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 Dear IAVS members,
 
 The war in Ukraine also affects us, the creators 
 of the IAVS Bulletin. Anna Kuzemko, who tradi-
 tionally designs our newspapers, is currently in 
 surrounded Kiev fighting for the freedom of her
 country. Therefore, the bulletin comes out late.
 The final editing was done without Anna, so 
 please accept our apologies for any errors and
 for the less elaborate formatting.

 Due to the war, several of the events we planned
 will not take place - the 17th EDGG field workshop 
 in the Kherson-Poltava region in Ukraine, as well
 as the post-symposium excursion to the Altai 
 Mountains in Russia.

 
 We would like to express our solidarity with the 
 Ukrainian people in this way as well. We very much
 hope that the conflict will end peacefully soon.

 We have little possibility of providing concrete sup-
 port to help Ukraine defend itself against this inva-
 sion, but we encourage our members to support the
 numerous charities that are collecting funds to help
 humanitarian causes and offering a safe place to stu-
 dents and scientists (http://scienceforukraine.eu).

    IAVS Governing Board
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DOI - 10.21570/BUL-202201-1 MMinutes of the IAVS Council inutes of the IAVS Council 
Meeting 2021Meeting 2021
Date: July 26, 2021, 11:00 – 14:30 UTC

Location: online (Zoom) 

Participants

Members present: Susan Wiser (President), David 
Zelený (Secretary), Martin Diekmann (Vice President), 
Javier Loidi (Vice President), Monika Janišová (Vice 
President), Peter Minchin (Vice President), Alicia Acosta, 
Iva Apostolova, Idoia Biurrun, Helge Bruelheide, Andraž 
Čarni, Alessandro Chiarucci, Milan Chytrý, Francesco de 
Bello, Guillaume Decocq, Jürgen Dengler, Kazue Fujiwara, 
Riccardo Guarino, Tomáš Herben, Meelis Pärtel, Robert 
Peet, Valério Pillar, Peter Török, Wolfgang Willner = 24 
votes

Proxy votes: Elgene Box (gave proxy to Kazue Fujiwara), 
Sara Cousins (Alicia Acosta), Alessandra Fidelis (Susan 
Wiser), Florian Jansen (Helge Bruelheide), Anna 
Kuzemko (Peter Török), Jan 
Lepš (Francesco de Bello), 
Laco Mucina (Milan Chytrý), 
Vladimir Onipchenko 
(Milan Chytrý), Michael 
Palmer (Susan Wiser), John 
Rodwell (David Zelený), Joop 
Schaminée (Milan Chytrý), 
Viktoria Wagner (David 
Zelený) = 12 votes

Absent: Borja Jiménez-Alfaro, 
Alireza Naqinezhad, Emma 
Shidolo, Martin Zobel 

Invited Guests: Marie 
Mahieux (MCI), Daniel 
Sanchez-Mata (organiser 
of 2022 IAVS Symposium in 
Madrid), Carol Clark (Wiley), 
Reginald Guuroh (Young 
Scientists), Marius Bottin 
(LACS), Jean-Paul Theurillat 
(GPN), Felícia Fischer (Young 
Scientists), Lyubomir Penev 
(Pensoft)

1. Announcements of proxy 
votes (Zelený)

Zelený announced the 
participants and proxies.

2. Finances

a. Report for 2020 - (Wiser)

[Attachment 01 IAVS 2020 Financial statement]

● Membership dues are slightly higher than expected 
because the 3-year membership has not been accrued to 
future years. We will do that in the future, which means 
that for a couple of years, we will have a slightly lower 
income.

● No Honoraria for GB since there was no meeting.  The 
single honoraria paid related to 2019, but was not paid 
in that year.  Two GB members were reimbursed for air 
tickets to Vladivostok that could not be refunded.

● Taxes and filing: we found recently that the US tax 
return was not filed for 2019, so no payment was made.

Mixed beech-fir forest (Fagus sylvatica, Abies alba) in the Italian Alps (Val Campelle, Trento). The 
other tree species include Betula pendula, Larix decidua and Populus tremula.

Gianmaria Bonari (Gianmaria.Bonari@unibz.it) 

 

© Gianmaria Bonari 
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● Spent a lot less on Working Group support since we 
could have no WG activities due to COVID.

● Miscellaneous: we have quite higher expenses here 
than anticipated, mainly for accounting: MCI was working 
through setting up a bookkeeping system for us, so as 
our expense categories exactly match our budget (for 
many years not possible to reconcile the budget with 
our expenditure), and also sorting out 2019 budget and 
anything inherited from FASEB.

● 2020 finances have been shared with the auditors, Peet 
and Jansen, together with all related invoices and bank 
statements. 

There were no comments or questions. Vote to approve 
the 2020 Financial Statements: 22 votes in favour + the 
proxies (12 votes) = 32 votes, approved.

b. Auditing of financial report for 2019 (Peet, Jansen)

Peet reports: Never did a formal audit for 2018 due to the 
chaos from FASEB. 2019 is equally chaotic. Dutch account 
is looking good. The balances match. Will look at 2019 
over the next few months. Very optimistic about 2020.

c. Update of the budget for 2021 - discussion and approval 
(Wiser)

[Attachment 02 IAVS 2021 Financial projection]

Wiser’s suggested updates (in red in the document):

● Increased income from Wiley according to the estimate 
of what we will receive.

● Reduced membership income, no accrual of 
membership from 3-years membership, and problems 
with the new website and online payment system for 
2021 membership payments.

● Honoraria all reduced, based on waiver for annual 
symposium registration fees and no travel costs for either 
Associate Editors or Governing Board; Chief editors will 
receive their base funding.

● Additional bank charges from the Bill.com paying 
system. We are working on reducing this.

● Slight increase in DOI budget: Problem with ISSN 
number of Palearctic Grasslands Journal, need to redo all 
DOIs for all Journals.

● The fee for the new website is higher due to additional 
expenses for project management and transferring the 
content. Additional fees for archiving the old website. We 
are still determining whether this will be necessary in the 
long term.

● Awards and grants are lower – no honorary membership 
this year, no von Humboldt’s medal, no travel grants to 
WGs yet.

● Travel grants for the annual meeting but not that many 
applications and much smaller awards than usual (since 
the registration fees were already low).

● Retained travel grants for students for WGs for any 
potential meeting in the two last quarters, just in case 
they are feasible.

● Miscellaneous higher: we need to get legal advice to 
solve our ability to maintain a business address in the US 
as that allows us to maintain our tax-exempt status and 
avoid having to pay Belgium VAT (25%).

● Subsidy for the Annual Symposium, we decided to 
lower the fees as much as possible and offset that by 
the money we would otherwise spend on Honoraria and 
travel grants. We felt it was important to have a society 
meeting happening this year, to maintain the activity of 
the society, and this is also an experiment which will be 
useful for future years when we may need to organise 
hybrid or even purely virtual meetings.

Questions and comments on any feature? 

Pillar: Why is the cost so high for the virtual symposium? 
Wiser: Cost for the platform, fee for each talk. 

Peet: can we see the budget for the symposium? Wiser 
will send the detailed budget around. 

EVS Working Group is running the EVS annual meeting 
for free. Chytrý asked the university if they could use 
the platform via MS Teams. Will run it via MS Teams 
and at no cost. The abstract collection system is done 
by EVS members. This European conference was easier 
to organise than a global conference because of no 
problem with time zones and no parallel sessions. Chytrý 
also thinks 60,000 EUR is too much. EVS not recorded 
(although it could be, but found not necessary).

Zelený: The big difference from the EVS conference is 
that the IAVS symposium is for a full four-day symposium, 
including live events and the rest of the content pre-
recorded and on-demand available for the next three 
months after the symposium.  A professional AV company 
will provide support.  However, we were also surprised 
the price is so high. The technical workload is provided 
by MCI. 

Wiser: Important that we learn from the EVS experience, 
from this Symposium experience. We would not want to 
run a symposium at a big loss in the future. After these 
meetings, we will have a get-together about what worked, 
what did not work, and recommendations for the future. 
If we get more registrations, the overall cost will drop. 
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Dengler: asking whether 
participants still have to pay, 
Wiser replies yes, there is 
still a reduced registration 
fee, especially reduced for 
students. Dengler: EDGG 
is planning to organise an 
online conference in January, 
organised by professionals, 
and the offer is below 10,000 
EUR. They plan to make the 
EDGG conference completely 
free for participants, as it may 
be difficult when people are 
asked to pay a registration 
fee while they cannot see the 
cost behind it. They obtained 
a quote from an organising 
company in Turkey. Dengler 
will share the quote. EDGG 
will approach the IAVS GB to 
ask for financial support for 
the meeting.

Vote to accept the 2021 
revised budget: 23 votes 
in favour + the proxies (12 
votes) = 35 votes, approved.

d. Financial projection 
for 2022 – discussion and 
approval (Wiser)

[Attachment 03 IAVS 2022 
Financial projection]

● Income and expenses are 
based on the averages of 
recent budgets.

● Honoraria – we expect the Madrid symposium will be 
held in July 2022.

● Taxes, Business Office, same as last year.

● The website includes only an annual fee

● Awards kept as budgeted. Travel for Honoraria and Von 
Humboldt awardees, also for students to go to Madrid

● WG support kept the same

● VCS subsidy – To be discussed with the Publications 
report

● Miscellaneous expenses

Any questions or changes you want to make?

Dengler: Might be sensible to increase the travel grants 
for working groups. For example, the South America 
group is quite active, and the African section will emerge.

Wiser: travel grants for WG were raised last year to 14k. 
Before it was 10k.

Willner: Nomenclature group may need subsidy for 
building the database, but Wiser said that it is budgeted 
separately: there is Financial support for WG (15,000 
EUR) and travel grants for students related to WG (14,000 
EUR).

Wiser: We can approve a higher amount for WG as 
proposals are received, as generally the budget is 
underspent.  No further requirements were raised.

e. Appointment of auditors (Wiser)

Peet and Jansen have been auditors in the past. After 
doing 2020, Peet will reconfirm but would like to step 

Batis maritima vegetation in a brackish pool on the Caribbean island of Klein Curaçao, surrounded 
by Avicennia germinans and Conocarpus erectus mangroves. In the 19th century, Klein Curaçao 
was severely damaged by the extraction of guano and the introduction of goats. In 1996, the 
goats were eradicated, and a reforestation program was set up, resulting in the restoration of 

natural vegetation, including this mangrove habitat.
Rense Haveman (rense.haveman@wur.nl)

© R. Haveman
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down in the near future. Jansen is not in the meeting; 
Bruelheide is his proxy. Wiser confirmed it should be 
easier in the future than it has been in the past. (Update: 
On July 31, Jansen sent an email that he is willing to serve 
as an auditor in the following year)

3. IAVS Business Office

a. Report from MCI (Mahieux)

[Attachment 04a Mahieux 2021 IAVS Business Report]

[Attachment 04b Mahieux 2021 IAVS Membership 
statistics]

The transition from FASEB to MCI was not as smooth as we 
hoped. The first admin person had to resign and leave for 
Italy because of COVID in her family. The second person 
was juggling a second position, but later, unfortunately, 
fell ill with COVID and resigned in December 2020. Now 
we have Mahieux, and some of the outstanding issues 
have been solved; our finances have been straightened 
out and the website launched. We still have troubles with 

our payment processing website and we hope this will be 
solved soon.

Questions were raised. Minchin on the Membership 
platform; Mahieux said that completion of the Community 
platform is expected for Q3/Q4 2021. Dengler asked 
whether the database is fully functional and when it will 
be if not functional yet; Mahieux said that the database 
was basically cleaned and uploaded but not finalised 
yet; Working Group Chairs can get access and it can be 
searched. Is it possible to communicate assignments to 
working groups people; Mahieux said that this is the 
next step to discuss among Working groups whether 
chairs prefer to get the information about membership 
assignments to working groups directly or it should be 
centralised. Minchin suggests that it should be possible 
to have name lists belonging to all working groups; 
Mahieux confirms this will be possible once we upload 
the lists to the database. Dengler asked about historical 
information (members, participants of the symposia); 
Mahieux confirmed that Q3/Q4 it should be uploaded 
to the membership database. Mahieux will work in 
close collaboration with GB, Membership Committee, 

and Website & Social Media 
Committee to enhance 
member engagement via the 
new platform.

Wiser: It’s important to give 
feedback on the new website 
and membership database, 
so that and problems can be 
identified and fixed and also 
so it can be improved.

Dengler asked about the 
process of becoming a 
member; Mahieux: new 
members and membership 
renewals can be processed but 
we have no online payment 
system. All those who have 
joined will be recontacted 
once the payment system is 
functional.

Biurrun: will the membership 
system tell members that 
they need to renew their 
membership? 

Mahieux: all members can 
access their profile on the 
Community platform, and in 
the settings, members can 

see when their membership 
will expire (login to iavs.org > 
Account + Settings > Payments 

Landslide disturbance generates bare ground habitat and provides the occasion for regeneration 
of hundreds-year-old giant trees. This example of a landslide in Taiwan shows yellow-green 
seedlings of Picea morrisonicola and adult trees of the same species in the forest in the 

background. Chien-Fan Chen (taif.chenc@gmail.com)

© C.-F. Chen
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& History > Membership); 
we can also decide to notify 
members that the membership 
will soon expire.

4. Reports on publications

a. Publications officer 
(Minchin)

[Attachment 05 Minchin 
Publications Committee 
Report 2021]

i. Discuss the next steps 
in making a decision on a 
publisher for JVS/AVS before 
our current interim (2021-
2023) contract with Wiley 
expires.

● Looking for an active 
member in the Publications 
Committee. Any suggestions 
please send by email to 
Minchin; someone who has 
interest and experience with 
publications.

● Both Journals are doing very 
well. 

● Chief Editors have changed; 
Alessandro Chiarucci stepped 
down, and a new chief editor, 
Jodi Price, was appointed. 

● Would like to give a big 
thanks to the Chief Eds, the Associate Eds and the Editorial 
Boards for their amazing work done.

● Discussion about the transition of AVS to Open Access 
(OA) in 2021; we haven’t agreed to it, and thanks to that, 
we have an interim Publishing Agreement with Wiley 
which is only for three years (instead of five years). We 
need to resolve this issue shortly. The main points of the 
new contract (valid until 2023): we are moving to the 
online-only mode for both journals and switching to a 
continuous publication model (no need for filling issues); 
IAVS moved from a profit-share model for revenue-sharing 
to a royalty model.  In the royalty model, we receive a 
fixed percentage of the gross income (negotiated to be 
48% out of the originally offered 43%). Agreement about 
moving to OA does not appear in the three-years contract. 
In the end, we are rather happy with the contract; the 
only thing remaining not satisfactory is the APC payment 
OA under the hybrid model (3800 USD). 

● Now is time to start thinking about the future 
publication of JVS and AVS, whether to stay with Wiley 
or consider moving to a different publisher. Time for one 
year to collect information and discuss the decision. Wiley 
still hopes we will move AVS to OA and eventually also 
JVS, probably in the next contract period, but most of our 
members are not in favour of paying for the APC; the APC 
is high and Wiley is rather inflexible in decreasing it. For 
VCS, we have a schedule of discounts and waivers for APC 
(low-income countries and financial hardships), and we 
would like to see a similar consistent system of discounts 
for JVS/AVS under the OA scenario. Another requirement 
from Wiley is to increase the number of articles by 10% 
every year, and Wiley will likely keep insisting on that 
(another burden for the editorial team). 

We need to secure reasonable income for IAVS to cover 
our expenses; on the other side, we should keep in mind 
that we are not a for-profit organization, earning profits is 
not our main aim.

Luis López-Mársico (luislopez@fcien.edu.uy). Pyric herbivory: Fire is employed as a management 
tool in some Uruguayan grasslands and, together with livestock, allows maintaining this type 
of open ecosystem. The picture is related to the paper: López-Mársico, L., Lezama, F. & Altesor, 
A. (2021) Heterogeneity decreases as time since fire increases in a South American grassland. 

Applied Vegetation Science, 24(1), e12521. https://doi.org/10.1111/avsc.12521

© L. López-Mársico
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● Four bullet points on what to do shortly:

 – Find a consultant for planning the best future 
strategy - can send an estimate to be approved by 
email.

 – Request proposals from different publishers to see 
who has the best offer.

 – Consider looking for a low-cost OA publisher (like 
Pensoft, who currently publishes our VCS journal).

● We hope to spend next year collecting and discussing 
all this info and report at next year’s Council meeting.

ii. Proposal for continued financial support of VCS until it 
gets an Impact Factor and CiteScore (hopefully in 2023)

All the VCS editors are doing a great job. No impact factor 
(IF) yet. IAVS agreed to subsidize the APC until the journal 
receives IF. No chance of getting an impact factor before 
mid-2023. Without IF, it will be difficult to get submissions. 
Discussed with Chief Ed. Need 20 papers a year. Target is 
to publish 30 in 2022 and 36 in 2023. It is estimated that 
a quarter of authors currently have the possibility to pay 
the APC. Authors will be asked if they have the funding, 
and then they pay; the rest can get a waiver. 18,000 EUR is 
requested for 2022. 12,000 EUR for 2023, but that is only 
an estimate. It could be that funding for APCs increased. 
This new journal is an excellent investment. Excellent job 
is done by the team getting the journal up and running 
and we would like to see VCS be a success. 

Wiser: let’s put 12,000 EUR aside as we won’t make a 
projection for 2023 and will consider it next year.  For 
now, we will vote on support for VCS for 2022.

12k will be discussed later (the next Council meeting?). 
18k vote: 23 in favour (plus proxies).

b. Publishers reports (Clark, Wiley; Penev, Pensoft)

Minchin would like to ask for a clear justification of why 
the APC is so high. Clark: new impact factor now, so we 
can compare the new rankings and new impact factors. 
When we do the analysis for the APC level, we look at 
the impact factor, competitors, geographic distribution, 
available funding, article types. Wiley has an independent 
group for estimating APC across all publications, doing 
some analysis showing different points, considering 
journals characteristics, etc. Clark says that it is 
important to members and associations, but at the end 
of the day, funders are those who drive the publication 
landscape; there is an increase in the publication of OA 
papers in both journals, authors can pay APC, Wiley is 
losing subscriptions, libraries are cutting budgets, so to 
keep financially sustainable we need to keep OA under 
consideration. Minchin argues that if APC is lower, more 
authors will be able to afford it; Clark – we still see an 

increase in the number of authors paying APC. Minchin: 
When you put the info together, we would like to know 
why the APC is much higher than other journals in the 
same area (Journal of Ecology, Ecology). 

Chytrý: we should have a discussion among GB and 
Editors about what will be the future of both journals; 
the publication landscape is moving, our members may 
not be ready for that, but there will be a shift to OA. We 
need to decide whether to find some other publisher or 
stay with Wiley and establish some funding mechanism 
from revenues to pay APC for those authors who cannot 
afford it.

Pillar: regarding the 10% aim to increase publication 
number in JVS/AVS; we have a narrow, strict scope (plant 
community ecology), and this needs to be kept in mind. 
Best papers from our society members may be published 
in our journals. Chief Editors are not willing to change the 
scope.

Dengler: Golden OA approach is not viable from a long-
term perspective, especially in the Ecology field, often 
based in developing countries by freelancers; he suggests 
that the only viable solution is Diamond OA, where 
funding agencies are paying societies to produce valuable 
content. 

Penev: VCS is doing better than expected, reached all 
goals for coverage in SCOPUS and soon in WoS (which is 
less transparent than Scopus is). Appreciate the very open 
and co-operating team of chief editors.  Any questions? 
No.

Peet: There is a problem with communication regarding 
editorial decisions: we need to communicate with people 
from the publisher who are making these decisions. 
Clark: We have an open research group in Wiley that 
reviews proposals and Government proposals and 
which is separate from the editorial groups; they discuss 
strategies on the larger, national level. Peet: No, we 
think Wiley doesn’t understand how our organisation 
works; otherwise, it would be easier for Wiley to explain 
to us the reasons for their decisions and the numbers 
behind our publications and contract, explain differences 
between our APC and APC of Ecology or other journals, 
we need more direct line of communication with people 
responsible for drafting the contract. Clark: Then it is 
more responsibility of my senior officers and directors, 
Geneviève, but her duties were taken over by Violeta 
Ribarska, and she can participate in a meeting. Minchin: 
The tendency of Wiley to take decisions and announce 
them to us and then give us a very short time to decide 
is very challenging for us.  For doing substantial changes 
we need a clear explanation of the rationale.  Also, as 
we are all volunteers we need more time to process the 
information provided and make major decisions. We 
also need a better rationale from Wiley explaining their 
proposals to us. Wiser: We are reasonable people, but 
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we also need clear explanations of the reasoning behind 
Wiley’s recommendations. Clark: We all hope that the 
journals will be successful; we hope to recommend the 
best practices within the publishing landscape. Minchin: 
We recognize that OA is inevitable, but we question 
whether we need to be the earliest adopters. 

Wiser: we need to have a more detailed discussion. As 
Chytrý suggested, we can move forward to OA with APC 
and take some money from the IAVS budget to subsidize 
OA money, but we need to do some financial modelling 
to underpin this.

Bruelheide: Supports the last suggestion, Dengler’s 
suggestion was idealistic, but that may not be realistic; 
we can split journals, e.g. use AVS as the flagship model 
and use it to subsidize the other journals. How will APC 
evolve in the future? Example of Nature with extremely 
high APC. The better a Journal does, the higher the APCs, 
but this we should avoid; our aim is not to make money 
out of this but to make it affordable for our members. 
Hope to get an answer from Wiley on how to set such 
a system that makes this possible. Clark: journals with 
higher ranking tend to charge higher APC, depending on 
publisher and modelling, will look into it; Wiley is hoping 
to keep APC the same for both journals.

Minchin: what should we do next year about this APC 
system? Zelený: Supports the system when journals go 
OA (maybe AVS first and JVS later), and we use part of 
our income in IAVS to cover APC for those authors who 
cannot afford to pay; this means to stay with the current 
publisher and follow the requirement of Wiley, but 
offer alternative ways of payment. Minchin: We need to 
do financial modelling to see how this can be covered. 
Wiser: We can do this by ourselves, we just need to know 
where the authors are from. We may need to know how 
much the consultant costs. Dengler: go with Pensoft we 
can achieve a similar income as we have now. Zelený: 
Not really; if the income should stay similar to now, the 
APC (after accounting for 650 EUR for Pensoft) will have 
to be close to 2000 EUR per article, for sure higher than 
1500 EUR, based on rough calculations. Minchin: Zelený 
should be part of the group discussing future publication 
strategies. Bruelheide:  is also happy to join the group 
discussing the future of the publication strategy. Wiser: 
summarises what was said, any other Council member 
interested in developing publication strategy for IAVS 
please contact Minchin. 

c. AVS & JVS Chief Editors (Chytrý)

[Attachment 07 Chytry AVS JVS Chief Editors Report 2021]

Chytrý – report presented, not much to add. Discussion 
is needed on what will be the future of the Journals; if 
we like it or not, a shift to Open Access is happening. We 
need to discuss if we will continue with Wiley or if we 
want to go to a cheaper publisher or stay with Wiley and 

negotiate. 

Pillar – comment regarding the 10% increase of AVS/JVS: 
rejecting several manuscripts because they are out of 
scope. Should we include them? Does not make sense.

d. VCS Chief Editors (Dengler)

[Attachment 08 Dengler VCS Chief Editors Report 2021]

A comprehensive report was tabled.  Please contact 
Dengler if you have questions.

e. Bulletin (Minchin)

Janišová continues to do an excellent job as Editor of the 
Bulletin. If anyone has any suggestions for articles you 
can contact her.

5. Committee reports

a. Meetings Committee (Loidi)

[Attachment 09 Loidi Meetings Committee Report 2021]

i. Loidi: Scheduled excursion in the Altai (by Ermakov) will 
be maintained, all those who registered will be able to do 
it in summer 2022. For 2023 there were two proposals, 
one for Taiwan by Zelený, and the other for Australia by 
John Hunter, but neither has been proposed formally.

ii. Update about Madrid 2022 Symposium (Sanchez-Mata)

Ready to prepare a hybrid meeting in case it is needed. 1st 
circular and web page in the coming weeks. Registration 
will start soon. Invitation: Pierre Legendre to give a 
workshop before the symposium (originally planned for 
Vladivostok, later cancelled), plus another workshop 
related to ecoinformatics (modelling, vegetation science, 
etc.). All is well, hope to see you all in Madrid.

iii. Update about Taiwan symposium 2023 (Zelený)

The proposal is still the same, the meeting may be in 
Taiwan at the end of June in 2023, but under the current 
COVID situation (Taiwan completely closed for foreigners 
and under zero COVID strategy), planning is very difficult, 
very few people are vaccinated. If the situation remains 
the same, technically impossible to organise in Taiwan, 
but it’s really difficult to see what will be in two years. 
We keep the offer, we have an organising team, but it is 
uncertain. (UPDATE from later GB meetings: Taiwanese 
organisers decided to temporarily suspend the offer for 
the organisation of the meeting in 2023 since the long-
term government strategy seems to be to maintain 
zero COVID strategy and keep boundaries closed for 
foreigners).

iv. Strategy for future meetings during and after the 
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COVID era (Diekmann)

Loidi: Madrid already thinking of doing it hybrid. In 
Europe, everyone is optimistic that everyone is getting 
vaccinated. Not sure about 2023, a proposal from 
Australia, but perhaps we will have the same problem as 
Taiwan. Currently, 2023 is uncertain. 

Wiser: question for Sanchez-Mata. For the hybrid meeting 
very useful if get more detail on how this will work? After 
IAVS and EVS symposium, we will discuss what worked 
and what didn’t. We hope to see the details of how the 
company proposes how the hybrid meeting will work. 
Sanchez-Mata: we need to make sure participants choose 
the in-person or virtual mode. Wiser: hybrid symposium 
will be different from the in-person symposium, and 
also, in the future, our meetings will probably be all 
hybrid. Sanchez-Mata: Ok. Zelený & Wiser: Should we 
have a special meeting after EVS and IAVS meetings to 
discuss experience from virtual meetings (not the Council 
meeting, but anyone from Council can join if interested). 
Pillar: whether Altai excursion will take place before 
or after the symposium? Loidi & Sanchez-Mata: Altai 
perhaps as post-symposium, because the timing is more 

suitable, but need to discuss with Ermakov, will reach back 
to announce, not sure how many participants registered 
for it (not too many perhaps). 

b. Membership Committee (Dengler)

[Attachment 10 Dengler Membership Committee Report 
2021]

The membership committee is more or less on hold, 
waiting for the membership database to be ready, and 
then we want to launch an advertising campaign. Several 
activities to gain members. Pushed a bit the Africa 
regional section and East Asian and Southwest Asia to 
form new regional sections. 

Zelený: which countries are part of the proposed East-
Asian regional section? Dengler: preliminarily Japan, 
Taiwan, China, Korea, Mongolia and Eastern Russia, but 
just starting point, at Asian Grassland Conference we 
need to discuss this. A regional section for Asia as whole 
is too big and too diverse, organising regional conferences 
may not be viable. 

c. Global Sponsorship 
Committee (Fidelis)

[Attachment 11 Fidelis Global 
Sponsorship Committee 
Report 2021]

Cf. report.

d. Awards Committee 
(Schaminée)

[Attachment 12 Schaminee 
Awards Committee Report 
2021]

Wiser: TBD later in the agenda: 
Working on improving the 
working and timetable of the 
Awards Committee. All went 
on hold with COVID, but the 
GB did not necessarily want 
all the awards to go on hold. 
(UPDATE from later: After 
many years of successful 
service of Schaminée (chair) 
and the current committee,  
Diekmann has become the 
interim chair and is reforming 
the committee with some 
current and new members 
with the intention to get 
back on track in the current 
challenging environment).

Colorful vegetation zonation in saline depressions on fossil salt deposits at the Turda salt mine in 
the Transylvanian Basin, Romania. Most saline non-vegetated areas transition into a Salicornia-
dominated zone, followed by Puccinellia distans and Tripolium pannonicum subsp. pannonicum.

Ricarda Pätsch (ricarda.paetsch@gmail.com). 

© R. Pätsch
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e. Ethics Committee (Woods)

[Attachment 13 Woods Ethics Committee Report 2021]

Nothing to report. 

f. Website and Social Media Committee (Wagner)

[Attachment 14 Wagner etal Website and Social Media 
Committee Report 2021]

Cf. report and if any questions contact Wagner.

g. Carbon Footprint Special Committee (Wagner)

[Attachment 15a Wagner etal Carbon Footprint Special 
Committee Report 2021]

iii. Discussion of proposed Sustainable Event Policy 
(Wagner)

[Attachment 15b Wagner et al Sustainability_policy_
draft_v1]

Diekmann: the first draft of the Sustainable Event Policy 
received but need more discussion in the Council and 
within IAVS in general. A couple of points immediately 
affect the organising of future symposia in selecting 
the locations, for example, and also in how to organise 
the meetings themselves. There is a trade-off between 
the principles and the cost. We need experience from 
other IAVS symposia, and also from other societies our 
members are part of. Need more ideas and better ideas on 
how to implement. Zelený: physical meeting is one thing, 
but a major part of our symposia are excursions. We are 
travelling because we want to see different vegetation 
types. This part is not covered in the policy and should be. 
Diekmann: we would like to receive feedback on the policy 
but also experience from other events. We need clear 
recommendations but not at that point yet. Dengler: for 
carbon footprint, the biggest issue is travelling around the 
World; if we should take it seriously, we need to consider 
alternative options as virtual meetings or partial hybrid 
modes to reduce travel-related carbon footprint, only 
a small fraction of participants goes for excursions, for 
others it may not be so much different if they participate 
remotely. Diekmann: Dengler is right, this was already 
discussed in Bremen, but at this moment there is no 
clear solution to the problem, we have COVID changing 
situation, but we need more discussion in the Society 
before we write it in detail to the policy; in Bremen, most 
people were in favour of having the meeting in-person. 
Wiser: suggestion for Sanchez-Mata is that he may run 
these suggestions through his organisation team of 
the Symposia to see if they meet these criteria and if it 
would cost more to accommodate them. Sanchez-Mata: 
unfortunately disconnected. Diekmann: we hope to 
get reflections from Council members about what they 

learned from other meetings and how this experience 
matches our document. 

h. How well are the IAVS Committees functioning? 
(Zelený, Diekmann)

Zelený: The issue with the Awards Committee started by 
Zelený’s email to Schaminée expressing concern about 
the inactivity of the Awards Committee, followed by 
the response from Schaminée. There is no one in this 
meeting from the Awards committee (except Diekmann), 
so it is difficult to discuss this. We agree that the Awards 
committee will propose a timetable when they will 
announce awards and that they will also more actively 
participate in the Young Scientists Awards during the 
symposia (GB asked the committee to join the planned 
virtual symposium in July, but Schaminée brought 
forward that the competition would be difficult to 
organize, both for poster and oral; however, GB thought 
it most appropriate that the Awards committee should 
do this job). Diekmann: Agree, the difference of opinion 
between the GB and the committee about the duties; we 
are currently in discussion with the Awards committee on 
how best to resolve this. 

Wiser:  Asked if other Committees are finding it challenging 
to operate under Covid and if so please contact the GB for 
ideas on how you can best be supported. On the face of it, 
all other committees appear to be functioning well.

6. Reports of Working groups / Regional sections

a. Eurasian Dry Grassland Group (EDGG) (Dengler)

[Attachment 16a Dengler EDGG Report 2021]

iv. Approval of the new bylaws by Council needed, very 
minor changes (see the presentation of changes, updated 
bylaws, and the same file with track changes)

[Attachment 16b Dengler Presentation of Bylaw changes]

[Attachment 16c Bylaws_EDGG_2021_approved by EDGG 
and GB]

[Attachment 16d Bylaws_EDGG_2021_track-changes]

Vote for updated EDGG bylaws: 21 in favour (+ proxies). 
Bylaws approved.

b. European Vegetation Survey (EVS) (Chytrý)

[Attachment 17 Chytry etal EVS Report 2021]

Chytrý: organising EVS conference, 6-7 September, 
still possible to register, no fee, cannot submit abstract 
(deadline passed), everyone can participate; the 
advantage of non-profit conferences where you can 
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register a few days in advance and still can be accepted.

Cf. Report.

c. Group for Phytosociological Nomenclature (GPN) 
(Theurillat)

[Attachment 18 Theurillat GPN Report 2021]

Theurillat: We would like to build an online database for 
registration of all vegetation units published (already 
published and also new ones); we hope to put already 
existing descriptions online and also put the new ones; 
appreciate that website is functional, and want to 
develop an interactive link with the new edition of the 
International Code of Phytosociological Nomenclature on 
the website, so as people can have interaction between 
articles directly on the website (not possible in pdf). 

Other issues cf. Report. 

d. Vegetation Classification Working Group (VCWG) 
(Franklin)

[Attachment 19 Franklin VCWG Report 2021]

Cf. Report. 

e. Ecoinformatics (Jiménez-Alfaro)

No updates, no report.

f. North American Section (Minchin)

[Attachment 21 Minchin NAS Report 2021]

Cf. Report. Wiser: Section not very active, serious 
consideration needs to be made whether the section is 
going to be active.

g. Young Scientists (Fischer)

[Attachment 22 Fischer YS Report 2021]

Fischer: Last year YS prepared the online workshop 
(October), quite a success, even now still having other 
results (preparing paper together, soon to be submitted). 
A new Steering Committee was elected (see the report 
for names). YS also proposed a novel format for Virtual 
Symposia, Virtual Excursions. Open for new young 
scientists’ nominations to highlight their work via IAVS 
social media; every two weeks, YS prepare a small 
page for each young scientist highlighting their work, 
post on social media and personal accounts. Open for 
the nomination of young scientists to advertise their 
achievements, and to increase awareness of people from 
underrepresented groups. Rest cf. Report.

Wiser: looking forward to watching Virtual Excursions; we 
can continue this also in the future.

Bruelheide wanted to applaud the virtual excursions 
project and suggested maybe adding this idea to the 
carbon footprint Committee suggestion – record part of 
the pre- or post-symposium excursion and add to the 
symposium website, so even people not participating 
in-person at the symposium have something from the 
excursions.

h. Latin American and Caribbean Section (LACS) (Bottin)

[Attachment 23 Bottin LACS Report 2021]

Bottin: The section is working well, with around 90 
members. Organised several webinars. No contact with 
the Caribbean countries. A new project with Dengler, 
might do a special issue in VCS focused on studies of LACS 
members, working on bibliometrics to understand the 
place of LACS in JVS and AVS. Rest cf. Report.

Bruelheide: Within sPlot, we can look for local members 
from the Caribbean and send it to Marius; Marius 
appreciates that.

i. Historical Ecology Working Group (Decocq)

[Attachment 24 Decocq Historical Ecology WG Report 
2021]

Cf. Report.

j. Proposal to establish new working group, IAVS-African 
section (Guuroh)

[Attachment 25 Guuroh African Section Bylaws Proposal]

Guuroh: Formal establishment of the African group 
may give two-way benefits: give scientists in Africa the 
opportunity to benefit from IAVS but also grow IAVS 
membership in the African continent by giving a platform 
to reach more people and countries in Africa. We have 
done some activities, most of them virtual meetings, 45 
people in discussions in WhatsApp and mailing list. Also 
proposed to do a special session at the Virtual Symposium 
this year with high interest among members of the 
Section. Planning to do webinars, also suggesting more 
people join and make the group stronger. Received a lot 
of support from the Council and also thanked on behalf 
of colleagues. 

Wiser: Thanks a lot for the activity and congratulation to 
Reginald, the African region tends to be unrepresented in 
IAVS and this is a nice opportunity. Any questions about 
the Bylaws? They largely follow the template that has 
been used before. 
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Voting for bylaws (following the template we usually 
use for WG and RG): 23 votes in favour (+ proxies). 
Congratulations!

k. Status of Circumboreal Vegetation Map WG - should 
we formally discontinue this group?

We have not heard anything from Steven Talbot in several 
years. Zelený contacted Jozef Šibík, but no response. 
Sanchez-Mata was involved in the first stages of the 
project and suggested asking Pavel Krestov who might 
have info. Kazue had contacts with them, will ask Talbot 
what happened. Sanchez-Mata: contact the Arctic council 
and Arctic map. Zelený: Do we have a procedure how to 
disband the existing working group? Dengler: They do 

not formally exist since they don’t have bylaws. Zelený 
or Wiser will contact Pavel Krestov and Skip Walker. 
Bruelheide: we may offer them to make use of sPlot for 
their map. UPDATE: there were some new developments, 
the group may still keep existing.

7. Other business

Janišová suggests making a group photo.

All wished Zelený a happy birthday!

Natural forest-grassland mosaics in the Atlantic Forest biome (Mata Mata Atlântica), southern Brazil. This landscape is mainly 
maintained by cattle grazing and fire regimes. In this picture, Araucaria angustifolia dominates the forest patches.

Anaclara Guido (aguido@fcien.edu.uy) 



WWW.IAVS.ORG     IAVS BULLETIN 2022/1                            PAGE 14 OF 36

MMembership guidelines
by Marie Mahieux
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DOI - 10.21570/BUL-202201-2 VVirtual Excursions: Share your field 
experience with IAVS!
by Felícia M. Fischer, Karen Castillioni and David Zelený

After the success of the special session “Virtual Excursions” 
during the 63rd IAVS Annual Symposium in September 
2021 (https://www.iavs.org/page/Symposium2021_
AnnualSymposiumHome), we announce that videos 
for which authors agreed sharing are now available 
on the IAVS homepage at https://www.iavs.org/page/
publications_virtual_excursions. Welcome to visit the 
website!

Also, we are now launching another call for submissions 
of Virtual Excursions, which will be broadcasted at the 
hybrid 64th IAVS Annual Symposium in Madrid, and then 
they will be available on the IAVS website. The deadline 
for submission of the abstract is March 15, 2022 (same 
as the deadline for submission of other symposium 
contributions).

Virtual excursions are the opportunity to share your first-
hand scientific experiences in a short (up to 10 minutes) 
video. The video should be related to an ongoing project 
in vegetation science and preferably made in a ‘field or 
lab environment’. Sample 
processing demonstrations 
are also welcome as a way 
to accommodate field 
access restrictions due to 
the pandemic. Similarly, 
if the participant’s project 
is not an experiment, 
highlighting findings/
methods on real-
world examples will 
be acceptable (e.g. 
comparing different 
areas). The format is 
flexible - we leave freedom 
for authors to be creative 
and show their research 
accordingly. For instance, 
a video could start with a 
brief introduction of the 
participant, followed by 
highlighting their research 
questions and key methods 
used to answer them, 
as if the participant was 
demonstrating their study 
to a visitor in their study 

site. This format is not appropriate for the presentation 
of formal research talks (e.g. in a slide show). 

If you are interested in participating in the virtual excursion 
initiative, please fill out the following form  https://forms.
gle/87FpAGQ5DZjcdZkR6 providing a short description of 
what the video is going to show (max. 3000 characters 
including spaces) and (optionally) 1-3 pictures. After that, 
you will receive a notification on the acceptance of your 
proposal and information on how to upload your videos. 
Please, be aware of the copyright law responsibilities if 
you intend to have music or images. IAVS will not take 
responsibility for sharing unlicensed content online.

This initiative is being handled by the Young Scientists 
of the IAVS; if you have any questions, please contact 
iavs.yssteeringcommittee@gmail.com. All applications 
are welcome, and we want to especially encourage the 
participation of young scientists and under-represented 
groups.



WWW.IAVS.ORG     IAVS BULLETIN 2022/1                            PAGE 18 OF 36

DOI - 10.21570/BUL-202201-3 AAsian Grasslands Conference

New dates: 19-21st April 2022

Please register at https://edgg.org/AGC/registration, 

Extended abstract submission deadline: 6th March 2022

Photos: Empusa fasciata eating Aporia crataegi by Didem Ambarlı, a yak herd by Jianshuang Wu, Spoonwing lacewing Nemoptera 
sinuata by Jürgen Dengler, and Stipa capillata and Stipa zalesskii steppe by Ilya Smelansky

The Asian Grasslands Conference is a virtual event, with 
presentations on a diverse range of topics on the overall 
theme of Asian Grasslands. The programme includes 
three keynote lectures, regular oral presentations and a 
poster session supported by speed talks. Participation in 
the conference is free of charge, thanks to the generous 
support of the IAVS and the Inner Mongolia University. 
It will be coordinated via an online platform that will 
facilitate navigation through the presentations and 
diverse supplementary events. Due to the number of time 
zones crossed by the region of Asia, we are endeavouring 
to ensure that the schedule will be as convenient as 
possible to participants. The programme each day will 
take approximately 6 hours. The conference will start at 
10:00 Istanbul Time and 15:00 Beijing Time and finish at 
16:00 Istanbul Time and 21:00 Beijing Time. We will also 
make pre-recorded versions of the presentations available 
for one month after the conference, to ensure adequate 
opportunities for seeing the conference presentations. 

Participants in the conference will have the opportunity 
of contributing to a number of Special Issues in the 
following international, peer-reviewed scientific journals: 
Biodiversity and Conservation (d/l 1.5.2022), Vegetation 
Classification and Survey (d/l 28.2.2022), Hacquetia (d/l 
28.2.2022).

We very much hope to see a broad level of representation 
in the event, covering diverse research fields and also 
highlighting research from less well-known parts of the 
continent. You can find more information about the 
event, including instructions for registration, at https://
edgg.org/AGC.  

Keynote lectures

Prof. Norbert Hölzel 

Institute of Landscape Ecology, University of Münster, 
Germany 

Prof. Shuli Niu 

Institute of Geography and Natural Resources, Chinese 
Academy of Sciences, Beijing, China

Prof. Jiang Zhigang

Institute of Zoology, Chinese Academy of Sciences, 
Beijing, China

Themes of the sessions

The themes aim to cover all aspects of research and 
conservation relevant to Asian natural and semi-natural 
grasslands. Presentations on all subjects of grassland 
research are welcome. 
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1. Biodiversity of grasslands

2. Ecology and taxonomy of plant and fungi species in 
grasslands 

3. Ecology and taxonomy of grassland vertebrate 
species

4. Ecology and taxonomy of grassland invertebrate 
species

5. Grassland ecosystems under global change 

6. Functional ecology of grasslands

7. Grassland conservation, management and 
restoration

8. Vegetation and habitat classification of grasslands 

9. Remote-sensing, mapping and modelling of 
grasslands 

10. Livelihoods and sustainability of pastoral 
communities

11. Open-subject session: For any contributions that do 
not suit the themes listed above.

Competition 

The conference will reward young scientists for an 
excellent presentation of their research. The Young 
Investigator Competition will take place in both the 
oral and poster categories. In addition, we encourage 
all conference participants to participate in the Photo 
Competition on the beauty and diversity of grasslands in 
Asia.

Special events (remember to indicate your interest in 
special events upon registration!)

·       Meet the Editors: Participants can ask questions 
about all stages of publishing a scientific article, such 
as submission, evaluation criteria, language issues, or 
how to reply to reviewers. We will have several editors 
from high-quality journals related to Vegetation Science, 
Ecology and Conservation.

·       Introduction to EDGG and Grassplot workshop is for 
newcomers interested in learning more about EDGG, its 
activities and tools.

·       Workshop on the vegetation typologies in Asia and 
their crosswalks to/overlaps with phytosociological 
syntaxa aims to better understand vegetation typologies 
of Asia from a global point of view.

·       Initial Workshop on the foundation of IAVS Regional 
Section(s) in Asia: Led by IAVS, this workshop aims to 
bring together vegetation ecologists dealing with any 
vegetation type, from tropical to boreal forests, via 
savannas, steppes, deserts, tundra and wetlands to semi-
natural and natural habitats, in any part of Asia, to discuss 
options of international collaboration. It will take place on 
IAVS’ Zoom platform. See separate announcement in this 
issue (p. 34)

Further information is available at EDGG website (https://
edgg.org/AGC) or from the Organizing Committee:

Didem Ambarlı (Chair), didem.ambarli@gmail.com  

Alla Aleksanyan, alla.alexanyan@gmail.com 

Frank Yonghong Li, lifyhong@126.com

Stephen Venn, stephen.venn@helsinki.fi 

Jianshuang Wu, wujianshuang@caas.cn
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DOI - 10.21570/BUL-202201-4 

3030thth Conference of the EVS Conference of the EVS
May 9–13, 2022, Bratislava (Slovakia)May 9–13, 2022, Bratislava (Slovakia)

Second Circular

Dear colleagues,

We are pleased to announce that registration for the 30th 
Conference of the European Vegetation Survey is now 
open. The meeting will be held May 9–13, 2022 at the 
Hotel Saffron in Bratislava, Slovakia. 

Details for registration, travel awards, abstract submission 
and hotel/travel information can all be found at the 
Symposium website at https://evs2022.sav.sk. 

Discounts and travel awards are available for current 
members. If you have not renewed your membership for 
2022, please click here to renew now.

The main topic of the symposium will be “Plant 
communities in changing environment”. It will include 
other sub-topics:

• Filling the gaps in vegetation classification
• Vegetation research for habitat conservation and 
restoration

• Methods in vegetation classification and survey
• Plant diversity and its drivers
• Patterns and processes in a riparian zone 
• Remote sensing for vegetation and habitat 
monitoring

• Spatio-temporal vegetation changes
• Plant invasions in the context of climate change
• Forest vegetation and forestry

We invite you to submit abstract(s), preferably related 
to the topics listed above. Communications may be 
presented both as oral or posters. The details regarding 
abstract submission will be launched soon at https://
evs2022.sav.sk/registration/abstract-submission/.

Important Dates:

Deadline for registration and fee payment (early): 
March 10, 2022
Deadline for registration and fee payment (late): April 
15, 2022
Deadline for Abstract submission: March 25, 2022
Decisions about presentation acceptance: March 31, 
2022
Program: April 30, 2022

We look forward to welcoming you to the 2022 EVS 
Conference.

On behalf of the local organizers,

Jozef Šibík, Mária Šibíková, Iveta Škodová, Monika 
Janišová, Katarína Vantarová, Jana Májeková, Milan 
Valachovič, Ivan Jarolímek, Daniela Dúbravková, Lucia 
Čahojová, Simona Klačanová, Michaela Michálková and 
others.
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DOI - 10.21570/BUL-202201-5 RRecently defended theses in 
Vegetation Science
In this issue we introduce the four recently defended PhD theses in vegetation science provided to 
the bulletin. You are welcome to present your work to a broad audience of vegetation scientists 
throughout the world this way. Your message can be published in the forthcoming issues if you send 
your contribution to monika.janisova@gmail.com containing the following information: 1) Name 
and affiliation of the student (photo appreciated); 2) Name and affiliation of the supervisor (photo 
appreciated); 3) Topic of the thesis; 4) Summary of the thesis; 5) Date of defense; 6) Publications 
related to the thesis. 

Diversity and ecology of the river gravel-
bar vegetation

(defended on 29 October 2020 at the Masaryk University, 
Brno, Czech Republic)

Veronika KALNÍKOVÁ

Beskydy Protected Landscape Area Administration, 
Rožnov pod Radhoštěm, Czech Republic

Supervisor:

Milan CHYTRÝ, Department of Botany and Zoology, 
Masaryk University, Brno, Czech Republic

The river gravel bars of mountain streams are 
spatiotemporally dynamic habitats. Their presence in 
a landscape depends on regular and relatively frequent 
flooding disturbances creating a variety of successional 
stages encompassing rare specialised species. My 
thesis was focused on different aspects of vegetation 
classification and ecology of this unique habitat. The 
work aimed to extend knowledge on the distribution and 
ecology of the European mountain gravel-bar vegetation 
types and propose their first unified vegetation 
classification based on a large set of vegetation plots. 

Several vegetation classification systems emphasized 
the main criteria for the delimitation of vegetation 
types of river gravel-bar habitat to be the physiognomy 
related to the vegetation succession. Considering that, 
we performed a case study focused on the ecological 
aspects of the vegetation succession and changes in 
plant diversity on river gravel bars of four streams in the 
Western Carpathians (Czech Republic) which experienced 
extreme 50-year flood event. In this study, we described 
the individual successional stages in terms of the 
species turnover, richness, and other characteristics. We 

Island gravel bar dominated by Calamagrostis pseudophragmites, 
Great Caucasus

© V. Kalníková
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identified altitude and size of gravel/stone particles to 
be the most important factors influencing the gravel-bar 
vegetation succession.

For purpose of development of the pan-European 
vegetation classification of river gravel-bar habitats, we 
collected and digitized vegetation-plot data that had 
not been previously stored in electronic databases and 
included them in newly created Gravel Bar Vegetation 
Database. An important part of the database became 
vegetation plots from our field sampling in the countries 
where this vegetation had not been studied before 
or was less explored, especially in south-eastern and 
northern Europe and the Caucasus. Surprisingly, despite 
the long history of gravel-bar vegetation research, 
there are still many less explored or unexplored areas 
as well as gravel-bar vegetation types in Europe. A 
representative dataset of gravel-bar vegetation plots 
from the Caucasus Mountains (Georgia) allowed us to 
prepare a study focused on vegetation types occurring 
on rivers across almost the whole country. We recognized 
new vegetation types for this region, related them to 
those known from the rest of Europe, and provided 
baseline data for developing conservation strategies 
for the Caucasian gravel-bar habitats. We distinguished 
five vegetation types based on vegetation physiognomy 
and unsupervised classification and described them as 
phytosociological vegetation units. Two of them were 
described as new to science, i.e. early-successional 
herbaceous vegetation at higher altitudes (Epilobietum 
colchici) and that at lower altitudes (Petrorhagia 
saxifraga-Crepis foetida community), and other were 
assigned to the associations previously described 
from Central Europe, i.e. the grasslands dominated by 
Calamagrostis pseudophragmites (Tussilagini farfarae-

Calamagrostietum pseudophragmitae) and scrub 
vegetation (Salici purpureae-Myricarietum germanicae 
and Salici incanae-Hippophaëtum rhamnoidis). 

The main aim of the thesis was to determine the 
vegetation types of gravel-bar habitat in Europe and to 
assign them to the association and subassociation levels 
using formalized classification approach. We classified 
early-successional and scrub gravel-bar vegetation types 
into two classes, i.e. Thlaspietea rotundifolii and Salicetea 
purpureae, respectively, and we formally defined two 
subassociations, eleven associations and four alliances 
(Calamagrostion pseudophragmitae, Epilobion fleischeri, 
Salicion cantabricae and Salicion eleagni). This distinction 
was supported by unsupervised classification and 
ordination modelling. Based on a critical revision, we 
merged or discarded some associations or alliances which 
were already defined and described in the literature. We 
established diagnostic plant species for each type and 
related environmental variables to those types, as well. 
The main variability within the distinguished vegetation 
types proved to be connected to the altitudinal gradient, 
biogeographical variation, local hydro-morphological 
processes, and successional development. 

Given the general lack of knowledge about the distribution 
and vegetation affinity of bryophyte species growing on 
gravel bars, we used the vegetation-plot data collected in 
several Balkan countries and the Caucasus and described 
their occurrence in geographical and ecological contexts. 
During the fieldwork, Bryum klinggraeffii, small ruderal 
moss of frequently disturbed open habitats, was found 
as a new species for Albania, Georgia, Montenegro, and 
Serbia.

Young gravel-bar vegetation with Myricaria germanica, Great Caucasus

© K. Chytrý
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In addition, we tried to highlight the importance of gravel-
bar habitat protection as it is strongly affected by human 
activities. The habitat became rare in Europe due to river 
regulations and other artificial alterations leading to the 
interruption of the natural hydro-morphological regime 
of gravel-bed rivers. Remnants gravel bars experience 
a considerable decline in the biological quality of their 
natural vegetation. 

Publications related to the thesis

Kalníková, V., Chytrý, K. & Chytrý, M. (2018). Early vegetation 
succession on gravel bars of Czech Carpathian streams. 
Folia Geobotanica 53: 317–332.

Kalníková, V. & Kudrnovsky, H. (2017). Gravel Bar Vegetation 
Database. Phytocoenologia 47: 109–110.

Kalníková, V., Chytrý, K., Novák, P., Zukal, D. & Chytrý, M. (2020). 
Natural habitat and vegetation types of river gravel bars in 

the Caucasus Mountains, Georgia. Folia Geobotanica 55: 
41–62.

Kalníková, V., Chytrý, K., Biţa-Nicolae, C., Bracco, F., Font, X., 
Iakushenko, D., Kącki, Z., Kudrnovsky, H., Landucci, F., 
Lustyk, P., Milanović, D., Šibík, J., Šilc, U., Uziębło A.K., 
Villani, M. & Chytrý, M. (2021). Vegetation of the European 
mountain river gravel bars: a formalized classification. 
Applied Vegetation Science 24: e12542.

Kalníková, V., Palpurina, S., Peterka, T., Kubešová, S., Plesková, 
Z. & Sabovljević, M. (2017). Bryophytes on river gravel bars 
in the Balkan Mountains: New records and insights into 
ecology. Herzogia 30: 370–386.

Kalníková, V., Chytrý, K., Novák, P. & Kubešová, S. (2018). Bryum 
klinggraeffii, a moss new to Georgia – first record for the 
Greater Caucasus. Herzogia 31: 982–987.

© K. Chytrý
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This thesis is a comprehensive study of the spontaneous 
flora and vegetation of garden and park landscapes in 
the Southern Bug River basin. Features of their structure, 

differentiation and anthropogenic transformation are 
determined. Furthermore, strategic directions are 
proposed for optimizing the protection of phytodiversity.

The spontaneous flora of the studied gardens and parks 
is represented by 691 higher vascular plant species 
belonging to 377 genera and 103 families. In general, 
the biomorphological structure of spontaneous flora is 
typical for temperate Holarctic floras and differs from 
urban floras by having a lower content of monocarpics 
and therophytes. The division of species into ecogroups is 
typical for a temperate flora formed at the border of arid 
and humid, as well as continental and oceanic, climates. 
The distribution by edaphic factors showed a dependence 
of the analyzed spectra on the natural conditions of the 
study parks (poor representation of wetlands and rock 
outcrops of the Ukrainian Crystalline Shield) and soil 
properties.

The studied flora is a medium synanthropized one. The 
processes of apophytization prevails over the processes 
of adventization in most of the studied parks. Within the 
native fraction (apophytes), evapophytes dominate in all 
the parks. The archaeophytes dominate the alien fraction, 
due to timing of introduction.  Epecophytes prevail due to 
their degree of naturalization and distribution.

For alien species, ergaziophytes are represented by 53 
species, with colonophytes prevailing. Ergaziophytes as 
agriophytes are represented by nine species, including 
the transformers: Echinocystis lobata, Heracleum 
mantegazzianum, Robinia pseudoacacia, and Solidago 
canadensis.

Large areas in the studied landscapes are occupied by 
natural and semi-natural phytocenoses of zonal oak-
hornbeam forest and to a lesser extent meadow steppes. 
In addition to zonal vegetation types, the spontaneous 
vegetation includes aquatic, wetland, rocky, and 
synanthropic vegetation. The vegetation is represented 
by communities belonging to 13 classes, 15 orders, 18 
alliances, 27 associations and 4 derivative communities:

Salicetea purpureae Moor 1958
Salicetalia purpureae Moor 1958

Salicion albae Soó 1951 (1 ass.)
Alnetea glutinosae Br.-Bl. et Tx. ex Westhoff et al. 1946

Alnetalia glutinosae Tx. 1937
Alnion glutinosae Malcuit 1929 (1 ass.)

Carpino-Fagetea sylvaticae Jakucs ex Passarge 1968
Carpinetalia betuli P. Fukarek 1968

Carpinion betuli Issler 1931 (3 ass. 1 d.c.)
Molinio-Arrhenatheretea Tx. 1937

Arrhenatheretalia elatioris Tx. 1931
Cynosurion cristati Tx. 1947 (1 ass., 1 d.c.)

Trifolio-Geranietea sanguinei T. Müller 1962
Origanetalia vulgaris T. Müller 1962

Trifolion medii Müller 1962 (1 ass.)
Festuco-Brometea Br.-Bl. & Tx. ex Soó 1947
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Sokiletsky and Pechersky parks along the banks of the Southern Bug River (Vinnytsia region)

© A. Kovtoniuk

Species listed in the Red Book of Ukraine
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Brachypodietalia pinnati Korneck 1974
Cirsio-Brachypodion pinnati Hadač & Klika in Klika 
& Hadač 1944 (2 ass.)

Lemnetea O. De Bolòs et Masclans 1955
Lemnetalia minoris O. de Bolòs et Masclans 1955

Lemnion minoris O. de Bolòs et Masclans 1955 (2 
ass.)

Potamogetonetea Klika in Klika et Novák 1941
Potamogetonetalia Koch 1926

Ceratophyllion demersi Den Hartog et Segal ex 
Passarge 1996 (1 ass.)
Nymphaeion albae Oberd. 1957 (1 ass.)
Potamogetonion Libbert 1931 (1 ass.)

Phragmito-Magnocaricetea Klika in Klika et Novák 1941
Magnocaricetalia Pignatti 1953

Magnocaricion gracilis Géhu 1961 (2 ass.)
Nasturtio-Glycerietalia Pignatti 1953

Phalaridion arundinaceae Kopecký 1961 (1 ass.)
Glycerio-Sparganion Br.-Bl. et Sissingh in Boer 
1942 (1 ass., 1 d.c.)

Phragmitetalia Koch 1926
Phragmition communis Koch 1926 (5 ass.)

Asplenietea trichomanis (Br.-Bl. In Meier et Br.-Bl. 1934) 
Oberd. 1977

Tortulo-Cymbalarietalia Segal 1969
Cymbalario-Asplenion Segal 1969 (1 ass.)

Robinietea Jurko ex Hadač et Sofron 1980
Chelidonio-Robinietalia pseudoacaciae Jurko ex Hadač 
et Sofron 1980

Chelidonio majoris-Robinion pseudoacaciae Hadač 
et Sofron ex Vítková in Chytrý 2013 (1 ass.)

Polygono arenastri-Poёtea 
annuae Rivas-Mart. 1975

Polygono arenastri-Poёtalia 
annuae Tx. in Gehu et al. 1972 
corr. Rivas-Mart. et al. 1991

Saginion procumbentis 
Tüxen & Ohba in Géhu et 
al. 1972 (1 ass.)

Bidentetea Tx. et al. ex Von 
Rochow 1951

Bidentetalia Br.-Bl. et Tx. ex 
Klika et Hadač 1944

Bidention tripartitae 
Nordhagen ex Klika et 
Hadač 1944 (1 ass., 1 d.c.)

Species richness and the diversity 
of plant communities are 
influenced by landscape diversity, 
the intensity of management, 
anthropogenic pressure and the 
area of parks. 

Forty-one habitat types from the 
National Habitat Catalogue of 
Ukraine (Kuzemko et al. 2018) 
were identified in the territory of 

the GPLMP, where only thirteen types are anthropogenic, 
and the rest represent natural habitats. 

Nine species listed in the Red Data Book of Ukraine 
(Didukh 2009), fragments of two syntaxa from the Green 
Book of Ukraine (Didukh et al. 2009) and 20 habitat 
types from the Resolution 4 of the Bern Convention were 
identified on the territory of the GPLMP. Thus, gardens 
and parks of the studied region can be considered as 
refugia of rare biodiversity.

A strategy for the protection of the phytodiversity of 
garden and park landscapes of the Ukraine has been 
developed, taking into account the peculiarities of their 
functioning in current conditions and the presence of 
common problems for all the studied parks. Three main 
strategic directions are proposed (inventory, management 
and monitoring), including a list of implementation 
measures.

Publications related to the thesis:

Kovtoniuk A. (2019). Composition of the synanthropic fraction 
of spontaneous flora of the gardens and parks in the Middle 
Pobuzhzhia Region of Ukraine. Botanica 25(2): 156–166. 
https://doi.org/10.2478/botlit-2019-0017

Kovtoniuk A. (2020). Spontaneous grassland vegetation of the 
garden and park landscapes of Middle Pobuzhzhia (Central 
Ukraine). Palaearctic Grasslands 45: 25–33. DOI: 10.21570/
EDGG.PG.45.25-33

Abandoned park   the estate of the Polish magnate Dakhovsky (Lesky village, Uman district, 
Cherkasy region) still does not have proper protection status

© A. Kuzemko
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In this dissertation thesis, I studied selected ecological 
and biogeographical aspects of the diversity of vascular 
plant communities across Europe. The thesis consists of 
four published papers and one submitted manuscript 
that are related through an idea of linking community 
ecology and macroecology in the pan-European extent, 
thus opening novel perspectives on plant-community 
diversity at broad spatial scales. The general aims of 
my thesis were to describe and map fine-scale diversity 

patterns in European vegetation and to explain and 
understand the mechanisms and processes behind them. 
In collaboration with my colleagues, we aimed specifically: 
(Study 1) to create models and maps of alpha diversity 
of deciduous broadleaf, coniferous and sclerophyllous 
forests, to identify their richness hotspots and to assess 
the underlying mechanisms; (Study 2) to examine how 
Holocene history affect current local species richness of 
light forests, steppe grasslands and dark forests in eastern 
Central Europe; (Study 3) to understand possible drivers 
of alien plant invasion in European forests; (Study 4) to 
map relative species richness of vascular plant families 
and to compare its varability among forests, grasslands, 
scrub and wetlands across Europe; (Study 5) to explore 
patterns and drivers of decoupled phylogenetic and 
functional diversity of vascular plants in European dry, 
mesic, wet and alpine grasslands. We extracted the 
information on diversity from vegetation plots, mostly 
acquired from the European Vegetation Archive. Plant 
communities were classified into different habitat types 
using an expert system; in some studies, we focused 
on various groups of species within communities, e.g. 
alien species and members of different plant families. 
To explore the diversity patterns, we combined 
vegetation plots with GIS data on environmental and 
historical factors, plant phylogenies and functional 
traits, and analysed them using statistical and modelling 
techniques including machine-learning algorithms, 
generalized additive models and various stratification and 
standardization schemes. (Study 1) We found a marked 
gradient in alpha diversity of forests from species-poor 
north-western to species-rich south-eastern Europe; 
identified the Calcareous Alps and the Carpathians as the 
most prominent richness hotspots, and energy-related 
factors, bedrock types and terrain ruggedness as the main 
variables underlying the observed richness patterns. 
(Study 2) We found that the models predicting species 
richness across eastern Central Europe performed better 
when historical factors were included. These factors 
markedly outperformed the environmental ones which 
indicates that the contemporary diversity patterns are, 
to a large extent, a legacy of Late-Glacial and Holocene 
history. (Study 3) We found that the representation of 
alien species in European forests varies strongly by habitat 
type, elevation and factors related to propagule pressure; 
we also detected several regional hotspots of local alien 
species richness, which largely drive the signals found in 
other factors. (Study 4) We found that spatial patterns 
of relative species richness across Europe vary strongly 
among families and also among habitat groups for a given 
family; specifically, our results suggested a strong signal of 
phylogenetic niche conservatism in many families. (Study 
5) We found that the coupled pattern of phylogenetic 
and functional diversities prevails in European grasslands. 
However, we also detected numerous communities 
exhibiting the decoupled patterns, suggesting that 
processes such as dispersal, trait adaptations or filling 
of free ecological niches are among fundamental 
assembly mechanisms of these communities, specifically 
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Alpha diversity of vascular plants across European forests according to Random Forest models for (a) all forests; (c) deciduous 
broadleaf forests; (d) coniferous forests; and (e) sclerophyllous forests. All maps are provided in a UTM 5 × 5 km grid, with species 
numbers predicted for a plot size of 400 m2. Grid cells with forest area <10% (according to the CORINE Land Cover database) are 
left white. (b) richness hotspots (light brown) and the top richness hotspots (black) of vascular plants in European forests – grid 

cells with predicted alpha-diversity values equal to or greater than the 95th and 99th percentile values, respectively
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in areas and under conditions affected by dynamic 
environmental changes. Our findings contribute to the 
general understanding of European plant biodiversity; 
some of them can also be possibly used in conservation 
applications. The results of individual studies also point 
to some more general trends: (i) Although the general 
patterns in local and regional diversities are often similar 
across Europe, our approach revealed many habitat-
specific patterns. (ii) The processes linked via species-
pool effect with regional history are prominent drivers of 
local plant-community diversity. (iii) High local diversity 
is often related to higher environmental heterogeneity, 
and particularly to transitional ecological conditions. 
(iv) A strong phylogenetic signal, as well as contrasting 
patterns of phylogenetic and functional diversities in 
European plant communities, call for further integration 
of taxonomic, phylogenetic and functional approaches in 
future biodiversity research.

List of the publications of the author related to the thesisList of the publications of the author related to the thesis 
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Relative and absolute numbers of plant species within the 
twenty most species-rich families occurring in European forests, 

grasslands, scrub and wetlands
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Abundance is a measure of spatial density of individuals 
and species performance. At the interspecific level, there 
is an observed tendency of widespread species to also 
occur in higher densities compared to species restricted in 
their geographic distribution. However, at the intraspecific 
level, abundance patterns found at fine spatial scales 
are less clearly related to occurrence patterns at broad 
spatial scales, and quite often species are found at low 
abundance at the local scale yet are widespread at the 
global scale. Understanding spatial patterns of species 
abundance is of interest for applied issues such as the 
identification of suitable habitat conditions. Therefore, 
it remains crucial to understand whether species local 
abundances follow the same pattern as the species broad-
scale distribution. Plant species functional traits are used 
as proxies for species dispersal abilities, tolerance of 
environmental conditions and competitiveness and have 
been linked to species commonness and rarity on both, 
local and broad geographic scale. Biodiversity databases, 
which are a fundamental resource for studying and 
understanding macroecological patterns in species 
distribution, often suffer from sampling gaps or biases 
that can limit their applicability in ecological research. 
Therefore, a representative sampling coverage in both 
geographic and climatic space is crucial for reliable 
analyses of distribution patterns.
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So far, the studies that investigated the relationships 
between species broad-scale distribution and local 
abundance with functional traits have focused on popular 
taxa, functional species groups and single traits. In 
contrast, in this study, I tested the relationships on a large 
group of herbaceous, dwarf shrub and shrub species over 
their full Eurasian distribution ranges and included trait 
syndromes in addition to single traits.

For this purpose, I extracted species distribution maps 
from the Chorological Database Halle (CDH) to derive 
information on the geographic range size for 564 plant 
species. I used the number of 2.5-min grid cells occupied 
by a species (the area of occupancy, AOO) as a measure of 
its geographic range size. Species climatic niche size was 
measured as the number of 2.5-min grid cells occupied 
in bioclimatic space, based on 19 bioclimatic variables 
from the WorldClim2.0 database (Fick & Hijmans, 2017). 
A test selection of 808,794 vegetation plots was provided 
by the European Vegetation Archive (EVA). (Chytrý et al., 
2016). As a measure of species local abundance, I used 
the arithmetic mean of the percentage cover value from 
all vegetation plots within a 2.5-min grid cell in which 
a species was present. Finally, I compiled a complete 
species-trait-matrix of 20 plant functional traits from 
three trait databases that store information on species 
leaf and seed traits (TRY, Kattge et al., 2020), species life 
form and life span (BiolFlor, Kühn, Durka, & Klotz, 2004) 
and clonality (CLO-PLA, Klimešová, Danihelka, Chrtek, de 
Bello, & Herben, 2017).

To support my analyses, I developed the Dynamic 
Match Coefficient, a measure to quantify the sampling 
coverage of species ranges by vegetation plots. The 
Dynamic Match Coefficient is a box-counting method to 
assess the sampling coverage of species distribution in 
biodiversity databases in geographic and climatic space 
across different spatial resolution. First, I found a positive 
relationship between species geographic range size and 
climatic niche size. Second, the sampling coverage of 
European vascular plant species ranges by EVA vegetation 
plots was more complete within the geographic space 
than within the climatic space. Third, I detected a positive 
correlation between the observed sampling coverage 
and the expected sampling coverage, based on null 
models, for both the geographic space and the climatic 
space. Importantly, a large majority (92.0%) of the 
observed species distributions in EVA were significantly 
underdispersed in both the geographic and climatic space. 
Fourth, I found a positive effect of sample size (number of 
vegetation plots in which a species occurred) on sampling 
coverage while accounting for range size or niche size in 
both the geographic space and climatic space. 

In my analyses I found no clear support for three 
macroecological theories that relate species local 
abundance with (1) their broad-scale distributions in 
geographic and climatic space (‘abundance-range size 
relationship’), (2) the location of sampling plots within 

a species’ range (‘abundance-range centre relationship’) 
or (3) the predicted climatic suitability for species at 
the plot location (‘abundance-suitability relationship’). 
With respect to the abundance-range size relationship, I 
found that species local abundance was significantly, yet 
weakly, related to range size but not to niche size, with 
high intraspecific variation in species abundance values. 
Regarding both, the abundance-range centre relationship 
and the abundance-suitability relationship, I found large 
variation in regression models relating abundance to 
the distance from the centre of the species’ geographic 
ranges and climatic niches and the predicted climatic 
suitability of the plot location, with species showing 
positive, negative or no relationship. Summarized in a 
mixed-effect meta-analysis, the overall mean slope was 
slightly negative for the two distance measures and for all 
applied SDM methods in the applied regression models. 
This indicated that both, the distance to the centre of 
the species’ geographic range and the predicted climatic 
suitability of the plot location are poor predictors of local 
abundance. Further, this indicated that, across entire 
species ranges, the distribution of abundance is highly 
heterogenous, because local drivers strongly influence 
plant species growth performance across their global 
range. 

Finally, I investigated whether species local abundance 
and broad-scale distribution can be predicted by single 
functional traits and sets of traits (trait syndromes). 
First, all plant distribution and abundance variables 
were related to functional traits. Second, I found local 
abundances to be much more strongly related to traits 
than to geographic distributions. While geographic range 
size increased with plant height, climatic niche size 
decreased with leaf C content. The species’ mean cover 
was positively related to the species’ skewness of cover 
values and both increased with leaf area and specific leaf 
area (SLA). Both geographic range size and climatic niche 
size increased with SLA. For each of the four response 
variables, sets of traits (trait syndromes) explained less 
variation than single functional traits. Although no clear 
relationship could be found in species patterns of local 
abundance with broad-scale distribution, traits related to 
the leaf economics spectrum were found to be important 
for species abundance and occurrence at both spatial 
scales. This finding emphasizes the general importance 
of resource acquisition strategies for the abundance and 
distribution of vascular plant species.

For this dissertation I had the opportunity to combine 
and analyse data on vascular plant species distribution 
throughout their Eurasian range with information on 
local abundance in vegetation plots all over Europe with 
measurements on functional traits that were collected 
from globally distributed sites and studies. All this 
information, nowadays stored in biodiversity databases 
and digitally available, is the long-term effort of 
researchers that went to the field, carried out vegetation 
surveys, collected plant material, analysed samples in the 



WWW.IAVS.ORG     IAVS BULLETIN 2022/1                            PAGE 32 OF 36

laboratory and conducted intense literature research. I 
acknowledge this effort which enabled me to conduct a 
cross-scale study on abundance distribution patterns and 
the effect of functional traits on the local abundance and 
broad-scale distribution of vascular plant species.
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DOI - 10.21570/BUL-202201-6 VVegetation Classification and Survey: 
2nd volume completed and news for 2022
by Jürgen Dengler (on behalf of all VCS Chief Editor)

Vegetation Classification and Survey (VCS) [https://
vcs.pensoft.net/], IAVS’ gold open access journal, has 
completed its second volume. Compared to the first 
volume we could increase the content from 22 to 25 
articles (+14%) and from 220 to 310 printed pages (+41%). 
The Chief Editors have selected the paper by Dembicz et 
al. (2021) [https://doi.org/10.3897/VCS/2021/77193] on 
fine-grain beta diversity in Palaearctic open vegetation 
types for the Editors’ Award 2021. Accordingly, the cover 
of the printed version of volume 2 of VCS is composed 
of motifs related to this paper. Thanks to these positive 
developments, VCS in February 2022 has been accepted 
for inclusion in the Scopus bibliometric database, and we 
are optimistic that the Web of Science will follow in the 
not too distant future.

For 2022, VCS welcomes two new Associate Editors:

• Jorge Capelo, Instituto Nacional de Investigação Agrária 
e Veterinária, Oeiras, Portugal
• Arkadiusz Nowak, Opole University, Opole, Poland
Further, we welcome four new members of our Editorial 
Board:

• Reginald Tang Guuroh, Forest Research Institute of 
Ghana, Kumasi, Ghana 
• Alireza Naqinezhad, University of Mazandaran, 
Balbolsar, Iran
• Vanessa Leite Rezende, Universidade Federal de Lavras 
(UFLA), Lavras, Brazil

• Gaolathe Tsheboeng, University of Botswana, Gaborone, 
Botswana

For 2022, three new Special Collections of articles have 
been launched, for most of which the submission of 
abstracts for consideration is still possible:

• African vegetation studies (edited by Reginald Tang 
Guuroh, Miguel Alvarez, Leslie Brown, Manfred Finckh, 
Ute Schmiedel, Gaolathe Tsheboeng & Jürgen Dengler) 
[https://vegsciblog.org/2021/11/13/new-special-
collection-on-african-vegetation-studies-launched-by-
vcs/]
• Grasslands of Asia (edited by Jürgen Dengler, Idoia 
Biurrun, Pavel Krestov, Alireza Naqinezhad & Arkadiusz 
Nowak) [https://vegsciblog.org/2021/11/13/new-
special-collection-on-grasslands-of-asia-launched-by-
vcs/]
• Neotropical vegetation (edited by Gwendolyn Peyre, 
Bianca Andrade, Alejandro Velazquez & Melisa Giorgis) 
[https://vegsciblog.org /2022/01/19/vcs-special-
collection-on-neotropical-vegetation/]

Finally yet importantly, it should be highlighted that 
thanks to the generous support of IAVS papers of 
first authors who are IAVS members will be exempt 
from article processing charges (APCs), if the original 
submission takes place until 31 December 2022. Please 
take advantage of this unique opportunity! For a paper 
of typical length, IAVS members thus will save 1100 EUR.

Covers of the first two volumes of 
Vegetation Classification and Survey.



WWW.IAVS.ORG     IAVS BULLETIN 2022/1                            PAGE 34 OF 36

DOI - 10.21570/BUL-202201-7 IInitial Workshop on the foundation 
of IAVS Regional Section(s) in Asia
Online discussion to stimulate international cooperation among vegetation scientists 
in Asia, 22 April 2022, 7:00-8:30 UTC
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In Europe, IAVS has the flourishing European Vegetation 
Survey (EVS), in North America the North American 
Regional Section, in Middle and South America the 
Regional Section for South America and the Caribbean, 
and recently an African Regional Section became active. 
However, Asia, the largest and most populated of all 
continents, still stays without a regional subgroup of IAVS, 
and we hope to change this.

We would like to bring together vegetation ecologists 
dealing with any vegetation type, from tropical to boreal 
forests, via savannas, steppes, deserts, tundra and 
wetlands to semi-natural and natural habitats, in any part 
of Asia, to discuss options of international collaboration. 
Our plan is to discuss the proposal to establish one (or two 
or three) Regional Section(s) of IAVS for Asia. Examples 
of existing Regional Sections and Working Groups of IAVS 
show that this format allows for multiple joint activities, 
such as organizing regional workshops and conferences, 
networking and cooperation on joint projects, joint 
research expeditions, organization of special features 
in international journals, and mailing list and internet 
platforms for job offers. All of this can benefit from logistic 
and financial support by IAVS, a truly international society 
of researchers.

We invite all vegetation ecologists based in or working 
in Asia, whether IAVS members or not, to join the Initial 
Workshop on the foundation of IAVS Regional Section(s) 
in Asia. It will take place on IAVS’ Zoom platform on 
Friday 22 April 2022 from 7:00-8:30 UTC (see https://bit.
ly/3Gi3dmx for the time at your time zone). If interested, 
please register free of charge at https://forms.gle/
zJF8sFtR8gcysvW96. This workshop is also a part of the 
activities within the first Asian Grassland Conference, 
19–21 April 2022, organized by the IAVS Working Group 
EDGG (see p. 18-19); if you attend this conference, use its 
online platform for registration.

We tentatively plan the following program:

• Welcome by David Zelený (IAVS Secretary) and Jürgen 
Dengler (IAVS Membership Committee)

• Presentation of IAVS, benefits of IAVS membership, 
an overview of IAVS Working Groups and Regional 
Sections, how they work, and how they benefit from 
IAVS

• Sharing of experiences by Milan Chytrý (Secretary 
of the IAVS Working Group European Vegetation 
Survey) and Reginald Tang Gurooh (Chair of the 
recently founded IAVS Regional Section for Africa)

• Questions from the floor

• Plenum discussion: Should there be one Regional 
Section for entire Asia or rather two or three 
Regional Sections and, if so, with which delimitation

• Optional: if we decide to have several Regional 
Sections, we may split participants into breakout 
rooms for each section to get to know each other 
and plan further steps

The Initiative Committee:

• David Zelený (IAVS Secretary), National Taiwan 
University, Taipei, Taiwan, zeleny@ntu.edu.tw

• Jürgen Dengler (Chair of the IAVS Membership 
Committee), Zurich University of Applied Sciences, 
Switzerland; dr.juergen.dengler@gmail.com

• Alla Aleksanyan, Academy of Sciences of Armenia, 
Yerevan, Armenia

• Didem Ambarlı, Düzce Unitersity, Düzce, Turkey

• Sumanta Bagchi, Centre of Ecological Sciences, Indian 
Institute of Science, Bengaluru, India

• Kwek Yan Chong, Singapore Botanic Gardens, National 
Parks Board, Singapore

• Behlül Güler, Dokuz Eylul University, Izmir, Turkey

• Yasuhiro Kubota, University of the Ryukyus, Naha, 
Japan

• Frank Yonghong Li, Inner Mongolia University, 
Hohhot, P. R. China

• Cheng-Tao Lin, National Chiayi University, Chiayi, 
Taiwan

• Alireza Naqinezhad, University of Mazandaran, 
Babolsar, Iran

• Arkadiusz Nowak, University of Opole, Poland, 
working in Middle Asia

• Marcelo Sternberg, Tel Aviv University, Tel Aviv, Israel

• Viktoria Wagner, University of Alberta, Canada, 
working in Kazakhstan

• Jianshuang Wu, Chinese Academy of Agricultural 
Science, Beijing, P. R. China

• Jian Zhang, East China Normal University, Shanghai, 
P. R. China
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Flooded gravel-bar vegetation, Great Caucasus
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IAVS Bulletin Article Submission 
Have an idea for an IAVS Bulletin article? Or, would like 
your picture featured in the next issue? Please email the 
Editor at: monika.janisova@gmail.com. 
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