HISPANIC BAR ASSOCIATION
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
P.O. Box 1011 | Washington, D.C. 20013-1011
www.hbadc.org

July 7, 2020
Via Electronic Mail
The Honorable Nancy Pelosi
Speaker
United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20510
The Honorable Kevin McCarthy
Minority Leader
United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Mitch McConnell
Majority Leader
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510
The Honorable Charles E. Schumer
Minority Leader
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20515

Re: The Impact of COVID-19 on the Hispanic Population in the U.S.
Dear Speaker Pelosi, Leader McConnell, Minority Leader McCarthy, and Minority Leader
Schumer:
On behalf of the Hispanic Bar Association of the District of Columbia (“HBA-DC”), we
write to express our concerns regarding the absence of relief that the Hispanic U.S. population
continues to experience during the COVID-19 pandemic. The Hispanic community in the United
States is once again being left behind in a time of economic turmoil brought on by the COVID19 global pandemic. Early data shows that the Hispanic community is not receiving the
information and treatment necessary to lessen transmission and prevent deaths from COVID-19.
To protect the Hispanic community and other vulnerable communities, we urge Congress and the
Trump Administration to take steps to ensure that testing, treatment, and economic assistance are
distributed equitably.
The COVID-19 crisis has shed light on – and exacerbated – the healthcare access and
economic inequities that the Hispanic community has historically experienced in the United
States. In 42 states, plus Washington D.C., the Hispanic population make up a greater share of
confirmed cases than their share of the population. In eight states, it is more than four times
greater.1 Before the pandemic, Hispanics were three times as likely to be uninsured as nonHispanic whites.2 The lack of healthcare access perpetuates disparity in a community that has
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prevalent underlying health conditions like diabetes, obesity, and high blood pressure.
Furthermore, Hispanic individuals are less likely to seek out healthcare, often seeing it only as a
last resort. 3 This healthcare access disparity created a more vulnerable population going into the
pandemic, and in the era of trillion-dollar business bailouts, Congress has taken insufficient steps
to protect the Hispanic community.
Limited data is telling us that the COVID-19 pandemic is having a disproportionate
impact on communities of color. For example in New York City, Hispanic patients are dying at
the second highest rate, 45.3 per 100,000.4 This disproportionate impact is also showing up in
less congested areas such as Hamilton County, Tennessee, where 49% of the cases are Hispanic
despite comprising only 6% of the population.5 Additional data is needed to study and address
the full extent of COVID-19’s impact on vulnerable communities, particularly communities of
color. To prevent long term racial inequities exacerbated by the COVID-19 crisis, Congress must
take action to ensure that race-focused data is collected nationwide.
Economically, Hispanics are suffering the most - reporting nearly 19% unemployment,
the highest of any other racial or ethnic group.6 In a recent survey, the Census Bureau found that
61% of Hispanic households report someone losing income since March 13th.7 If this economic
gap continues to be unchecked, the outcome will result in crippling economic loss that will take
generations to undo. It is important that Congress passes legislation to ease the pain and help
prevent a greater economic disaster.
We urge Congress and the Trump Administration to take these additional steps to help
Hispanic and minority communities:
● Expand access to quality health care: Allow states to provide Coronavirus testing,
treatment and, when available, vaccines through emergency Medicaid.
● Ensure equitable access to health facts: It is important that health services, information
about the Coronavirus, and how to access benefit programs are available through multiple
languages.
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● Protect workers: We need a national plan to ensure that workers in essential industries
have proper protective equipment, especially for service industry jobs which 25% of
Hispanics hold.8
● Feed struggling families: Ensure access to nutrition assistance through programs like the
Disaster Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program and extend the Pandemic Electronic
Benefit Transfer into the fall.
● Prevent families from going homeless. Without additional renter’s assistance and
protection, when the federal moratorium on evictions ends on July 24th, families will be
left without the means to prevent homelessness. Hispanic families are twice as likely to
rent as are whites, with only 49% of Hispanic households living in homes they own.9
● Supplement state and local budgets, mandating that a portion of the funds are utilized to
ensure affordable housing and other safety-net resources, fund public education, and
maintain appropriate levels of public transportation.
Families are struggling now and while Congress plays politics, the Hispanic community
is suffering irreparable harm. We appreciate your prompt attention to the requests we have made
and urge Congress and the Administration to take immediate action on these issues and on a
broader stimulus package to ease the pain on the broader economy. The Hispanic community
needs your help.
Respectfully Yours,

Ruben F. Reyna
President
Hispanic Bar Association of DC
CC: The Honorable Eleanor Holmes Norton
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