars were provided to 

GFVGA members on the new FSMA regulations and how to address sustainability guidelines.             

         

• EDUCATIONAL and COMMUNICATION PROGRAMS continued to improve membership 

services through,    

- Block grants to support fruit and vegetable grower education, promotion and research.  

- Continuation of the monthly e-newsletter The UPDATE, the quarterly magazine The Georgia 

Fruit and Vegetable Grower News, www.gfvga.org and other ongoing communications.  

- Coordinating and sponsoring the SE Regional Fruit and Vegetable Conference and Trade Show.  

- The GFVGA transportation logistics program in cooperation with CH Robinson    

- Held 2nd Annual Ag Labor Relations Forum to provide members labor regulations updates.     

 

It has been an honor to serve our industry as your GFVGA President these past two years.  GFVGA needs 

your participation on committees, in programs and particularly your involvement with our legislative 

activities.  What would you like to see your association doing for you?  It is up to you!!                                         

GFVGA is YOUR association. 
             

  Mike Bruorton, President 
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