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All required lamps must be able to light at all
times.



All lamps must be securely mounted on a
permanent part of the vehicle



Please visit the following link to view a chart that
specifies the required color, position and types of
lamps and reflectors for CMVs:
http://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/rulesregs/fmcsr/regs/393.11.htm

LIGHTS


Georgia Law, 1-393.11PL,

Strobe lamp on the rear of projecting loads, also states:
(a) Motor vehicles transporting loads of logs, long pulpwood, poles, or posts which extend more than 4
feet beyond the body or bed of such vehicle, shall have securely affixed as close as practical to the end of
such projections one amber strobe type lamp equipped with a multi-directional type lens so mounted as to
be visible from the rear and sides of the projecting load. If the mounting of one strobe lamp cannot be
accomplished so as to be visible from both sides and the rear of the projecting load, multiple strobe
lamps shall be utilized so as the meet the visibility requirements.
(b) The strobe lamp shall flash a rate of at least 60 flashes per minute and shall be plainly visible from a
distance of at least 500 feet to the sides and rear of the projecting load any time of the day or night. The
lamp shall be operating at any time of the day or night when the vehicle is operated on any highway or
parked on the shoulder or immediately adjacent to the traveled portion of any public roadway.
(c) The use of red marker lamps on projecting loads as enumerated in O.C.G.A. §40-8-27, being
transported on vehicles under the jurisdiction of the Department of Public Safety, are not required if a
strobe lamp is utilized as required by this rule.
(d) The projecting load shall also be marked with flag(s) as required by §393.87 of these rules.

BRAKES ON ALL WHEELS


Every CMV must be equipped with brakes acting on all
wheels, except:



Trucks and truck tractors manufactured before July
25,1980



Vehicles being towed away



Any full trailer, semi trailer or pole trailer having a
gross weight of 3,000 lbs. or less

BRAKE SYSTEMS


Commercial motor vehicles must be equipped with the
following brake systems:
A service brake system that specifies braking and holding performance
A parking brake system that specifies parking brake activation and the method for holding the
brakes in the applied position

Georgia Law, 1-393.41(d),
Parking brake system, also states:
Every commercial motor vehicle, of a year model of 1966 or later, shall be
equipped with a parking brake that meets the requirements of O.C.G.A. §40-852.

BRAKE SYSTEMS (CONT.)
Every

vehicle used to tow a trailer equipped
with brakes must have a means of maintaining
the operation of the brakes on the towing
vehicle in the event that the trailer breaks away
from the towing vehicle.
Buses,

tractors and trucks must be equipped
with a signal that provides a warning to the
driver when a failure occurs in the vehicle’s
service brake system.

BRAKE - REQUIREMENTS
The following CMVs are required to be equipped with
antilock braking systems:


Truck-tractors manufactured after March 1, 1997



Air-braked single unit trucks, buses and trailers
manufactured on or after March 1, 1998



Hydraulic-braked trucks and buses manufactured on
or after March 1999

ADDITIONAL GEORGIA BRAKE
REQUIREMENTS
Georgia Law, 1-393.42(c),
Brake requirements for manufactured, modular & sectional houses
and portable buildings, also states:


Manufactured homes, modular homes, sectional
houses and portable buildings in excess of 12 feet
wide, must be equipped with operating brakes on at
least one-half of the axles of the manufactured home,
trailer or dolly transporting a modular home, sectional
house or portable building. If unit has three (3) or
more axles, at least two (2) axles must be equipped
with functioning brakes.

ADDITIONAL GEORGIA BRAKE
REQUIREMENTS
Georgia Law, 1-393.42(d), Surge brakes, also states:
Any trailer or semitrailer may utilize surge brakes, subject to the following conditions and
limitations:
1. The vehicle or combination of vehicles does not include a vehicle designed or used to transport
16 or more passengers, including the driver;
2. The trailer or semitrailer has a gross vehicle weight rating which does not exceed 12,000
pounds;
3. The combination of vehicles does not exceed a gross combination weight rating of 26,000
pounds;
4. The actual gross weight of the trailer or semitrailer and load does not exceed the
manufacturer's gross vehicle weight rating;
5. The trailer or semitrailer brakes must be designed and connected in such a manner that in
case of accidental breakaway of the towed vehicle the brakes shall apply automatically;
6. The trailer or semitrailer is not used to transport hazardous materials in a type and quantity
which requires placarding;
7. The trailer or semitrailer is not used to transport liquids or gases contained in packaging which
exceeds 119 gallons capacity; and
8. The vehicle or combination of vehicles is used only in intrastate commerce and complies in all
other respects with licensing, insurance, registration, identification, driver and vehicle safety,
and hazardous materials regulations of the Department and U.S. Department of Transportation
applicable to such vehicles or combination of vehicles.

WINDSHEILD


A vehicle’s windshield must be free of
discoloration and cracks in the area extending
from the top of the steering wheel to within two
inches to the top of the windshield.

FUEL SYSTEM
Each fuel system must be located so that:


No part of the system extends beyond the widest parts of the
vehicle



No part of a fuel tank is forward of the front axle or a power
unit



Fuel lines do not extend between a towed vehicle and the
towing unit while the combination is in motion



No part of the fuel system of a bus manufactured on or after
January 1, 1973 is located within or above the passenger
compartment

CARGO
All cargo is required to be loaded and secured so that it
will not shift or fall off the vehicle.
Georgia Law 1-393.117,
 Requirements for securing sawdust, wood chips, bark, or pine
straw, also states:




Each load of sawdust, wood chips, bark, or pine straw carried in open top
trailers must be secured on the top with a tarpaulin or similar cover, which
must prevent the loss of cargo in normal transportation. Tarpaulins alone
may not be used for side securement, but may be used
to supplement other side securement. Furthermore, such loads must meet
the applicable general cargo securement rules of §§ 393.100 through
393.114.

ADDITIONAL GEORGIA TIEDOWN
REQUIREMENTS
Georgia Law, 1-393.116(h),
Strength and positioning of tiedowns, also states:







(1) Longwood (commonly known as tree-length wood) loaded lengthwise (as described in paragraphs
(b)(3) and (f) of this section) shall be secured to the vehicle with two or more tiedowns, spread out
and positioned along the length of the load to provide effective securement. The tiedowns must
encircle the top of the load and must be attached to the frame or bunk of the vehicle at each end
providing downward pull on the load. When two tiedowns are used, each tiedown and tensioning
device shall be equal or greater in working load limit (WLL) strength to that of 4” synthetic webbing as
described in §393.108 and the aggregate WLL strength of all the tiedown assemblies shall be equal
to at least one-sixth the weight of the load of logs.
(2) Double-bunked wood loaded lengthwise (shortwood or longwood) shall be secured to the vehicle
with two or more tiedowns per section. The tiedowns shall be spread out and placed near the ends of
the section or near the standards to provide effective securement. The tiedowns must encircle the top
of the load and must be attached to the frame or bunk of the vehicle at each end providing downward
pull on the load. When two tiedowns are used, each tiedown and tensioning device shall be equal or
greater in WLL strength to that of 3” synthetic webbing as described in §393.108 and the aggregate
WLL strength of the tiedown assemblies shall be equal to at least one-sixth the weight of the section
of logs.
Illustrations may be found at:

http://dps.georgia.gov/00/channel_title/0,2094,5635600_52426878,00.html

TIRES
No tire on a CMV may have any of the following defects:
 Body ply or belt material exposed through tread or sidewall
 Tread or sidewall separation
 Audible leak (or flat)
 A cut exposing the ply or belt material
 A tread groove pattern depth of less than 4/32 of an inch (front tires) or 2/32 of
an inch (other tires)
 Regrooved tires on front wheels of trucks or truck tractors
 Regrooved, recapped or retreaded tires on the front wheels of buses

SLEEPER BERTHS
 Must not be installed on a trailer and must be located
in or adjacent to the cab
 Must be equipped with adequate sheets and blankets
and a mattress and springs (or innerspring mattress)
 Must be adequately ventilated

EXHAUST SYSTEMS
 Must be located where it is not likely to burn or damage the
electrical wiring, fuel supply, or any combustible part of the
vehicle
 Discharge from the exhaust system must not be located
immediately below the fuel tank or filler pipe
 May not leak or discharge at any point forward of or directly
below the driver or sleeper compartment
 May not be temporarily repaired with patch or wrap material
 Pipe and mufflers must be securely fastened to the vehicle

BUMPERS – FLAGS
Every CMV must be equipped with bumpers or other devices that
prevent the under ride of another vehicle
Georgia Law 1-393.87,
Flags on projecting loads, also states:


(a) Any commercial motor vehicle transporting a load which extends beyond the sides by more
than 4 inches or more than 4 feet beyond the rear must have the extremities of the load
marked with red or orange fluorescent warning flags. Each warning flag must be at least 18
inches square.



(b) Position of flags. There must be a single flag at the extreme rear if the projecting load is two
feet wide or less. Two warning flags are required if the projecting load is wider than two feet.
Flags must be located to indicate maximum width of loads which extend beyond the sides
and/or rear of the vehicle.



(c) Flags may be made either partially or completely of a retro reflective material.

SEAT BELTS
Vehicles must be equipped with seats, seat belt assemblies and seat belt anchorages
as specified in the Motor Vehicle Standards.
Georgia Law 1-393.100(e),
Additional occupant protection for drivers, also states:


(e) Occupant protection for drivers transporting log, poles, posts, beams, or articles
of cargo of similar shape. In addition to any other requirements of this subpart,
vehicles operated in this state while transporting loads of logs, poles, posts, beams,
or articles of cargo of similar shape shall be equipped with an occupant protection
device (commonly known as a headache rack, header board, header rack, or front
end structure) firmly mounted between the cargo and the driver. Such device shall
be intended to protect the driver from the forward shifting of such loads in the event
of rapid deceleration of the vehicle. The device may be mounted to the frame of the
power unit or trailer, shall be installed and maintained in a workmanlike manner, and
shall be free of cracks or breaks. The size, strength, and penetration resistance of
such occupant protection device shall be the same as described in §393.114. An
equivalent device (such as a trailer drop deck or similar device) may substitute for an
occupant protection device provided the level of protect is equal to or greater than
that provided by this section.

EMERGENCY EQUIPMENT
CMVs must carry the following emergency
equipment:


Fire extinguisher



Spare fuses



Warning devices for stopped vehicles

FIRE EXTINGUISHER
 Must be securely mounted and accessible
 Must have a gauge or indicator that shows whether the extinguisher is fully
charged
 Must have a label showing its Underwriters’ Laboratories rating
However, if you carry flame-producing devices please note:
Georgia Law 1-393.95,
Emergency equipment, also states:
 (g) (1) Additional restrictions on the use of flame-producing devices. No vehicle
transporting unmanufactured forest products may be equipped with or use any flameproducing stopped vehicle warning devices, including, but not limited to, liquidburning flares, fusees, oil lanterns.

SUSPENSION SYSTEMS
Suspension systems are required to be
structurally sound and in safe working order,
including the following:


Axles must be properly aligned



Adjustable axles must have locking pins in
place

SUSPENSION SYSTEMS
 Leaf springs must not be cracked, broken, missing or
shifted out of position
 Coil springs must not be cracked or broken
 Torsion bars must not be cracked or broken
 Air suspensions must support the vehicle in a level
position and must not leak

STEERING SYSTEM
Steering system must be in proper working order:
 Steering wheel must be properly secured
 Steering column must be securely fastened
 Power steering unit must not have loose or broken parts, frayed,
cracked or slipping belts; leaks; or insufficient fluid
 Steering system must not have worn or welded universal joints, loose
steering gear box, missing bolts or a loose pitman arm on the
steering gear output shaft.

WHEEL FLAPS / MUD FLAPS




Georgia Law 1-393.220,
Tire covers (wheel flaps; mud flaps), also states:
Every bus, truck, trailer, semi-trailer, and pole trailer, shall be equipped with suitable metal protectors
or substantial flexible flaps on the rearmost wheels to prevent, as far as practicable, such wheels
from throwing dirt, gravel, rocks, water or other materials on the windshields of following vehicles.
Such protectors or flaps shall have a ground clearance of not more than onehalf the distance from the
center of the rearmost axle to the center of the protector or flap under any conditions of loading of the
vehicle and shall be at least as wide as the tire or tires they are covering; provided, however, that if
any such bus, truck, trailer, semi-trailer, and pole trailer is so designed and constructed that the
foregoing requirements are accomplished by means of fenders, body construction, or other
enclosures, then no such protectors or flaps shall be required. (See O.C.G.A. §40-8-75)

x = distance from center
of rear axle to center of
mud flap
1/2 x = maximum height
above road
w = minimum width

CONCLUSION
Always remember the motor carrier is
responsible to ensure that all parts and
accessories adhere to U.S. and
Georgia guidelines.

