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Our President’s Message  
 

Dear HCBA Members, 
 

It seems like just yesterday that I assumed the role of the President 

of the HCBA and HCBF and in a few days that will end.  I want to 

congratulate Minerva I. Zamora, 2019 – 2020 HCBA & HCBF President. The Board Executive 

Committee is comprised of Minerva I. Zamora, President; Michelle Taylor, President-Elect; 

Natasha Martinez, Secretary; Rick Zuniga, Treasurer; and I will be the outgoing President. Newly 

elected board members for the 2019-2021 Bar Term are: Elizabeth Garcia, Aissa I. Garza, Judge 

Mario E. Ramirez, Christina Saldivar, Joseph Vale and Alya Vasquez. They join board members for 

the 2018-2020 Bar Term: Richie Cantu, Pete Espinosa, Laura Haley, Ruben Pena, Regi Richardson 

and Kelly R. Salazar. Congratulations to all of the HCBA & HCBF Board of Directors! Make the 2019 

– 2020 the best Bar year yet! 

The Hidalgo County Bar Foundation hosted the 2019 Annual Law Day Gala –Kentucky 

Derby Style on Friday, May 17, 2019 at The Grand in McAllen. Guests were able bet for their 

favorite horse with “A Nite at the Races” event and some lucky winners took home some 

wonderful gifts. In the tradition of the Kentucky Derby, ladies wore some of the prettiest and 

fanciest hat for the Derby Hat Contest! The winners were 1st place Alyssa Romero and 2nd place 

Natasha Martinez. Congratulations ladies! 

If you missed the 2019 Law Day Gala you missed some pretty amazing awards and winners.  

The Lifetime Achievement Award was presented to the Honorable Ramon Garcia, the State Bar of 

Texas Ethics Award went to Richard “Richie” Cantu, the John E. Cook Pro Bono Award went to 

Pablo Almaguer, the Liberty Bell Award went to the Honorable Richard Cortez, and the 

Outstanding Public Official Award went to McAllen Mayor James “Jim” Darling. Congratulations to 

these year’s Law Day winners!  

Joining us at the Law Day Gala were the 3 students and their family all winners for the Law 

Day School Contests. Jose Ortega, Donna High School took home $1000 for the best Essay; Sophia 

Magdaleno, PSJA ISD Alamo Middle school took home a $400 check for the Law Day Photography 

Award and Ana Alegria, Donna ISD Adame Elementary took home $150 prize for the best Law Day 

Poster. 

 



 
 

 

One of the benefits that I enjoyed most during my term as President is the opportunity to 

select the Law Day President’s Awards and present them at our Law Day Gala. These awards were 

based on my experience with each of the recipients and the value they added to our organization. 

The President’s Awards went to the following:  

 The President’s Award for the best HCBA Committee(s) went to both the David H. 

Hockema Civil Law Conference Committee and the Bill of Rights Criminal Law 

Conference Committee. Both committees did a tremendous job of securing the 

faculty and topics leading to an increase in attendance at each conference by over 

50%. Congratulations to both committees! 

o Congratulations to the David H. Hockema Civil Trial Law Conference 

Committee members: Susan Sullivan, Joe Escobedo, Bobby Ramirez and 

Frank Sabo! 

o Congratulations to the Bill of Rights: HCBA Criminal Law Conference 

Committee members: Joe Connors, III and Rey Merino! 

 The President’s Award for HCBA Member of the Year went to Elizabeth “Liz” Cantu. 

 The President’s Award for Rookie of the Year went to Rick Zuniga. 

 The President’s Award for Law Section of the Year went to the Women’s Bar Section, 

chaired by Liz Cantu. 

o Congratulations to WBS Members Liz Cantu, Natasha Martinez, Sharon 

Almaguer, Deborah Cordova, Brittany Gabrielson, Laura Haley and Brandy 

Voss.  

  

Huge thanks Tim Sers and Rio Bank for sponsoring our annual HCBA & HCBF Election’s 

BBQ on Thursday, May 9th in McAllen. We appreciate everyone coming out to vote for the new 

board members. We had a great event and the food was delicious! 

The Women’s Bar Section and several District Court Judges and County Court Judges 

presented a check in the amount of $28,850 to the Texas Civil Right Project in Judge Letty Lopez’ 

Courtroom. Accepting the check was Efren Olivarez and staff from the Texas Civil Rights Project. 

Thank you to everyone that participated and made this valuable donation possible. Great job 

Women’s Bar Section! 



 
 

Not a HCBA member? Now is a great time to renew you membership by visiting our 

website www.hidalgobar.org and signing up online. 

Don’t forget to sign up for our great Law Sections for only $25 each or you can get all 8 Law 

Sections for $100 and save. Interested in Chairing a Law Section? Please call Cynthia Guerra, HCBA 

Executive Director, at 956-380-1691 or email at Cynthia@hidalgobar.org.  

 

Mark your calendars: we have some great events coming up in 2019: 

 

 HCBA All Sections Happy Hour CLE will be held on Thursday, May 30th at Bodega Tavern 

and Kitchen from 5:30 pm to 6:30 pm. In addition to drinks and appetizers you will earn 1 

Hour Ethics CLE Credit. 

 HCBA Estate Planning and Probate Law Section Lunch CLE will be held on Thursday, June 6, 

2019 at Edwards Abstract in Edinburg. Daniel Koeneke will provide a presentation on 

“Case Law Update – Recent Developments from Texas Courts”. Please register at 

www.Hidalgobar.org.  

 
Sincerely, 
 

http://www.hidalgobar.org/
mailto:Cynthia@hidalgobar.org


 
 

2019 Lifetime Achievement Award 
Honorable Ramon Garcia 

 

2019 John E. Cook Pro Bono Award 
Pablo Almaguer, TRLA Attorney 

 

2019 Ethics Award 
Richard “Richie” Cantu 

 
2019 Liberty Bell Award 

Honorable Hidalgo County Judge Richard Cortez 
 

2019 Outstanding Public Official Award 
McAllen Mayor Jim Darling 

 

 

2019 Outstanding Bar Member of the Year 
Liz Cantu 

 
2019 Outstanding Rookie of the Year 

Rick Zuniga 
 

2019 Outstanding Committees of the Year 
 

2019 David H. Hockema Civil Trial Law Conference Committee 
Susan Sullivan, Joe Escobedo, Bobby Ramirez & Frank Sabo 

 
2019 Bill of Rights: HCBA Criminal Law Conference Committee 

Rey Merino and Joe Connors III 
 

2019 Outstanding Law Section of the Year 
Women’s Bar Section 

 

Liz Cantu, Chair; Natasha Martinez, Sharon Almaguer, Deborah Cordova,  
Brittany Gabrielson, Laura Haley and Brandy Voss 



 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 



 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 

Jose Ortega - Donna High School 
HCBA Essay Winner $1,000 

Sophia Magdaleno – Alamo Middle School 
HCBA Photography Winner $400 

Anna Alegria – Adame Elementary 
HCBA Poster Winner $150 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

HCBA & HCBF EVENTS 
 

 

January  
 Bill of Rights: Criminal Law CLE Annual Conference 

 

March  
Women’s Bar Section Justice is Served 

 

April 
Hockema Civil Law CLE Annual Conference 

 

May  
HCBA Board Officers Elections BBQ 

Law Day Gala 
 

June, July & August 
HCBA Summer Planning Season 

 

September  
Annual Membership Kick-Off 

 

October  
“Par Fore” Justice Golf Tournament 

 

November  
Heart Gallery 

Thanksgiving Food Drive 

Fiesta de Gracias 
 

 

December  
Black Robe Reception 

Delivery of Toys 



 
 

BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP 
 

HIDALGO COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 Network with your colleagues through events like the Annual Law Day 

Gala, Annual Golf Tournament, Annual Dia de Gracias event, Annual Black 

Robe Reception, Law Section membership, and other HCBA and HCBF 

Mixers to Community Service Events. 

 The HCBA offers 8 Law Sections Membership that offer CLE opportunities 

to all members. 

 Members receive reduced rates on our seminars. 

 Monthly & bi-monthly CLE lunch meetings make it easy to acquire your 

CLE hours. 

 1st year licensed attorney’s membership fee is waived. 

 Keep up to date on the HCBA and HCBF events through our monthly 

newsletter, The Summons. 

 Free Job Postings on our website and The Summons newsletter. 

 And so much more! Join Today! 



 
 

 

 

 

 

                 

 

HCBA LAW SECTIONS OFFERED 
 

Appellate Law CLE Section 

Criminal Law CLE Section 

Family Law CLE Section 

Estate Planning & Probate Law CLE 

General Civil Law CLE Section 

Immigration Law CLE Section 

Real Estate Law CLE Section 

Women’s Bar Section 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

Renew your HCBA Membership Today! 
It’s a new year, which means a new membership! Renew your 

membership today by visiting our website www.Hidalgobar.org and 

logon with your username and password. You can pay with either a 

credit card and a receipt will be sent to you. You can also download the 

membership dues renewal form and mail it in with a check made payable 

to the Hidalgo County Bar Association. 

Forgot your Password? 

Click “Forgot Password” link. Once you are logged in, click on the “Securely Renew 

Your Membership Now” link. Please update the forms with your most current 

information for our online records. As soon as your payment is received, we will 

reactivate your Member Profile.  

 

Please contact us at (956) 380-1691 if you have any questions. 

 

Cynthia Guerra, Executive Director 

Cynthia@hidalgobar.org  
 
 

Thank you! 

 

  

 

  

http://www.hidalgobar.org/
mailto:Cynthia@hidalgobar.org


 
 

HCBA MEMBERSHIP HAS ITS 

BENEFITS! JOIN TODAY 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Job Postings & Announcements 
      

One of the benefits of being a HCBA 

member is that members can post a job 

announcement on our website and our 

newsletter, The Summons, free of charge. We 

currently have a few job opportunities listed on 

our HCBA Online Job Bank. 

 If you are looking to hire an associate 

for your law practice or are an attorney seeking 

employment with one of our area law firms, 

please let your fellow bar member know by 

posting your classified ad online. Simply contact 

our office at 956-380-1691. 

 

 

Villeda Law Group is looking for an experienced 

paralegal in probate, transactions, including real 

estate. Bilingual ideal, but not required. Mark 

Talbot will be supervising attorney. VLG offers 

retirement benefit and health insurance and is 

competitive in salary compensation. Please 

submit resume to Villeda Law Group attention 

Mtalbot@mybusinesslawyer.com. 

 

 

HCBA JOB BANK 
 

The Garcia Legal Firm is a small civil defense firm 

seeking to hire a part-time or full-time attorney, 

preferably with 2 or more years of experience.  Salary 

commensurate with experience and qualifications. 

This is a unique opportunity for the right person. 

Interested applicants send resume to: 

legal@thegarcialegalfirm.com.  

  
Millin & Millin PLLC is growing and in need of a 

reliable and experienced full-time paralegal.  The 

paralegal will work directly with John Millin and 

Associate Attorney, Jaime Lopez. Applicants must be 

able to prepare basic legal document drafts, organize 

case files and communicate politely with clients. 

Please submit resumes, including educational 

background, previous job experience, certifications 

and technical skills to Gina Karam Millin at 

gina@millinmillin.com.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

mailto:legal@thegarcialegalfirm.com
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