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News, Updates, and Announcements

ILHB Appoints Jacob Speer as Indiana’s 34th State Librarian

The Indiana Library & Historical Board (ILHB) has named Jacob Speer as the Indiana State Library’s Director and State  
Librarian. Speer who served as Director of the Library Development Office at the State Library from 2005-2010. Recently he 
served as Executive Director of the Waukee (Iowa) Public Library. He also served Executive Director of the Hussey-Mayfield  
Public Library in Zionsville from 2010-2013.

Ohio Township Public Library Receives New Director
 
The Ohio Township Public Library System (OTPLS) is pleased to announce the employment of a new library 
director. Trista Smith joined OTPLS as the new director on July 7. Trista was previously the director of the  
Bitterroot Public Library in Hamilton, Mont. Her career spans over 10 years of professional experience,  
including several years with the Los Angeles County Public Library, as well as directing the Darby (Montana) 
Community Public Library. 

Her passion for technology has helped the library embrace cutting-edge programming and incorporate unique 
services such as circulating e-readers and Roku boxes to the Hamilton community. She looks forward to bringing innovation to the 
Ohio Township Public Library System while simultaneously respecting the rich history of the organization.

Adams Public Library System Opens Storybook Park

The Adams Public Library System opened Storybook Park to the Decatur community this year with 
a dedication on July 8. The Storybook Park project was made possible by local contributions from 
businesses, organizations, and individuals and a property donation by a local bank. The pocket park 
includes features such as the wrought iron from the house originally on the site. Current programs 
include weekly Tai Chi in the Park and Sunday Afternoons in the Park music. Library director Kelly 
Ehinger added, “We are very pleased yet humbled by the tremendous community support that has 
made Storybook Park possible. The park has also been hailed as a catalyst for downtown  
development and we are very excited about that.”

Churubusco Public Library Celebrates 100 Years

The Churubusco Public Library celebrated 100 years of service July 26.  The celebration included an open house and an outdoor 
concert. 

Brownsburg Public Library Director Retires
 
Wanda Pearson, director of the Brownsburg Public Library will retire after 33 years. Her last day will be on 
Wednesday, August 27. 

2014 Children & Young Peoples’ Division Conference

Sunday, August 24 - Monday, August 25, 2014

Marriott East Indianapolis
7202 East 21st Street, Indianapolis, IN 46219

For more information and to register for this conference, go to www.ilfonline.org and click on “Events.”



Turning Outward

By Jason Hatton, Bartholomew County Public Library, Assistant Director

I think it is safe to say that the vast majority of us became librarians, at least in part, in order 
to make a difference. We know that the power of literacy and libraries can change people’s 
lives. However, too often we find ourselves bogged down with the minutiae and latest  
problem to spend time working on the larger picture.
  
Through my work with my local United Way, I had the privilege of attending the Harwood Institute’s Public Innovators 

Lab this February. I have to say that it was a wonderful training that helped me ground my thinking about the library’s role in the 
community.  While the training was expensive (thank you Bartholomew County United Way!) and out of reach for many, their  
website has several free resources that can be used to grasp a basic understanding of the concepts - 
 http://www.theharwoodinstitute.org/harwoodhalfhour/. As many of you have probably noticed, ALA is working with the Harwood 
Institute to make this training specifically available to libraries.  

One of the key features in the Harwood thinking is the idea of turning outward. From their website, “as we try to get things done in 
our community, we can face incredible pressure to turn inward – to focus more on our own organization and its internal workings, 
our branding, the very survival of our organization, and endless to-do lists, all at the expense of Turning Outward to our community. 
But the more inward we become, the harder it is to create the change we seek.” 
 
To change that, Harwood has a tool on their site called the turn quiz which helps you recognize 
the difference between turning inward/outward. By completing it, you can figure out where your 
institution is today and what it should be focused on for the future. Have your manager group or 
board take the quiz to see how they would rate your organization and then discuss the answers. 
Not only will this hopefully lead to a great discussion, but it will also give you great insight on 
some items that you need to work on.  

One of the reasons that we need to turn outward is so that we can truly understand our  
communities. To do that from Harwood’s perspective, you have to first understand your  
community’s aspirations. Also on the site is a set of three questions that will help you get to the 
heart of this. Again, you can use this tool on any community you wish- managers, board, staff, 
friends, etc. By focusing on aspirations, you will find common ground on which you can build 
and be poised to more ably move forward. 
 
I hope this article has piqued your interest in examining the work of the Harwood Institute further. I feel they are doing great research 
and work in the area of community building and problem solving. By harnessing tools like these and working with local community 
groups like the United Way, libraries can do much to improve the lives of their patrons- that is what makes it all worthwhile! 
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Publications & Presentations

Thorpe Published in Journal of Web Librarianship

Angie Thorpe, Digital User Experience Librarian 
at Indiana University Kokomo Library, published 
the article:  “Library Homepage Design at  
Medium-Sized Institutions,” Journal of Web  
Librarianship volume 8, issue 1, January 2014, 
pages 1-22, published online in March 2014. 

If you have a recent publication or presentation you would like to 
share with the ILF membership please send information to Diane J. 
Bever, editor of Focus on Indiana Libraries, dbever@iuk.edu.

Library Directors and Trustees:

Sylvia Watson, Legal Consultant and 
Counsel to the Indiana State Library, 
will be doing a Q & A style  
presentation at ILF conference in 
November. 

She is requesting questions in advance so answers can 
be researched in order to provide well informed  
responses.  

If you plan to attend ILF and are interested in this  
session, please send your question or issue to Sylvia via 
e-mail at sywatson@library.in.gov.

The Harwood Institute will be 
presenting, “How to Engage 
and Lead Change in Your 
Community” as part of pre-
conference for this year’s ILF 
Annual Conference. For more 
information, please go to www.
ilfonline.org and click on the 
“2014 Annual Conference” 
tab.

%20http://www.theharwoodinstitute.org/harwoodhalfhour/%20%20
mailto:dbever%40iuk.edu%20?subject=
mailto:sywatson%40library.in.gov?subject=ILF%20Q%20%26%20A%20
http://www.ilfonline.org
http://www.ilfonline.org
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2014 ILF Annual Conference:  Pre-Conference Sessions 
Monday, November 17, 2014 

 
Get your conference started early this year, by selecting to attend one of our 10 Pre-Conference Sessions! They are sure to 
educate and inspire you while getting you excited for the Annual Conference to begin on Tuesday. See the prices below to 

budget for these amazing sessions! Annual Conference registration will open the beginning of August. 
 

 

Session 1  
9:00 AM – 12:00 PM 

 
Session 1  

10:00 AM – 1:00 PM 
Session 2  

2:00 PM – 5:00 PM 
Title: "Success through Integrity"; 
How to become a Business of 
Character 
 
Speaker: Mary Russell 
Price: $25 Members / $37.50 Non-
Members 
 

 
Title: Shooting Your Self in the 
Foot! 
 
Speaker: Andrew Sanderbeck 
Price: $25 Members / $37.50 
Non-Members 
 

 

Title: How to Engage & Lead Change 
in Your Community 
 
Speaker: Carlton Sears, from the 
Harwood Institute (see article on pg. 7) 
Price: $30 Members / $45 Non-
Members 
 

Title: Change: Vision, Value, 
Velocity 
 
Speaker: Lauren Burnett 
Price: $25 Members / $37.50 
Non-Members 
 

Title:  Wired for the Future: Robotics 
Programming at Your Library 

 
Speaker: Michael Cherry & Charles 
Sutton 
Price: $25 Members / $37.50 Non-
Members 

 

 Title: Pages brittle and torn: RDA 
in the local history and 
genealogy space 
 
Speaker: La Donna Riddle Weber 
Price: $25 Members / $37.50 
Non-Members 
 
 

Title: Turning the Page: Managing 
Public Library Projects, Debt Issuance 
and Tax Rates in the Tax Cap World 
 
Speaker: Belvia Gray 
Price: $25 Members / $37.50 Non-
Members 
 

 Title: Creating and Telling the 
Library's Story 
 
Speaker: Cate Kaufman 
Price: $25 Members / $37.50 
Non-Members 
 

Title: Digital Public Library of 
America in Indiana 
 
Speaker: Emily Gore, Kristi Palmer, & 
Jennifer Johnson 
Price: $25 Members / $37.50 Non-
Members 

 Title:  Remembering the printed 
page: collection management 
and print repositories 
 
Speaker: Sarah Bushong 
Price: $25 Members / $37.50 
Non-Members 
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to Indiana Library Federation members 
for encouraging students to apply 

for an MLS or MIS degree!

Department of 
Information and 
Library Science

SCHOOL OF INFORMATICS AND COMPUTING

Indiana University, Bloomington 

ILS.INDIANA.EDU

Thank You!

Follow the path to your future.

 

Indiana Libraries, the open access professional journal 
published by the Indiana Library Federation, is available at:

http://www.indianalibrariesjournal.org/

Indiana Libraries Call for Papers:  Tell the Story!  Successful 
Strategies for Marketing, Outreach and Communication

Possible topics might include:

 Creating a goal-oriented communications plan  
Successful marketing and promotions on a shoestring budget      
Developing collaborations to raise the visibility of the library 

Developing a successful brand; managing the brand

Article proposals are due by November 1, 2014 and should be 
submitted through the Indiana Libraries site at: 

 http://journals.iupui.edu/index.php/IndianaLibraries/information/
authors.  

ILF/PCI August Webinars
To register for an upcoming webinar or for more information, please go to: http://pciwebinars.com/.

ILF is fortunate to collaborate with People Connect Institute for our series of webinars. For August, the line-up of webinars is below  
(1 LEU credit each). Members who wish to receive the reduced rate are encouraged to e-mail askus@ilfonline.org for the promotional 
code and to follow up at that same e-mail to obtain their LEU certificate. All live and archived webinars will be $39 for ILF members. 
That is $20 off the regular price.The group-viewing rate will increase to $119 but those libraries who are ILF members will get $20 off 
making the webinar for a group just $99. Click on the links below for more information and to register. All webinars are EST.

Tuesday, August 5 at 10:30 a.m.: Eden Rassette - Beyond the Teen Advisory Board: How Teen Volunteers Can Work for You

Thursday, August 7 at 2 p.m.:  Andrew Sanderbeck - It’s Not About Me! Handling Those Complaining Customers Without Taking It  
Personally

Tuesday, August 12 at 10:30 a.m.: Cari Dubiel – Leadership at Any Level: Build Your Skills for Tomorrow’s Opportunities

Thursday, August 14 at 2 p.m.: Andrew Sanderbeck –32 Words We Use Incorrectly in Business/Personal Writing that Look Unprofes-
sional or Careless

Tuesday, August 19 at 10:30 a.m.: Cari Dubiel and Crystal Williams– Generational Harmony: Teaching, Training and Interacting

Thursday, August 21 at 2 p.m.: Kathy Pape - How to Measure and Document the Performance of Your Employees

Tuesday, August 26 at 2 p.m.: Jill Burket-Ragase and Amy Schardein - Board Books: Not Just for Babies

Thursday, August 28 at 10:30 a.m.: Krista-King Oaks - Assets to Action: A Common Sense Approach to Youth in the Library

Thursday, September 4, at 2 p.m.: Kathy Pape - When, What and Why to Delegate to Your Employees

http://www.indianalibrariesjournal.org/
http://journals.iupui.edu/index.php/IndianaLibraries/information/authors
http://journals.iupui.edu/index.php/IndianaLibraries/information/authors
http://pciwebinars.com/aug-5th-beyond-the-teen-advisory-board-how-teen-volunteers-can-work-for-you/
http://pciwebinars.com/aug-7th-its-not-about-me-handling-those-complaining-customers-without-taking-it-personally/
http://pciwebinars.com/aug-7th-its-not-about-me-handling-those-complaining-customers-without-taking-it-personally/
http://pciwebinars.com/aug-12th-leadership-at-any-level-build-your-skills-now-for-tomorrows-opportunities/
http://pciwebinars.com/aug-14th-thirty-two-words-we-use-incorrectly-in-our-businesspersonal-writing-that-make-us-look-unprofessional-and-careless/
http://pciwebinars.com/aug-14th-thirty-two-words-we-use-incorrectly-in-our-businesspersonal-writing-that-make-us-look-unprofessional-and-careless/
http://pciwebinars.com/aug-19th-generational-harmony-teaching-training-and-interacting/
http://pciwebinars.com/aug-21st-how-to-measure-and-document-the-performance-of-your-employees/
http://pciwebinars.com/aug-26th-board-books-not-just-for-babies/
http://pciwebinars.com/aug-28th-assets-to-action-a-common-sense-approach-to-youth-in-the-library/
http://pciwebinars.com/sept-4th-when-what-and-why-to-delegate-to-your-employees/
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August 2014

1 
Reference Division Conference 
Bloomington, IN
 
1-2
Midwestern Roots 2014 Family  
History and Genealogy Conference
Indianapolis Marriott East Hotel, 
Indianapolis, IN

2
Articles due for the September issue 
of Focus.

5 
Legislative Meeting, 10 a.m. 
IPL Services Center 

Endowment Mtg., 10 a.m. 
ILF office 

Awards/Honors/Scholoarship Mtg., 
11 a.m., ILF office

23-25 
CYPD Conference 
Indianapolis Marriott East Hotel

September 2014

1-30 
Library Card Sign-up Month

2
Articles due for the October issue 
of Focus.

Legislative Meeting, Time TBD

6
YHBA Fall selection committee 
mtg., Shamrock Springs Elementary 
School, Westfield 

18
ILF Board Mtg., 2 p.m.

SAMS Pre-Conference 
Greensburg-Decatur Public Library 
 
19 
SAMS Conference 
Greensburg-Decatur Public Library

21-27 
Banned Books Week

October 2014

2
Articles due for the Nov/Dec. issue 
of Focus.

7 
Legislative Fall Forum, Oak Hill 
Mansion, Carmel

8 
IPLA Conference, Oak Hill  
Mansion, Carmel

12-18
Teen Read Week 

19-25
National Friends of Libraries Week

22 
FOIL Conference, French Lick

November 2014

1-30
Picture Book Month

17  
ILF Pre-conference
Marriott East, Indianapolis

18-19
ILF Annual Conference
Marriott East, Indianapolis

December 2014

2 
Articles due for January issue of 
Focus.

Legislative Meeting, 2 p.m.
IMCPL Service Center, Indianapolis

ILF Board Mtg., 2 p.m.

3
Camp Leadership, Carmel-Clay P.L.

January 2015
2 
Articles due for February issue of 
Focus.

6 
Legislative Meeting, 2 p.m.
IMCPL Service Center, Indianapolis

30-Feb. 3
ALA Midwinter, Chicago

February 2015
2 
Articles due for March issue of 
Focus.

4
Digital Learning Day

March 2015
2 
Articles due for April issue of Focus.

8-14
Teen Tech Week

16
Freedom of Information Day

mailto:askus@ilfonline.org

