-- CALL FOR ABSTRACTS -POLITICAL COMMUNICATION PHD STUDENT PRECONFERENCE
Thursday May 27, 2021
Aims: This preconference has three main goals. 1) Get feedback from senior colleagues and peers on
your PhD research. 2) Provide insights on important aspects of academia such how to publish, research
ethics, and building a CV. 3) Cultivating a network among early-career political communication
scholars. To achieve these goals, the preconference will bring together a select group of PhD students
working on political communication projects and provide them with the opportunity to present and
discuss their projects in a constructive atmosphere.
Format: The preconference will be held on the ICA virtual conference platform, using additional
platforms for informal interaction. The presentations and panels are planned in a synchronous format to
enable direct feedback rounds between PhD candidates and participating senior mentors. There will also
be social events on the day, which give peers the chance to interact more informally.
Submission guidelines: We invite graduate students to submit their projects including all areas of
political communication. Political communication involves creating, shaping, disseminating, and
processing information among actors from the political system, the media, and the public, as well as the
effects of such communication. Political communication today is initiated by a multitude of actors (with
very different interests) who use a variety of different channels (including social media) to spread their
messages. Studies of communication dealing with governments, media, policy, political actors, citizens,
campaigns, social movements and advocacy groups are all within the purview of the division. Papers
that address political communication problems at all levels of analysis (from the individual to the
institutional, from the local to the global) using a variety of theories and methods are welcome
Abstracts should be no longer than 750 words of text (excluding references) that include research
questions, the theoretical or conceptual foundations of your PhD project, methods, preliminary findings
(if available), and research significance. Abstracts will undergo review; please be sure to remove any
identifying information.
Projects at all stages will be considered, including research currently in the early stages of data collection
or analysis. Evaluation criteria will include quality of argument, methodological rigor, and importance
of project to theory building in political communication.
The deadline for submissions
sophie.lecheler@univie.ac.at.

is

February

26,

2021.

Please

submit

abstracts

to

NOTE: Please specify in the body text of your submission email the stage of your PhD work (e.g.,
writing of the research proposal, complete and defended proposal, initial data collection, advanced data
collection, data analysis, final writing/defending) and include author names, institutional affiliation,
name of promotor and email address.
Any questions about your submission? Just contact division chair Sophie Lecheler
(sophie.lecheler@univie.ac.at).

