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Got a tip to share? Email nurses@hinz.org.nz

Let t er from HiNZ-NI Chair
Hi and welcome to 2019
I would rstly like to acknowledge Michelle Honey for her many years of contribution,
inspiration and support for the digital nursing community as Chair of the HINZ NI. I have
some very large shoes to ll but luckily I am supported by an awesome exec team. I am
also very con dent that Michelle will continue to be a driving force in the eld of Nursing
Informatics, even as she steps down.
Something that I personally have been re ecting on is that many of our colleagues work in
and support nursing digital health without titles, job descriptions or recognition to re ect
this. Nurses are championing the use of new technologies and the sharing of clinical
information in many areas of patient care and as such it is important we have “a seat at
the decision making table”.
If anyone has a case study they would like to share, lessons learned or has seen any
interesting articles they would like to share, then please send them through to me
at angela.dezwart@orionhealth.com.
Please encourage your nursing colleagues to sign up on the HiNZ-NI website for the
newsletter here. Signing up to receive the newsletter is free.

Angela de Zwart

angela.dezwart@orionhealth.com
Chair of HiNZ Nursing Informatics Special Interest Group (HiNZ-NI)
PS. Remind your nursing colleagues to click here to sign up for this newsletter.

Digit al Healt h – New Zealand Updat es
Health Information Workforce Census
https://us12.campaign-archive.com/?u=3b80f171e856b1caac1a1a4aa&id=ce058df494
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The Health Information Workforce Census New Zealand kicked o at the HINZ conference
in late November and has had an impressive
763 responses. Conference attendees, DHBs
and PHOs were among those invited to
respond. The census was designed and
released in Australia with the aim to become
an international census of the health
information workforce. Karen Day led the rst
non-Australian census with Dr Rebecca
Grainger (rheumatologist and academic at
Otago University), and customised the survey
for New Zealanders. A rst-pass analysis of the results is underway with a high level report
due in the coming months.

Relevant for those working in primary care, sharing data with primary care or integrating with
Practice Management Systems

ProCare selects indici in PMS review
The country’s largest primary health
organisation, ProCare,
has selected indici after a year-long practice
management system review. ProCare chief
executive Steve Boomer says, “The ProCare
PMS review steering group and ProCare
Board have reached agreement that indici is
the system best suited to our needs.
However, we cannot recommend this as a
preferred system until we have reached a
suitable commercial agreement with Valentia Technologies, indici’s parent company.”
Indici was developed by Valentia in conjunction with Ventures, the commercial and
innovation arm of Pinnacle Primary Health Network. The cloud-based mobile PMS supports
the Health Care Home model of general practice, which is being adopted by PHOs across
the country, and involves improving access to care by o ering telehealth options for patients.
Seven vendors started in the review process and were narrowed down to indici and USbased Epic in mid-2018. Read the full article on eHealthNews.nz here.

Northland DHB translating data into information
https://us12.campaign-archive.com/?u=3b80f171e856b1caac1a1a4aa&id=ce058df494

2/9

8/10/2020

HiNZ-Nursing Informatics Group Newsletter 4 February

Subscribe

Northland
DHB Health Needs Assessment 2018
Past Issues

Translate

District health boards are required to identify the health needs of their population and to
regularly monitor health status and service use. The Northland Health Needs Assessment
tool aims to use current data to better understand the health of Northlanders, and also to
identify groups that have greater health needs. This information helps guide service
development, plan for future health needs and inform funding decisions. Read the full article
here.

A feel-good article outlining bene t through the innovative use of technology

Feeding penguins from hospital: New technology lifts spirits of
Starship children
The Starship Foundation has introduced new technology that helps children who are unable
to leave the hospital and their families enjoy some wonderful New Zealand
experiences. The bene t of lifting spirits is becoming increasingly recognised as having a
positive impact for children in hospital, so regular activations of the Starship 360 Experience
are planned on an ongoing basis. Starship Child Health Nurse Unit manager Helen Waldron
says such experiences have the potential to help the children’s recovery. Read the full article
here

Is this the future of radiology? A working group will explore what AI means for radiologists and
patients

New bid to map AI’s impact on radiology
In an e ort to deliver on safety for patients through the establishment of protocols
around AI, the Royal Australian and New Zealand College of Radiologists (RANZCR) has
created a working group that determines how the technology ts into the world of
radiology and healthcare.
Composed of practicing radiologists, data scientists, computer scientists and professionals in
https://us12.campaign-archive.com/?u=3b80f171e856b1caac1a1a4aa&id=ce058df494

3/9

8/10/2020

HiNZ-Nursing Informatics Group Newsletter 4 February

AI, the working group will explore what AI
Past Issues
means for radiologists, the safety of the
technology and training needed for doctors to
use it. RANZCR president Dr Lance Lawler
told HITNA that the group would also be
working towards evaluating the impacts of the
technology and the ethics of it, as well as how
it ts into accreditation and regulatory
frameworks.
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“We’re trying to be proactive with it so that we don’t end up in a situation where implications
are not thought through. Nowhere have we seen anyone seriously looking at these issues,
which is often the way that regulations and new technologies come about. We want the
technology to be used so that the bene ts of it are reaped without being exposed to undue
risk.”
According to Dr Lawler, AI is of huge potential to radiology as it’s “very good at image
recognition and pattern recognition”, which the eld uses for image analysis to diagnose and
follow up on diseases. But, even with the increasing hype around AI, there has not been
enough work done to understand what the technology is, what it will be good for, what the
risks of it are and how it can be applied to deliver better quality, lower cost healthcare to
Australian patients, he said. As such, the organisation is embarking on a multi-layered
approach to the issue. Read the full article here.

Digit al Healt h Nursing – Global
This is an older article, but is great as an overview if you are looking for a short snappy
summary of what nursing informatics is.

Introducing nursing informatics
Kirchner, Robert B. MSN, MBA, RN Nursing 2014: September 2014, Vol 44(9), pp. 22–23
UNTIL RECENTLY, nursing informatics (NI) was one of the lesser known nursing specialties,
even though it's been a recognised specialty for over 30 years. The Healthcare Information
and Management Systems Society (HIMSS) de nes NI as “a specialty that integrates nursing
science, computer science, and information science to manage and communicate data,
information, knowledge, and wisdom in nursing practice.”
https://us12.campaign-archive.com/?u=3b80f171e856b1caac1a1a4aa&id=ce058df494
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(EMR), NI has been gaining in popularity and the number of informatics nurses is growing.
With the anticipated emergence of the EMR as the primary tool for documenting and
communicating patient information in the coming years, the role of an informatics nurse is
becoming more important. In the coming months, this new department will explore various
aspects of the NI eld as it relates to patient care, care quality, and overall healthcare
improvement. Read the full article here.
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What does the future hold for nursing?

The role analytics and technology play in the future of nursing
Great strides are being made in the use of advanced technologies to complement the work
of nurses, but with the wave of innovation has
come a fear among some of keeping up with
the pace of change. Those at the vanguard of
technological transformation are no longer
necessarily in bunkers dressed in hoodies. In
the health sector, they are also at the bedside
and in medical practices administering best
quality care.
Integrated electronic health records, apps,
wearables, arti cial intelligence, 3D printers, telemedicine, genomics and robots are being
absorbed into clinical environments with greater frequency, placing pressure on healthcare
workers to be experts on the accelerating revolution. According to James Cook University’s
Dr Narelle Biedermann, such was the demand that it led to tailoring the JCU Online Master of
Nursing degree to demystify health tech developments and add the study of health
informatics.
“Students entered the subject voicing their fears about what they saw as the very rapid
advances in technology in both the clinical and education contexts. Many expressed feeling
lost and frightened of technology in healthcare,” Biedermann said. “When this education is
available and delivered in a safe, non-judgmental context, nurses have the opportunity to
see the value of advances in healthcare technology and informatics.” The bene ts can ow
beyond individuals to position nursing at the forefront of delivering best quality, tech-fueled
care. Read the full article here.

https://us12.campaign-archive.com/?u=3b80f171e856b1caac1a1a4aa&id=ce058df494
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Educat ion and Net working
29th Summer Institute in Nursing Informatics (SINI)

Healthcare Informatics: A catalyst for value-driven care transitions
Preconferences: Tuesday 16 July
Conference: Wednesday 17 July 17–Friday 19 July
See the website for more information
Health Informatics
Want to get involved in health informatics where you work? Karen Day is the programme
director of postgraduate studies in health informatics at The University of Auckland and now
is a good time to enrol in a Postgraduate Certi cate (4 courses) or Diploma (8 courses). Most
of the courses are already online, and the University is working towards getting a course
ready for wholly online students. The great thing about studying online is that you can join
discussions either via the social media software we use, videoconference calls or the phone.
Students are encouraged to work collaboratively using tools (such as video) that are
commonly used in health informatics environments. Online work is paced weekly and you
don’t need to take time o work to attend classes in person unless you want to be there for
the rst and last seminars of the semester. Pursuing studies in health informatics is an
important way of building and contributing to the health informatics workforce of New
Zealand. Looking forward to seeing you in class!
Contact Karen for more information at k.day@auckland.ac.nz

SNOMED CT website
Great website that covers all SNOMED CT information and free online courses. See the
website for more information.

CHIA (Certi ed Health Informatician Australasia)
CHIA is a certi cation for professionals looking to become formally recognised for their
knowledge and experience in health informatics. HiNZ is currently evaluating the proposal
for developing NZ content for the CHIA. For any questions relating to the CHIA in New
Zealand, please contact Michael Hosking at michael.hosking@orionhealth.com
https://us12.campaign-archive.com/?u=3b80f171e856b1caac1a1a4aa&id=ce058df494
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Karen Blake, regional manager health information at healthAlliance (with a background in
midwifery) re ects on her experience in completing CHIA certi cation.

"I completed the CHIA in January 2017, when I was looking to further my career in health
informatics. It involved many any hours of self-study, using the very comprehensive study
guide. I spent about two months studying over summer, and then prepared a set of notes
that I could quickly refer to during the exam. The self-study is crucial in learning about the
breadth of competencies that the exam assesses, and certainly broadened my knowledge
base. It’s also been useful in my work – when enterprise architects talk to me about TOGAF I
can think back to the study guide and learning for the rst time about this architectural
methodology: a topic that was never covered during my midwifery lectures at university!! I
believe that completing CHIA gave me credibility and con dence as a health informatician,
and I see it is a foundation certi cation for people working in this emerging profession. There
is an ongoing requirement to complete CPD to maintain certi cation, and I have recently
completed all my CPD activity to be credentialed for another three years. I would absolutely
recommend the CHIA to anyone who is interested in a career in health informatics and wants
to demonstrate that they have the knowledge and skills to work in digital health."
Karen is happy to be contacted by anyone wanting further information
Karen.Blake@healthAlliance.co.nz. See the website for more information.

Upcoming Event s
University of Sydney to hold AI in medicine
and surgery conference
Sydney, 9 March

The University of Sydney is planning to hold the rst Australian congress of
the Society for Arti cial Intelligence in Medicine, Surgery and Healthcare
(AMSAH) at Westmead Hospital in March.
The one-day conference will cover the technical aspects of AI, machine
learning, deep learning and data science, along with practical real-world
applications of AI in medicine, surgery and healthcare.
AMSAH hopes it will appeal to people from backgrounds such as computer
engineering, data science, medicine, dentistry, nursing, allied health, public
health, industry and government. Registrations are now open.

https://us12.campaign-archive.com/?u=3b80f171e856b1caac1a1a4aa&id=ce058df494

7/9

8/10/2020

Subscribe

HiNZ-Nursing Informatics Group Newsletter 4 February

Past Issues

Translate

Emerging Tech in Health 2019 – save the date
Rydges Latimer, Christchurch, 21+22 May

ETIH 2019, a two-day event. The rst day will focus on analytics. The second
day will highlight emerging technologies. Delegates have the option of
attending both days or one day, so they can focus on their area of interest.

MedInfo – International Medical Informatics Conference 2019
Lyon, France, 26–30 August

The next International Medical Informatics Association conference, which
always has a good nursing presence, is being held in Lyon, France from 26–30
August.

eHealth Nursing 2019 – save the date
Claudelands Event Centre, Hamilton, 20 November

The eHealth Nursing one day conference on Wednesday 20 November is New
Zealand's premier event for nurses interested in digital health. It's a part
of Digital Health Week NZ 18–22 November 2019, which features a range of
events and workshops catering to the range of professions and topics within
digital health.

International Nursing Informatics Conference 2020 –
Brisbane
Brisbane, 26–29 July 2020

The next International Medical Informatics Association-Nursing Informatics
Special Interest Group (IMIA-NI) conference is being held in Brisbane. HISA won
the bid to host the 15th international congress on Nursing Informatics – NI
2020. This will bring to Australia world leaders in nursing and midwifery,
making this a rare opportunity to learn from and network with nurses and
midwives at a global level in digital health. NI 2020 will be co-located with HIC
2020, the HISA annual conference, when it is held in Brisbane from Sunday 26
July to Wednesday 29 July 2020. The website is ni2020.org but there’s not
much information available yet, though you can sign up to get updates.

https://us12.campaign-archive.com/?u=3b80f171e856b1caac1a1a4aa&id=ce058df494
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About HiNZ-NI
The HiNZ Nursing Informatics Special Interest Group (HiNZ-NI) supports the
development of nursing informatics in New Zealand. HiNZ-NI publishes a free
eNewsletter with digital health updates of relevance to nurses.
Sign up for your own copy of this monthly newsletter
What is nursing informatics?
Nursing informatics science and practice integrates nursing, its information and
knowledge and their management with information and communication technologies to
promote the health of people, families and communities worldwide.
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