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FROM THE EDITOR

As a parent of three boys and an 8-
month old Labrador, I have learned 
to be suspicious of the silence. 

Typical sounds in the Hill house 
include the uncanny voice of 
SpongeBob SquarePants on the 
television; boys yelling into their 
video headsets, “Look out! He's 
behind the wall! He has a 
grenade!” (thank you, Fortnite); and 
the frantic jingling of Kimber's dog 
tags during a mad case of the 'dog 
zoomies.'  

When the house becomes quiet, it usually means that someone 
is turning blue in a headlock, sneaking junk food or eating my 
shoes. 

On Saturday, September 30, 2006, parents statewide likely 
became suspicious of the silence.  That was the day park 
districts partnered with IAPD and the American Heart 
Association in support of the Let's Just Play Go Healthy 
Challenge, a joint venture between Nickelodeon and The 
Alliance for a Healthier Generation.  These organizations 
worked together to coordinate activities for Nickelodeon's 
Worldwide Day of Play, an event designed to encourage kids to 
turn off the television and play outdoors.  Nickelodeon and its 
sister channels suspended programming from 12:00 p.m. until 
3:00 p.m., and the following message scrolled across the 
screen: “Yes, your TV is working. Yes, this is Nickelodeon. And 
yes, this is Nickelodeon's Worldwide Day of Play - a celebration 
of all things active - an entire day devoted to play!”   

Sixty Illinois park districts and recreation agencies hosted 
Worldwide Day of Play events in their communities.  The 
campaign was a great success, with houses throughout the 
state falling silent as kids took to the outdoors to enjoy long-
forgotten activities like riding bicycles, playing catch, shooting 
baskets, playing pick-up baseball games, and enjoying other 
physical activities in the fresh air because their televisions had 
gone dark.  

Illinois park districts, forest preserves, conservation, recreation 
and special recreation agencies are models for other 
organizations when it comes to joining forces to enhance the 
health and well-being of their citizens.  This issue of Illinois 
Parks and Recreation contains some excellent examples.  

What's Go-ing On? on page 12 describes how the Gurnee Park 
District developed a partnership for a walking initiative that 
created a ripple effect of healthful programs to get people up 
and moving.  The Oak Lawn Community Garden; a 'Growing' 
Partnership on page 16 outlines a community-wide project that 
provides produce for needy families and has significant 
outgrowth potential.  And, Palatine StoryWalk: A Partnership to 
Promote Literacy in our Parks on page 20 summarizes a 
creative collaboration that invites people to play in the parks 
while supporting literacy and family fun.

There is a meme that reads, “Silence is golden, unless you 
have kids. Then, it's just suspicious.”  While I have found this 
to be true on many occasions, I have also found that 
sometimes silence in the house is a good thing.  It means that 
the kids have ventured outdoors to play some basketball, go for 
a swim or throw the ball a few hundred times for the dog.  

On behalf of parents everywhere, I extend a heartfelt “thank 
you” to those of you generating endless opportunities for kids – 
and adults alike – to get out of the house and live healthier 
lives.  

That kind of silence truly is golden.

— Bobbie Jo Hill, Interim Editor

mailto:iapd@ILparks.org
http://www.ILparks.org
http://www.ILipra.org
http://www.gossadvertising.com
mailto:info@pernsteiner.com
http://www.ILparks.org
http://www.ILipra.org
mailto:iapd@ILparks.org
http://www.ILparks.org
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gGET ON BOARD

Peter M. Murphy, Esq., CAE, IOM
IAPD President and CEO
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The Keys to Successful Board Service
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Serving on a voluntary board can be demanding, but it can 
also be one of the most rewarding experiences you can 
have, for it repays the individual, not in dollars, but in even 
rarer attributes - the gratitude of those you serve and the 
inner peace that comes from service given freely for the 
benefit of all.

BOARD RESPONSIBILITIES
�Ÿ Determine the agency's mission and purposes.
�Ÿ Select the paid executive (not the staff).
�Ÿ Support the executive and assess performance 
      periodically (usually measured against the strategic 
      plan).
�Ÿ Ensure effective organizational planning.
�Ÿ Ensure adequate resources (funds, time, volunteers, 
      staff, technology, etc.).
�Ÿ Determine, monitor and strengthen the agency's 
      programs and services.
�Ÿ Promote the agency's image.
�Ÿ Ensure legal and ethical integrity and maintain 
      accountability.
�Ÿ Recruit and orient new board members and assess 
      board performance.
�Ÿ Make sure no one person dominates the board.
�Ÿ Be aware that the board collectively arrives at 
      decisions.
�Ÿ Assure that all board members understand and 
      complete their duties and responsibilities.
�Ÿ Work for mutual respect between fellow board 
      members and the executive.
�Ÿ Promote the spirit of cooperation and teamwork.
�Ÿ Try to make board members feel a sense of belonging 
      by showing that their services are wanted and that they 
      are appreciated.
�Ÿ Show confidence in the executive and properly evaluate 
      his or her performances in meeting goals.

HOW NOT TO BE AN EFFECTIVE BOARD 
MEMBER
If you're looking for ways to alienate yourself from your 
fellow board members and the executive, here are a few 
suggestions that will probably guarantee success.
�Ÿ Talk too much and listen too little.

�Ÿ Criticize a board decision that was voted on and 
      passed by the majority of the board, but that you did 
      not specifically support.
�Ÿ Demonstrate to fellow board members that you have 
      all the answers for every issue.
�Ÿ Refuse to change your mind on any issue regardless of 
      the evidence that is presented.
�Ÿ Fail to read board packets and prepare for board 
      meetings.
�Ÿ Divulge information from an executive board meeting.
�Ÿ Refuse to compromise when decisions have 
      stalemated.
�Ÿ Ridicule past board members and the decisions made 
      by the board before you became a member.
�Ÿ Try to give instructions to the executive as an 
      individual board member.
�Ÿ Hold grudges against fellow board members who don't 
      agree with you.
�Ÿ Try to dominate the conversation at every board 
      meeting.
�Ÿ Resent the salary of the executive because it is more 
      than you make, or more than your spouse makes.
�Ÿ Arrive late at board meetings and leave early.
�Ÿ Remind fellow board members, “It's always been done 
      this way in the past.”
�Ÿ Appear at the agency giving orders to employees.
�Ÿ Want the agency to be a haven for hiring friends and 
      the politically deserving.
�Ÿ Constantly criticize and question board policies and 
      executive decisions, and compulsively dissent on 
      almost every issue.
�Ÿ Do not try to know or understand other people who 
      serve on the board with you.
�Ÿ Have no interest in being educated on good 
      boardmanship.

There is no such thing as knowing all you need to know 
about the diverse and complex job of serving as an 
effective board member. You were elected or appointed to 
the board and you are expected to be well versed and 
educated on issues affecting the agency. You have 
volunteered for the job, but the job demands that you are 
knowledgeable about the issues for which you need to 
make decisions and policies. 



2019 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

I find that the following Board Member’s Creed creates a 
framework for successful board service.

THE BOARD MEMBER'S CREED
As an individual member of the board, I will:
�Ÿ recognize the integrity of my fellow board members and 
      the merit of their work.
�Ÿ be motivated only by a desire to serve the people of my 
      community.
�Ÿ recognize that it is my responsibility, together with that of 
      my fellow board members, to see that agency services 
      are properly run - not to run them myself.
�Ÿ work with the executive of the agency - not over or 
      around him/her.
�Ÿ conduct board business only in board meetings legally 
      called.
�Ÿ remain politically non-partisan on park, recreation and 
      conservation issues.
�Ÿ attend continuing education programs to inform myself 
      on the proper duties and functions of a board member.

In performing my proper functions as a board member, 
I will:
�Ÿ deal in terms of general agency policies.
�Ÿ function, in meeting the legal responsibility that is mine, 
      as a part of a legislative, policy forming body, not as an 
      administrative officer.

In maintaining desirable relations with other members of 
the board, I will:
�Ÿ respect the opinions and decisions of fellow board 
      members.
�Ÿ recognize that authority rests with the board as a 
      whole, not as an individual.
�Ÿ make no disparaging remarks in or out of meetings 
      about fellow board members.
�Ÿ recognize that to promise in advance of a meeting how 
      I will vote on any proposition under consideration is to 
      close my mind and agree not to think through other 
      facts and points of view that may be presented in the 
      meeting.
�Ÿ make decisions in board meetings only after all sides 
      of the question have been presented.
�Ÿ consider unethical and will thus avoid “secret” 
      sessions of board members held without presence of 
      the executive.

In meeting my responsibility to my community, I will:
�Ÿ attempt to appraise fairly both the present and the 
      future park and recreation needs of the community.
�Ÿ attempt to procure adequate financing and support for 
      our parks and recreation programs, facilities, and 
      services.
�Ÿ interpret to fellow board members and the chief 
      executive, as best I can, the needs and attitudes of the 
      community.

�Ÿ insist that business transactions of the agency be on 
      an ethical, open, and above-board basis.
�Ÿ act as a fiduciary of taxpayer dollars received by the 
      agency.

In working with the executive, I will:
�Ÿ hold the executive responsible for the administration of 
      the agency and give him the authority commensurate 
      with his responsibility.
�Ÿ expect the agency to be administered by the best 
      trained professional people it is possible to procure.
�Ÿ participate in board decisions only after considering 
      the recommendations of the executive.
�Ÿ expect to spend more time in board meetings on 
      policies, programs, and procedures than on business 
      details.
�Ÿ give the executive friendly counsel and advice.
�Ÿ refer all complaints to the chief executive and insist 
      that they be presented in writing to the board as a 
      whole.
�Ÿ present any personal criticisms of employees to the 
      chief executive and not to the employee.
�Ÿ refer all employee complaints to the executive.
�Ÿ provide adequate safeguards around the executive and 
      other personnel so they may perform the proper 
      functions of parks and recreation services on a 
      professional basis.
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Saturday, August 17, 2019

IAPD Park District

Conservation Day

Illinois State Fair

Monday, August 26, 2019

IAPD Summer Golf Tour

Outing #3

GolfVision 

Management Inc.

Settler's Hill Golf Course

Wednesday, September 18, 

2019

IAPD Summer Golf Tour

Outing #4

Glenview Park District

Glenview Park Golf Club

September 24-26, 2019

NRPA Congress & 

Exhibition

Baltimore, MD

Friday, November 1, 2019

Best of the Best 

Awards Gala

Wheeling Park District

Chevy Chase Country Club

Thursday, November 14, 

2019

Legal Symposium

McDonald's U/Hyatt Lodge

January 23-25, 2020

2020 IAPD/IPRA 

Soaring to New 

Heights Conference

Hyatt Regency Chicago



e

                     
          

        

        

Special Recreation and retirees/consultants, including Ray 
Ochromowicz and Chuck Szoke. I also met with IPRA's 
three newest board members, Margaret Resnick (Mundelein 
Park & Recreation District), Andy Thurman (Geneseo Park 
District), and Andrew Dallner (O'Fallon Parks and 
Recreation). 

I have done agency visits, spending a few hours at each one 
including: SEASPAR, Village of Hawthorn Woods, Worth 
Park District, Park District of Park Forest, and Geneseo Park 
District. I also visited the Vernon Hills Park District and 
presented an in-service for their staff on public speaking. At 
the Bolingbrook Park District, I attended their administrative 
staff meeting and updated them on IPRA news. At the 
Plainfield Park District, after touring their facilities, I 
enjoyed a few minutes of horseback riding at their 
equestrian center - a fun highlight of the tour so far! At the 
Lemont Park District, I participated in their Arbor Day 
celebration. At the Oak Lawn Park District, I attended their 
new inclusive park dedication, made possible in part by the 
playground grant program through IPRA. 

I also attended several IPRA events and met with members 
there. I attended a Recreation Section meeting in Carol 
Stream. Section Chair Dan LoCascio ran a great meeting 
and various committee members spoke about their projects. 
I presented at the IPRA ProConnect culmination ceremony 
in Schaumburg, and met with St. Charles Park District 
intern Nick Lobosco and retiree Jeff Boubelik there. I 
attended the Leadership Academy graduation in Naperville 
and met with Team Level graduate Mary Liz Jayne and 
longtime Board of Regents member Laure Kosey.

EYE ON THE PROFESSION
A C L O S E R L O O K A T T R E N D S A N D I S S U E S I N T H E P A R K A N D R E C R E A T I O N P R O F E S S I O N

IPRA has spent this calendar year partnering with 
members all over the state as part of our 75 Conversations 
Tour. This is just one of the ways that IPRA is celebrating 

thour 75  anniversary this year. As part of this tour, I have 
spent much of the year traveling to member agencies and 
regional meetings across the state, touring facilities, 
meeting staff, and spending time getting to know IPRA 
members, and to listen to your feedback about how we're 
doing. 

Towards that end, I have visited several of the colleges and 
universities who have a park and rec or therapeutic 
recreation degree program. I have spent time on campus, 
meeting with students at the University of St. Francis, 
Illinois State University, University of Illinois, Western 
Illinois University, Moraine Valley Community College, and 
Southern Illinois University at their John Allen Symposium. 
Along the way, I have met with many students and faculty 
and presented to classrooms about the value of 
participating in your state association and the ways it can 
help students and early career professionals advance in 
their careers. I was excited to witness the University of St. 
Francis induction of students into the Alpha Iota Chapter of 
Rho Phi Lambda, the park and recreation honor society for 
students. Congratulations to inductees Caleb Campbell, 
Caeley Grady, Tyler Keene, and Marina Uher! And I was 
humbled to receive the Outstanding Service Award from 
the Southern Illinois University-Carbondale Department of 
Public Health and Recreation Professionals. Following a 
visit to Western Illinois University, I sent a letter to the WIU 
Board of Trustees in support of the department during a 
time of budget cuts which could affect faculty. At ISU, I 
met with the Park and Recreation Student Society, and saw 
how their club is successfully supporting park and 
recreation students. At Moraine Valley, I attended a Park 
and Recreation Advisory Board meeting. Each school 
displayed great commitment to educating students and 
preparing future park and recreation professionals. I am 
scheduled to visit Chicago State University in the fall.

In other visits, I have had one-on-one meetings with 
professionals including Trisha Breitlow as she transitions 
from Deerfield Park District to Maine-Niles Association of 
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 IPRA’s 75 Conversations Tour is Traveling 
Statewide to Meet You

By Debbie Trueblood, CAE
IPRA Executive Director
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IPRA is celebrating Our 
th75  Anniversary this year, 

we hope you will join us 
in the celebration on the 
75 Conversations Tour. 
See you at the tour stops!



I attended some events outside of IPRA as well. I 
attended the Central Illinois Directors meeting in Morton 
and met with Joel Dickerson from the Morton Park 
District and foundation board member, Jarrod 
Scheunemann, from Campfire Concepts. I presented on 
“Glass Ceiling” issues at the Women in Leisure 
conference in Forest Park and met with Andrea Griffin 
and Rachel Hubsch, who were leaders in planning the 
event. I attended a Southern Illinois Park and Recreation 
Association (SIPRA) meeting and met with Lyndsey 
Younger from the City of Belleville and Jerry Sauerwein 
from the Kingsbury Park District. I attended the IAPD 
Legislative Conference and had conversations with 
professionals and commissioners. And at Parks Day at 
the Capitol, I was pleased to get to talk with Pam Falco 
and Debbie Greninger, from the Carol Stream Park 
District (my hometown park district). At a dinner in 
Springfield, I met with commissioners, professionals, and 
legislators affiliated with the Rockford Park District 
including Sen. Dave Syverson and Rep. Maurice West. I 
also enjoyed attending a statue dedication at the Urbana 
Park District for Robin Hall, IPRA's Past President who 
served in 1981. 

At the Central Region IPRA board meeting, the entire 
IPRA board and I visited the Decatur Park District and 
toured several of their facilities. If you haven't been out 
to see their new Devon G. Buffett Amphitheater, I would 
highly recommend it. This new facility seats 4,000 
including lawn seating and faces out to the water. It is 
one of the most innovative new facilities I have seen. 
Several Decatur staff gave us a tour of the amphitheater, 
as well as the Scovill Zoo.

Finally, at a recent meet and greet between the IPRA 
staff and our host agency, the Park District of La Grange 
(where IPRA's offices are located), the staffs of both 
teams met up to get to know each other. I had great 
conversations with Leanne Hartung and Terri Kuzel, 
among others.

The tour has been a great opportunity for me to meet 
with a variety of IPRA members at every stage of careers 
in our field. As a reminder of my goals, I want to meet 
with as many people as possible, I can never count more 
than two people in a room, and I have to have a real 
conversation with the person to count them. I very much 
look forward to continuing in my travels. I have several 
more agency visits on the calendar coming up. If you 
would like to be included, please reach out. No agency is 
too small or too remote. I want to celebrate with you.  I 
am especially interested in getting out to agencies in 
Central and Southern Illinois in the coming months. If 
you would like to be included, please send an email to 
jean@ilipra.org. To see photos, follow us on social 
media. Thank you to each of you who has spent time 
with me, sharing your stories, teaching me about what is 
important to you. I am grateful every day. 
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Upcoming Events

September 4, 2019
CPRP Exam Prep Series B – 
Operations
Fosco Park, Chicago Park 
District

September 11 & 19, 2019
Webinar: Your Agency as 
Quality of Life System

September 13, 2019
Education Roadshow - 
Macomb, Illinois
Lakeview Nature Center - 
Macomb Park District

October 2-4, 2019
Certified Playground Safety 
Inspector Course
Town of Normal Community 
Activity Center

October 9 & 17, 2019
Webinar: The Revenue 
Game - Strategies for 
Success

October 28 & 29, 2019
CPRE Exam Prep Series
Palos Heights Recreation 
Center

November 10-13, 2019
Professional 
Development School
Eagle Ridge Resort & Spa

For details and registration, please visit the IPRA 
event calendar at ILipra.org

mailto:jean@ilipra.org
www.ilipra.org


sSTATEHOUSE INSIDER

Jason Anselment
Legal/Legislative Counsel

I S S U E S & I N S I G H T S F R O M T H E L E G A L / L E G I S L A T I V E S C E N E

As this issue goes to press, the dust is still settling at the 
Capitol after a very busy conclusion to the Spring Session 
where the General Assembly tackled a number of major 
issues, including a new state budget and a long-range capital 
infrastructure bill, during the final days.

IAPD and its member agencies enjoyed another outstanding 
year of success at the Capitol. All seven IAPD Platform bills 
were approved by both chambers and our advocacy efforts 
also resulted in tens of millions of dollars in future grant 
funding for capital improvement projects and land 
acquisitions.

$29 Million for New OSLAD Grants
The Spring Session got off to a great start with Governor 
Pritzker's announcement of $28.9 million for 2019 OSLAD 
grants to 89 agencies. After persevering through grant 
suspensions, avoiding special fund sweeps, and enduring the 
historic budget impasse during the past several years, we 
were excited to have the OSLAD program back on schedule. 

However, our excitement was quelled a few weeks later when 
the next state budget was first introduced with no proposed 
funding for new OSLAD grants in 2020.

As those of you who attended one of the twelve legislative 
breakfasts or closely follow our weekly Legislative Updates 
are aware, IAPD quickly responded by meeting with the 
governor's staff, House and Senate budget appropriation 
chairs, legislative leaders and key legislative staff. In addition 
to testifying before the House and Senate appropriation 
committees, funding for new OSLAD grants was a main focus 
of the Legislative Conference. 

As a result of our collective and persistent efforts throughout 
the Spring Session, along with widespread legislative support 
for OSLAD, the final budget approved by the General 
Assembly and signed by the governor includes $29 million 
for new OSLAD grants to be awarded in 2020 as well as the 
necessary reappropriations for existing OSLAD grants. This 
was an important victory as this amount should fund around 
90 projects in the upcoming year.

IAPD Concludes Another Highly 
Successful Spring Session

1 0   I l l i n o i s P a r k s & R e c r e a t i o n  

Millions of Dollars for Park, Recreation and 
Conservation Projects in Capital Plan
As has been widely reported, the General Assembly worked 

stpast its May 31  deadline in order to approve a new $45 
billion “Rebuild Illinois” capital plan. While the majority of 
funding is designated for transportation-related projects, 
our advocacy efforts also resulted in substantial funding for 
local park, recreation and conservation projects. 

In addition to tens of millions of dollars for member 
projects awarded to specific park districts, forest preserves 
and other local park and recreation agencies, the capital 
plan includes $50 million for the PARC grant program, 
$50 million for the Public Museum Grant Program, $25 
million for the Open Land Trust, and an extra $50 million 
annually for the ITEP grant program for pedestrian and 
bicycle facilities.

All Seven IAPD Platform Bills Headed to 
the Governor
Although this grant funding will provide much needed long-
term support for local park, recreation and conservation 
projects for years to come, there were also many legislative 
successes during the Spring Session that will impact the 
day-to-day operations of member agencies.

The IAPD Legislative Platform is a two-year platform that 
runs with the General Assembly's two-year cycle. Because 
of our advocacy efforts and strong leadership by our bill 
sponsors, all seven IAPD Platform bills have already been 

stapproved by the 101  General Assembly during its first 
year – an outstanding achievement for any organization.

If signed by the governor, these bills will help agencies in 
their day-to-day operations by providing additional 
flexibility to help save much needed taxpayer dollars, earn 
additional revenue, or avoid unnecessary and costly 
litigation.

For example, HB 2124 (Welch, E. / Bush, M.) expands 
the existing Open Meetings Act exception for discussing 
personnel matters related to specific employees in closed 
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session to also permit boards to discuss personnel matters 
related to a specific volunteer or a specific independent 
contractor who serves in a park, recreational or 
educational setting. Park districts, forest preserves and 
other member agencies utilize thousands of volunteers in 
coaching and other positions. Many gymnastics, tennis or 
other recreational class instructors that serve in the tens of 
thousands of programs offered statewide are actually 
independent contractors and not employees under the law. 
Currently, there could be sensitive personnel issues with 
these individuals, but the law does not permit the boards 
to discuss such sensitive issues in closed session. HB 
2124 will address this issue. Of course, as is always the 
case, the board would still need to return to open session 
before taking any final action. 

SB 246 (Fine, L. / Willis, K.) would exempt purchases of 
fuel and petroleum products from competitive bidding 
requirements, which would allow agencies to save 
taxpayer dollars by providing the needed flexibility to lock 
in fuel prices when they are low. 

HB 2073 (Butler, T. / Curran, J.) would expand the 
maximum term for leasing real property that is no longer 
needed for park purposes from 50 to 90 years. Although 
long term leases of park property are not common, this 
flexibility will help some agencies earn additional revenue 
by obtaining more favorable lease terms for land that is not 
being utilized for park purposes so that the additional 
revenue can be put back into existing recreational 
programs, parks or other facilities.

HB 2129 (DeLuca A. / Castro, C.) would expand the 
maximum term for leasing equipment and machinery from 
five years to eight years. This additional authority will 
allow agencies to lock in lease prices for a longer term to 
guard against inflationary increases.

Two bills provide important clarifications under the Park 
District Code. HB 2081 (Wehrli, G. / Tracy, J.) ensures 
the continuation of staggered terms for 7-member park 
boards when terms are reduced from six years to four 
years, while HB 2499 (Manley, N. / Sims, E., Jr.) would 
reconcile two provisions of the Park District Code to clarify 
when a park board may declare a vacancy. Finally, SB 
1273 (Curran, J. / Martwick, R.) would protect park 
district taxpayers who do not live within a unit of local 
government by permitting a park district to sell property to 
that unit if the purchase price is not less than the 
appraised value. 

Unfunded Mandates and Exposure to 
Liability Avoided
IAPD tracked 520 of the more than 6,100 bills that were 
introduced during the Spring Session. In addition to the 
legislative platform, we were actively engaged on dozens of 
these measures by meeting with bill sponsors and 
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committee chairs, offering amendments and testifying in 
committee. Many of these measures required hours of 
behind the scenes negotiations. As a result of IAPD's 
efforts, numerous bills that would have imposed costly 
unfunded mandates, diminished local control or created 
exposure to liability were avoided.

For example, as introduced, SB 1270 would have required 
every park district, municipal park and recreation agency, 
and special recreation agency to test every source of 
potable water for lead contamination and imposed 
minimum testing requirements, including three separate 
tests on the same source. Many IAPD member agencies 
have already tested their facilities, but the introduced 
version of the bill did not clearly eliminate the requirement 
to re-test these facilities. The bill would have also 
mandated specific reporting and ineffective public 
notification requirements. 

As introduced, SB 2058 would have imposed nearly 20 
pages of training, administration and notification 
requirements on all park districts related to asthma 
medication, epinephrine injectors, and opioid antagonists 
used by program participants and would have required 
each park district to adopt certain emergency response 
protocols related thereto among many other requirements.

These are just two of many examples of bills that are often 
well intended, but that fail to account for the differences 
among agencies, facilities, program participants, etc., or to 
recognize that these important issues can typically be best 
addressed at the local level. 

Experience has shown that locally elected officials are 
better able to account for the vast differences among the 
size and scope of their operations rather than approaching 
the issue with a one-size-fits-all state mandate. By working 
with members of the General Assembly, IAPD is often able 
to address these issues without a state mandate and to 
preserve the flexibility of member agencies to continue to 
implement specific policies that are better able to address 
the safety of citizens while also protecting taxpayers and 
preserving much needed funds.

As you review the hundreds of bills that IAPD tracked this 
session, you will find many more examples of our efforts on 
these types of measures.

_______________

IAPD's legislative success would not be possible without 
the support and grassroots advocacy of our member 
agencies at the local level. As a result of our collective 
efforts, this was an outstanding year at the Capitol. Thank 
you for all your support. Please continue to watch for IAPD 
Legislative Updates on future grant announcements and 
updates as the governor takes action this summer on bills 
that were approved by the General Assembly this spring.
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By Jennifer Gilbert, CPRP, Director of Marketing & Community Relations, Gurnee Park District

What’s

-ing

On?
If you haven't heard yet there is something GO-ing on in 
Northern Illinois and it's spreading to agencies in Lake, 

DuPage, Cook, McHenry, and Jo Davies counties to name 
a few. And while humans typically try to contain things 

that are spreading, the GO movement is one that is 
receiving infectious support with GO programs popping up 

in communities across the state.
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It all began in 2015, when former U.S. Surgeon General 
Dr. Vivek H. Murthy delivered a keynote speech at the 
National Recreation and Park Association's national 
conference promoting walking and walkable communities. 
He noted that despite the many benefits of physical 
activity, only one-half of all U.S. adults and one-quarter of 
high school students met the guidelines for aerobic 
physical activity (2008). Studies also showed that many 
chronic diseases could be delayed, prevented or managed 
through healthy behaviors including physical activity. 
Murthy proposed that the act of simply walking 30 
minutes a day could positively combat the threat of these 
diseases and was simple, cost effective and generally 
accessible where people live, learn, work and play. Thus, 
Murthy gave a charge to all park and recreation agencies in 
attendance that day to bring Step it Up! back to their 
communities. Upon hearing this message, Gurnee Park 
District's Executive Director Susie Kuruvilla was both 
inspired to personally accept the challenge and encouraged 
to bring the message back to the residents of Gurnee. She 
shared her story with the district's marketing department 
where Jennifer Gilbert, director of marketing, and Katie 
Burgess, former graphic designer for the agency (now 
serving Hoffman Estates), brainstormed the concept, and 
thus, the GO Gurnee “G walker” brand was born!

GO Gurnee needed more than a brand to be successful, so 
the district's marketing staff went to work on an integrated 
plan to incorporate advocacy, education and free 
programming for a launch in spring of 2016. A community 
kick-off event was planned that May. As the date 

approached, park district staff began to share the mission 
of the movement with key stakeholders including elected 
officials, local leaders, and community influencers. They 
were asked to accept the challenge to walk 30 minutes a 
day for the next 30 days and be a “Champion” for the 
movement by sharing with and inviting others to 
participate. There was unanimous support. Most of the 
Champions confessed that they personally needed to 
incorporate more activity into their day, so a challenge like 
this was welcomed and accepted. Around the same time, 
Gurnee's executive director and marketing director made a 
call to the Lake County Health Department.  It seemed 
only logical to let the Health Department know what 
Gurnee was doing. This was the first time that the two 
agencies would meet to discuss their shared values and 
the potential for partnership beyond typical agency food 
and water safety needs. It was this meeting that would 
change the trajectory for GO!

The Kick-Off event was a huge success with several 
hundred community members of all ages in attendance. 
State senators and representatives, the mayor, and even 
local school mascots came out to GO Gurnee. Local 
businesses even donated prizes to add to the excitement of 
the day. All participants received a blue GO shirt to wear 
during the challenge and beyond. And, of course, the entire 
crowd walked together for 30 minutes throughout the park 
property!

The Kick�Off event was a huge success with 
several hundred community members of all 

ages in attendance. State senators and 

representatives, the mayor, and even local 

school mascots came out to GO Gurnee. 
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That summer, a variety of walks were scheduled. Some 
hosted by local churches, others led by the mayor of the 
village and a host of other staff and volunteers. As fall 
arrived, the district hosted Super Saturday, a superhero 
themed physically active event that included a family 1-
mile mini race. The participation and feedback was 
inspiring! Families with small children, older adults 
needing to re-engage with fitness all participated and 
expressed their delight for a fun kick-off to new fitness 
habits. 

As the outdoor walking season was ending, leaders at the 
Gurnee Park District were concerned with how to maintain 
momentum into the winter months. They agreed to allow 
free access to the community center's indoor track to any 
GO champ wearing their t-shirt. The track is used by 
several GO walkers each day.

2017 ushered in a great deal of programming innovation. 
The kick-off event was themed around dogs and welcomed 
pet-owners and their well-behaved furry friends to take 
part in GO. Free logoed bandanas were given to the four-
legged champs and attracted a new segment of the 
community. As with the other kick-offs, attendees 
participated in a group walk. That summer, with Pokémon 
GO being all the rage, two Pokémon pop-up events were 
hosted in Viking Park. The event started at the band shell 
and encouraged fans to stay active (and alert) while 

walking the park, allowing the local community to find 
their Pokémon. The event attracted a tech demographic 
not usually reached by more traditional recreational 
programming. That same summer, the Adult Walking Club 
really took off with ten to 25 individuals participating in a 
weekly volunteer-led walk at a new location each Saturday 
morning. 

It was also during that year that probably one of the 
biggest and most pivotal moments of the GO movement 
began. Staff from neighboring Antioch and Waukegan Park 
Districts inquired about the possible use of the GO concept 
for similar programs due to GO's momentum and runaway 
success. Additionally, the Lake County Health Department 
kicked off Live Well Lake County, an assemblage of 
community stakeholders mobilized to take action on 
community health issues around the same time. Timing 
could not be better as the GO Gurnee program had the 
potential to offer a scalable solution to one of the county's 
objectives, empower Lake County Residents to improve 
their overall health through the simple act of walking. 
Gurnee Park District officials agreed to share the GO 
program with the health department and fellow park 
agencies in return for shared health data from the Health 
Department and the Health Department's commitment to 
recruit and develop other communities to have their own, 
unique GO programs. GO Lake County was established and 
since that time, agencies such as Deerfield, Fox Lake, 

Staff from neighboring Antioch and 
Waukegan Park Districts inquired about the 
possible use of the GO concept for similar 

programs due to GO’s momentum and 

runaway success� 
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Grayslake, Highland Park, Lake Bluff, Lake Forest, 
Lindenhurst, Mundelein, North Chicago, Round Lake Area, 
Vernon Hills, Wadsworth, Wauconda, Wildwood, Winthrop 
Harbor, and Zion have adopted their own programs. The 
Lake County Health Department even created a webpage 
to help promote all of the GO activities scheduled by these 
agencies.

During the summer of 2018, Gurnee hosted the GO the 
Distance Youth Walking Challenge. The challenge received 
endorsements by all local schools and boasted over 600 
youth registrants committed to walking all summer long. 
2018 closed with a remarkable multi-agency fall walk 
hosted at Lake County Forest Preserve's Independence 
Grove. The LCFPD had been incorporated into the cadre 
due to their shared interest in getting residents out to their 
hundreds of miles of trails. More than 15 agencies were in 
attendance and residents from those areas attended 
totaling more than 200 people. This marked the first park 
and recreation multi-agency event of its kind ever to be 
attempted in Lake County.

By early 2019, the concept of GO was spreading beyond 
Lake County to park and recreation agencies in other parts 
of the state. Gurnee Park District also continued to deliver 
innovative GO programming with many smaller events and 
activities like Chalk the Walk to decorate walkways with 

happy inspiring messages, Audubon Society led bird-watch 
walks, story walks with the local library, water walks (in 
pool lap lanes), and walking partnerships with the local 
high school to walk the school halls on the weekend during 
cold weather. This summer, Gurnee will host the Sedentary 
Smack Down Challenge. Participants will have 100 days to 
complete 100 miles. 

It is certainly the hope that this powerful movement can 
keep GO-ing! Gurnee Park District invites each community 
to make GO their own while upholding the foundational 
requirements: 

1. Must emphasize 30 minutes of daily activity, 
primarily walking

2. Promotes community health with an emphasis on 
outdoor movement

3. Free or low cost
4. Proximal to home, work or school
5. Educational, engaging and collaborative
6. Measurable
7. Scalable

If your agency is interested in launching a GO movement 
contact, Jennifer Gilbert at jgilbert@gurneeparkdistrict.com 
for an agency start-up kit.

mailto:jgilbert@gurneeparkdistrict.com


A 

“Growing” 
PARTNERSHIP

By Dolly Foster, Oak Lawn Park District Horticulturist and

 Denise Iwinski, Oak Lawn Park District PR/Marketing Supervisor

M MOC U NN IW T YA  L G AK RA DO EE NH ;T

The Oak Lawn Community Garden is a beautiful, half acre 
enclosed garden that is more than just your average garden.

This project truly took a community to build as a partnership was 
formed between the Oak Lawn Park District, Oak Lawn – 

Hometown School District 123, and the Village of Oak Lawn. 
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This community-wide initiative provides a gardening 
outlet for numerous residents while also providing much 
needed fresh produce to local food pantries that support 
needy families in the community. The outgrowth 
potential is significant and includes school curriculum 
enhancement, senior citizen engagement, and veteran 
outreach programming.

The garden began as a leisurely conversation in 
September 2015 between three passionate greenspace 
individuals: Oak Lawn Park District Horticulturist Dolly 
Foster, Oak Lawn-Hometown School District 123 
Community Liaison Officer Larry Fetchko, and Village 
Forester Matt Basile. The school district wanted to build 
a pantry garden that would serve as a place to raise 
produce for local food pantries and to serve as an 
educational garden for students. Foster said she knew 
there was a community need for rental allotments for 
patrons who did not have access to green space. Both of 
these concepts followed the Oak Lawn Park District's 
mission of promoting a strong sense of community by 
providing leisure opportunities and the preservation of 
natural resources that enhances the quality of life and 
wellness for everyone. Therefore, in order for patrons and 
the community to receive the maximum benefits 
possible, a push for both opportunities was written into 
the plan.

Next was finding a space and location. Two sites were 
suggested; a site on park district property and a site on 
school district property. The school district property was 
preferred because there was an expanded parking lot. 

The next step was negotiations and presentations to all 
three organization's boards for project approval.

Oak Lawn Park District Superintendent of Parks Joel 
Craig and Dolly Foster presented to the park district 
board. The board decided this project would move 
forward pending approval from the school district and 
cooperation from the village. 

The park district would fund the construction and the 
ongoing project out of the Capital Projects Fund. The 
Village of Oak Lawn was formally asked and agreed to 
help with piping water to the site.
   
A comprehensive plan was drawn up for the school 
district site, and the garden was divided into different 
zones. The garden's top half was designed to have 52 
allotment rentals. The garden's bottom half would 
eventually have 39 beds to grow vegetables for the 
pantries. There would be two sitting areas, a shed, and a 
13' diameter hexagon herb garden. A pergola/ gathering 
area with picnic benches would act as wash/pack 
station. Construction of the pergola was completed 
thanks to a 2017 Green Regions Grant. 
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The outgrowth potential is significant and 
includes school curriculum enhancement, 

senior citizen engagement, and veteran 
outreach programming.
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Once details were compiled, a final presentation was given 
to the school board in March 2016 that would decide the 
fate of this project.  As Dolly Foster gave her presentation, 
she couldn't help think about how much she wanted this 
project and while she knew how beneficial it would be to 
the community, she could not have predicted the success 
and impact that this project was going to have. The school 
board approved the project and a legal agreement was 
drafted and signed by all three parties.

On June 4, 2016, the Oak Lawn Community Garden held 
an all-volunteer build day and completed all targeted build 
goals. Approximately 30 volunteers constructed and 
compost/top soil filled: 17 Allotment Garden Beds (5' x 10' 
raised), 10 Pantry Garden Beds and 6 ADA accessible 
beds.

The Richards High School football team graciously 
provided most of the work effort and muscle to transport 
more than 25 cubic yards of compost/top soil to the beds. 
Boy Scouts, University of Illinois extension, Oak Lawn 
Green Team, neighbors and allotment gardeners joined 
park district and D123 representatives in constructing and 
back filling the beds.

That build day was successful in getting all the allotments 
built for the renters but the pantry beds had to wait a little 
longer. Staff at the park district finished 22 beds by mid-
June. 

In the first season, 300 pounds of heirloom tomatoes, 
fresh cucumbers, peppers, squash, kale and chard was 
harvested for local food pantries. The second season which 
was a full growing season, yielded 1200 pounds of 
produce and the largest harvest was over 200 pounds.  
The district was stunned at the quality of the produce and 
proud that no pesticides were used on the plants. In 2018, 
with the addition of one new bed and changing around 
some of the plant varieties, over one ton in produce was 
collected. 

Other partnerships have formed over time. A local church 
that needed space to grow produce reached out. In 
exchange for providing planting space so the church can 
deliver the produce to their pantry, the church's committee 
chair mows the park districts lawn. 

The pantries became a huge partner.  Larry Fetchko took 
on the task of forging relationships with food pantries. The 
goal was to keep produce as close to the garden as 
possible, however, not having a lot of pantries with 
refrigeration meant going out of Oak Lawn and giving 
produce to larger distribution centers.

The second season 
which was a full 

growing season, yielded 
1200 pounds of produce 
and the largest harvest 

was over 200 pounds.  
The district was 

stunned at the quality of 
the produce and proud 
that no pesticides were 

used on the plants.
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Larry Fetchko drafted a list of local pantries and supply for 
school social workers. The list included days and hours of 
operation, addresses, what IDs were needed to get in, and 
additional information families in need would benefit from. 
This developed into the Family + Community Resource 
Network (FCRN).  The network includes emergency 
assistance, healthcare, child care, senior care, clothing 
acquisition from charities, utility assistance, financial 
training and more. 

The Garden has been an integral part of FCRN.  First, it is 
a critical component of the expanded food network 
providing over a ton of fresh produce to eleven local food 
pantries, homeless shelters, senior and women's programs 
and the local VFW.  

Second, the expanded food network - anchored by the 
Garden - has become the model (considering breadth and 
information) for other service areas comprising the FCRN.  

Finally, contacts made through distribution of community 
garden produce has provided a powerhouse of leads and 
community organization contacts for other service areas 
and has greatly expanded the breadth of FCRN services.

This project wouldn't be successful without wonderful 
volunteers. The bulk of the work in the garden is done by 
volunteers which includes watering, planting, fertilizing 
plants, and keeping the grounds looking good. 

The district is proud of the hard work that goes into the 
garden and the benefits it serves to the community. The 
district applied for and won the Governor's Hometown 
Award for Outstanding Volunteerism in the district's 
population category, being recognized for the strong 
partnership with the Village of Oak Lawn and SD123 and 
how the community program has facilitated the 
development of other social programs to benefit the 
families in the Oak Lawn area. 

www.ancelglink.com


In October 2017, staff members from Palatine Public Library District 
approached Palatine Park District regarding a unique new partnership 

idea for the summer of 2018. The proposal was to create a 
StoryWalk® installation along the Palatine Trail combining the values 
of early literacy and open spaces, making it a perfect pairing for the 
two districts. The proposal was a natural extension of the Story Time 

in the Park program that Preschool & Tots Coordinator Karen Rude has 
been coordinating with the library since 2014.

P A L A T I N E StoryWalk:  
By Joan Scovic, Communications & Marketing Manager, Palatine Park District

A PARTNERSHIP TO PROMOTE LITERACY IN OUR PARKS
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The paved paths wind through 
neighborhoods and open land areas 

connecting parks and facilities along 
the trail system.

   w w w . I L p a r k s . o r g   J u l y / A u g u s t 2 0 1 9   2 1

A StoryWalk is a series of fixtures that display the pages of 
a children's storybook in panels that sit atop posts. The 
pages of the story can be changed out to keep the 
installation fresh. With the library's 2018 annual summer 
reading program theme set as “Reading Takes You 
Everywhere,” placing a story in an outdoor area was a 
perfect fit. The StoryWalk Project was originally created by 
Anne Ferguson of Montpelier, VT and developed in 
collaboration with the Kellogg-Hubbard Library. StoryWalk 
is a registered service mark owned by Ms. Ferguson. 

When approached with the partnership proposal, Mike 
Clark, Palatine Park District's executive director, realized 
that this project would create an amenity that would 
attract additional families to the park, making approval of 
an agreement an easy decision. According to Clark, 
expanding the long-term relationship with Palatine Library 
to include this new and innovative outdoor reading activity 
was the perfect merger of the missions of the two 
organization, expanding outdoor offerings to create 
additional recreational opportunities for the community.

Once the idea was approved by the leadership teams of 
both organizations, location became the next hurdle. 
Palatine Park District maintains approximately ten miles of 
off-road paved trails throughout the district. The paved 
paths wind through neighborhoods and open land areas 
connecting parks and facilities along the trail system. The 
library is located adjacent to an area of the trail and the 
first proposal was to place the StoryWalk in a lovely 
shaded location where the path winds through heavy trees 
and foliage behind the library. While this would have been 
a very convenient location from the library's perspective, 
the parks department had some concerns including having 
enough land next to the trail to install the posts without 
affecting trail users and the possibility of vandalism along 
such a secluded area of the trail. Several additional parks 
and sections of trail were then considered, and the Tom T. 
Hamilton Reservoir was eventually selected as the 
installation location.



w w w . I L i p r a . o r g2 2   I l l i n o i s P a r k s & R e c r e a t i o n  

The majority of the 94 acres at Hamilton Reservoir is 
leased by the park district from the Metropolitan Water 
Reclamation District and is home to five baseball/softball 
fields, a natural turf area that can fit up to nine soccer 
fields, a concession building with public restrooms, a 
playground renovated in 2014 with a poured in place 
accessible surface, over 275 parking spaces, and a .9 mile 
paved path around the entire park. With athletic events 
taking place almost every day from April through October, 
traffic at the park is heavy which would allow for expanded 
access to the StoryWalk. 

Once the park location was selected, story board post 
placement was determined by the parks department. The 
story loops along an area of the circular path at the park, 
starting and ending at the playground. As caretaker of the 
land, park district crew members dug holes, poured 
concrete, and installed the posts; under the agreement for 
the project, the park district is responsible for all post 
maintenance. The panels were then affixed to the poles 
with the library responsible for maintenance of the cases 
that hold the story panels as well as the installation of new 
stories.

The first story installed by the library was the New York 
Times bestseller “How Rocket Learned to Read” by Tad 
Hills. In the story, Rocket the dog meets a little yellow bird 
in a park. The bird is a teacher who helps Rocket learn to 
read and they become friends who gather each spring to 
enjoy stories together. In addition to the story pages, each 
post includes a question or activity such as “Sing the 
alphabet on your way to the next post,” and “How do you 
think Rocket feels?” These additions to each story page 
invite families to have discussions about the story, identify 
different items in the illustrations, and have fun while 
reading together in the park. 

Once the story was installed, a grand opening of the 
StoryWalk was planned for the first 2018 Story Time in the 
Park event on June 6. Members of the library staff read 
stories, sang songs, and helped children get the wiggles 
out for thirty minutes in the park. The stories were followed 
by a ribbon cutting led by Director Mike Clark, Jeannie 
Dilger, executive director of Palatine Public Library District, 
and Palatine Park District's Sammy the Squirrel mascot. 
After the official ceremony opening the StoryWalk, the 250 
people in attendance were led along the path to discover 

Members of the library staff read stories, 
sang songs, and helped children get the 
wiggles out for thirty minutes in the park. 



   w w w . I L p a r k s . o r g   J u l y / A u g u s t 2 0 1 9   2 3

for themselves just how Rocket learned to read. Each story 
page had a guest reader including park district staff, library 
staff, foundation members, park board members, and 
volunteers. The event also included goody bags for the 
children and free raffles including copies of “How Rocket 
Learned to Read” and passes to various park district events 
and programs. 

To keep the project fresh, the library plans to install a new 
story at least once each year. In June 2019, pages from 
the story “Mother Bruce” by Ryan T. Higgins will be placed 
in the panels. To better meet the needs of the community, 
three story times will be offered during the day, and three 
new story times have been added during the early evening. 
The new StoryWalk story installation will be celebrated at 
the first of these six outdoor story time collaborations on 
June 12. 

StoryWalk installations can be created in several ways. 
Some locations have chosen the less expensive option of 
placing the story boards on yard signs stuck in the ground 
with metal H-frames. However, Palatine Library wanted to 
make this a more permanent option in the parks with 
metal posts placed in concrete. This, of course, led to 
greater expenses. The final project cost was $8,500. The 
library brought in Palatine Public Library District 

Foundation and Friends of the Palatine Library to serve as 
additional gold level sponsors along with the park district. 
Additional silver-level support was received through 
donations from a variety of local businesses and 
individuals. Sponsors were recognized on the individual 
story boards and through media releases.

The StoryWalk project was one of several enhancements at 
Hamilton Reservoir that will help make this area a true 
community park that serves as a destination location for 
residents. Additional expansion projects at this location 
that are aligned with the district's five-year master plan 
include the addition of six outdoor lighted pickleball courts, 
outdoor fitness stations, and a connecting path from the 
park's paved loop to the main Palatine Trail system. 

The StoryWalk partnership with Palatine Public Library 
District provided the opportunity for a creative 
collaboration that invites people to play in the parks while 
supporting literacy and family fun. From creative story 
choices featuring animals that fit a parks and recreation 
theme to a location that has high visitation by the public, 
the project was a positive addition to the Palatine 
community.

www.rainbowfarmsmulch.com
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Fox Valley Special 
Recreation Association 
announces new Executive 
Director

Fox Valley Special Recreation 
Association (FVSRA) Board of 
Directors is excited to announce 
Alex Engelhardt as executive 
director. Engelhardt follows 
Carolyn Nagle, who is retiring 

after 27 years as executive director of FVSRA. 

Engelhardt started her career at FVSRA as a therapeutic 
recreation intern in 2006.  She has worked under the 
leadership of Nagle for 13 years in various capacities 
such as therapeutic recreation specialist, support staff 
manager, and has been the superintendent of recreation 
for the past five years.  She has presented at local, state, 
regional and national conferences on fitness inclusion, 
created an award-winning personal training and fitness 
program, and was recognized as one of the Kane County 
Best Under 40 in 2016. Engelhardt is a certified 
therapeutic recreation specialist, a graduate from the 
University of Northern Iowa, and received her Masters of 
Business Administration in Human Resources from 
Aurora University. 

Sycamore Park District 
Executive Director Announces 
Retirement

The Sycamore Park District Board of 
Commissioners has accepted the 
resignation and retirement of Executive 
Director effective August Dan Gibble 
31, 2020. Over the next several 
months, the board will formulate a 
timeline for filling the position. 

Dan entered the role of executive director in January of 
2012. Over the last seven years, the board credits him with 
changing the culture of the Sycamore Park District, managing 
the district and tax dollars in a responsible and responsive 
manner, and expanding the wellness opportunities offered in 
Sycamore. His leadership of the staff and guidance to the 
board has brought the district an impressive list of 
accomplishments in a very short amount of time, including: 
balanced the budget and allowed required reserve funds to 
grow for the first time in years, operated the golf course and 
aquatics in the black for the first time in several years, 
developed and implemented a Strategic Plan, and much 
more.

www.mulchcenter.com
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ARCHITECTS/
ENGINEERS

CHARLES VINCENT GEORGE 
ARCHITECTS
Bruce George
1245 E. Diehl Road, 
Suite 101
Naperville, IL 60563
630-357-2023 PH
630-357-2662 FX
bgeorge@cvgarchitects.com
cvgarchitects.com

DEWBERRY 
ARCHITECTS INC.
Daniel Atilano
132 N. York St. #2C
Elmhurst, IL 60126
847-841-0571 PH
847-695-6579 FX
datilano@dewberry.com 
dewberry.com 

DLA ARCHITECTS, LTD.
Lou Noto 
Two Pierce Place
Suite 1300
Itasca, IL 60143
847-742-4063 PH
847-742-9734 FX
l.noto@dla-ltd.com
dla-ltd.com

ERIKSSON 
ENGINEERING ASSOCIATES
Michael Renner
145 Commerce Drive, 
Suite A
Grayslake, IL 60030
847-223-4804 PH
847-223-4864 FX
mrenner@eea-ltd.com
eea-ltd.com 

FARNSWORTH GROUP, INC.
Bruce Brown
7707 N. Knoxville Ave., 
Suite 100
Peoria, IL 61614
309-689-9888 PH
309-689-9820 FX
bbrown@f-w.com 
f-w.com 

f

ACCOUNTANTS

LAUTERBACH & 
AMEN, LLP
Ron Amen
668 N. River Rd.
Naperville, IL 60563
630-393-1483 PH
630-393-2516 FX
ramen@
lauterbachamen.com 
lauterbachamen.com 

SIKICH LLP
Frederick Lantz
1415 W. Diehl Road
Naperville, IL 60563
630-566-8400
flantz@sikich.com
sikich.com

AQUATICS

AQUA PURE 
ENTERPRISES
Thomas Todner
1404 Joliet Rd., Suite A
Romeoville, IL 60446
630-771-1310 PH
630-771-1301 FX
tom@aquapure-il.com 
aquapure-il.com 

HALOGEN SUPPLY 
COMPANY, INC.
Rich Hellgeth
4653 W. Lawrence Ave.
Chicago, IL 60630-2532
773-286-6300 PH
773-286-1024 FX
rhellgeth@halogensupply.com 
halogensupply.com 

SPEAR CORPORATION
Sam Blake
12966 North 50 West
Roachdale, IN 46172
765-577-3100 PH
765-577-3101 FX
sblake@spearcorp.com
spearcorp.com

FGM ARCHITECTS
John Dzarnowski
1211 W. 22nd St.
Oak Brook, IL 60523
630-574-8300 PH
630-574-9292 FX
johnd@fgmarchitects.com 
fgmarchitects.com 

GEWALT-HAMILTON 
ASSOC., INC.
Tom Rychlik
625 Forest Edge Dr.
Vernon Hills, IL 60061-3105
847-478-9700 PH
847-478-9701 FX
trychlik@gha-engineers.com 
gha-engineers.com 

HR GREEN
Dave Reitz
420 N. Front St., Suite 100
McHenry, IL 60050
815-385-1778 PH
815-385-1781 FX
dreitz@hrgreen.com
hrgreen.com

RATIO
Matthew Zetzl
101 South Pennsylvania Street
Indianapolis, IN 46204
317-663-4040 PH
mzetzl@ratiodesign.com
ratiodesign.com

ROCCO CASTELLANO 
DESIGN STUDIO INC.
Rocco Castellano
30 N Vincennes Circle
Racine, WI 53402
312-925-0907 PH
rocco.castellano@
castellano.design

SHEEHAN NAGLE HARTRAY 
ARCHITECTS
Eric Penney
30 W. Monroe St. #900
Chicago, IL 60603
312-425-1000 PH
312-425-1001 FX
epenney@naglehartray.com
naglehartray.com 

STANTEC CONSULTING 
SERVICES, INC.
Jim Maland
2335 Hwy 36 West
St. Paul, MN 55113
651-636-4600 x4900 PH
651-636-1311 FX
jim.maland@stantec.com
Stantec.com

STUDIO 222 ARCHITECTS
Tim Schmitt
222 S. Morgan St., 
Suite 4B
Chicago, IL 60607
312-850-4970 PH
312-850-4978 FX
tschmitt@studio222architects.com
studio222architects.com

WIGHT & COMPANY
Bob Ijams
2500 N. Frontage Rd.
Darien, IL 60561
630-739-6703 PH
630-969-7979 FX
rijams@wightco.com
wightco.com

WILLIAMS 
ARCHITECTS, LTD.
Karen Lellios
500 Park Boulevard, 
Suite 800
Itasca, IL 60143
630-221-1212 PH
630-221-1220 FX
ktlellios@williams-architects.com
williams-architects.com

W-T GROUP
Troy Triphahn
2675 Pratum Ave.
Hoffman Estates, IL 
60192-3703
224-293-6333 PH
224-293-6444 FX
troy.triphahn@wtengineering.com 
wtengineering.com

IAPD CORPORATE/ASSOCIATE MEMBERS        represents a donation to the Friends of Illinois Parks Foundationf
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ICE MILLER LLP
Shelly Scinto
200 West Madison Street, 
#3500
Chicago, IL 60606
312-726-8116 PH
312-726-2529 FX
Shelly.Scinto@icemiller.com
icemiller.com

LITTLER MENDELSON PC
Christopher A. Johlie
321 North Clark Street
Suite 1000
Chicago, IL 60654
312-795-3230 PH
cjohlie@littler.com
littler.com

ROBBINS SCHWARTZ
Steven B. Adams
55 West Monroe Street, 
Suite 800
Chicago, IL 60603
312-332-7760 PH
312-332-7768 FX
sadams@robbins-
schwartz.com
robbins-schwartz.com

TRESSLER LLP
Andrew Paine
233 S. Wacker Drive

nd22  Floor
Chicago, IL 60606
312-627-4168 PH
312-627-1717 FX
apaine@tresslerllp.com 
tsmp.com 

BACKGROUND 
CHECKS

NCSI/SSCI
Chris Goodman
1853 Piedmont Rd.
Suite 100
Marietta, GA 30066
866-996-7412 PH
cgoodman@ssci2000.com
ssci2000.com

ATTORNEYS

ANCEL GLINK
Derke Price
140 South Dearborn Street
6th Floor
Chicago, IL 60603
312-782-7606 PH
312-782-0943 FX
dprice@ancelglink.com 
ancelglink.com 

BROOKS, TARULIS & 
TIBBLE, LLC
Rick Tarulis
1733 Park St. #100
Naperville, IL 60563
630-355-2101 PH
630-355-7843 FX
rtarulis@napervillelaw.com 
napervillelaw.com

CHAPMAN AND CUTLER
Kelly K.Kost
111 W. Monroe St.
Chicago, IL 60603-4080
312-845-3814 PH
312-576-1814 FX
kost@chapman.com 
chapman.com 

FRANCZEK RADELET P.C.
Mike Warner
300 S. Wacker Drive, 
Suite 3400
Chicago, IL 60606
312-786-6152 PH
312-986-9192 FX
maw@franczek.com
franczek.com

HERVAS, CONDON & 
BERSANI, P.C.
Michael Bersani
333 Pierce Road, Suite 195
Itasca, IL 60143
630-773-4774 PH
630-773-4851 FX
mbersani@hcbattorneys.com
hcbattorneys.com

FREDERICK QUINN CORP.
Jack Hayes
103 South Church Street
Addison, IL 60101
630-628-8500 PH
630-628-8595 FX
jhayes@fquinncorp.com
fquinncorp.com

HENRY BROS CO.
Marc Deneau

th9821 S. 78  Ave.
Hickory Hills, IL 60457
708-430-5400 PH
708-430-8262 FX
mdeneau@henrybros.com 
henrybros.com 

LAMP INCORPORATED
Ian Lamp
PO Box 865
Elgin, IL 60121-0865
847-741-7220 PH
847-741-9677 FX
ilamp@lampinc.com
lampinc.com 

NORWALK CONCRETE 
INDUSTRIES
Scott Kinnamon
80 Commerce Drive
Norwalk, OH 44857
800-733-3624 PH
419-663-0627 FX
skinn@nciprecast.com
nciprecast.com

V3 COMPANIES
Greg Wolterstorff
7325 Janes Ave.
Woodridge, IL 60517
630-729-6329 PH
630-724-9202 FX
gwolterstorff@v3co.com 
v3co.com

CONSULTANTS

AQITY RESEARCH & 
INSIGHTS, INC.
Jeff Andreasen
820 Davis St.
Suite 502
Evanston, IL 60201
847-424-4171 PH
847-328-8995 FX
j.andreasen@aqityresearch.com
aqityresearch.com

BANKING

MB FINANCIAL BANK
Sean P. Durkin
1151 State Street
Lemont, IL 60439
630-297-5987 PH
630-257-2421 FX
sdurkin@mbfinancial.com
mbfinancial.com

BRONZE PLAQUES/ 
STATUES

BRONZE MEMORIAL CO.
Rick Gurrieri
1842 N. Elston Ave.
Chicago, IL 60642
773-276-7972 PH
773-276-9656 FX
Rgurrieri@aol.com
bronzememco.com

CONCESSION 
EQUIPMENT 
& SUPPLIES

GOLD MEDAL 
PRODUCTS CO.
Jim Such
450 N. York Rd.
Bensenville, IL 60106
800-767-5352 PH
630-860-5980 FX
jsuch@gmpopcorn.com
goldmedalchicago.com

CONSTRUCTION 
MANAGEMENT

CORPORATE 
CONSTRUCTION 
SERVICES
Michael Rink or Douglas Rink
1323 Butterfield Rd. 
Suite 110
Downers Grove, IL 60515
630-271-0500 PH
630-271-0505 FX
ccs@corporateconstruction
services.com
corporateconstruction
services.com

f

IAPD CORPORATE/ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

2 6   I l l i n o i s P a r k s & R e c r e a t i o n  w w w . I L i p r a . o r g

mailto:Shelly.Scinto@icemiller.com
mailto:cjohlie@littler.com
mailto:sadams@robbins-schwartz.com
mailto:sadams@robbins-schwartz.com
mailto:sadams@robbins-schwartz.com
mailto:apaine@tresslerllp.com
mailto:cgoodman@ssci2000.com
mailto:dprice@ancelglink.com
mailto:rtarulis@napervillelaw.com
mailto:kost@chapman.com
mailto:maw@franczek.com
mailto:mbersani@hcbattorneys.com
mailto:jhayes@fquinncorp.com
mailto:mdeneau@henrybros.com
mailto:ilamp@lampinc.com
mailto:skinn@nciprecast.com
mailto:gwolterstorff@v3co.com
mailto:j.andreasen@aqityresearch.com
mailto:sdurkin@mbfinancial.com
mailto:Rgurrieri@aol.com
mailto:jsuch@gmpopcorn.com
www.ancelglink.com
www.napervillelaw.com
www.chapman.com
www.franczek.com
www.hcbattorneys.com
www.icemiller.com
www.littler.com
www.robbins-schwartz.com
www.tsmp.com
www.ssci2000.com
www.mbfinancial.com
www.bronzememco.com
www.goldmedalchicago.com
www.corporateconstructionservices.com
www.quinncorp.com
www.henrybros.com
www.lampinc.com
www.nciprecast.com
www.v3co.com
www.aquityresearch.com


IAPD

FINANCIAL

MESIROW FINANCIAL
Todd Krzyskowski
353 N. Clark Street
Chicago, Il 60654
312-595-7842
tkryskowski@mesirowfinancial
.com

SPEER FINANCIAL, INC.
Aaron Gold
One North LaSalle
Suite 4100
Chicago, IL 60602
312-780-2280 PH
312-346-8833 FX
agold@speerfinancial.com 
speerfinancial.com 

WINTRUST GOVERNMENT 
FUNDS
Tim O’Brien
231 S. LaSalle Street

nd2  Floor
Chicago, Il 60604
312-981-0765
tobrien@wintrust.com
wintrust.com

FLOORING

SPORT COURT MIDWEST
Patrick Walker
747 Church Rd, Suite G10
Elmhurst, IL 60126
630-350-8652 PH
630-350-8657 FX
info@courtofsport.com 
courtofsport.com 

HOSPITALITY

HYATT
Sarah Welsch
151 E Wacker Dr.
Chicago, Illinois 60601
312-239-4559 PH
sarah.welsch@hyatt.com
hyatt.com

HUMAN RESOURCES

PAYCHEX
Tammy Fishbeck
15711 W Dungarvan Drive
Manhattan, Il 60442
815-325-9633
tfishbeck@paychex.com
paychex.com

INSPEC, INC.
David Foler
8618 W. Catalpa
Suites 1109-1110
Chicago, IL 60656
773-444-0206 PH
773-444-0221 FX
dfoler@inspec.com
inspec.com

ENERGY
MANAGEMENT

COMED ENERGY 
EFFICIENCY 
PROGRAM
Amu Populorum
Three Lincoln Centre
Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181
630-437-2494 PH
amy.populorum@ComEd.com
comed.com

SEVEN UTILITY 
MANAGEMENT 
CONSULTANTS
Dale Snyder
7704 Oakridge Rd.
North Little Rock, AR 72116
501-835-3142 PH
866-546-8561 FX
dsnyder@sevenutility.com 
sevenutility.com

TRANE
Aaron Raftery
7100 S Madison Street
Willowbrook, IL 60527
630-203-7007 PH
aaron.raftery@irco.com
trane.com

ENTERTAINMENT

MEDIEVAL TIMES DINNER 
AND TOURNAMENT
Susan O’Herron
2001 N. Roselle Rd.
Schaumburg, IL 60195
847-882-1496 PH
847-882-0202 FX
Susan.OHerron
@medievaltimes.com
medievaltimes.com

LAND 
PRESERVATION

THE ILLINOIS NATURE 
CONSERVANCY
Ashley Maybanks
8 S. Michigan Ave., Ste 900 
Chicago, Illinois 60603
amaybanks@TNC.ORG
nature.org/illinois

OPENLANDS
Gerald Adelmann 
25 E. Washington
Suite 1650
Chicago, IL 60602
312-427-4256 PH
312-427-6251 FX
jadelman@openlands.org
openlands.org 

LANDSCAPE 
ARCHITECTS

HITCHCOCK DESIGN 
GROUP
Bill Inman
221 W. Jefferson Ave.
Naperville, IL 60540-5397
630-961-1787 PH
630-961-9925 FX
binman@
hitchcockdesigngroup.com
hitchcockdesigngroup.com

JSD PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES, INC.
Lori Vierow
161 Horizon Dr., Suite 101
Verona, WI 53593
608-848-5060 PH
lori.vierow@jsdinc.com
jsdinc.com
 

LANDSCAPE 
SERVICES/
SUPPLIES

FOREVERLAWN 
CHICAGO
Justin Lettenberger
3438 Colony Bay Drive
Rockford, IL 61109
920-901-0361 PH
justin@chicago.
foreverlawn.com
foreverlawn.com/chicago

INSURANCE

COORDINATED 
BENEFITS COMPANY, LLC
Jim Patrician
923 N. Plum Grove Road Suite C
Schaumburg, IL 60173
847-605-8560 PH
jpatrician@cbcco.com
cbcco.com

ILLINOIS PARKS ASSOCIATION 
RISK SERVICES (IPARKS)
Ryan Pnakovich
2000 W. Pioneer Parkway
Suite 25
Peoria, IL 61615
800-692-9522 PH
309-692-9602 FX
rpnakovich@bfgroup.com 
bfgroup.com 

PARK DISTRICT RISK 
MANAGEMENT AGENCY 
(PDRMA)
Brett Davis
2033 Burlington Avenue
Lisle, IL 60532
630-769-0332 PH
630-769-0449 FX
bdavis@pdrma.org 
pdrma.org 

INVESTMENTS

PFM ASSET 
MANAGEMENT LLC
Michelle Binns
222 N. LaSalle, Suite 910
Chicago, IL 60601
312-523-2423 PH
312-977-1570 FX
binnsm@pfm.com
pfm.com 

PMA FINANCIAL 
NETWORK, INC. 
Courtney Soesbe

th2135 Citygate Ln., 7  Floor
Naperville, IL 60563
630-657-6421 PH
630-718-8710 FX
csoesbe@pmanetwork.com
pmanetwork.com 

f
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HOMER INDUSTRIES, LLC
Todd Hahn
14000 S. Archer Ave.
Lockport, IL 60441
815-838-0863 PH
815-838-0863 FX
ToddHahn@homertree.com
homerindustries.com 

MCGINTY BROS., INC. 
LAWN AND TREE CARE
Brian McGinty
3744 E. Cuba Rd.
Long Grove, IL 60047
847-438-5161 PH
847-438-1883 FX
brian@mcgintybros.com 
mcgintybros.com 

NELS JOHNSON TREE 
EXPERTS
John Johnson
912 Pitner Avenue
Evanston, IL 60202
847-475-1877 PH
847-475-0037 FX
jjohnson@
nelsjohnsontree.com
nelsjohnsontree.com

LIGHTING

MUSCO SPORTS 
LIGHTING
David Miller
100 1st Ave. W
Oakaloosa, IA 52577
800-825-6030 PH
david.miller@musco.com
musco.com 

PARKS & 
PLAYGROUNDS

COMMERCIAL RECREATION 
SPECIALISTS
Alyssa Breitbach
807 Liberty Drive, Suite 101
Verona, WI 53593
877-896-8442 PH
alyssa@crs4rec.com
crs4rec.com

CUNNINGHAM 
RECREATION
Michele Breakfield
2135 City Gate Ln., 
Suite 300
Naperville, IL 60563
800-942-1062 PH
630-554-3750 FX
michele@cunninghamrec.com
cunninghamrec.com 

KOMPAN
Todd Stortz
4170 N Marine Dr, 8L
Chicago, Illinois 60613
312-622-7492 PH
todsto@kompan.com
kompan.com

NUTOYS LEISURE 
PRODUCTS
Sheilah Wasielewski
915 Hillgrove
PO Box 2121
LaGrange, IL 60525
800-526-6197 PH
708-579-0109 FX
sheilahw@nutoys4fun.com
nutoys4fun.com

RAINBOW FARM 
ENTERPRISES INC. 
Jackie Musch
25715 S. Ridgeland Avenue
Monee, IL 60449
708-534-1070 PH
708-534-1138 FX
rainbowfarms@nettech.com

TEAM REIL INC.
John Cederlund
17421 Marengo Rd.
Union, IL 60180
888-438-7345 PH
815-923-2204 FX
john@getreil.com 
getreil.com 

PHOTOGRAPHY

JAFFE FILMS, INC.
Greg Bizzaro
6135 River Bend Drive
Lisle, IL 60532
630-730-3777 PH
630-353-0887 FX
greg@jaffefilms.com

PURCHASING

TIPS
Jeff Shokrian or 
Randy Ramey
4845 US Hwy 271 North
Pittsburg, TX 75686
866-839-8477 PH
866-839-8472 FX
jeff.shokrian@tips-usa.com or
randy.ramey@tips-usa.com
tips-usa.com 

SAFETY TRAINING

SERVE AND 
PROTECT LAW, LLC
Joe Crimmins
3400 W. Stonegate Blvd,#2339
Arlington Heights, IL 60005
847-691-1665 PH
joe@serveandprotectlaw.com

SIGNAGE

DIVINE SIGNS, INC.
Jeff Miller
601 Estes Avenue
Schaumburg, IL 60173
847–534–9220 PH
jmiller@divinesignsinc.com 
divinesignsinc.com
 

TECHNOLOGY

ACCESS ONE
Bryan Green

th
820 W. Jackson, 6  Floor
Chicago, IL 60607
312-441-9315 PH
bgreen@accessoneinc.com
accessoneinc.com

CALL ONE
Larry Widmer
225 W. Wacker Drive, 
8th Floor
Chicago, IL 60606
312-496-6693 PH
312-681-8301 FX
lwidmer@callone.com
callone.com

LINKS TECHNOLOGY
James Burke
440 E. Sate Pkwy
Schaumburg, IL 60173
jburke@linkstechnology.com
linkstechnology.com

VERMONT SYSTEMS
Kathy Messier
12 Market Pl
Essex Junction, VT 05452
802-879-6993 PH
kathym@vermontsystems.com
vermontsystems.com 

TRANSPORTATION

BEST BUS SALES
Robert L. Zimmerman
1216 Rand Road
Des Plaines, IL 60016
847-297-3177 PH
847-789-8592 FX
rob@bestbussales.com
bestbussales.com

MONROE TRUCK EQUIPMENT
Sarah Monson

th1051 W. 7  St. 
Monroe, WI 53566
608-329-8112 PH
smonson@monroetruck.com
monroetruck.com

WATER RECREATION

WHITEWATER WEST
Justin Yeager
6700 McMillan Way
Richmond, British Columbia
V6W1J7, Canada
604-273-1068 PH
justin.yeager@whitewaterwest.com
whitewaterwest.com

WORKERS 
COMPENSATION

ILLINOIS PUBLIC RISK FUND
Robert M. Buhs
7851 W. 185th Street
Suite 101
Tinley Park, IL 60477
708-2429-6300 PH
708-429-6488 FX
rbuhs@iprf.com
iprf.com

f
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IPRA

AQUATICS

ALLCHEM PERFORMANCE 

PRODUCTS

Brian Bokowy
st6010 NW 1  Place

Gainesville, FL 32607

brian.bokowy@allchem.com

352-213-0121 PH

vantagewatercare.com

AQUATIC COUNCIL, LLC

Timothy Auerhahn, CPOI

78 Lyndale Drive

Rochester, NY 14624

tim@aquaticcouncil.com

585-415-6926 PH

aquaticcouncil.com

JEFF ELLIS AND A

SSOCIATES, INC.

Joe Stefanyak

PO Box 2160

Windermere, FL 34786

joe.stefanyak@jellis.com

407-401-7120 PH

jellis.com

JUST IN TIME POOL & SPA  

Michael Butkovich

121 Eisenhower Lane

Lombard, IL 60148

justintimepool@yahoo.com

312-622-2223 PH

RAMUC POOL PAINT

Rebecca Spencer

36 Pine Street

Rockaway, NJ 07866

rspencer@ramucpoolpaint.com

800-745-6756 PH

ramucpoolpaint.com

WHITEWATER WEST 

INDUSTRIES, LTD.

Steve Brinkel

730 West Hampden Avenue

Englewood, CO 80110

steve.brinkel@whitewaterwest.com

604-273-1068 PH

whitewaterwest.com

BUILDING & 

CONSTRUCTION

BID EVOLUTION

Steve Kulovits

1905 Sequoia Dr. 

Suite 201

Aurora, IL 60506

stevek@bidevolution.com

630-450-8360 PH

bidevolution.com

FREDERICK QUINN CORP 

Jack Hayes

103 S. Church St.

Addison, IL 60101

jhayes@fquinncorp.com

630-628-8500 PH

fquinncorp.com

LAMP INCORPORATED

Ian Lamp

460 N. Grove Avenue

Elgin, IL 60120

ilamp@lampinc.net

847-741-7220 (305) PH

lampinc.net

ENERGY MANAGEMENT

Midwest Mechanical

Jaylen Thompson

801 Parkview Boulevard

Lombard, IL 60148

jaylen.thompson@midwestmech.com

630-280-6262 PH

https://www.midwestmech.com

ENTERTAINMENT

MELROSE PYROTECHNICS

Jonathan Gesse

PO Box 302

Kingsbury, IN 46345

jon@melrosepyro.com

219-393-5522 PH

melrosepyro.com

SANTA'S VILLAGE

Liz Phoularong

601 Dundee Ave East

Dundee, IL 60118

groupfun@svdundee.com

847-426-6751 PH

santasvillagedundee.com

FINANCE

HUNTINGTON BANK

Todd Sholeen

222 N. LaSalle St.

Sute 1200

Chicago, IL 60601

todd.c.sholeen@huntington.com

312-802-2227 PH

huntington.com

LAUTERBACH & AMEN, LLP

Ron Amen

668 N. River Road

Naperville, IL 60563

ramen@lauterbachamen.com

630-393-1483 PH

lauterbachamen.com

SPEER FINANCIAL

Aaron Gold

One North LaSalle

Suite 4100

Chicago, IL 60602

agold@speerfinancial.com

312-780-2280 PH

speerfinancial.com

WINTRUST FINANCIAL 

CORPORATION

Aimee Briles

9700 W. Higgins Road
th4  Floor

Rosemont, IL 60018

abriles@wintrust.com

630-560-2120 PH

wintrust.com

GOLF

WITTEL GOLF SUPPLIES. 

Gene Pruban

3000 Bond Street

Elk Grove Village, IL 60007

gpruban@wittekgolf.com

847-943-2381 PH

wittekgolf.com

HEALTH & WELLNESS

THE PROACTIVE KIDS 

FOUNDATION

Nicki Klinkhamer

1101 S. Batavia Avenue

Geneva, IL 60134

nicki@proactivekids.org

773-802-7005 PH

proactivekids.org

LANDSCAPE 

SERVICES/SUPPLIES

Central Life Sciences 

John Neberz

1501 E. Woodfield Road

Suite 200W

Schaumburg, IL 60173 

jneberz@central.com

847-330-5385 PH

centralmosquitocontrol.com

MARKETING & 

COMMUNICATIONS

EXCEL AERIAL IMAGES, LLC

Eric Lee Wilson, CPRP

1137 E. Woodrow Ave

Lombard, IL 60148

ericlee@excelaerialimagesllc.com

224-775-4623 PH

excelaerialimages.com

PARKS & PLAYGROUNDS

CUNNINGHAM RECREATION

Michele Breakfield

2135 City Center Lane

Suite 300

Naperville, IL 60563

michele@cunninghamrec.com

800-438-2780 PH

cunninghamrec.com

FIELDTURF USA, INC.

Jonathan Huard

175 N. Industrial Blvd NE

Calhoun, GA 30701

jonathan.huard@fieldturf.com

630-474-9817 PH

fieldturf.com

IPRA COMMERCIAL MEMBERS
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GLI, INC.

George Petecki

1410 Mills Rd.

Joliet, IL 60433

bridget@georgeslandscaping.com

815-774-0350 PH

georgeslandscaping.com

GREEN-UP

Bernard Schroeder 

23940 Andrew Road

Plainfield, IL 60585

sandy@green-up.com

815-372-3000 PH

green-up.com

LANDSCAPEHUB, INC.

Joseph Juricic

231 S. LaSalle St.

Suite 1404

Chicago, IL 60604

joe@landscapehub.com

847-514-2062 PH

landscapehub.com

PLAY & PARK STRUCTURES

Steve Casada

303 Bass St.

Park Hills, MO 63601

scasada@playandpark.com

573-631-1968 PH

PLAY & PARK STRUCTURES 

OF NORTHERN IL/PLAY & 

PARK STRUCTURES

Patrick Puebla
st4516 21  Avenue

Moline, IL 61265

ppuebla@playandpark.com

309-339-0536 PH

PLAY ILLINOIS

Margaret Chaidez 

4716 Roslyn Rd.

Downers Grove, IL 60515

mchaidez@playil.com

630-730-3645 PH

playil.com

THE MULCH CENTER

Jim Seckelmann 

21457 N. Milwaukee Avenue

Deerfield, IL 60015

jim@mulchcenter.com

847-459-7200 PH

mulchcenter.com

PLANNING & DESIGN

DEWBERRY 

ARCHITECTS, INC.

Daniel Atilano

25 S. Grove Ave.

Suite 500

Elgin, IL 60120

datilano@dewberry.com

847-847-0571 PH

dewberry.com

FGM ARCHITECTS

John Dzarnowski
nd1211 W. 22  Street

Suite 705

Oakbrook, IL 60523

johnd@fgmarchitects.com

630-574-8300 PH

fgmarchitects.com

GEWALT HAMILTON ASSOCIATES

Michael Shrake

625 Forest Edge Drive

Vernon Hills, IL 60061

mshrake@gha-engineers.com

847-478-9700 PH

gha-engineers.com

HITCHCOCK DESIGN GROUP

Bill Inman

225 W. Jefferson Ave

Naperville, IL 60540

binman@hitchcockdesigngroup.com

630-961-1787 PH

hitchcockdesigngroup.com

SMITHGROUP, LLC.

Brett Weidl

35 E. Wacker Drive

Suite 900

Chicago, IL 60601

brett.weidl@smithgroupjjr.com

312-641-0770 PH

smithgroupjjr.com

STUDIO 222 ARCHITECTS

Bridget Fallon

222 S. Morgan St.

Suite 4B

Chicago, IL 60607

bfallon@studio222architects.com

312-850-4970 PH

studio222architects.com
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STUDIO BLOOM, INC.

Patty King

115 East Ogden Avenue

Suite 117-360

Naperville, IL 60563

patty.king@studiobloominc.com

312-882-2424 PH

studiobloominc.com

THE LAKOTA GROUP

Scott Freres

116 W. Illinois St.
th7  Floor

Chicago, IL 60610

info@thelakotagroup.com

312-467-5445 PH

thelakotagroup.com

WIGHT & COMPANY

Robert Ijams

2500 N. Frontage Road

Darien, IL 60561

rijams@wightco.com

630-739-6644 PH

wightco.com

WILLIAMS ARCHITECTS

Olga Henderson

500 Park Blvd.

Suite 800

Itasca, IL 60143

ohhenderson@williamsarchitects.com

630-221-1212 PH

williams-architects.com

WT GROUP

Jaclyn Triphahn

2675 Pratum Avenue

Hoffman Estates, IL 60192

Jaclyn.Triphahn@wtengineering.com

224-293-6333 PH

wtengineering.com

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

ANCEL GLINK DIAMOND BUSH 

DICIANNI & KRAFTHEFER P.C.

Robert Bush

140 S. Dearborn Street
th6  Floor

Chicago, IL 60603

rbush@ancelglink.com

312-604-9105 PH

ancelglink.com

GREG PETRY CONSULTING

Greg Petry, CPRE

474 Glendenning Place

Waukegan, IL 60087

greg@gregpetryconsulting.com

847-287-4721 PH

HR SOURCE

Christopher Schneider

3025 Highland Parkway

Suite 225

Downers Grove, IL 60515

cschneider@hrsource.org

630-963-7600 x232 PH

ILLINOIS PUBLIC RISK FUND

Robert Buhs 
th7851 185  St.

Suite 101

Tinley Park, IL 60477

rbuhs@iprf.com

708-429-6300

iprf.com

PDRMA

Brett Davis

2033 Burlington Avenue

Lisle, IL 60532

bdavis@pdrma.org

630-769-0332 PH

pdrma.org

TRANE

Aaron Raftery

7100 S. Madison St.

Willowbrook, IL 60527

aaron.raftery@irco.com

630-203-7007

irco.com

TECHNOLOGY

VERMONT SYSTEMS, INC.

Kathy Messier

12 Market Place

Essex Junction, VT 05452

kathym@vermontsystems.com

877-883-8757 PH

vermontsystems.com

IPRA COMMERCIAL MEMBERS
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