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THANK YOU TO OUR HOST

ILLINOIS ASSOCIATION OF PARK DISTRICTS

Funding assistance of 50% of approved 
project costs (or 90%  if defined as 
“disadvantaged”) for the acquisition and 
development of lands for public parks & 
open space. 

OSLAD provides a 50% advance payment 
on the grants

Maximum acquisition grant
$1,725,000
Maximum development grant
$600,000

Program funding is through a portion of 
the State’s Real Estate Transfer Tax

OSLAD GRANT PROGRAM
Opens July 1 – 2026  and due August 31, 2026

If 50% payment is elected, then 
extensions are not allowed if money is 
not already spent or legally allocated.

Funding the Fun:
1. Get in the Competition
2. Score in Every Category
3. Avoid a Penalty



Get in the Competition

Get Pre-Qualified for Potential Grants
• Federal Employer Identification Number (FEIN)
• Current UEI # - Found in your GATA portal
• SAMS Cage # 
• Good Standing with Secretary of State
• GATA is Current and Kept Up Each Year

Get and Stay Prequalified

Get in the 
Competition

38% of grant 
applications
Were rejected before 
the competition 
started

101
Grants 
Awarded

199 Grants Submitted
67 Grants were Awarded
57 Submissions Ineligible
75 Eligible but Not Awarded 
(fell below points for award)

All Submissions Breakdown

Ineligible Awarded Not Awarded

67 Awards
1 in 3 were 
awarded a 
grant

57 Not
Eligible

75 Eligible 
but not 
awarded

What reasons made 57 Not Eligible?

Budget
42%

Deed& Budget
14%

Deed  
21%

GATA
7%

Insufficient Info
6%

Ineligible
5%

Other
5%

SUBMISSIONS NOT ELIGIBLE



Budget or Ineligible Expenses
32 Rejections

• Not Broken Out as Directed
• Budget Included Unidentified 

Costs
• Unallowable Expenses Were 

Included
– Memorials, Cameras, 

Dredging, Miniature Golf
– Administrative Costs
– Engineering Costs exceed 

15.25%
– Dog Park exceeded 

$25,000

Good

16.5% of
Budget

15.25% is
MaximumGood

NOT
GOOD

OWNER

*Quit Claim is ok, ONLY if Title Insurance 
is included AND under one year old  

20 Rejections had DEED Issues20 Rejections

Quit Claim does not prove 
ownership

If deed includes the 
language “quit-claims 
property to…” or similar, it is 
functionally a quit-claim 
deed



Other problem deeds that require title 
insurance or an attorney’s opinion of title

Corporate Warranty Deed

Special Warranty Deed

Sheriff’s Deed

No Deed

Gold Standard = Warranty Deed or Trustee Deed
That  “Conveys and Warrants”

What reasons made an 
application Not Eligible?
Without a Warranty or 
Trustee Deed, submit the 
following:

• Title Insurance
or
• Attorney’s Opinion of Title 

A commitment for title is not enough

Score in Every Category

70% of applications fall within a 5-point spread so every point you can 
pick up can make the difference. OSLAD is intensely competitive and 
there are never enough dollars to award every worthy project.

- Andrew Jenkins
IDNR Senior Conservation Grant Administrator



Grant Scoring = 100 points

Statewide Outdoor Recreation Priorities and Project Need Local Planning Site Characteristics and Devlopment plan Project Special Considerations

60%
Statewide Outdoor 

Recreation Priorities 
and Project Need

25%
Site Characteristics 

and
Development Plan

5%
Special

Considerations

10% 
Local 

Planning

* Source 2026 OSLAD Grant Manual

60%
Statewide 
Outdoor 
Recreation 
Priorities and 
Project Need

35% Address Major Outdoor 
Recreation and Conservation 
Priorities
and
25% Local Needs Assessment

35% Address Major Outdoor 
Recreation and Conservation
35% Address Major Outdoor 
Recreation and Conservation

MANY SUBMISSION FAILED IN THIS AREA

1. Habitat enhancement or creation
2. Educational element
3. Green technology

Describe how the 
project protects, 
enhances, or expands 
wildlife habitat through 
acquisition and/or 
development 

Describe how the 
project protects, 
enhances, or expands 
wildlife habitat through 
acquisition and/or 
development 

Describe how the 
project promotes 
conservation 
education

3. Green technology

1. Habitat enhancement or creation

. 2. Educational Element

Incorporate green 
elements beyond 
plants.



HABITAT ENHANCEMENT OR 
HABITAT CREATION

• Pollinator Garden

• Bat or Bird Boxes

• Native Prairie 

• Native Woodland

• Enhance Existing Habitat

• Expand Existing Habitat

EDUCATIONAL ELEMENT

• Interpretive Signage

• Interpretive Trail

• Tie to Enhancement or 

Creation of  Habitat

GREEN TECHNOLOGY
• Solar Panels

• Green Roof

• Permeable Paving

• Rain Garden

• Bio-Swale

25% Local Needs Assessment = 
A Diversity of Needed 
Recreational Elements

25% Local Needs Assessment = 
A Diversity of Needed 
Recreational Elements



Limited Recreational 
Components will be Scored 
Poorly

Incorporate Active and Passive 
Components

• Indicate if a Component is the 
First for your Community

• Define the Recreational 
Components

• Open lawn is not a component
• A grill is not a component
• A component is the sum of its parts

RECREATIONAL COMPONENT: 
AN AMENITY YOUR 
COMMUNITY WILL COME TO 
THE SITE TO ENGAGE WITH

25%
Site Characteristics and

Development Plan

• Physical characteristics work for park site
• Site Accessibly: parking, pedestrian 

access, bicycle access
• Overall site plan: creative, sensitive to 

environment & diversity of opportunities



10% 
Local 
Planning

 Hold a series of public meetings

 Project is Identified in Your Comprehensive Plan   
(approved within 5 years)

 The level of public involvement and support for a 
project is a critical factor considered under this 
evaluation category

5% Special 
Considerations

• All equipment and park itself is handicap-accessible
• Third Party Donations
• Third Party Volunteers
• Previous OSLAD Assistance
• Newly Established Agency
• Part of Economic Development of An Area
• Increasing Recreation in High Density Urban Area

Avoid a Penalty

Project Penalty Considerations
A local agency may be penalized during project evaluation for poor 
performance in:

1) The execution of previous OSLAD projects; or

2) Responding to IDNR requests for necessary application information; or

3) Ability to maintain existing recreation/public facilities; or

4) Providing required post-completion compliance certification information regarding 

prior grant projects.

Applications for funding assistance will NOT be considered by 
the Department if:
1) An unresolved program violation exists relative to a previous grant project; or

2) The local applicant has failed to provide local recreation facilities information as     requested 

by the Department for the Illinois Recreation Facilities Inventory {IRFI).



GETTING FUNDS UP FRONT

• ADVANCE FUNDS ARE FOR IMMEIDATE 
NEEDS. IF THEY ARE NOT NEEDED –
WAIVE THE ADVANCE PAYMENT AND 
BILL QUARTERLY

• HAVE TO PUT IT IN AN INTEREST-
BEARING ACCOUNT. 

• MUNCIPALITY WILL BE THE CHARGED 
OF 12% PER YEAR – FOR NOT PUTTING 
IT IN AN INTEREST-BEARING ACCOUNT. 

START YOUR PROJECT RIGHT AWAY!

• Don’t apply if you cannot start

• Complete project within 2 years

• Use online system to get quarterly payments

Patrick Davis
DNR.Grants@Illinois.gov

Andrew Jenkins
DNR.Grants@Illinois.gov

Michelle Kelly
mkelly@uplandDesign.com
815-254-0091

IDNR 
Office of Grant Management
217-782-7481
Email: DNR.Grants@illinois.gov

Thank you for attending!
Questions and Contacts

Funding the Fun:
1. Get in the Competitio
2. Score in Every Catego
3. Avoid a Penalty


