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Dear HCBA Members,

It seems like just yesterday that [ assumed the role of the President

of the HCBA and HCBF and in a few days that will end. I want to
congratulate Minerva I. Zamora, 2019 - 2020 HCBA & HCBF President. The Board Executive
Committee is comprised of Minerva I. Zamora, President; Michelle Taylor, President-Elect;
Natasha Martinez, Secretary; Rick Zuniga, Treasurer; and [ will be the outgoing President. Newly
elected board members for the 2019-2021 Bar Term are: Elizabeth Garcia, Aissa 1. Garza, Judge
Mario E. Ramirez, Christina Saldivar, Joseph Vale and Alya Vasquez. They join board members for
the 2018-2020 Bar Term: Richie Cantu, Pete Espinosa, Laura Haley, Ruben Pena, Regi Richardson
and Kelly R. Salazar. Congratulations to all of the HCBA & HCBF Board of Directors! Make the 2019
- 2020 the best Bar year yet!

The Hidalgo County Bar Foundation hosted the 2019 Annual Law Day Gala -Kentucky
Derby Style on Friday, May 17, 2019 at The Grand in McAllen. Guests were able bet for their
favorite horse with “A Nite at the Races” event and some lucky winners took home some
wonderful gifts. In the tradition of the Kentucky Derby, ladies wore some of the prettiest and
fanciest hat for the Derby Hat Contest! The winners were 1st place Alyssa Romero and 2nd place
Natasha Martinez. Congratulations ladies!

If you missed the 2019 Law Day Gala you missed some pretty amazing awards and winners.
The Lifetime Achievement Award was presented to the Honorable Ramon Garcia, the State Bar of
Texas Ethics Award went to Richard “Richie” Cantu, the John E. Cook Pro Bono Award went to
Pablo Almaguer, the Liberty Bell Award went to the Honorable Richard Cortez, and the
Outstanding Public Official Award went to McAllen Mayor James “Jim” Darling. Congratulations to
these year’s Law Day winners!

Joining us at the Law Day Gala were the 3 students and their family all winners for the Law
Day School Contests. Jose Ortega, Donna High School took home $1000 for the best Essay; Sophia
Magdaleno, PSJA ISD Alamo Middle school took home a $400 check for the Law Day Photography
Award and Ana Alegria, Donna ISD Adame Elementary took home $150 prize for the best Law Day

Poster.



One of the benefits that I enjoyed most during my term as President is the opportunity to
select the Law Day President’s Awards and present them at our Law Day Gala. These awards were
based on my experience with each of the recipients and the value they added to our organization.
The President’s Awards went to the following:

e The President’s Award for the best HCBA Committee(s) went to both the David H.
Hockema Civil Law Conference Committee and the Bill of Rights Criminal Law
Conference Committee. Both committees did a tremendous job of securing the
faculty and topics leading to an increase in attendance at each conference by over
50%. Congratulations to both committees!

o Congratulations to the David H. Hockema Civil Trial Law Conference
Committee members: Susan Sullivan, Joe Escobedo, Bobby Ramirez and
Frank Sabo!

o Congratulations to the Bill of Rights: HCBA Criminal Law Conference
Committee members: Joe Connors, Il and Rey Merino!

e The President’s Award for HCBA Member of the Year went to Elizabeth “Liz” Cantu.

e The President’s Award for Rookie of the Year went to Rick Zuniga.

e The President’s Award for Law Section of the Year went to the Women’s Bar Section,
chaired by Liz Cantu.

o Congratulations to WBS Members Liz Cantu, Natasha Martinez, Sharon
Almaguer, Deborah Cordova, Brittany Gabrielson, Laura Haley and Brandy

Voss.

Huge thanks Tim Sers and Rio Bank for sponsoring our annual HCBA & HCBF Election’s
BBQ on Thursday, May 9t in McAllen. We appreciate everyone coming out to vote for the new
board members. We had a great event and the food was delicious!

The Women’s Bar Section and several District Court Judges and County Court Judges
presented a check in the amount of $28,850 to the Texas Civil Right Project in Judge Letty Lopez’
Courtroom. Accepting the check was Efren Olivarez and staff from the Texas Civil Rights Project.
Thank you to everyone that participated and made this valuable donation possible. Great job

Women’s Bar Section!



Not a HCBA member? Now is a great time to renew you membership by visiting our

website www.hidalgobar.org and signing up online.
Don’t forget to sign up for our great Law Sections for only $25 each or you can get all 8 Law
Sections for $100 and save. Interested in Chairing a Law Section? Please call Cynthia Guerra, HCBA

Executive Director, at 956-380-1691 or email at Cynthia@hidalgobar.org.

Mark your calendars: we have some great events coming up in 2019:

e HCBA All Sections Happy Hour CLE will be held on Thursday, May 30th at Bodega Tavern
and Kitchen from 5:30 pm to 6:30 pm. In addition to drinks and appetizers you will earn 1
Hour Ethics CLE Credit.

e HCBA Estate Planning and Probate Law Section Lunch CLE will be held on Thursday, June 6,
2019 at Edwards Abstract in Edinburg. Daniel Koeneke will provide a presentation on
“Case Law Update - Recent Developments from Texas Courts”. Please register at

www.Hidalgobar.org.

Sincerely,

Luis Cardenas


http://www.hidalgobar.org/
mailto:Cynthia@hidalgobar.org

2019 Law Day Awards!

2019 Lifetime Achievement Award
Honorable Ramon Garcia

2019 John E. Cook Pro Bono Award
Pablo Almaguer, TRLA Attorney

2019 Ethics Award
Richard “Richie” Cantu

2019 Liberty Bell Award
Honorable Hidalgo County Judge Richard Cortez

2019 Outstanding Public Official Award
McAllen Mayor Jim Darling

2019 HCBA Presidents Law Day Awards

2019 Outstanding Bar Member of the Year
Liz Cantu

2019 Outstanding Rookie of the Year
Rick Zuniga

2019 Outstanding Committees of the Year

2019 David H. Hockema Civil Trial Law Conference Committee
Susan Sullivan, Joe Escobedo, Bobby Ramirez & Frank Sabo

2019 Bill of Rights: HCBA Criminal Law Conference Committee
Rey Merino and Joe Connors III

2019 Outstanding Law Section of the Year
Women'’s Bar Section

Liz Cantu, Chair; Natasha Martinez, Sharon Almaguer, Deborah Cordova,
Brittany Gabrielson, Laura Haley and Brandy Voss
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2019 David H Hoctema
Civil [vial Lauw Conference
Commillee:

Suwsan Sillivan. Joe Escobeda.,
Babby Ramirey & Frank Saba




Bill of Rights: HCBA Criminal
Law Conference Commitiee
Joe Connors 111 & Rey Merina
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Bar Section of the Year

VWamen's Bar Seclion
Lig Cantu, Chair




Jose Ortega - Donna High School
HCBA Essay Winner $1,000

Sophia Magdaleno — Alamo Middle School
HCBA Photography Winner $400

Anna Alegria — Adame Elementary
HCBA Poster Winner $150
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2019 HCBA

ALL LAW SECTIONS

HAPPY HOUR CLE

The Hidalgo County Bar Assocation

Presents A
HAPPY HOUR CLE

With

Alison Colvin
State Bar of Texas — District 12 Director

1.0 HOUR ETHICS CLE CREDIT
STATE BAR OF TEXAS UPDATE

"Maximize Your State Bar Benefits and
Ways to Improve Your Practice”

Thursday, May 30, 2019

5:30 pm — 6:30 pm

Bodega Tavern & Kitchen

2901 N. 10™ Street, McAllen

SPIRITS & APPETIZERS

Alison Colvin

Courtesy of:

The Law Firm of Colvin, Saenz,
Rodriguez & Kennamer, L.L.P.

Contact HCBA
Cynthia Guerra

Executive Director

956-380-1691
Cynthia@hidalgobar.org



HCBA Estate Planning

and Prohate Law Section
2019 Calendar

August 1*
Elliot Alvarado
“Social Security and
Retirement’

ESTATE PLANNING AND PROBATE LAW SECTION Sponsored by: Edward Jones
PRESENTS —
“GASE LAW UPDATE - i bl
Eugene R.Vaughn
RECENT DEVELOPMENTS FROM TEXAS COURTS” “legislqtive Update”
I}IIIIIISE # 114039521 Sponsored hvﬂeulnnal Bank
ALUNCH GLE S
WITH Greg Frazier
DANIEL KOENEKE, ATTORNEY AT LAW “Oil and Gas
Conveyances”
'"""s“av' ll"le ﬁ’ 2019 Sponsored by: PlainsCapital Bank

12 noon-1pm
at Edwards Abstract and Title Co.
3111 W Freddy Gonzalez Dr, Edinbury, Texas

The Estate Planning and Probate Law Section is co-chaired hy
Jose Cano and Timothy A. Sers.

Join us at our June 6" meeting at which Daniel Koeneke, Attorney at Law,

will speak on the latest court opinions and recent trends that impact HIDALGO COUNTY BAR
estate planning and prohate law. This program should quickly get you up- ASSOCIATION
to-speed. Lunch will he provided by Frost Bank. 323 W Cano St Suite 100
. Edinburg, Texas 78539
We look forward to seeing you there! (956) 380-1691
SPONSORED BY: www.hidalgobar.org
s"‘)‘ BANKING
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2019 HCBF LAW DAY GALA

VANTAGE
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HCBA & HCBF EVENTS

January
Bill of Rights: Criminal Law CLE Annual Conference

Women’s Bar Section Justice is Served

April
Hockema Civil Law CLE Annual Conference

May
HCBA Board Officers Elections BBQ
Law Day Gala

June, July & August
HCBA Summer Planning Season

sSeptember
Annual Membership Kick-Off

Octobher
“Par Fore” Justice Golf Tournament

November
Heart Gallery
Thanksgiving Food Drive
Fiesta de Gracias

Decemher
Black Robe Reception
Delivery of Toys



I
BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP

HIDALGO COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION

e Network with your colleagues through events like the Annual Law Day
Gala, Annual Golf Tournament, Annual Dia de Gracias event, Annual Black
Robe Reception, Law Section membership, and other HCBA and HCBF
Mixers to Community Service Events.

e The HCBA offers 8 Law Sections Membership that offer CLE opportunities
to all members.

e Members receive reduced rates on our seminars.

e Monthly & bi-monthly CLE lunch meetings make it easy to acquire your
CLE hours.

e 1% year licensed attorney’s membership fee is waived.

e Keep up to date on the HCBA and HCBF events through our monthly
newsletter, The Summons.

e Free Job Postings on our website and The Summons newsletter.

e And so much more! Join Today!



Appeliate Law CLE Section
Criminal Law GLE Section
Family Law CLE Section
Estate Planning & Probate Law CLE

General Civil Law CLE Section
Immigration Law GLE Section
Real Estate Law GLE Section
Women's Bar Section



HIDALGO COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES STATEMENT (JUNE 1, 2019 - MAY 31, 2020)

To be a member of the HCBA you must be a licensed attorney in good standing with the State Bar of Texas and/or any other state where
the attorney is licensed and you must maintain an office or residence in Hidalgo, Cameron, Willacy, or Starr Counties. Associate membership is
available to attorneys who do not maintain an office or residence in Hidalgo, Cameron, Willacy or Starr Counties. In submitting for membership,
you are confirming that you meet these requirements.

Pay your HCBA membership dues online on the Membership Page of the HCBA website www.hidalgobar.org , or complete your
information below and mail the completed form along with your check payable to the Hidalgo County Bar Association to 323 W. Cano Street, Suite
#100, Edinburg, Texas 78539. Contributions and gifts to the HCBA are not deductible as charitable contributions for federal income tax purposes.
You may make optional charitable, tax deductible contributions directly to the Hidalgo County Bar Foundation. Dues may be deductible as an
ordinary and necessary business expense.

NAME & ADDRESS

Prefix First Middle Name/ Initial Last Suffix
Sex: State Bar No. REQUIRED: Year Licensed REQUIRED: Date of Birth:
Company Name:
Mailing Address:
City: State: Zip: County:
Email: Phone: Fax:
MEMBERSHIP CATEGORY
__ O Private Practice Attorney/ Firm $100.00
HCYLA and HCBA Member ($35 HCYLA membership, $65 HCBA membership) $100.00
Associate Member (An attorney who does not maintain an office or residence in Hidalgo, Cameron, Willacy or Starr Counties) $100.00
__ 0O Attorney Employed Full Time for a Public Interest, Not for Profit Agency $75.00
__ [ Attorney Employed Full Time by City, County, State, or Federal Government $75.00
__ [ Emeritus Member (attorney 75+ years of age or practicing at least 50 years) $0.00
__ [ Attorney Licensed After 01-01-19 $0.00

SECTION MEMBERSHIP (Must be a member of the HCBA)

___All Law Sections (all inclusive membership to all sections, excluding Senior Section) $ 100.00

___Individual Memberships: Please select Sections at $25 each or sign up for All Law Sections and save.

___Appellate Law CLE Section $25.00 ___Criminal Law CLE Section $25.00
___Estate Planning & Probate Law CLE $25.00 ___Family Law CLE Section $ 25.00
___General Civil Law CLE Section $25.00 __ Government Law CLE Section $25.00
____Immigration Law CLE Section $25.00 ___Real Estate Law CLE Section $25.00

___Senior Lawyers Section Membership: (must have practiced 25 years or over 65 years of age) $ 15.00

PRACTICE AREAS (select 5 only)

O __Administrative & Public Law __Criminal (Prosecutor) O __Law Office Management

O__ Admiralty & Maritime Law O __Elder Law 0O __Litigation

O __Antitrust & Trade Regulation O __Entertainment & Sports O 0O __Malpractice & Professional Liability Law
O __Appellate Practice & Advocacy __Environmental & Natural Resources Law 0 __Mediation/ADR

O __Aviation Law O __Estate Planning & Probate O__ Mediator

0O __Banking Law O __Family Law O __Military Law

O __Bankruptcy Law 0 __Government Contracts O __Municipal & Governmental

O _ Business Law O __Guardianship Law O _ Oil, Gas & Mineral Law

O __Civil Liberties O __Health Law 0 _ Personal Injury & Compensation
0 __Communications & Media O __Immigration & Naturalization Law O __Real Estate

0O __Constitutional Law O __Insurance Law 0 __School Law

O__ Construction Law O __Intellectual Property Law O __Securities Regulation Law

O __Consumer Law O __International Law O __Taxation Law

O __Corporate Law O _ Judicial O _ Transactional

0 __ Creditor /Debtor Law O __Juvenile Law 0 __Transportation Law

O__ Criminal (Defender) 0 __Labor & Employment Law O Other:



HIDALGO COUNTY BAR FOUNDATION

Please consider a donation to your Hidalgo Count Bar Foundation. The HCBF is the charitable arm of the HCBA and
provides support to all of the programs listed below. Without the generous support of our donors, these programs would
not be possible. Your donation in any amount is greatly appreciated.Thank Y ou! The HCBF Board of Directors

THANK YOU FOR YOUR DONATION!

1 am enclosing a charitable, tax deductible donation to the Hidalgo County Bar Foundation in the following amount:

___ $1,000 ___ 8500 _ %250 %100 850 Other $
Payment method: _ Cash Check _ Creditcard AMOUNT $
Credit Card Information: __ American Express ____ Master Card _____Visa _____ Discover
Credit Card Number CVV # Exp. Date

Signature

YOUR DONATION TO HCBF SUPPORTS THE FOLLOWING PROGRAMS!

o (Celebrate Freedom Courthouse Tours and Classroom Speaker Bureau is an educational program held in November
of each year. Communities across Texas celebrate our system of justice through educational activities aimed at
emphasizing the third branch of government and its important role in ensuring democracy and equality. During
Celebrate Freedom week volunteer lawyers and judges, in conjunction with the Hidalgo County Bar Association, the
HCBF, and the State Bar of Texas, educate the public and students about the justice system and the crucial role of
Lawyers, Judges and Juries. Also discussed is the significance of the judicial branch of government and its impact on
the daily life of every Texan.

o Community Justice Program (CJP) has a mission to provide equal access to justice impoverished residents of the Rio
Grande Valley by matching those in need of legal assistance with volunteer attorneys who have agreed to represent
them without charge. The CJP volunteer attorneys have assisted countless poor families with legal problems.

e  Hidalgo County Bar Foundation Public Service Fund is a program offering grant opportunities to other non-profit,
charitable, and educational organizations.

e  Hidalgo County Bar Foundation Scholarship Endowment Fund offers scholarship opportunities to the Hidalgo
County college seniors who will be attending law school. The HCBF awards a $1,500 scholarship.

e Holiday Toy Drive HCBF donates funds for the purchase of toys for under-represented age groups. The organizations
supported through our toy drive deliver hundreds of toys to area underprivileged children who otherwise might not get
toys for Christmas. This year the HCBF benefited over 420 children living in Hidalgo County Colonias.

e Law Day is an educational program that is held in May of each year. The HCBF coordinates and orchestrates
educational programs in Hidalgo County schools including photo, poster, and essay contests. The winning entry of each
category is sent to the State Bar of Texas for competition with other entries from around the state. At the state
competition level, the top three entries in each category are awarded cash awards.

s Mock Trial Competitions is an educational program conducted each year in partnership with the State Bar of Texas and
Region One Education Service Center. High school students are challenged to develop good communication and
critical thinking skills, to experience examination and cross-examination of clients, and to generate opening and closing
statements. Opportunities for scholarship awards for winning teams exist at the regional, state and national
competitions.

e “Fiesta de Gracias” Thanksgiving Food Drive supports local food banks and economically disadvantaged families by
conducting law office and county office food drives and by making monetary donations. Last year the HCBF raised
$8,000 and benefited over 900 families.



Renew your HCBA Membership Today!

It’s a new year, which means a new membership! Renew your

membership today by visiting our website www.Hidalgobar.org and

logon with your username and password. You can pay with either a
credit card and a receipt will be sent to you. You can also download the

membership dues renewal form and mail it in with a check made payable
to the Hidalgo County Bar Association.

Forgot your Password?

Click “Forgot Password” link. Once you are logged in, click on the “Securely Renew
Your Membership Now” link. Please update the forms with your most current
information for our online records. As soon as your payment is received, we will

reactivate your Member Profile.

Please contact us at (956) 380-1691 if you have any questions.

Cynthia Guerra, Executive Director
Cynthia@hidalgobar.org

Thank you!



http://www.hidalgobar.org/
mailto:Cynthia@hidalgobar.org

HCBA MEMBERSHIP HAS ITS
BENEFITS! JOIN TODAY

Job Postings & Announcements

One of the benefits of being a HCBA
member is that members can post a job
announcement on our website and our
newsletter, The Summons, free of charge. We
currently have a few job opportunities listed on
our HCBA Online Job Bank.

If you are looking to hire an associate
for your law practice or are an attorney seeking
employment with one of our area law firms,
please let your fellow bar member know by
posting your classified ad online. Simply contact

our office at 956-380-1691.

Villeda Law Group is looking for an experienced
paralegal in probate, transactions, including real
estate. Bilingual ideal, but not required. Mark
Talbot will be supervising attorney. VLG offers
retirement benefit and health insurance and is
competitive in salary compensation. Please
submit resume to Villeda Law Group attention

Mtalbot@mybusinesslawyer.com.

HCBA JOB BANK

The Garcia Legal Firm is a small civil defense firm
seeking to hire a part-time or full-time attorney,
preferably with 2 or more years of experience. Salary
commensurate with experience and qualifications.
This is a unique opportunity for the right person.
Interested applicants send resume to:

legal@thegarcialegalfirm.com.

Millin & Millin PLLC is growing and in need of a
reliable and experienced full-time paralegal. The
paralegal will work directly with John Millin and
Associate Attorney, Jaime Lopez. Applicants must be
able to prepare basic legal document drafts, organize
case files and communicate politely with clients.
Please submit resumes, including educational
background, previous job experience, certifications
and technical skills to Gina Karam Millin at

gina@millinmillin.com.



mailto:legal@thegarcialegalfirm.com
mailto:gina@millinmillin.com

—
ESCOBEDO
| CARDENAS

ediation
Services®
F

With over 25 years of experience in civil
litigation, Joe Escobedo provides his
knowledge and expertise to parties who seek a
workable and efficient resolution. Joe
Escobedo is AV rated by Martindale-Hubbell
and Board Certified by the Texas Board of
TCERTRe i:gval Specialization in Personal Injury Trial
Joe Escobedo received his mediation training
and certification from the Center for Public

Policy Dispute Resolution at the

University of Texas School of Law.

Telephone
(956) 630-2222

3700 N. 10th Street « Suite 210

McAllen, Texas 78501 Bilingual mediations available.

[E BEOARD,
o e CERTIFIED

Syalups ~ JK

American Board
of Trial Advocates

At PlainsCapital Bank, we've worked with Texas

families for generations, helping them plan for
retirement and beyond. Our Wealth Management
and Trust Advisors are experienced, local, and
take a personal interest in helping ensure you and
your family are prepared for the expected and
most importantly - the unexpected. Life is
unpredictable. Let PlainsCapital’s Wealth
Management team provide you with the peace of
mind you deserve,

956.661.5465
PlainsCapital.com

PlainsCapitaIBank.m

Nealth Management & Trust

. ]
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“Prosecuting an Uber or Lyft case is different than
your standard car crash case. Theories of liability
and applicable insurance coverage are different. If
you are handling a ridesharing case, please call or
email me. | am currently handling Uber cases
across Texas.

Joey Gonzalez

Watts Guerra LLP

(956) 451-7860

jgonzalez@ wattsguerra.com

illeda Law Group

Your Valley's Business Lawyer™

« BUSINESS BANKRUPTCIES
» IRS CONTROVERSIES
« CIVILAPPEALS
« ASSET PROTECTION
« PROBATE LITIGATION

6316 N. 10th Street 2
Building. 8 o
McAllen, Texas 78504 »
Phone: (956) 631-9100
Fax: (956) 6319146 '\'

b
“) mybusnesswwyer.com
Antonio Villeda* Chris Cheatham
Attomicy st Law'CFR Attomey ot Law

*Bourd Cortified v Busine s Bandrupicy by
the Tezas Bosrd of Lo pal Speciakization end Natromally by 8 A2]

* FEDERAL EMPLOYMENT LAW
* MERIT SYSTEMS PROTECTION BOARD APPEALS
* ADVERSE DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS
- SUSPENSIONS - SUITABILITY
- REMOVALS - SECURITY CLEARANCE
-  ELIGIBLITY

o ©
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