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IN TUNE WITH 

"The resources and relationships have blown e away. 
The networking has been invaluable, and the s pport from 
the IRA has helped us stay ahead of industry ch0llenges." 

- Jodi Fyfe, CEO The Paramount Group 
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26,797 

RESTAURANT LOCATIONS 

IN ILLINOIS 

$51.7 BIL 
IN SALES 

$1.83 
IS CONTRIBUTED TO THE 

ST ATE ECONOMY FOR 

EVERY 1 DOLLAR SPENT 

585,400 
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RESTAURANT AND 

FOODSERVICE JOBS; 

10% OF TOTAL JOBS 

IN THE STATE 

9 IN 10 
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REST AU RANTS ARE 

SMALL BUSINESSES 
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ADVOCACY 
llie Illinois Restaurant Association is tlie �oice on issues ttiat matter, tor.our, t>usiness. 

9oin us to l>uilct on tllis P.rogress. 

Past 
• Helped pass the Interchange Fee Prohibition Act, which eliminates swipe fees

on sales tax and gratuity
• Enacted changes to BIPA legislation that reduced overall fines for violations
• Brought happy hour back to Illinois
• Helped secure the approval of $50 million in grants for restaurants in the 2022

Illinois state budget
• Repealed the Cook County Soda Tax
• Secured restaurant exemption from the Chicago Ba 9 Tax
• Helped reform the Payment Protection Program (PPP] to make it more

accessible to small businesses
• Advocated and secured a second round of PPP for the hospitality community
• Instrumental in securing the Restaurant Revitalization Fund (RRF)
• Fought to exclude restaurants from FTC's "junk fee" rule, saving $3.5 billion,

or$4,800 per restaurant

Present 
• Maintained the tip credit at the state level, saving 20-40% in labor costs
• Continued the fight against the elimination of tip credit in Chicago
• Legalized video gaming in Chicago
• Kept the head tax out of the 2026 Chicago budget
• Passed legislation making cocktails-to-go permanent
• Passed legislation making it illegal for unauthorized third parties to sell

reservations
• Got hemp beverages exempted from the hemp ban in Chicago

Future 
• Continuously working to save the tip credit
• Advocating for pro-growth policies at local, state, and federal levels
• Maintaining strong relationships with elected officials and regulators
• Having a place at the table on all hospitality issues
• Fighting against new tax proposals that harm the hospitality

industry

LOBBY DAYS IN SPRINGFIELD AND WASHINGTON, D.C. 
Members are invited to visit Springfield and Washington, DC with other 
restaurateurs from Illinois to discuss and advocate on issues that have 
an impact on the industry. 

POLITICAL ACTION COMMITTEE 

Help us build on victories from the past by investing in our success in the future. 
Contributing to the IRA PAC provides a meaningful investment that drives the 
growth and vitality of the hospitality industry. For more information, contact 
Communications & Government Relations Manager Alison DeGuide at 
adeguide@illinoisrestaurants.org. 







EDUCATION 

We've got your 
certification needs

covered. 

The IRA is the best solution for all of your 
certification needs. Be sure to comply with 
Illinois law by getting certified with the most 
experienced instructors. Illinois Restaurant 
Association members receive special 
pricing. You can trust the IRA to keep you 
informed and compliant: 

• Ser.vSafe F.'ooct Ser.vice Sanitation Manageli
• Ser.vSafe F.ooct Hancller.
• Ser.vSafe �lcotiol � BASSEili
• Summeli F.estival F.oocl �encloli Sanitation
• Ser.vSafe �llergen
• Sexual Harassment F!revention iliraining

In addition to year-round classes at our 
offices in both English and Spanish, we also 
offer private classes for groups of 10 or more 
at your location. Call our office at (312) 787-
4000 to book your private class. 

For a schedule of class dates 
or to register, visit 
illinoisrestaurants.org. 

ServSafe 
National Restaurant Association 





IRA Educational Foundation ProStart® 
Available in 52 Illinois high schools, Prostart® is a two-year, 
industry-backed culinary arts and restaurant management 
program aimed at providing valuable experience and 
empowering the next generation of hospitality professionals. 

Career Exploration Practical Experience 
• Career camps • Industry certification 
• Career fairs • Job readiness training 
• Field trips • Internship placements 
• Guest speakers 
• Job shadow days 
• Mentoring 

Connections to Post­
secondary Education 

• College tours 
• College prep workshops 
• Scholarship prep workshops 

Youth Readiness & 
Employer Advancement 
• Registered apprenticeships 
• Gain essential 'ob and life skills 

Paving the way for careers in hospitality. ~=i:::l;;·:;;;l~:;:,~ 

:M:::::;~ 
Scan to get 

involved 
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CHEF'S TABLE 

IRA GOLF CLASSIC 

MEET THE EXPERTS 

ANNUAL MEETING 

MEMBERSHIP EVENTS 
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Thank you to the 2026 Illinois Restaurant Association Corporate Sponsors





ILLINOIS MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
RESTAURANT 
ASSOCIATION OPERATOR MEMBER • ILLINOIS RESTAURANT ASSOCIATION 

Organization Name ___________________________________________ _ 

Corporate Name (If Different Than Above) __________________________________ _ 

Primary Contact ____________________________________________ _ 

Address _______________________________________________ _ 

City ____________________ _ County ______ _ State _____ _ Zip _____ _ 

Work Phone _____________ _ Mobile _____________ _ Fax ____________ _ 

Email (confidential) ___________________________________________ _ 

Website------------------------------------------------

Number of Locations ________________ _ Attach list of additional locations, if any. 

Company Type: D Independent Restaurant D Franchisee D National/Regional Chain 

Industry Segment: D Fine Dining D Casual/Family Dining D Fast Casual D Quick Service D Other _________ _ 

Do You Have A Liquor License? D Yes D No 

Number of Full Time Employees ___________ _ 

Cuisine Type ___________________ _ 

PAYMENT 

D Check payable to Illinois Restaurant Association, 

enclosed for $ ____ _ 

D Credit Card, charged for $ ____ _ 

CREDIT CARD INFORMATION 

Name On Card _________________ _ 

Billing Address _________________ _ 

City _____________________ _ 

State ___________ _ Zip Code ____ _ 

Card Number __________________ _ 

Expiration Date _________ _ csv ____ _ 

Signature ___________________ _ 

Memberships are non-transferable and non-refundable. By becoming a 
member and paying your dues, you agree to the bylaws of the IRA. 
This firm or individual certifies that the information provided is correct 
and agrees to the statements on this application. 

ANNUAL GROSS-SALES DUES 

$0 - $499,999 .. ...... ... ... .. .. .. .. ....... ... ... .... .. .. .... ..... .... ... .... .. .. .... . $350 

$500,000 - $999,999 .......................................................... $515 

$1,000,000 - $2,499,999 ................................................... $765 

$2,500,000 - $4,999,999 ............................................... $1,285 

$5,000,000 - $9,999,999 .............................................. $1,920 

$10,000,000 - $10,999,999 ............................................ $2,235 
$11,000,000 - $11 ,999,999 ............................................. $2,525 
$12,000,000 - $12,999,999 ........ ... ... .. .. .. .. ....... ...... ... .. .. ... $2,825 
$13,000,000 - $13,999,999 ............................................. $3,120 

$14,000,000 - $14,999,999 ............................................. $3,450 

Add $250 for each $1 million starting at $15 million in Annual 
Gross Sales with a maximum dues amount of $5,500. Contact IRA 
Office at (800) 572-1086 or membership@illinoisrestaurants.org 

OPTIONAL 
Political Action Committee 
$50, $100, Other ...... .. ............ ......... ............... ... ....... $ ___ _ 

Educational Foundation 
$25, $50, Other ........................................................ $ ___ _ 

TOTAL INVESTMENT $ _______ _ 

Disclosure Notice: 61% of your dues may be tax deductible 
as ordinary and necessary business expenses. 39% are 
non-deductible lobbying and political expenditures. 

Return completed application to the Illinois Restaurant Association 
33 West Monroe, Suite 250 I Chicago, Illinois 60603 

(312) 787-4000 I Fax: (312) 787-4792 I membership@illinoisrestaurants.org 



MAKE YOUR MEMBERSHIP 

COUNT TODAY 

11 ILLINOIS
RESTAURANT 

ASSOCIATION 

Check off the programs you would like more information about that can save you money on operational 

costs. We will be in touch with your membership packet shortly after we receive this application with 

your member's packet. Feel free to write in additional topics below. 

□ FREE NRA Show Badge for Operators □ Discounted Tuition at Kendall College

□ Discounts on sanitation classes (ServSafe □ Educational Foundation & ProStart
Manager, Allergen, Food Handler, BASSET)

□ Heartland: Credit Card Processing, POS Systems,

□ Aramark Linen & Uniform Services Payroll, HR

□ UnitedHealthcare (Discounts on group health □ State Auto: Property/Casualty Insurance
insurance & individual plans.)

□ !GS Energy: Electric & Gas Supply

□ EMPLOYERS: Workers' Compensation Insurance
□ Four Networking Committees

□ BMI Music Licensing Discounts

Other 

ILLINOIS RESTAURANT ASSOCIATION MEMBER COMMITTEES & BOARDS 

OPEN TO ALL MEMBERS: 

□ MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

The Membership Committee works to enhance existing programs and develop additional programs, which allow members 

to effectively handle cost and improve the profitability of their business. The Committee also recruits and welcomes new

members through Committee-sponsored events and outreach efforts. 

□ GOVERNMENT RELATIONS COMMITTEE

The Government Relations Committee is the members' voice in local, state, and federal legislative arenas. The goal of the

Committee is to promote and protect the restaurant industry at all levels of government. With annual "lobby days" in

Springfield & Washington, DC, the Government Relations Committee works hard to represent your needs to lawmakers & 

regulators across the state and nation.

□ GOLF CLASSIC COMMITTEE

The Golf Classic Committee plans and organizes the IRA's annual Golf Classic. The annual Golf Classic is an avenue for

associate members to meet and network with owner/operators and is a revenue source for the Association.

□ CHEF'S TABLE GALA COMMITTEE

The Chef's Table Committee works to raise scholarship money for the Educational Foundation and acknowledge the

scholarship recipients by having a gala celebration of the industry.

Return completed application to the Illinois Restaurant Association 

33 West Monroe, Suite 250 I Chicago, Illinois 60603 

(312) 787-4000 I Fax: (312) 787-4792 I membership@illinoisrestaurants.org



ILLINOIS 
RESTAURAN T 
ASSOC IAT ION 

ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
ILLINOIS RESTAURANT ASSOCIATION 

Organization Name ________________ _ Corporate Name (If Different) _______________ _ 

Primary Contact _____________________ _ Mobile _____________________ _ 

Address _____________________ _ Work Phone _____________________ _ 

City _____________________ _ County _______ _ State _____ _ Zip ______ _ 

Email (confidential)----------------------------------------------

Website--------------------------------------------------

Mailing Address (If Different Than Above)-------------------------------------

What Keywords Best Describe Your Business? (Up to 5 Keyword s) __________________________ _ 

MEMBERSHIP DUES 
Dues are based on total annual gross sales of the organization. 

ANNUAL GROSS-SALES DUES 

$0 - $4.999.999........ .. ... . .... ........... .. .... .......... ... ....... $525 

$5.000.000 - $9.999.999 .... .. ................... .. .. ... ...... .... .. .. ...... $920 

$10.000.000 - $14.999.999 ...... .. ................. .. .. ... .............. $1,310 

$15.000.000 - $19.999.999 ... .. ...... ................................... $1,705 

$20.000.000 - $24.999999 ...... .. .................. .. ... .... ...... .. .. $2,100 

$25.000.000 - $30.000.000 .......... ........ .................... .. .. $2,365 

$30.000.000 and over .. .... .. .. .... .... .. .. ....... .. .... .... .. ...... ....... $2,750 

OPTIONAL 

Political Action Committee 
$50. $100. Other .......... ........ . ........ .... .... .................. ... $ ___ _ 

Educational Foundation 
$25. $50. Other .............. .. .. .... .... ................................. $ ___ _ 

TOTAL INVESTMENT $ _______ _ 

Disclosure Notice: 61% of your dues may be tax deductible as ordinary and 
necessary business expenses. 39% are non-deductible lobbying and political 
expenditures. 

PAYMENT 

D Check payable to Illinois Restaurant A ssociation. 

enc losed for $ ____ _ 

D Credit Ca rd. charg ed for $ ____ _ 

CREDIT CARD INFORMATION 

Name On Card ___________________ _ 

Billing Address ___________________ _ 

City _______________________ _ 

State ___________ _ Zip Code ______ _ 

Card Number ____________________ _ 

Expiration Date __________ _ csv _____ _ 

Signature _____________________ _ 

MEMBERSHIP DISCLAIMER 
Memberships are non-transferable and non-refundable. By becoming a member and 
paying your dues. you agree to the bylaws of the IRA. This firm or individua l certifies that 
the information provided is correct and agrees to the statements on this application. 

Signature ____________ _ Date _____ _ 

Return comp leted application to the Illinois Restaurant Assoc iation 
33 West Monroe. Suite 250 I Chicago. Illinois 60603 

(312) 787-4000 I Fax: (312) 787-4792 I membership@ill inoisrestaura nts.org 






