New year, new board members
HospitalityMaine kicked off 2020 with a new slate of board members. A cross-section
of the state of Maine, these diverse leaders come with energy and fresh ideas. Please
join us in welcoming this good-looking group.
Surrounding HM Board Chairman Steve DiMillo are (front row, left to right): Allyson
Cavaretta of Meadowmere Resort and Susan Sato of Yosaku. Back row, Matt
Chappell, Gather Restaurant, Roger Beaudoin of Restaurant Rockstars and
Annaliese Lafayette of Holiday Inn by the Bay. Not pictured is Tim Rich of the
Independent Cafe in Bar Harbor.
Thank you for your service and dedication to the industry. We look forward to working
together. Our first board of directors meeting is February 11 at the Senator Inn in
Augusta. Immediately following will be our 2020 Legislative Reception, at the same
location.

In the news

HM's 2020 vision on MaineBiz cover
Hospitality industry keeps focus on new workforce initiatives
When Steve Hewins became executive director of newly formed HospitalityMaine, the
mission was clear — advocate for the state’s restaurant and lodging industry, grow
the workforce and educate the public on what the industry does.
As 2020 begins, Hewins says inroads have been made, but those goals are still at the
forefront, and leading them all is strengthening the workforce.
“When I first came here, one of the first conversations I had was about the workforce
and what we’re going to do about it,” he says. Since then, workforce challenges have
“become a crisis,” but efforts to tackle them have risen to meet the challenge.
READ FULL STORY HERE.

Maine made more than $8 million off AirBnB stays last year
The upside: Eateries across the state are seeing positive impacts from short-term
rental visitors.
The downside: Airbnbs in coastal communities such as Portland, South Portland,
Bar Harbor and Ogunquit are shrinking workforce housing availability, HM's CEO
Steve Hewins tells New Center Maine. “We are concerned that that is going to put a
brake on the growth of the industry because we don’t have enough people right now to
work in it.”
Read full story here

Restaurateur of the year announced
Congrats Michelle Corry, owner of Five
Fifty-Five and Petite Jacqueline, you are
HospitalityMaine’s 2020 Restaurateur of
the Year!
Opening on Congress Street 17 years
ago, Corry and husband Steve were
pioneers in Portland's then-nascent
dining scene.
They added Petite Jacqueline to their
holdings 11 years ago. The French
bistro, which launched on Longfellow
Square, now anchors a bustling Market
Street corner.
What's the secret to her sustained
success? "Good people. Patience. No
sleep," said Corry.
Former chair of the Maine Restaurant
Association, instrumental in improving
our events and guiding our merger,
Michelle is "involved in every element of
the association," said CEO Steve
Hewins.
Come celebrate at the HM Gala March
31 at the DoubleTree Hotel in South
Portland.
More winners announced soon. Tix on
sale now

New hires
Shila Cook, Nonantum
A friendly face at the front desk, Cook is
the Nonantum Resort's new employee
development coordinator.
The Kennebunk native, who studied at
the University of Maine at Farmington
and the University of New England, is
back in Maine and embracing hospitality.
She previously taught high school
English for five years before gravitating
towards hotels.
Welcome Shila!
Send your employee news to
Kathleen@hospitalityMaine.com

Maine Restaurant and Lodging EXPO

Charge into 2020 off with a smart, focused game plan!
The EXPO is the only place in Northern New England for top-level hospitality decision
makers to discover new products and services to give their operations an edge. Don't
miss the state's premier business-to-business trade show on April 1 at the Cross
Insurance Arena in Portland.
Our new mobile app turns sales into an interactive experience allowing connections
from the showroom floor.
Over 100 exhibiting companies engage with hundreds of restaurant and lodging
decision makers in the most efficient and effective marketing event of the year.

Register for a booth or tickets here. Members of HospitalityMaine are eligible for two
complimentary passes

Hospitality events around the state

Many of our inn members get pie-eyed
this weekend at the annual Pies on
Parade in Rockland.
The Berry Manor Inn and Granite Inn,
among others, lay out the treats for this
delectable, moveable feast.
Proceeds from this ticketed event go to
support the local food bank.
C amden gets involved too with a
scavenger hunt. Wear loose pants and
bring your fork!
Full details here.
Text Link

Chef Summit 2020 is almost here!
Want to talk fermentation or woodfired? Savory or sweet?
Take a winter workshop from kitchen
rockstars next week in Portland at the
5th annual Chef Summit, Jan. 29 and 30
at O'Maine Studios. HM's chef of the
year Kerry Altiero heads up the
impressive roster.
Cap it off at the Sunday River Grand
Tasting on Saturday February 1. The
lineup of chefs includes HM's 2019
Restaurateurs of the year Danielle and
Justin Walker of Walkers Maine, and
Heidi Parent, a ProStart instructor.
The workshop courses are certified by the
American Culinary
Federation. ACF members will receive CEU
credit for attending workshop/demo
sessions on 1/29 and 1/30.
Sign up here:

Welcome new members
Provender Kitchen and Bar, Ellsworth
Nikanos, Ogunquit
Davo Automated Tax Sales
First National Bank, Damariscotta

Hospitality for Habitat returns
Attention lodging members
HospitalityMaine is sponsoring the 17th annual Hospitality for Habitat promotion this
spring.
Between April 16 to May 21, participating member properties will be asked to
designate a number of rooms, at half the regular rate, in exchange for a $35 guest
check payable to Habitat for Humanity.
Started in 2004, the program raises money for Habitat for Humanity by selling
shoulder season rooms at a discount. Ramp up early bookings while giving back.
Proceeds go to local chapters of Habitat for Humanity. Collectively we have raised
more than $240,000 for this ministry dedicated to eliminating poverty housing. Let's
keep this up!
To participate email cassidy@hospitalitymaine.com.

ProStart is Feb. 15 in Portland

Congratulations to our ProStart Teams from The Capital Area Technical Center in
Augusta and the Coastal Washington County Institute of Technology in Machias, who
perfect their culinary skills at Holiday Inn by The Bay on Feb. 15th at 9 a.m.
This year Coastal Washington is also focusing on restaurant management. Toques off
to this next generation of hospitality pros.
One school will earn the chance to advance to the National ProStart Student
Invitational and win scholarships. HM is proud of this educational outreach
supported by our members.

More here.

In memoriam

Herbert E. Ginn, who purchased the Nonantum Resort in 1994, passed away this
month. He is the father of HM board member Jean Ginn Marvin (pictured) who owns
the inn with her family.
"In the time period since he purchased the Nonantum our staff size has doubled, and
we have been awarded numerous recognitions. His passing left a huge hole in our
hearts," said Jean.
In the words of Tim Ames, Director of Sales at The Nonantum:
“The Town of Kennebunkport, and the hospitality community statewide, owe a debt of
gratitude to Mr. Ginn for saving the Nonantum. As a lifelong 'Kennebunk boy' growing
up here, I can confidently say the Nonantum, it's employees, and the community are
better off because of Herb Ginn.”
Read the obituary here.









