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WELCOME TO THE ICA'S 75™ ANNUAL CONFERENCE

Welcome to the 75th Annual Conference of the International Communication Association! We have over
3,500 in-person attendees and an additional 200-plus participants tuning in from remote locations around
the globe (plus eight regional hubs). The conference theme chosen by our president-elect Thomas
Hanitzsch, ICA@75: Disrupting and Consolidating Communication Research, is an invitation to critically reflect
on communication studies as a discipline and ICA as an agent and site of disciplinary development.

The 75™ opening plenary session, “*ICA@75: Looking Back, Forging Ahead'” (Thursday evening, 12 June,
18:00 - 19:15, Centennial C), starts the conference and will be presented as a hybrid session for our remote
participants as well. This panel features Jefferson Pooley (U of Pennsylvania), Cherian George (Hong Kong
Baptist U), Robin Mansell (London School of Economics & Political Science), and Hanan Badr (U of Salzburg),
in a wide-ranging discussion on the history and future of communication as a discipline, moderated by
Thomas Hanitzsch (LMU Munich).

New members, students, and all those wanting an overview of ICA, the conference, and our place in the field
of communication should be sure to attend the hybrid session, *ICA New Member and Student & Early-Career
Scholar Orientation” (Sat, 14 June, 9:00 - 10:15, Centennial C). This session is designed for all members and
provides an occasion to raise questions regarding how the association works. It will also include a general
overview of ICA as an organization, an overview of the conference, and ways to participate further in ICA. This
is your opportunity to interact with the Executive Committee of ICA and help shape the association and its
future direction! You can also catch the Executive Committee members one on one at the annual ice cream
social (Sun, 15 June, 13:00 - 13:30, Exhibit Hall, Centennial D).

Another annual event to look forward to are the three ICA-wide Interactive Paper/Poster Sessions. All three
sessions will be from 13:30 to 14:45 on Fri, June 12, Sat, June 13, and Sun, June 14, in Centennial Foyer. They
will feature over 30 individual papers each day, encompassing all of ICA’s divisions and interest groups.
Each day will highlight a best poster winner and runner-up whose posters will stay up for the entirety of the
conference.

The (HYBRID) 75th Annual ICA Presidential Address, Fellows' Induction, Awards Ceremony, and Member
Business Meeting (Sat, 14 June, 16:30 - 17:45, Centennial E) features annual awards presentations, induction
of new ICA Fellows, and the presidential address from Silvio Waisbord (George Washington U).

In addition to the breadth and depth of scholarship, we have a fantastic 75" Anniversary Timeline, a fun “ICA
History Museum” full of official artifacts (and some fun tchotchkes!), and a special mini-documentary that will
make its debut at the opening plenary.

Closing out the conference, join us at the 75 Anniversary Closing Toast (Mon, 16 June, 16:30 - 17:30,
Centennial Foyer.)

As always, we have made every effort to make the conference accessible to remote and onsite attendees
with various accommodations made for hearing, vision, and medical conditions, as well as maximizing
inclusion and belonging of LGBTQIA+ scholars, Black and indigenous scholars, neurodivergent scholars, and
others. Please check the Conference Inclusion and Accessibility section of this program for more information
on the time and location of AA meetings, the quiet and religious observance room, the nursing parents' room,
childcare and the family play zone, gender-neutral restrooms, and more.

Lastly, we want to thank all of you who worked to overcome numerous funding, logistical, and political
obstacles to make it to our 75" Anniversary conference, who persevered with your plans to attend in

the United States despite numerous opportunities to bow out and multiple factors that may have given
you pause. We also thank those of you who couldn’t make that work, but who were willing to follow the
new pathways we created to ensure you could participate online. We value ALL of your voices and your
perspectives, and it is our sincere hope that the diverse programming at this conference will generate
intellectual growth, thought-provoking engagement, and a memorable experience for everyone involved,
and that each of you will come away from this conference energized, full of new ideas, and with positive
memories of your ICA community. Whether you are joining us in person in Denver, online as an individual
(from the comfort of your home), or from a regional hub, we can’t wait to see you!

Laura Sawyer
Executive Director
ICA Headquarters, Washington DC



WELCOME FROM THE CONFERENCE PLANNER

Welcome to Denver! Welcome to the 75" conference of the International Communication Association!

This year's ICA conference theme is ICA@75: Disrupting and Consolidating Communication Research. The
theme was intended to provide multiple opportunities to critically reflect on our field of scholarship and
the role of ICA in shaping it. The sessions addressing the theme honor the institutions, thinkers, and ideas
that contributed to the foundation of the discipline and engage in a thoughtful examination of the field’s
development, including the paths it has taken and those it has overlooked.

| am delighted that the theme call attracted such an impressive number of submissions. Eleven theme panels
made it into the conference program, where you will find them under "ICA@25 Theme Sessions." The titles

of many of these panels explicitly pick up on the theme's framing, leveraging on the productive dialectics of
“disruption” and “consolidation.” Furthermore, the theme has sparked an impressive range of pre- and post-
conferences and conference papers submitted to the 33 ICA divisions and interest groups.

Judging from the titles and descriptions in the conference program, conversations in these sessions
gravitate around the history of our field and ICA, the future of academic publishing and our meritocratic
system, the emotional toll brought on by the high productivity demands, persistent social and global
inequalities in scholarship, the new challenges posed by generative Al to the scholarly world, and other
issues central to disciplinary development.

When we, in early 2024, decided to put the notion of "disruption” in the conference theme, we could not have
anticipated what eventually happened in the United States one year later. We have witnessed a massive
attack on academic freedom, the integrity of science, and higher education in the country. It is worth noting,
however, that higher education is under attack in many places in the world, as the 2025 update to the global
Academic Freedom Index demonstrates.

In response to these developments, we created additional space at ICA25 for our members to engage in
conversations about threats to academic freedom, the potential implications for ICA, and possible responses
by the scholarly community. Let me point your attention to three sessions that will address these more recent
developments:

The first of these panels, Science Under Fire, moderated by Jessica Piotrowski (U of Amsterdam), will
follow up on a similar panel held at ICA24. The session broadens the conversation to address the growing
challenges communication scholars face as they navigate a climate of heightened scrutiny and hostility.
The panel brings together experts from across the globe and various domains of communication studies,
including Dhavan Shah (U of Wisconsin - Madison), Hanan Badr (U of Salzburg), Saskia Witteborn (The
Chinese U of Hong Kong), Jiyoung Han (KAIST), and Amanda Third (Western Sydney U). With concrete
(and sometimes harrowing) stories, the discussion aims to shed light on the lived experiences of affected
researchers, fostering a deeper understanding of the systemic issues at play. Ultimately, the panel aims to
identify actionable solutions and explore what ICA can do to support scholars and uphold the integrity of
communication research in an increasingly contentious environment.

The second panel, U.S. Academy Under Attack: Challenges, Implications, and Ways Forward, will explore
the significant changes and challenges facing education in the U.S. since January 2025. The session
focuses on universities across the country suffering from systematic defunding, ideological pressure, and
state interference. Panelists discuss the administration's restrictive immigration policy, which has affected
international students, some of whom ended up in detention for expressing political views differing from
those of the administration. The panel will delve into these pressing issues, discuss their implications, and
consider potential pathways forward for education in this evolving landscape. Put together by Kate Kenski
(U of Arizona) and moderated by Daniel Kreiss (U of North Carolina), panelists include Heesoo Jang (U of
Massachusetts-Amherst), Regina Lawrence (U of Oregon), Josephine Lukito (U of Texas, Austin), Rebekah
Tromble (George Washington U), Josh Pasek (U of Michigan), Sarah Shugars (Rutgers U), and Mike Wagner (U
of Wisconsin-Madison).

The third panel, U.S. Policy Climate and Far-Right Pressure Tactics: The Impact on International Scholars
and Strategies of Resistance, is a hybrid session based on a collaboration between the ICA Oceania Hub in
Aotearoa, New Zealand, and the main ICA conference. The panel addresses the ongoing attacks on higher
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https://academic-freedom-index.net/research/Academic_Freedom_Index_Update_2025.pdf

education in the U.S., focusing on the immediate consequences and long-term implications for international
communication scholarship, the academic freedom of communication scholars, and ICA as a key player in the
field. As far-right pressure tactics are particularly threatening scholarship exploring critical questions around
race, gender, ethnicity, decolonization, and whiteness, the panelists will explore strategies of resistance to
these threats and discuss adequate courses of action for individual researchers, universities, and scholarly
associations. The session, moderated by Noshir Contractor (Northwestern U), brings together scholars from
around the world, including Mohan Dutta (Massey U), Ingrid Bachmann (Pontificia U Catolica de Chile), Ahlam
Muhtaseb (California State U, San Bernardino), Hanan Badr (U of Salzburg), Mohsin Hassan Khan (Bahria U
Islamabad), Nia Sarinastiti (Atma Jaya Catholic U of Indonesia), and my humble self.

Furthermore, as the association celebrates its 75" anniversary, | am delighted to report that we will offer

a new feature at the Denver conference: the ICA@75 Digital Exhibition, which presents a selection of
digitized historical materials curated by David W. Park (Lake Forest College), Dominique Trudel (Audiencia U),
Samantha Dodd Summerbell, and Jeffrey Pooley (both U of Pennsylvania).

Many people have worked very hard for this conference. Let me mention them in recognition of their
contribution to the success of this conference: First, | would like to express my deepest gratitude to our
amazing headquarters team, including Executive Director Laura Sawyer, Associate Executive Director Tom
Mankowski as well as Jennifer Le, Katie Wolfe, Julie Arnold, Christopher Rochette, and Karly Senesac. Our
members also owe particular thanks to this year’s Conference Theme Committee chaired by Yariv Tsfati
(Haifa U), our Local Host Committee led by David Boromisza-Habashi (U of Colorado, Boulder), and the hard-
working program planners serving the 33 ICA divisions and interest groups.

Last but not least, | want to express my sincere appreciation to you, the members of this amazing ICA
community, for submitting your research to this conference. Your work makes the annual ICA conference the
prime venue for research and intellectual exchange in our discipline.

Thomas Hanitzsch (LMU Munich)
President-Elect
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WELCOME FROM THE LOCAL HOST COMMITTEE

The ICA 2025 Local Host Committee is thrilled to welcome you to Denver! We look forward to celebrating ICA’s
75™ anniversary with you at this year’s convention in the Mile High City. In this landmark year, we are looking
forward to lively discussions about how the field's history has been shaped by processes of disruption and
consolidation, and to exploring the latest advances in communication research.

We honor and acknowledge that the land on which the convention will be held is the traditional territory
of the Ute, Cheyenne, and Arapaho Peoples. We also recognize the 48 contemporary tribal nations that are
historically tied to the lands that make up the state of Colorado.

Denver's own history serves as a fascinating microcosm of the constant flux we navigate in our rapidly
changing world. From its humble beginnings as a gold rush boomtown in the mid-19th century, springing up
almost overnight in a quest for fortune, to becoming a “cow town” due to increased livestock trade with the
arrival of railroads in the 1870s, to its notoriety as a Ku Klux Klan stronghold in the 1920s, and its evolution into
a major metropolitan hub for technology, aerospace, and outdoor recreation and a center for liberal politics in
the American West, Denver has constantly adapted and reinvented itself. We hope Denver’s spirit of constant
change will inspire reflection on ICA’s 75-year history.

We understand that conventions are not just about research; they are also about connection. Beyond
reconnecting with old friends and colleagues, we encourage you to forge new connections with researchers
affiliated with universities including the University of Colorado Denver (CU Denver), University of Denver (DU),
Metropolitan State University of Denver (MSU Denver), Colorado State University (CSU), the University of
Colorado Boulder (CU Boulder), and the University of Colorado Colorado Springs (UCCS).

We also encourage you to explore Denver’s many attractions if you are attending the convention in person.
Whether you are interested in world-class museums like the Denver Art Museum, the historic charm of
Larimer Square, or the lively atmosphere of the 16t" Street Mall, you will find plenty to captivate your interest.
For those who enjoy the outdoors, a short drive will take you to breathtaking trails in Golden, Boulder, or even
higher into the Rockies for unparalleled scenic vistas around the town of Estes Park. Consider a visit to Red
Rocks Amphitheatre, an iconic venue renowned for its natural acoustics and stunning geological formations,
and to the Garden of the Gods, a designated National Natural Landmark in Colorado Springs.

Thank you for joining this year’s convention to share your insights and ideas. We hope your time is both
professionally rewarding and personally enjoyable.

The ICA 2025 Local Host Committee
Soumia Bardhan

David Boromisza-Habashi

David Coppini

Jessica Johnson

Parameswari Mukherjee

Blessed Ngoe

DENVER CITY COUNCIL LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

The Denver City Council honors and acknowledges that the land on which we reside is the traditional territory
of the Ute, Cheyenne, and Arapaho Peoples. We also recognize the 48 contemporary tribal nations that are
historically tied to the lands that make up the state of Colorado.

We honor Elders past, present, and future, and those who have stewarded this land throughout generations.
We also recognize that government, academic and cultural institutions were founded upon and continue to
enact exclusions and erasures of Indigenous Peoples.

May this acknowledgement demonstrate a commitment to working to dismantle ongoing legacies of
oppression and inequities and recognize the current and future contributions of Indigenous communities in
Denver.

From: https://www.denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-Departments-Offices/Agencies-Departments-Offices-Directory/Denver-City-Council/About
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We are pleased to present the 2025 rankings of schools based on the
creative achievement of their students. The rankings are founded on
the results from the past five years of Festival of Media Arts winners.

In the last five years, over 7,000 student creative works were submitted
from more than 350 institutions around the globe.
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GENERAL INFORMATION

Hyatt Regency Denver: The main conference location is near Ball Arena, less than a mile away. The Grand
Hyatt Denver is only 2.5 blocks to the Hyatt Regency Denver Hotel, just a straight route.

Grand Hyatt Denver: Our second venue for sessions boasts a rooftop track and tennis court, as well as the
Pinnacle Club, one of the highest indoor venues in Denver.

Business Centre: A FedEx Office Print & Ship Center is in the Hyatt Regency lobby.
Families: ICA offers subsidized child care and a family room for nursing/breastmilk storage. This year, we will

have our ICA Kids’ + Family Picnic on Sun, 15 June, at 11:30 at the Denver City Terrace on the fifth floor of the
Hyatt Regency. Please RSVP here (https://evite.me/tvSwRJeUWA) by 18:00 Thu, 12 June if you plan to attend.

Pet-Friendly: The Grand Hyatt Denver is a dog-friendly hotel. Pet fees include US$125 for one stay up to six
nights. For more information, please contact the hotel directly.

Fitness Center/Spa: The Hyatt Regency’s fitness center is 24/7 and features an indoor pool and outdoor
hot tub. The Grand Hyatt’s fitness center is also 24/7 and has an indoor heated pool. The Grand Hyatt also
features a rooftop track and tennis court.

Medical Information: The hotel and convention centre security department is fully trained to handle
emergencies. Hotel and convention security personnel can contact nearby medical facilities immediately in
emergencies.

Inclusion and Accessibility: The Conference Inclusion and Accessibility section of this program provides
information on accommodations such as Alcoholics Anonymous (AA), baby feeding/family room, comfort
room/quiet room, and more.

Media: ICA reserves the right to use images or recordings of the conference or conference-related events
and its participants. Authorization is implicit upon attendees’ registration to the conference or other such
events.

Membership: To join ICA, please consult with ICA staff at the registration desk. We welcome members in all
communication disciplines from around the globe. You can also join online at www.icahdg.org. Don't miss out
on the significant conference discount with ICA membership!

Registration: The registration desk, where you can pick up your badge and program, will be on the third floor
of the Hyatt Regency in Centennial Foyer from Thursday to Monday, opening at 9:00 daily. This space will also
feature the ICA-wide poster sessions.

Exhibit Hall: From Friday to Sunday, the exhibit hall will be located in Centennial D, next to the registration
area on the third floor of the Hyatt Regency. This area includes food and beverage service during break hours
and a lounge area.

REGISTRATION/BADGE PICK-UP HOURS EXHIBIT HALL HOURS
Thursday, 11 June 9:00 - 18:00 Thursday, 11 June no exhibit hall
Friday, 13 June 9:00 -17:00 Friday, 13 June 9:00 -17:00
Saturday, 14 June 9:00 - 17:00 Saturday, 14 June 9:00 -17:00
Sunday, 15 June 9:00 - 17:00 Sunday, 15 June 9:00 - 15:00
Monday, 16 June 9:00 - 12:00 Monday, 16 June no exhibit hall

General Breaks: From Thursday to Monday, refreshments are offered twice daily in the Exhibit Hall by
Registration (Centennial D in Hyatt Regency) and in the Colorado Ballroom Foyer of the Grand Hyatt.
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CENTENNIAL D IN HYATT REGENCY COLORADO BALLROOM FOYER IN GRAND HYATT

Thursday, 11 June 9:00 - 9:30 Thursday, 11 June no refreshments
Friday, 13 June $4O§o__91§%0 Friday, 13 June ?403?0__%2%0
Saturday, 14 June ?40:?0__912%0 Saturday, 14 June 194050__912%0
Sunday, 15 June ?403?0__912%0 Sunday, 15 June 19403?0__912%0
Monday, 16 June ?40300__912%0 Monday, 16 June ?40§0__91§%0

Posters: Poster sessions will be held on the third floor of the Hyatt Regency, sharing the same space with the
registration area in Centennial Foyer next to the Exhibit Hall in Centennial D.

Opening Reception: Everyone attending ICA’s 75" Annual Conference is invited to participate in the

opening reception on Thursday evening, immediately following the opening plenary session. This is the

first opportunity to connect with colleagues, eat delicious food, and make plans for the remainder of the
conference. This annual can’t-miss event will be located on the third floor of the Hyatt Regency in Centennial
EFG & Centennial Foyer.

Special Events: Special events include not only the ICA-sponsored opening reception, closing toast,
presidential address/Fellows’ induction/awards, Kids’ picnic, and ice cream social, but numerous receptions
organized by ICA’s 33 divisions and interest groups as well as receptions sponsored by journals, universities
and colleges, communication departments, and other associations. Each conference also usually boasts
one or two memorial events for beloved scholars who have passed in the last year, and the occasional film
screening.

To Tweet or Not to Tweet? To Post or Not to Post? Many presenters are happy to have their
talks and content shared on social media, but others aren’t comfortable yet with “"going
public.” What might be ready for a conference audience might not be ready for The World
At Large. The ICA Board of Directors' policy is that each presenter can and should indicate a
preference and that presenters’ preferences should be respected.

To that end, we encourage you to make your wishes known at the beginning of your
presentation. Please note that, as it becomes cumbersome to include all the social media
icons for affirmative or negative requests, one should consider the “no post” or “ok to post” symbols as
referring to all social media.

If you are comfortable with being the subject of social media posts, we recommend you indicate this at the
beginning of your talk, both verbally and on your slides, possibly including your preferred social media handle
so that you can be tagged.

If you are not comfortable having your information shared on social media, please include the “no posts”
symbol on your first slide and call attention to this verbally. We also recommend placing the “no posts”
symbol in the corner of any particular slides you wish not to be photographed, posted, or otherwise shared
on social media (as this both alerts latecomers to the request and makes it obvious if someone does take a
photo that they are doing so against your wishes, as the symbol will be in the photo).
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CONFERENCE POLICIES

Who pays the conference registration fee? Everyone. ICA is a voluntary, non-profit, tax-exempt NGO that
qualifies for the U.S. Internal Revenue Service’s 501(c)3 tax-exempt status. Its annual conference program

is comprised almost exclusively of competitively selected papers. There are very few “invited” papers in any
ICA conference program; thus, the ICA Board of Directors has established an “everybody pays” policy. That
said, ICA does give out over US$75,000 in travel grants each year based on need. If you would like to support
travel grants, please consider donating or renewing as a Sustaining Member, through which a portion of your
dues would support student travel.

Paper Distribution Center: The Paper Distribution Center (PDC) is available online through our virtual platform
provider, Cvent. As part of your conference registration, you will have access to the virtual platform, where
you can look up a paper and, if available, download its PDF. Conference papers will be available in this section
for 60 days after the conference's conclusion.

ERIC: The Education Resource Information Center (ERIC) Clearinghouse is always interested in having papers
from the ICA conference submitted for possible inclusion in the ERIC system. Authors may submit papers to
ERIC directly: Coordinator of Documents, ERIC Clearinghouse on Reading and Communication Skills, 2805
East Tenth Street, Smith Research Center, Suite 150, Bloomington, IN 47408-2698 USA.

Audiovisual Equipment: ICA makes every effort to provide the audiovisual equipment needed for conference
presentations:

Each meeting room scheduled for an ICA presentation will have a screen and an LCD projector with an
HDMI connection. If your laptop does not have an HDMI connection, please bring the appropriate adapter.
The lectern will have cords for both video and audio. Because ICA has 30+ concurrent breakouts most of
the time, presenters must run their presentations from their laptops or other mobile devices.

Those holding non-session meetings (satellite events) in other rooms, who have not preordered AV
equipment directly with the hotel or have last-minute needs, must arrange and pay for equipment
themselves through the authorized audiovisual provider for this conference. ICA will not place new orders
for equipment once the conference has begun.

Conference Code of Conduct: When registering for or accessing the conference mobile app, all attendees
must indicate their acceptance of the Conference Code of Conduct. Please review this document before your
arrival.

CONFERENCE INCLUSION AND ACCESSIBILITY

ICA is committed to creating an inclusive, diverse, equitable, and accessible environment for all conference
attendees. We want ICA to be a place where those with accommodation needs can not only participate but
feel completely welcome, comfortable, and valued - to belong.

Because of the lead time required to accommodate additional requests, all specific requests (i.e. those not
already covered in the sections below as standard) should have been received by 1 April. Attendees who
have not made advance arrangements for services or equipment can inquire at the ICA Registration Desk
onsite. Every reasonable effort will be made to assist attendees onsite; however, ICA may not be able to
provide all services or equipment requested after 1 April due to availability/the time required to obtain them.

Please see below for accommodations in place for ICA25, grouped by type of accommodation.
GETTING AROUND

All sessions for ICA25 will take place in either the Hyatt Regency Denver or the Grand Hyatt. The Regency
houses approximately 24 of the sessions; the Grand Hyatt houses 5 of the sessions. Both venues are
completely accessible with elevators to every level, as well as with escalators between session floors. The
two properties are approximately two and a half blocks apart with wide sidewalks that have curb cutouts at
every intersection. There are two major intersections to cross between the two hotels.
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Car Park

For parking at the Hyatt Regency, please check their Parking & Transportation page (https:/www.hyatt.
com/hyatt-regency/en-US/dencc-hyatt-regency-denver-at-colorado-convention-center/parking-and-

transportation).

For parking at the Grand Hyatt, please check their Parking & Transporation page (https:/www.hyatt.com/
grand-hyatt/en-US/denrd-grand-hyatt-denver/hotel-info).

Public Transportation

A-Line: Take the A-Line commuter rail from inside the airport to downtown, which will get you to Union
Station, within one mile of all the hotels in our housing block, within 30 minutes door to door. The cost to ride
the train is less than US$11.00 and your pass can be used for the rest of the day on all Denver transit systems.
Right in front of Union Station, you can take the FREE “MallRide” 16" Street shuttle, which runs a circuit all
day up and down 16 Street’s pedestrian corridor, passing within a block or so of all our hotels. Both the
A-Line and the MallRide shuttles are ADA accessible.

Other options: The cab/Uber ride from the airport to downtown can be expensive, and traffic can take up to
45 minutes (the absolute fastest car trip from the airport to Hyatt Regency, if there is no traffic late at night, is
37 minutes). There are also shuttle bus companies that offer service between the airport and downtown, but
they will also sit in traffic and thus will take longer than the train and won’t get you any closer to your hotel
(they also drop off at Union Station).

Taxi

Taxis can be hailed from the Ground Transportation station at the DEN airport upon arrival; the trip between
the airport and downtown Denver is about 40 minutes. Once you are settled in, we recommend using Lyft or
Uber apps to hail rides within downtown Denver.

Hotel Accommodation

All hotels in our housing block have accessible rooms readily available; please note your accessibility needs
in the notes box when you make your reservation via the housing site.

HEARING ACCOMMODATIONS
Captioning/Transcription Services

Because of the sheer number of concurrent sessions (27+ separate rooms at any given time,), ICA is unable
to automatically provide captioning for every session. However, we have a strong record of working with
individuals who have specific needs to make sure that the sessions they plan to attend—and/or in which they
are presenting—are made accessible to them.

Presentations

Each presentation or session should be designed and conducted with the full participation of all in mind. ICA
suggests that all chairs and presenters take the steps necessary to make all programming accessible to their
respective audiences. At ICA, no matter how small, all session rooms will have a lectern with a microphone.
Even if the room is small, all presenters should please use the mics to help those who have hearing
impairments, and chairs should repeat questions from the audience for everyone to hear in the larger rooms
as well.

Seating

There will be preferred front-row seating clearly marked in all rooms as being saved for those with vision,
hearing, or mobility needs.
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MOBILITY ACCOMMODATIONS
Accessibile Sleeping Rooms

ICA’s room block includes a number of accessible sleeping rooms in each of the hotels in our housing block.
Simply note this need in the comments box when you make your reservation in our housing block.

Presentations

Each presentation or session should be designed and conducted with the full participation of all in mind.
All rooms will have a lectern with a microphone, a table with table mics for presenters to use (either for
presentation if sitting is preferred, or during the Q&A), as well as a microphone stand in the audience for
questions.

Seating

ICA will provide preferred front-row seating, clearly marked as being saved for those with vision, hearing, or
mobility needs.

VISION ACCOMMODATIONS
Seating

Preferred front-row seating will be marked in all rooms as saved for those with vision, hearing, or mobility
needs.

Presentations

Each presentation or session should be designed and conducted with the full participation of all in mind. ICA
suggests that all presenters take the steps necessary to make all programming accessible to their respective
audiences.

CHILD/PARENT/CAREGIVER ACCOMMODATIONS
ICAKids: Baby Feeding Room

It is important to know that you have the right to feed your baby wherever you see fit; you do not HAVE to
find a private space for nursing. However, if you desire privacy, ICA has designated a private room at each
Hyatt property for parents and caregivers who would like to feed their children in private. The room will be
equipped with comfortable stuffed chairs, low lighting, an ottoman, a side table with a few supplies courtesy
of ICA (like surface cleaning wipes, sanitary napkins and tampons, hand sanitizer, etc) and a mini refrigerator
for storing breast milk and formula. Please contact an ICA Staff Member for the location and instructions for
access to the family room once you are onsite.

We ask that parents NOT dispose of soiled diapers/nappies in the wastebasket in this room, and to

instead remove them to the restroom (where the trash is emptied more frequently due to higher traffic).

Please do not request the key for this room just for a nappy change — there are pull-down changing

facilities in the restrooms.

Please clean up after yourself (including any spills) and leave the room just as you found it for the comfort

of the next caregiver and child who use the room, including turning the sign back to “available” instead of

“occupied.”

If you find the room in need of cleaning, please alert a staff member at registration.

Please label all liquids you place in the refrigerator and do not leave breastmilk in the refrigerator

overnight. ICA cannot assume responsibility for spoiled or lost breastmilk or other items.

ICAKids: Childcare

The availability of affordable and accessible childcare is an inclusion issue that ICA takes very seriously.
Now in its seventh year, the “ICAKids” Childcare Program is available for parents in need of childcare during
conference hours. This service is heavily subsidized by ICA, with fees at a deep discount to all attendees
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and completely free for student parents. To provide this service, ICA is partnering with a licensed childcare
provider. More information on hours of operation and how to sign up for childcare will be available shortly

and will be sent out to registered attendees and via the ICA newsletter. The childcare room will be located
onsite at the Grand Hyatt (precise location will be disclosed to parents who sign up). For evenings (and days/
times not covered by ICA's subsidized daytime childcare), the concierge at your hotel will be able to connect
you with a list of nannies/babysitters who can be hired to come to your sleeping room. For a multiplicity of
reasons including insurance liability restrictions, ICA is not able to provide evening childcare.

ICAKids’ Picnic

ICA Kids’ + Family Picnic is on Sun, 15 June, at 11:30 at the Denver City Terrace on the fifth floor of the Hyatt
Regency. Please RSVP here (https://evite.me/tvSwRJeUWA) by 18:00 on Thu, 12 June if you plan to attend.
This free event for children and their parents/caregivers is a great place for academic parents to meet each
other and for children to play together. ICA serves child-friendly foods and will schedule fun entertainment
activities for the children.

NEW THIS YEAR!: ICAKids Family Play Zone

We are excited to announce a new offering for families at ICA25: the ICAKids family play zone is a bright,
sunny room equipped with kid-friendly books and toys where parents and caregivers can take a break from
the conference with their children, relax, and connect with other families. This room is not supervised and
should not be used as childcare - children may NOT be left unattended in this room. Those who require
supervision for their child should sign up for ICAKids’ Childcare Program (above). Toys, books, seating, and a
small table for self-provided meals and snacks will be provided - we ask that you not use this room for nappy/
diapering changes, however, due to the facility’s sanitation regulations (there are restrooms nearby with
changing tables). Due to the types of equipment and toys available, we especially recommend this room for
children ages 3 months to 8 years, though older children are welcome-with their parents/caregivers—as well.
The ICAKids Family Play Zone will be located in the Silver Room on the 3 Floor of the Hyatt Regency and will
be open Thursday from 12:00 to 17:00, Friday/Saturday/Sunday from 9:00 to 17:45, and Monday from 9:00 to
12:00.

LGBTQ+ ATTENDEES

Colorado is one of the United States’ most welcoming states for LGBTQ visitors and residents and was named

one of the Top Five States in the Country in Out Leadership's 5™ Annual State LGBTQ+ Business Climate Index.
Beginning with Paris in 2022, ICA has been honored to co-sponsor the Annual LGBTQIA+@ICA reception
with the LGBTQ Studies Interest Group. The co-chairs of the Interest Group serve as the event’s planners,
with input and financial backing via ICA’s Executive Director, and have been able to host some amazing
events at offsite queer hotspots in our host cities. All are welcome!
The dates haven’t been released yet for the 2025 Pride parade, but June is pride month so we’ll keep an
eye out for pride-related activities going on in Denver while we’re there!

Gender-Neutral Restrooms

ICA has designated gender-neutral restroom facilities on each floor of the Hyatt Regency and Grand Hyatt.
These restroom facilities are available for use by all persons, regardless of their gender identity. The facilities
will be marked with special door signage. Please help make these facilities and this meeting an inclusive
space for transgender and nonbinary attendees by respecting the right of all genders to use any restroom
that corresponds with their identity. This means that while there are gender-neutral restrooms listed below,
transgender women and nonbinary attendees ALSO have the right to use the standard women’s restroom
(and transgender men and nonbinary attendees can use the standard men’s restroom if they wish as well). No
one should guestion anyone else’s right to be in a restroom; doing so will be considered harassment subject
to ICA’s Code of Ethics. If this occurs to you please contact Julie Arnold, Director of Governance & Member
Services.

RESTROOMS are available throughout the venues on both floors. Some restrooms at the headquarters hotel
(Regency) will also be designated as all-gender restrooms; unfortunately, the Grand Hyatt is small enough
that there are not multiple restrooms on each floor, so they are unable to convert an additional restroom into a
gender-neutral option.
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Safety for LGBTQ+ Attendees in Denver

ICA is a diverse and overwhelmingly queer-friendly association, and we take care to choose conference
venues in safe neighborhoods within cities with a high level of security and diversity. That said, if you
experience harassment or aggression from anyone during the ICA conference due to your gender expression,
identity, or anything else, please let us know immediately so we can help and provide support. Please email
Director of Member Services & Governance, Julie Arnold and/or ICA Executive Director Laura Sawyer for
assistance.

OTHER ACCOMMODATIONS (alpha order)
Alcohol Culture

ICA has made efforts in recent years to de-emphasize alcohol as a focus of social events in order to make
socializing less stressful for those who are abstaining from alcohol consumption for whatever reason, and
will continue to provide clearly marked, additional “water-and-soft-drinks-only” bars as part of the opening
reception and other evening events. Divisions and interest groups, as well as satellite events such as
university receptions, are encouraged to provide a non-alcoholic bar station as part of their events as well
(however please note that these events are managed separately from ICA headquarters and adherence to
this suggestion may vary). For the opening reception, each attendee will be given drink tickets. Alcoholic
beverages count as one ticket; non-alcoholic beverages count as only half a ticket (the bartender will tear
your ticket in half). Additional beverages (of both types) can be purchased with cash.

Alcoholics Anonymous (AA)

A Friends of Bill W. Meeting will take place in the Hyatt Regency from 7:30 to 8:30 daily. The meeting will be
held in the Marble Boardroom (4* Floor) on Saturday and Monday and in the Quartz Ballroom (3 Floor) on
Friday and Sunday.

Allergies

ICA requires its venues to label all food provided for our conferences—whether during a reception or for
mid-day coffee breaks—with the allergens involved in its preparation. If you have provided your allergy
information to us, we have shared that with the venues - however, mistakes do happen so we recommend
carefully reviewing all signage and, when in doubt, to refrain from eating something you’re not sure about.
Please be sure to register your allergy information when you register for the conference so we have an
accurate count.

Exercise Facilities and Pool

Both Hyatts have fitness centers and pools for use by hotel guests. The Grand Hyatt also has a rooftop running
track. The three smaller, boutique hotels in our block—Populus, Aloft, and Magnolia—have fitness centers but
not pools.

Fragrance-Free Environment

ICA requests that all participants refrain from wearing strong perfume, cologne, or other fragrances to
promote a fragrance-free environment that benefits attendees with multiple chemical sensitivities.

Medical Needs: Hospital & Urgent Care

The closest large hospital with a trauma center is Intermountain Health St. Joseph’s Hospital, about 1.3 miles
to the East.

If you have a non-emergency but “urgent care” need such as sore throat, a sprain, or other injury, the closest
urgent care is Denver Health Downtown Urgent Care Center, which is only 500 feet from the Hyatt Regency
(exit the Regency on California St, turn right, cross 15th and it’s halfway down the block on California).
However, the hours are somewhat limited (mostly weekdays) - please be sure to check the link above for
hours before stopping in. If that location is closed, the next closest urgent care is a 16 minute cab/Uber ride
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from the Hyatt Regency and is open every day with longer hours: this facility, UCHealth, also features an
online system that allows you to book a spot to get in line in advance.

Mental Health and Substance Abuse Hotline

988 is a free, confidential service available to anyone in Colorado experiencing a mental health, substance
use, or emotional crisis. One may contact the service by dialing 988 as a voice call or text, and you may reach
on behalf of yourself or for someone you are concerned about, such as a friend, neighbor, colleague, or loved
one. When you reach out to 988, you will be asked if you or the person you are calling for is a veteran or
LGBTQIA+ (in case you might benefit from specialized counselors in those areas). Callers will be asked their
name and phone number in case they get disconnected. Calling services are available in multiple languages;
text services are currently limited to English only.

Narcotics Anonymous (NA)

A directory of NA meetings in the immediate downtown Denver area around the ICA hotels can be found here,
https://denverna.com/meeting-list/.

Yoga

We are delighted to be able to offer yoga classes again this year, this time on-site, outdoors on the Denver
City Terrace at the Hyatt Regency (5™ Floor). The Plan B in case of rain is the Mineral Foyer (3 Floor). Yoga
will be available on Saturday and Monday from 8:00 to 8:45 at the Denver City Terrace on the fifth floor of the
Hyatt Regency. Attendance is limited to the first 40 to arrive.

MEDICAL ACCOMMODATIONS

For those who have medical issues requiring more privacy (such as for ostomy-related maintenance or for
insulin injections), we have two sets of single-use restrooms (i.e. a toilet and sink with a lockable door, as
opposed to a row of stalls). At the Hyatt Regency (headquarter hotel), there is one single-stall, lockable
bathroom on the 3rd floor near Mineral Hall and the 4th floor near Flagstone A & B.

Unfortunately, due to the Grand Hyatt’s size, they only have one set of restrooms on each floor, and those are
gendered ADA restrooms with stalls and urinals.

RELIGIOUS & CULTURAL ACCOMMODATIONS
Religious Observance/Multi-Faith Room

We know that travel can make adhering to religious observance tricky. We are providing a religious
observance room (Mt. Wilson Room, 3" Floor at the top of the escalators/across from the restrooms at the
Grand Hyatt), which can be used for quiet religious observance or quiet contemplation for any faith. Any items
needed for your personal use in prayer (such as malas, prayer mats, cushions, etc.) should be taken with

you when you leave the room, as the room is not monitored and we cannot guarantee your items will not be
misplaced. If you remove your shoes, please line them up along the wall at the doorway. Quiet meditation and
yoga are also allowed in this room.

Religious Schedule Conflicts

Those with religious observations that affect their availability for certain conference sessions are asked to
enter that information in the “Notes to Admin” comment box in their initial paper or session submission (this
information is not viewable by those who are reviewing your work, only by planners and staff). You can go in
and change this even after being accepted, as well, but it must be done prior to the first week of February, as
we then close the system to schedule the program. If you are Orthodox and observe the Sabbath, for example,
you may note this in your paper/session and ask that we not schedule your presentations between sundown
Friday and sundown Saturday. We can, and are happy to, accommodate these requests 100% of the time as
long as we have advanced notice. If you are reading this information after the deadline to make the request,
you may contact Laura Sawyer to see if there is anything that can be done. We will work with you as much

as possible to resolve the issue, with the caveat that once the schedule goes live, presenters book flights
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and travel based on their presentation times so we are unable to move things around that change others’
schedules.

Special Note Regarding Religious Holidays/Observances

The ICA conference typically takes place on the U.S. Memorial Day weekend - globally, this weekend has
historically been a good weekend to get affordable prices locked in for our conference attendees. That said,
this timing also sometimes overlaps with a religious holiday for some of our 4,000+ attendees from 80+
different countries. In Washington DC in 2019 the ICA conference overlapped with an important religious
holiday, a situation which could not be corrected once it was discovered because the contract had been
signed in 2014 and there was no ability to shift the dates. We make every effort to consider (and avoid
treading upon) all global holidays as blackout dates for the conference in all future contracting, with the
knowledge that we are nonetheless bound by the expectation among the ICA community that the conference
will occur from late May to late June.

TRAVEL SAFETY
Travel Safety

As with any destination, it is important to:

+ Remove your badge when outside the venue/your hotel (this is the #1 mistake we see attendees making
out and about!) Be aware of your surroundings, especially if a stranger suddenly engages you in a lively
conversation (often a distraction technique for pickpockets)

Do not blatantly stare at maps/your phone’s GPS while walking, which sends a clear message that you are
a tourist.

Take care when crossing the street, especially if traffic goes in a different direction than what you are
used to at home.

Be discreet about the cash you’re carrying, and use your hotel safe to store your passport rather than
carrying it with you if possible.

As with any downtown area, safety can vary by neighborhood. If you do decide to stay outside the ICA
housing block, please be careful when booking your lodging and cross reference your location with
several sources to ensure you are in a safe area.

Harassment

ICA takes its attendees’ and members’ safety seriously. By registering for the conference, every attendee,
exhibitor, sponsor, and speaker has agreed to abide by the Conference Code of Conduct. You have the right
to attend the conference without being the subject of harassment based on your ethnicity, gender, sexual
orientation, or any other issue. If you are being harassed, notice that someone else is being harassed, or have
other concerns about inappropriate behavior, please contact a member of conference staff immediately.
Conference staff can most easily be found at the registration desk, and will be wearing ribbons that say
STAFF (please take care to find actual ICA staff and not student volunteers who may also be working in this
area — volunteers are typically wearing round buttons that say “I’m a volunteer!”). You may also email both
Julie Arnold, Director of Governance & Member Services, and Laura Sawyer, Executive Director, directly with
any concerns. Information shared will be kept confidential. We will be happy to help participants contact
hotel/venue security or local law enforcement, provide escorts, or otherwise assist those experiencing
harassment to feel safe for the duration of the conference, and to take action to remove those acting
inappropriately. We reserve the right to revoke access to the conference for anyone harassing another
individual. We keep a record of all incidents and reserve the right to ban individuals from future conferences.

SHOULD A PROBLEM ARISE WHILE YOU ARE ONSITE AT THE ICA MEETING

If you have any problem or negative experience related to accessibility—including issues with housing,
sessions, harassment, or any other accessibility-related issue that takes place within the conference venue
or blocked hotel--please email Laura Sawyer (Isawyer@icahdg.org), ICA Executive Director and/or Julie Arnold
(jarnold@icahdg.org), Director of Governance and Member Services. In addition to meeting these needs, we
keep a record of all requests and our ability to meet them to improve each year; we also provide feedback on
accessibility issues to our hotel partners and the cities in which we meet. Please note that a reply may not
be immediate given the constraints and demands of our entire staff being onsite for the conference and in
meetings for part of each day.
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Northwestern | QATAR
Institute for Advanced Study in the Global South

Stop by our booth at #ICA25 to meet #IAS_NUQ staff
and to learn about our programs and opportunities.

The Institute for Advanced Study in the Through fellowships, multimodal publications,

Global South (#IAS_NUQ) at Northwestern and events, we amplify faculty and student

Qatar produces and promotes evidence- scholarship, mentor future scholars, and

based storytelling on the histories, cultures, advance knowledge that is both locally

societies, and media of the Global South. relevant and globally resonant.

We are committed to advancing rigorous Research at #IAS_NUQ is organized around four
P73 scholarship and creative mediamaking that key themes: Genealogies and Epistemologies of
ﬂght on the complex dynamics of the the Global South, Arab Media, Culture, and

| South as a geographic, epistemological, Politics, Southern Digitalities, and Critical
’ iential, and ethical space. Security Studies.

~ Scan to explore our programs, current opportunities,
. NUQ_ Press publications.




Northwestern | ATAR
Institute for Advanced Study in the Global South

2025 #IAS_NUQ Global Undergraduate Fellows

s /

Al Dana Al Thani AlAnoud Abdulrahman Banna Al-Dosari Dariya Utepkaliyeva

Projecting Qatar: Doha Film Institute's Al-Shqmmqri Socio-Historical Interrogation into the Symbolic Revival: Kazakh Ornaments
Soft Power Strategies Role and Position of Enslaved People in Reimagined

Rediscovering Heritage: Between Past .
Qatar and Bahrain

and Present

Iman El Moctar Isra Fejzullaj Jannat Malik Khatimat Abilova
Over the Wall Across the Pond: My Soil, My Soul: The Cham Struggle to Evolving Landscapes of Phulkari One Last Memory: Ahiska Turks
Mauritanians’ Deadly Jump Over the US— Remember and Revive Embroidery: The Emotional Impact on Remembering 1991

Mexico Wall Rural Punjabi Women

' AN Lé.f

Kunduz Keldibekova Manahil Naveed Maryam A. Wahab Al- Mohammed Shayan

Through Her Eyes: Domestic Violence in ~ Guardians of Culture: The Crocodiles of Musleh Ahmad

Kyrgyzstan Manghopir i L X
Performing Femininity on 1960-1970s An Ethnographic Journey Through
Gulf Television: A Content Analysis of Gentrified Streets: Documenting
Abdel-Aziz El-Namash’s Cross-Dressing  Cultural Displacement in Lahore’s
Character Historic Core

e i, b 4 - i do A
Mubashir Hanif Neel Shelat Olzhasbek Zhakenov Talyta Venancio 69
Echoes of Identity: Khawaja Sirasinthe  The Role of Football in National and Zheltoksan Resistance Franca
Digital Age Ethnic Identity-Building

Filhas Potiguaras: A Story of Menstrual
Survival in Brazil’s Agreste
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New from
the MIT Press

‘ Mother Media
@ . m | Hotand Cool Parenting
=1 '«% in the Twentieth Century
s

By Hannah Zeavin

Mother Media

Hot-and Cool Parenting in the Twentieth Century.

An essential history for
understanding how we
mother now, and how
motherhood itself became
a medium—winner of the
Brooke Hindle Award from
the Society for the History
of Technology.

mitpress.mit.edu

/- JICA
)| 2A25

ICA’s “Little Free Library”

Much like the concept of Little Free Libraries in

neighborhoods around the world, you can
either take a book or give a book. You can keep
it for as long as you like, and it’s an honor
system, no “check out” process and no late
fees! But, this year will be the last year of the
ICA “Little Free Library”.
farewell to the little library by taking a book

Stop by and say

home to cherish with you.

& MAXQDA

The #1 qualitative data
analysis software with
the best Al integration

20% Discount

Code: MQ-ICA2025
Valid until August 31+

e 45

@ HanEH

gk

%

Visit us

at booth

MIN JOO LEE

Finding
Mr. Perfect

K-Drama, Pop Culture,
Romance and Race

FINDING MR.
PERFECT
K-Drama, Pop
Culture, Romance
and Race

Min Joo Lee

COMEDY, RACE, AND RESISTANCE
ARTEL GREAT

THE BLACK
PACK

Comedy, Race, and
Resistance

Artel Great

Visit our table! 30% discount & free U.S. shipping

(code RICA25).

WE CAN DO
BETTER
Feminist
Manifestos

for Media and
Communication
Edited by

Linda Steiner and
Stine Eckert

HAPPY DAYS
Images of the
Pre-Sixties Past in
Seventies America
Benjamin L. Alpers

\'ﬂ RUTGERS

UNIVERSITY PRESS rutgersuniversitypress.org L0k

MONSTERS
Vs,
PATRIBRCHY.

MONSTERS VS.
PATRIARCHY
Toxic Imagination
in Global Horror
Cinema

Patricia Saldarriaga
and Emy Manini

\ f [
ELIAPOWERS

PERFORMING

eNE

Identity, Authority, and ‘

the Myth of Neutrality
= 4

PERFORMING
THE NEWS
Identity, Authority,
and the Myth of
Neutrality

Elia Powers

109

POST-WEIRD
Fragmentation,
Community, and
the Decline of the
Mainstream
Calum Lister
Matheson

ISLE OF RUM
Havana Club,
Cultural Mediation,
and the Fight for
Cuban Authenticity
Christopher Chavez

OMEG |




Qintellect

publishers of original thinking

The Journal of Gulf Studies
General Call for Papers

The Journal of Gulf Studies invites submissions that promote interdisciplinary
approaches within the context of area studies, with a specific focus on the Gulf region.
We welcome academic articles, book reviews, and conference or symposium reports
that align with the journal’s mission and thematic areas.

Submission Guidelines

e Academic articles: 6,000-8,000 words

e Book reviews: 1,200-1,500 words

e Conference/symposium reports: 1,500-2,000 words

e All submissions must follow the Intellect Harvard citation style

To submit your work or learn more about our publication process, please visit our
Journal Editors and Contributors page (via the QR code), which includes information on
publishing agreements, copyright, accessibility, and more.

Journal of Gulf Studies

We look forward to your contributions
and to building a rigorous, dynamic
scholarly conversation on the Gulf and
its global intersections.

www.intellectbooks.com



The Wiley Blackwell-ICA International
Encyclopedias of Communication

A landmark series in communication studies research spanning major areas of communication studies and its
sub-fields, and featuring the latest research from hundreds of leading scholars across the globe.

THE INTERNATIONAL ENCYCIOPEDIA OF

THE INTERNATIONAL ENCYCLOPEDIA Of

COMMUNICATION ' G MEDIA

PSYCHOLOGY

WILEY Blackwel

International g g g . .
e A Available in print and online. Browse the full series at

Association www.wileyicaencyclopedia.com Wl LEY

We take pride in world-class research, innovative education, and
cutting-edge facilities.

3 2 17

ICA fellows Faculty members listed as top 2% most cited Academic faculty members
scientists

33 638 792

Number of Q1 publications in SSCI and Scopus Percentage of PhD graduates with faculty Number of International exchange students hosted
indices in 2023-2024 positions at esteemed universities (2008 to 2024)
worldwide

Department of
Media and Communication

BEEE T KSR
City University of Hong Kong

Keep up with COM/CITYUHK
and learn more




on planning a successful and inspiring 75" Annual ICA
Conference. Your thoughtful planning and leadership have
made a meaningful impact. We wish you continued
success as you step into your new role as ICA President.

ICA President-Elect 2024-2025

THOMAS
HANITZSCH

Chair and Professor of Communication
LMU Munich
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Si its founding in 2008, the Depart t of
D E PA RTM E N T O F Mlggzl:n: lCJ)r:)r:1r]rgLllrr:ication ate Cit?/pSnir\?eerrs]its of
Hong Kong has become a hub for

M E D IA AN D professionals

and academics in areas include:

CO M M U N ICATIO N + Strategic Communication

* Computational Communication

* HealthC icati
C ITY U N IVE RS ITY . Di(z;ei‘tal Mgggn#:é%i:)cl)ggy and Social

Impacts
0 F H O N G KO N G * MERIT: Meta-Evaluation and Research
Integration
ICA fellows Faculty members listed Academic faculty
as the 2% most cited members
scientists
Number of Q1 publications in Percentage of PhD Number of International
SSCI and Scopus indices in  graduates with faculty exchange students hosted
2023-2024 positions at esteemed (2008 to 2024)
universities worldwide

Department of .
Media and Communication Departmgnt f’f Media and
EREHAD Communication

City University of Hong Kong

Keep up with COM/CITYUHK and learn more at:




