
Property (Business)

Standard policies do typically cover civil disturbance, 

riot, fire, vandalism up to the amount of coverage 

purchased. Plate glass cover (coverage for large panes of 

glass/windows) in some cases, maybe purchased 

outside of the main policy. In the case of a leased 

property, the lessee typically purchases inventory and 

contents cover for their own property.  Businesses that 

are forced to suspend/close operations due to 

disturbance are typically covered under business 

income policies. However, there must be property 

damage to trigger coverage. Businesses that are 

required to close by a civil authority can be reimbursed 

for down time by business income policies as well as 

when the property damage may be to another 

business.

Auto

Damage to vehicles during a disturbance can be covered by 
comprehensive policies if purchased by the person or business. 
Without comprehensive cover, the owner would self-insure that 
loss and be responsible for paying for repairs to their vehicle.

Property (Homeowners)

Most policies cover riot, civil disturbance and vandalism. 
Homeowner structures and personal property are likely 
covered subject to claims handling and deductibles.

Coverage for Property Damage Caused by 
Rioting, Civil Commotion and Vandalism

Agents across Wisconsin help businesses prepare for the unexpected.  Depending upon the nature of 
the property and optional coverages purchased, most instances of civil disturbance can trigger cov-
erage. Of course, a personal consultation with your insurance professional pre-loss is the best way to 
strategically manage risk and to be comfortable that you are protected.  Many businesses tend to un-
derestimate the level of coverage they need or even decline coverage for budgetary reasons only to be 
surprised after a loss. Keep in mind that all policies are different as each insurance company can add 
their own nuances.

Here are areas of coverage most businesses are concerned with: 

Risk mitigation and control is key. Businesses and homeowners should take steps now to increase 
security, property protection and surveillance.  Insurance companies will likely require these 
improvements to maintain coverage in the future.
 
It is important to speak directly to your licensed insurance agent to confirm coverage and limits. 


